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ADDRESS  FROM  THE  AUTHOR. 


TO   THE    READER* 


1  HE  writer  of  the  following  remarks  is 
loo  fenfible  of  her  own  deficiencies,  both 
in  point  of  knowledge,  ftyle  and  method, 
to  fubmit  them  to  public  notice  without 
feeling  the  greateft  timidity. 

Befides  which  difadvantages,  flie  has  had 
others  to  encounter,  which  arofe  partly 
from  her  inexperience  of  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  printing,  and  partly  from  her 
hurry  to  arrange  her  remarks  into  proper 
order  for  the  prefs. 

Having  engaged  to  the  fubfcribers  to 

publifh  the  work  at  a  fliort  flatcd  period, 

a  2  it 


IV  ADDRESS. 

it  put  her  under  the  neceflity  of  fending 
each  chapter  to  the  prefs  as  foon  as  writ- 
ten ;  by  which  the  work  was  deprived  of 
the  advantage  of  being  revifed  and  cor- 
refted  all  together  previous  to  its  publi- 
cation. 

The  only  plea  (he  has  to  offer  for  her 
prefumption  is,  the  motive  which  caufed 
it ;  and  for  which,  if  fhe  finds  credit,  fhe 
has  no  doubt  of  the  indulgence  of  the 
public.  She  will  therefore  briefly  ftate  what 
firft  induced  her  to  commit  herobfervations 
to  paper,  and  now  encourages  her  to  fend 
them  to  the  prefs. 

Having  much  leifure,  and  wiftiing  to  em- 
ploy it  as  ufefully  as  poflible,fhe  fome  years 
ago  took  upon  herfelf  the  fuperintendance 
of  one  of  thofe  private  charitable  eftablifti- 
ments,  which  have  been  inftituted  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  in- 
creafe  of  religion  and  encouragement  of 
induftry  amongft  the  children  of  the  poor; 
and  that  fhe  might  perform  this  voluntary 
duty  fo  as  to  make  a  lafting  impreffion 
upon  the  minds  of  her  pupils,  (he  deter- 
mined 


ADDRESS.  V 

mined  attentively  to  perufe  the  facred 
Scriptures,  with  the  feveral  excellent  com- 
mentaries, and  to  interfperfe  fuch  obfer- 
vations  of  her  own  mind  as  might  enable 
her  to  fulfil  that  pleafing  duty. 

Such  being  her  objeft,  her  readers  will 
not,  (he  trufts,  be  difappointed,  (hould  they 
find  the  prefent  work  rather  a  feleftion  from 
the  voluminous  performances  of  others, 
than  an  original. 

To  the  publications  of  Poole,  Stanhope, 
Sherlock,  and  various  other  learned  di- 
vines and  commentators,  flie  confefles  her* 
fclf  indebted  for  the  bed  part  of  what  fhe 
now  offers  to  the  public. 

Thefe  works  (he  would  now  earneftly 
recommend  to  thofe  whofe  circumftances 
will  enable  them  to  procure  fuch  valuable 
compofitions :  but  as  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  could  neither  obtain  them,  nor 
afford  time  for  fuch  enlarged  ftudies  with- 
out neglefting  the  neceffary  duties  of  the 
ftation  in  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to 
place  them,  it  appeared  to  the  author 
that  the  prefent  work  might  prove  ufeful 
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to  their  uninformed  minds,  until  one  more 
perfeft  fliall  be  brought  forward. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  this  performance; 
and  her  partial,  perhaps  too  partial  friends, 
have  encouraged  her  to  believe  that  others, 
particularly  amongft  the  younger  part  of 
mankind,  and  alfo  amongft  thofe  who 
undertake  fimilar  employments,  may  de- 
rive fome  benefit  from  her  labor :  as,  in 
the  purfuit  of  knowledge  for  others,  (he 
has  acquired  fome  edification  herfelf. 

Flattered  with  the  idea  of  contributing, 
though  in  ever  fo  flight  a  degree,  to  the 
increafe  of  religious  knowledge  amongft 
her  fellow-Chriftians,  fhe  humbly  fubmits 
the  following  pages  to  the  candor  of  the 
public ;  trufting,  that  fhould  they  find  but 
little  to  commend,  they  will,  in  confide-^ 
ration  of  her  motive,  forbear  cenfure. 
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CHAPTER  THE  FIRST. 


BEFORE  we  enter  upon  the  fubje& 
of  our  blefled  Saviour's  birth^  it  will 
be  neceflkiy,  for  the  better  underftanding 
of  the  fubfequent  events^  to  look  back  to 
the  fituation  of  Adam  in  the  garden  of 
Eden,  and  to  take  a  view  of  the  earlieft 
times. 

No  fooner  had  man  (inned^  but  God^  in 
mercy  to  him  and  to  his  fallen  race,  who 
became  involved  in  his  guilt,  promifed  Ji 
faviour:  as  foon  therefore  as  he  was  pro- 
mifed, mankind  had  an  intereft  in  this  fe- 
cond  Adam,  (I.  Cor.  xv.  21.  22.);  "  For 

♦  The  full  account  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
third  chapter  of  Genefis. 

*'  as 
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"  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift 
"  ftiall  all  be  made  alive." 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  fin  may  be  wor- 
thy of  remark,  and  fervc  to  (hew  the  dan- 
ger of  the  firft  falfe  ftep  ;  for  we  foon  after 
read,  that  it  had  attained  a  height  one 
would  have  fcarcely  believed  poffible. 

It  is  indeed  very  wonderful  that  the  firft 
man  born  into  the  world  fliould  have 
murdered  an  affeftionate  brother :  at  that 
early  period,  brotherly  affeflion  might 
have  been  fuppofcd  fl:ronger  than  in  after- 
ages. 

This  melancholy  hiftory  fhould  teach 
us  carefully  to  guard  againfl:  the  intrufion 
of  envy  and  jealoufy  ;  as  thofe  pernicious 
paflions,  if  indulged  to  excefs,  will  totally 
deprive  us  of  rcafon :  and  if  at  any  time 
they  force  themfelves  upon  our  minds,  we 
{hould  fl:rive  to  expel  fuch  foes  to  our  hap- 
pinefs,  convinced  that  wherever  they  en- 
ter, they  will  embitter  every  focial  enjoy- 
ment. There  are  many  kinds  of  jealoufy  : 
that  of  Cain  is  a  very  common  and  dan- 
gerous one.     Pride  and  felf-love  make  us 

diffatisfied 
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d^ffatisfied  with  the  refpeft  and  attention 
paid  toothers,  if  they  are  preferred  to  our- 
felves,  though  at  the  fame  time  all  the  un- 
prejudiced part  of  the  world  may  fee  the 
juftnefs  of  the  preference.  "; 

Cain  might  well  be  wretched,  when  he 
had  brought  fuch  judgments  upon  himfelf ; 
and  all  who  are  obliged  to  fly  from  home, 
or,  in  other  words,  from  themfelves,  will, 
like  Giin,  be  wanderers  and  vagabonds, 
let  their  outward  profpe6ls  or  fortunes  be 
ever  fo  great. 

There  are  two  circumftances  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  Cain  which  many  people  cavil  at. 
Where,  fay  they,  (hould  he  meet  with  a 
wife  ?  and  who  was  there  to  revenge  the 
murder  of  his  brother  ?  If  we  do  but  refleft 
howfoon  a  healthy  colony  is  peopled  from 
a  very  few  fettlers,  our  wonder  will  ceafe, 
as  Adam  was  an  hundred  and  thirty  years 
old  when  Seth  was  born ;  which  was  not 
long  after  the  murder  of  Abel.  This  opi- 
nion appears  very  probable,  from  Eve's 
thankfulnefs  to  God ;  who,  ftie  faid,  had 

given 


io      THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

given  her  a  fon  in  the  room  of  Abel,  whom 
Cain  flew.  If  this  is  admitted,  Adam  might 
have  had,  at  that  time,  offspring  to  the 
thirdand  fourth  generations ;  and,  although 
the  facred  fcriptures  do  not  mention  them, 
they  imply  as  much  in  the  account  they  give 
of  Cain's  condud :  befides,  we  muft  add 
twenty  years  to  Adam's  life  to  put  him  upon 
a  footing  with  the  reft  of  mankind,  his  age 
being  counted  from  the  time  of  his  crea- 
tion, when  he  was  ofcourfe  at  maturity. 

In  procefs  of  time,  Seth's  pofterity,  who 
were  called  the  fons  of  God  becaufe  they 
praftifed  true  religion,  made  marriages 
with  the  children  of  men ;  that  is,  with  the 
wicked  race  of  Cain :  this  feduced  them 
from  the  church  of  God,  and  they  became 
as  corrupt  in  their  religion  and  morals  as 
the  reft  of  mankind. 

This  fatal  error  ftiould  be  a  warning  to 
all  ferious  people,  how  they  conneft  them- 
felves  for  life.  If  religion  and  virtue 
are  overlooked  in  marriage,  what  happi- 
nefs  can  be  expefted  from  the  union  ? 

Enoch, 
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Enoch,  whofe  hiftory  fo 

that  it  is  poflible  to  Hand  fir: 

the  midft  of  vice  and  wicked 

Noah  was  a  preacher  of 

and  moreover  a  prophet ;  b 

at  that  time  was  fo  wicked  th 

not  liften  to  him ;  they  wan 

had  they  behevcd  his  predifl 

not  but  fuppofe  they  would  Y 

ferendy.    When  nothing  ell 

vincethem,  the  Almighty  def 

world;  but  in  fo  merciful 

gave  the  inhabitants  time  to  r 

we  not  reafon,  then,  to  hope, 

many  thoufands  of  happy  fc 

conftantly  praifmg  and  gloril 

this  method  which  he  contin 

bringing  finners  to  himfelf 

mighty  could,  in  an  inftant,  h 

the  world ;   but  mercy  eve 

judgments  as  far  as  is  confi 

juftice. 

Very  foon  after  the  flood, 
build  the  tower  of  Babel, 
not  mean  it  as  a  fecurity  a^ 
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flood ;  as  they  mud  know  that  brick  and 
mortar  could  not  prote6l  them  againft  fuch 
an  inundation.  It  was  Ham's  wicked  race, 
headed  by  Nimrod,  who  formed  this  de- 
fign  ;  they  forfook  the  worfliip  of  the  true 
God^  and  wanted  to  acquire  a  glorious 
namc^  as  they  called  it^  and  to  eftablifli  an 
univerfal  empire.  Rebels  too  often  glory 
in  their  crimes :  this  was  a  very  daring  aft 
of  impiety  againft  God ;  particularly  as  it 
was  fo  ftiortly  after  his  deftroying  the  old 
world.  The  Almighty  confounded  both 
their  language  and  their  pride,  at  the  fame 
time ;  and  as  it  is  ufual  with  him  to  bring 
good  out  of  evil,  made  that  very  punifli- 
ment  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
by  giving  them  a  variety  of  tongues.  It  be- 
came necefTary  that  they  ftiould  form  them- 
felves  into  different  focie|ies  and  difpcrfe 
themfelves  in  the  world,  fo  as  to  inhabit  it 
more  equally.  Another  advantage  arofe 
from  it,  which  will  be  felt  as  long  as  the 
world  lafts ;  for  had  all  mankind  continued 
to  ufe  the  fame  language,  the  intercourfe 
by  fpeech  of  the  various  nations  fpread  over 

the 
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the  face  of  the  earth  with  each  other,  would 
have  been  rendered  fo  eafy  as  to  have  ob- 
viated die  neceffity  of  ftudy ;  by  which 
the  human  mind  has  been  opened  and  en- 
lai^d,  its  faculties  expanded,  and  by  con- 
fiant  exertion  of  its  powers,  rendered  ca- 
pable of,  and  fitted  for  the  moft  fublime  re- 
fearches. 

Before  I  quit  this  fubje3, 1  cannot  help 
making  a  refledion  on  the  above  very  won- 
derful tranfa6lion.  That  the  defcendants 
of  Noah,  even  during  his  life -time,  and 
within  fo  (hort  a  period  of  time  as  a  century 
after  fuch  a  manifeftation  of  the  juftice  and 
mercy  of  the  Almighty,  (hould  have  for- 
faken  their  God,  is  a  degree  of  madnefs 
which,  bad  as  the  world  is  now  fuppoled 
to  be,  we  can  fcarcely  conceive  poffible, 
and  to  which  nothing  lefs  than  the  autho- 
rity of  the  facred  writings  could  compel 
our  belief. 

The  firfl  fuperior  charafter  that  flrikes 
our  attention  after  this,  is  Abraham ;  whofe 
faith  and  piety  were  fo  great,  that  he  had 

C2  the 
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the  honor  to  be  ftyled  *  the  friend  of  GodL* 
The  genealogy  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
given  in  St.  Matthew's  gofpel,  begins  with 
him.  The  promife  made  to  him,  that  the 
Meffiah  (hould  be  born  of  his  pofterity,  is 
contained  in  Genefis,  chap.  xxii.  verfe  18. 
**  In  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of  the 
"  earth  be  bleffed/'  This  could  not  have 
been  faid  in  a  temporal  fenfe ;  for  fo  far 
from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  being 
blefled  in  his  feed,  the  Jews  were,  in  faft, 
the  enemies  of  all  other  people :  having 
been  felefted  by  the  Almighty  for  the  pu- 
niftiment  of  the  idolatrous  niitions  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  true  religion,  and  be- 
ing forbidden  by  their  law  to  have  any  in- 
tercourfe  or  connexion  with  ftrangers,  they 
were  confidered  by  their  neighbours  as  a 
proud,  infolent  people,  and  were  confe- 
quently  hated  and  defpifed  by  them.  The 
promife,  therefore,  was  evidently  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  nature,  and  was  not  fulfilled  until 
the  birth  of  our  blefled  Saviour ;  as  ap- 
pears alfo  from  St»  Paul's  epiftle  to  the 

Romans^ 
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RcHnaBS,  chap.  iv.  ver.  13I  "  For  the  pro* 
*  mife  that  he  {hould  be  the  heir  of  the 
•'world  was  not  to  Abraham^  or  to  his 
*fecd,  through  the  law,  but  through  the 
"  righteoufneis  of  faith/'  Again,  St.  Paul 
(fpeaking  of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham) 
lays,  '*  Moreover,  brethren,  I  would  not 
"  ye  (hould  be  ignorant  how  that  all  our 
'^  fathers  were  under  the  cloud,  and  all 
^  pafled  through  the  fea,  and  were  all  bap- 
^  tized  unto  M ofes  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the 
^  fea,  and  did  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat, 
''and  did  all  drink  the  fame  fpiritual 
"  drink ;  for  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual 
"  rock  that  followed  them ;  and  that  rock 
"  mras  Chrift."    (I.  Cor.  x.  1.  2.  3.  4.) 

Jacob  bleffing  his  children,  on  his  death- 
bed, is  alfo  well  worth  our  attention.  Had 
the  choice  refted  with  him,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  pofterity  of  his  be- 
loved Jofeph  would  have  enjoyed  the  ho- 
nor of  giving  birth  to  the  Mefliah ;  but 
from  the  8th  to  the  13th  verfe  of  the  forty- 
ninth  chapter  of  Genelis,  Jacob,  by  divine 
infpiration,  fixes  it  to  the  tribe  of  Judah ; 

which 
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which  was  kept  totally  di{lin6l  from  all 
the  other  tribes. 

That  Ruth,  whofe  hiftory  is  fo  beauti« 
fiilly  related  in  the  old  teftament,  was  ad- 
mitted into  this  tribe,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  to  point  out,  that  the  Gentiles 
were  to  partake  of  the  honor  and  bleflings 
of  our  beloved  Saviour,  in  his  human  as 
well  as  his  divine  nature,  (Ruth,  chap.  i. 
verfe  16.)  "  And  Ruth  faid,  intreat  me  not 
"  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  following 
"  after  thee,  for  whither  thou  goeft  I  will 
**  go,  and  where  thou  lodgeft  I  will  lodge : 
"  diy  people  (hall  be  my  people,  and  thy 
«  God^  my  God." 

Ruth  was  great-grand-mother  to  king 
David,  who  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  and  to 
whole  houfe  and  lineage  he  was  promifed. 
The  circumftance  alfo  of  her  having  been 
honored  with  a  feparate  book,  by  the  in- 
fpired  hiftorian,  feems  to  prove  that  there 
was  much  intended  under  her  pleafing  hif^ 
tory.  How  often  are  the  moft  wonderful 
counfels  of  the  Almighty  brought  about  by 
the  moft  eafy  and  natural  means ;  even 

when 
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when  the  perfons  concerned 
totally  unconfcious  of  the  gre 
have  in  hand !  Great  part  o 
tament  is  a  continued  proph< 
of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and 
arc  all  very  explicit  upon  thi 
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CHAPTER  THE  SECOND. 


HAVING  in  the  foregoing  cha] 
briefly  touched  on  fuch  parts  of 
old  teftament  as  I  conceived  neceflarj 
my  defign,  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  qbf< 
on  the  principal  events  in  the  life  of 
moft  gracious  Redeemer  ;  and  after 
ticing  two  or  three  chapters  of  St.  A 
thew  and  St.  Luke,  becaufe  they  take 
the  hiftory  from  an  earlier  period,  ] 
follow  tne  gofpel  recorded  by  St.  J( 
only  occafionally  commenting  on  fome 
rabies  contained  in  the  other  gofpels 
not  inferted  in  that  of  St.  John. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  I  (hall  b< 
with  the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  v 
the  i8th. 
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ST.  MATTHEW,   CHAP.  I. 

I 

"  18.  Now  the  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift  was 
"  on  this  wife.  When  as  his  mother  Mary 
"was  efpoufed  to  Jofeph,  before  they 
"  came  together,  (he  was  found  with  child 
"oftheHoIyGhoft. 

"  19.  Then  Jofeph,  her  hufband,  being 
"  a  juft  man,  and  not  willing  to  make  her 
"  a  public  example,  was  minded  to  put  her 
"  away  privily. 

"  20.  But  while  he  thought  on  thefe 
"  things,  behold  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
"  peared  unto  him  in  a  dream,  faying,  Jo- 
"  fcph,  thou  fon  of  David,  fear  not  to  take 
"  unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife,  for  that  which 
"  is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

"21.  And  {he  Ihall  bring  forth  a  fon, 
••  and  thou  fhalt  call  his  name  Jefus,  for 
"  he  fhall  fave  his  people  from  their  fins. 

**  22.    Now  all  this  was  done,  that   it 

"  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  of 

D  the 
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"  the  Lord  by  the  prophet,"  (Ifaiah,  chay 
vii.  ver.  i.)  "  faying, 

"23.   Behold   a  virgin  (hall  be  witls. 
"  child,  and  (hall  bring  forth  a  fon,  and 
"  they  fhall  call  his  name  Emmanuel ;  which. 
"  bebnig  interpreted  is,  God  with  us. 

"  24.  Then  Jofeph  being  raifed  from 
"  fleep,  did  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
"  had  bidden  him,  and  took  unto  him  his 
"  wife ; 

"  25.  And  knew  her  not  till  (he  had 
"  brought  forth  her  firft-bom  fon :  and  he 
"  called  his  name  Jefus." 

In  thofe  times,  God  was  pleafed  fre- 
quently to  reveal  his  will  by  dreams  and 
vifions.  Jofeph  did  not,  like  modem  infi- 
dels, difbelieve  the  divine  myftery  becaufe 
it  was  above  his  comprehenfion :  it  was 
fufficient  for  him  that  God  had  revealed 
it.  May  the  Almighty  grant  us  all  grace 
to  follow  his  bright  example,  in  the  perfeft 
aflurance  that,  altho'  we  now  fee  through 
a  glafs,  darkly,  all  things  will  be  cleared 
up  to  us  when  we  arrive  at  the  place  of 

the 
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tbeblefitd!  then  will  our  mi 
brged  to  underftand  the  myfte 
divine  religion. 

Unbelief  is  but  too  much  the 
the  prefent  age.  Pride,  and  th 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  fcr 
generally  the  caufes  of  it.  M< 
of  mercy  prefervc  us  from  this 
and  caufe  us  to  perufe  the  rei 
his  will  which  he  has  condefcen 
us,  widi  humiKty  and  reveren 
beg  God's  affiftance,  he  will,  af 
able  us  to  fee  clearly  every  thii 
neceflary  for  our  falvation ;  fi 
"  fiftetfi  the  proud,  but  giveth  [ 
"humble." 

What  is  faid  of  Jofeph,  that '' 
man,"  &c.  leads  me  to  obfervCj 
good  people  commonly  are  to 
uijury.  The  wicked  are  genen 
of  pufliing  the  law  to  its  utm 
but  the  pious,  benevolent  m; 
tear  of  tender  compaflion  over 
and  fufferings  of  human  nati 
obliged  by  the  law  to  punifh  t 

D2 
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he  proceeds  with  the  utmofl:  tendemefs  an. 
compaflion ;  knowing  that  he  himfelf  mui 
one  day  appear  before  the  Judge  of  th« 
whole  world,  and  that,  if  he  refufes  mercj 
to  his  fellow-creature,  he  cannot  expefi 
mercy  at  that  awful  tribunal  himfelfl 
May  we  all  make  an  intereft  in  the  favor 
of  this  Judge,  while  time  and  opportunities 
are  afforded  us !  Be  our  fituation  ever  fo 
difficult,  we  fhall  be  more  than  conquerors, 
if,  inflead  of  trufling  to  our  own  flrength, 
we  implore  proteftion  and  affiftance,  where 
we  are  afTured  that  the  truly  pious  and 
humble  Chriftian  never  fues  in  vain. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRD. 


ST.  hXJKt,   CHAP.  II. 


"  1.  A  N  D  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days, 
^  -^^  that  there  went  out  a  decree 
''  fix)m  Cacfar  Auguftus,  that  all  the  world 
"  Ihould  be  taxed. 

"  2.    (And  this  taxing  was  firft  made 
"  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria.) 
**  3.    And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every 
'*  one  into  his  own  city. 

"4.  And  Jofeph  alfo  went  up  from 
•'Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Nazareth, 
"  into  Judea,  unto  the  city  of  David,  which 
"  is  called  Bethlehem  ;  (becaufe  he  was  of 
"  the  houfe  and  lineage  of  David ;) 

**  5.    To  be  taxed,  with  Mary,  his  ef- 
'*  poufed  wife,  being  great  with  child. 

"6.  And 
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"6.  And  fo  it  was,  that  while  th^y 
"  were  there,  the  days  were  accompliflic^  ^ 
"  that  (he  ftiould  be  delivered. 

"  7.  And  (he  brought  forth  her  firffc- 
"  born  fon,  and  wrapped  him  in  Twaddling 
"  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,  becaufe 
"  there  was  no  room  for  him  in  the  inn/' 

Many  things  worthy  of  notice  are  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  verfes. 

The  Almighty,  who  difpofes  of  all 
events  and  dire£b  the  councils  of  kings, 
to  effeft  the  purpofes  of  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs,  feems  to  have  ordained  this  aft 
of  the  government  of  Auguftus  Caefar, 
(under  whofe  authority  the  Jewifh  people 
then  were)  to  take  place  at  this  particular 
time  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  third  verfe,  for  two  purpofes:  firft, 
that  the  prophecy  of  Micah,  chap.  v.  ver.  2. 
that  our  bleifed  Saviour  was  to  be  bom  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,  might  be  fulfilled  ; 
and,  fecondly,  that  by  means  of  the  great 
concourfe  of  people  neceffarily  affembled 
upon  this  occafion,   his  birth   might  be 

made 
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made  much  more  public  than  it 
could  have  been ;  as  the  wonc 
cumftances  which  attended  it  i 
been  known  to  all  who  were 
die  time,  who  would  naturally  n 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  c( 
dicir  return  home. 

So  great  indeed  was  the  mul 
thered  together  upon  this  o< 
Bethlehem,  that  the  bleffed  Vii 
procure  no  better  accommodati 
liable^  nor  the  divine  babe  than 
This  is  one  among  the  very  man; 
we  conftandy  meet  with  in  the 
our  Saviour,  that  whatever  was 
to  the  falvation  of  mankind,  w 
preferred  to  any  of  the  comfort 
veniencies  of  this  world. 

And  here,  let  us  not  overlool 
ing  leffon  given  us  of  condefce 
humility :  when  we  fee  the  Sc 
the  creator  of  the  world,  rK)t  dii 
take  up  his  refidence  in  a  liable 
furd  muft  it  make  all  the  pomp 
deur  of  this  world  appear!  and 


I 
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weak  mail,  after  this  be  proud  of  the  accL 
dental  advantages  of  riches  and  (how.  I 
he  muft  be  proud,  let  it  be  at  the  care  anc 
attention  with  which  the  Almighty  ftil 
regards  his  fallen  and  fmful  race,  making 
every  different  fituation  in  life  fubfervieni 
to  our  everlafting  happinefs,  if  we  do  noi 
countera6l  his  goodnefs  by  our  own  ob 
ftinacy. 

"  8.  And  there  were,  in  the  fame  coun 
"  try,  fhepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keep- 
"  ing  watch  over  their  flock,  by  night. 

"  9.  And  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lore 
"  came  upon  them  ;  and  the  glory  of  the 
"  Lord  (hone  round  about  them :  and 
"  they  were  fore  afraid." 

Though  our  bleffed  Saviour  had  a  man- 
ger for  his  cradle,  yet  nothing  could  be 
more  grand  than  the  manner  in  which  his 
birth  was  made  known :  the  heavenly  hofls 
were  fent  to  proclaim  it.  They  were  not 
fent  to  kings,  princes,  or  to  the  rulers  ol 
the  earth,  but  to  fimple  fhepherds.    Their 

narration 
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narratran  could  not  be  fufpefted  of  art, 
which  might  have  been  the  cafe  had  the 
glad  tidings  been  made  known  through 
the  great  or  the  learned. 

And  here  it  may  be  neceffary  to  ob- 
fcrve,  that  the  occupation  of  a  fhepherd, 
aznongft  the  Jews,  had,  many  centuries 
before,  been  confidered  amongft  the  iirft 
employments,  and  that  fome  of  their 
greateft  and  wifeft  chara6lers  had  exercifed 
it;  but,  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  it  was 
no  longer  fo,  but  as  in  our  own,  and  other 
countries,  was  confined  to  the  lower  or- 
ders of  men ;  .and  from  the  nature  of  their 
employment  they  were  generally  confi- 
dered as  ignorant,  fimple,  harmlefs  people^ 

"  10.  And  the  angel  faid  unto  them, 
**  fear  not ;  for  behold  I  bring  you  good 
**  tidings  of  great  joy  which  (hall  be  to  all 
**  people. 

"11.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in 
**  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is 
•*  Chrift  the  Lord. 

"12.  And  tlws  {hall  be  a  fign  unto  you : 
E  "ye 
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"  ye  (hall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  fwad  - 
"  dling  clpthes,  and  lying  in  a  manger. 

"  13.  And  fuddenly  there  was  with  the 
"  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft^ 
*'  praifing  God,  and  faying, 

"  14.    Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft ; 
"  and,  on  earth,  peace ;  goodwill  towards 


"  men," 


The  nativity  of  our  bleffed  Saviour  was 
firft  publiftied  by  one  angel,  but  a  multi- 
tude of  the  heavenly  hoft  joined  in  the 
celebration  of  it :  they  declared  that  this 
blefling  was  to  be  univerfal ;  not  confined 
to  any  nation  or  people,  but  was  intended 
for  all  people,  and  for  every  difiFerent  na- 
tion upon  earth.  Well,  therefore,  may 
•"  all  the  dear-bought  nations  fing,  rejoice 
**  and  give  thanks." 

The  (hepherds  immediately  fet  out,  tho' 
it  was  night,  to  fee,  their  new-bom  king 
and  faviour.  They  found  him  in  the 
humble  fituation  which  the  angels  had  de- 
fcribed;  and  they,  rejoicing,  proclaimed 
his  birth. 

In 
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In  the  following  verfes,  we  are  told  that 
ihrir  relation  of  thefe  tranfa6lions  excited 
wonder  in  all  who  heard  them  ;  but  that . 
Mary  preferved  the  remembrance  of  them 
and  pondered  them  in  her  heart ;  an(J 
that  the  {hepherds  returned  home,  praif- 
ing  and  glorifying  God  for  all  the  things 
they  had  heard  and  feen,  as  it  was  told 
unto  them. 

Any  occurrence  out  of  the  common 
Gourfe  of  nature  will  produce  wonder : 
but  to  make  our  admiration  ufeful  to  our- 
(elvesy  we  muft,  like  the  fliepherds,  believe 
and  be  thankful ;  and,  like  Mary,  ponder 
in  our  hearts  on  what  we  believe ;  fincc 
we  are  all  equally  concerned  in  this  myf- 
terious  tranfaftion. 

Would  we  derive  from  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures all  the  benefit  they  are  meant  to 
convey  to  us,  we  fhould  confider  every 
good  or  praife- worthy  aftion  which  is 
recorded  in  them,  as  an  example  to  our- 
fclves,  and  to  all  future  ages.  In  this 
light  I  regard  the  conduft  of  the  (hep- 
herds  ;  who,  highly  honored  as  they  had 
E  2  been 
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been  above  the  kings  and  learned  men  olE 
the  earth,  by  having  converfed  with  angels 
and  being  chofen  as  the  publifhers  of  the 
birth  of  our  bleffed   Saviour,    were  not 
therefore  puffed  up  with  pride  or  conceit^ 
but  returned  joyfully  to  their  former  hum* 
ble  employment.     Such  let  our  conduft 
be.     If  we  are  bleffed  with  any  particular 
fevors  of  Providence,  either  temporal  or 
fpiritual,  let  it  only  teach  us  gratitude  to 
our  Maker,  and  kindnefs  to  our  fellow- 
creatures. 

"21.  And  when  eight  days  were  ac- 
*^  complifhed  for  the  circumcifion  of  the 
"  child,  his  name  was  called  Jefus;  which 
"  was  fo  named  of  the  angel  before  he 
'*  was  conceived  in  the  womb," 

The  Jewifli  law  was  of  divine  inflitu- 
tion  ;  it  was  a  reprefentation  of  what  our 
bletfed  Saviour  was  to  do  and  fuffer  for 
us :  it  was  imperfeftly  praftifed  by  the 
Jews  till  he  came;  when  he  in  his  own 
perfon  having  fulfilled  the  whole  law,  ef- 

tablifhed 
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tablifhed  the  Chriftian  religion,  c 
nant  of  grace,  in  its  ftead  :  a  rel 
much  fuperior  to  the  Jewilh,  as  \ 
ftance  is  to  the  (hadow,  or  the 
manceofany  thing  to  the  promi 
The  Jewilh  religion  was  evitlcntly 
of  preparation  for  the  Chriftian ;  o 
all  its  ceremonies  were  types  and  11 
Thus  their  facrifices  were  adraira 
culated  to  imprefs  the  mind  v 
dreadful  nature  of  fin,  which  coi 
be  atoned  by  blood,  and  to  point 
neceflity  of  the  death  of  the  finne 
fome  one  in  his  ftead ;  and  wou 
rally  lead  the  Jews,  who  could  r 
pofe  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  < 
could  of  itfelf  take  away  fin,  to 
the  promifed  faviour,  through 
whom  alone  they  could  produce 
feft. 

By  his  facrifice  of  himfelf,  onc< 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world, 
Jcwifli  types  being  changed  intc 
they  were  of  courfe  aboliftied. 


/ 
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more  perfeft  fyftem  of  the   gofpel   cd 
venant  eftablifhed. 

"  25.  And  behold  there  was  a  man  in 
**  Jerufalem  whofe  name  was  Simeon,  and 
**  the  fame  man  was  juft  and  devout,  wait- 
"  ing  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael ;  and 
"  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  upon  him. 

"  26.  And  it  was  revealed  unto  him,  b) 
"  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  he  (hould  not  fee 
"  death  before  he  had  feen  the  Lord  Chrift 

**  27.  And  he  came  by  the  Sphrit  int< 
"  the  Temple  ;  and  when  the  parent 
"  brought  in  the  child  Jefus,  to  do  fo 
"  him  after  the  cuftom  of  the  law, 

"  28.  Then  took  he  him  up  in  hi 
"  arms,  and  bleffed  God,  and  faid : 

"  29.  Lord,  now  letteft  thou  thy  fervan 
"  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word 

"  30.  For  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  fal 
"  vation." 

The  fame  holy  fpirit  promifes  us  like 
wife,  that  we  ftiall  fee  him :  not  indeei 

witl 
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with  bodily  eyes  as  Simeon  did,  but  with 
the  eye  of  faith ;  if,  like  him,  we  will  per- 
form the  conditions  upon  which  that  pro- 
miie  was  made. 

We  fee  alfo  in  Anna,  the  prophetefs,  as 
related  in  fome  following  verfes  of  the 
lame  chapter,  the  great  encouragement 
given  to  perfeverance.  She,  like  Simeon, 
was  informed  of  the  real  and  true  appear- 
ance of  the  faviour  of  the  world  in  that 
bkifed  babe. 

Every  wilful  negleft  of  public  worfhip 
is  very  dangerous ;  as  fomething  requifite 
to  us  to  learn,  or  applicable  to  our  own 
fituation,  may  be  loft  by  our  abfence. 
Stanhope,  in  a  difcourfe  on  St.  Thomas's- 
day,  attributes  the  difbelief  of  that  apoftle 
to  his  not  being  with  his  brethren  when 
Jefus  appeared ;  and  makes  thefe  pertinent 
remarks  on  the  fubjeft.  "  When  floth,  or 
"  contempt,  or  a  light  difpofition,  or  a 
**  pretence  of  bufmefs,  tempts  you  to  be 
"  abfent,  think  with  yourfelf,  it  may  be, 
^  God  this  day  may  by  his  minifter  tell 
"  roe  fome  neceffary  thing  which  1  knew 

not 
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•*  not  before.  It  may  be,  he  may  drive 
"  fome  po\%-erful  exhonation  home  upo0 
•*  mv  conference,  which  mav  make  me  t 
**  better  man  ever  after:  fome  lurking  fin 
**  may  be  difcovered ;  or  fome  domtncci* 
**  ing  luft  fubdued.  My  zeal,  my  devo- 
'"  tion,  mv  charity,  may  be  inflamed,  by 

*  joining  in  prayer  with  my  fellov-chrif- 
**  liaos.  But  why  do  1  fay.  it  miy  be! 
•*  for  fome  of  thefe  cenainiy  will  be. 
**  God  hath  corr.nianded  h.i  blefling  to 

*  wait  at  his  o^~n  home :   and  no   man 

*  ever  came  ihkher  a>  he  oughi^  but  he 

*  wen:  Kick  Seiier  ihan  he  c^me.* 

So  far  Stanhope.  Let  !T5e  acd,  that  to 
fl^t  or  neg\ct  To  grest  a  pnvi^ge  when 
offrnrd  to  x:^.  a>  iha:  cf  r<*:n5  admitted 
kuo  the  pn^fcr^e  of  ccr  Xliker  and  of 
appKirg  :o  r.im  for  whi:c\ er  -a^  nand  in 
aeevi  o:,  vTih  2  prc^rvi*:  :hu:  he  will  grant 
OCT  p«30t.n>  2>  fir  a>  ih:f\  ire  coTKiuci\"c 
to  OCT  real  cx^»i  -^-^v  ri:^ri.V:Y  r*  fup- 
poied  TO  o^ci-ji  r.iTTL  Irv^u^h  ib  grraily 
iadiLlgei::  :c  i:n.  ;?e  ha>  Src'j:r?d  himielf 
a  lalocs  G*>i  wh.-^  vil  r^.x  ibatr   his 

kind 
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kind  offers  to  be  rejefted  with  impunity : 
furely,  at  lead,  we  run  the  rifk  of  his  with- 
drawing from  us  the  afliftance  of  his  holy 
fpirit,  without  which  all  our  endeavors  to 
pieafe  him  caiSnot  but  fail,  when  we  wil- 
fiilly  negleft  the  means  he  has  pointed  out 
to  preferve  fo  great  a  bleffing. 

Although  true  humility  is  one  of  the 

firft  and  mod  diftinguifliing  marks  of  a 

Chriflian^  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 

thofe  who  attempt,  under  that  pretence, 

to  debafe  human   nature,   are   its  worft 

enemies.      Of  this  defcription  are  thofe 

who  by  their  writings  have  endeavored 

to  reprefent  it  in  the  blackeft  and  moft 

frightful  colors,  which,  inRead  of  holding 

out  an  encouragement  to  virtue,  is  apt  to 

deprefs  the  mind  of  the  pious  and  humble 

Chriftian ;  whereas,  when  we  refleft  upon 

the  honor  that  the  Son  of  God  has  done 

our  nature,  we  ought  to  do  every  thing 

in  our  power  to  honor  it.     Are  we  not 

exprefsly  told,  in  the  facred  writings,  that, 

at  the  day  of  judgment,  we  (hall  fee  God 

and  man  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  and 

F  that 
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that  angels  and  archangels  will  fall  do\*rji 
and  worftiip  him  ? 

Surely  this  ought  to  be  a  motive  with 
us,  to  endeavor  to  adorn  with  every  grace 
and  virtue  a  nature  fo  honored. 

The  facred  hiftory  paffes  over  feveral 
years  of  our  bleffed  Saviour's  life ;  and  thb 
chapter  concludes  with  an  account  of  a 
journey  made  by  Jofeph  and  Mary  to 
Jerufalem,  to  celebrate  the  paflbver,  and 
of  their  taking  our  Lord  with  them  when 
he  was  only  twelve  years  of  age ;  of  his 
tarrying  behind  them  among  the  doftors 
in  the  Temple ;  and  of  his  return  with 
them  to  Nazareth,  where  he  continued 
fubjeft  to  them. 

In  the  conduft  of  Jofeph  and  Mary  we 
have  an  example  fet  us  which  ought  to  be 
followed  by  all  good  parents  :  that  of 
making  their  children  partakers  with  them, 
as  early  as  poflible,  in  their  religious  duties ; 
for  whatever  care  and  attention  they  may 
pay  to  their  offspring  in  other  matters,  if 
this  moft  effential  point  be  neglefted,  they 
are  guilty  of  a  great  breach  of  duty,  both 

to 
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to  themfelves  and  their  children.     Youth 
J  is  the  feafon  in  which  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  lading  impreflions  are  made:    it  is 
therefore  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  dur- 
ing that  period,  to  make  them  fenfible  of 
their  duty  to  their  Maker ;  nor  can  there, 
in  my  opinion,  be  a  more  delightful  fight 
than  that  of  a  well-inftrufled  child  joining 
with  its  innocent  voice  in  the  praifes  of  its 
Creator :  it  is  a  fight  that  mufl;  be  pleafmg 
to  men  and  angels. 
It  always  appeared  to  me  poflible,  and 
I    experience  has  convinced  me  of  it,  that 
we  may  give  children  inftruftion  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  make  it  a  pleafure  to  them 
inftead  of  a  tafk ;  and  that  fuch  a  mode, 
if  pra£licable,  is  to  be  preferred,  more  ef- 
pecially  in  religious  matters,  will  not,  I 
think,  be  denied. 

We  (hould  be  very  cautious  not  to  give 
children  a  difgufl  to  their  duty,  by  mak- 
ing  it  too  burthenfome  or  fevere,  left,  as 
I  am  afraid  is  too  often  the  cafe,  it  (hould 
grow  up  with  them  and  fettle  into  habit. 
Wc  fhould  firft  gain  their  hearts,  and  then 
F  2  endeavor 
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endeavor  to  convince   their  reafon,  en- 
couraging  a    laudable  curiofity ;    "which, 
under  proper  reftraints,  may  be  turned 
both  to  the  amufement  and  improvement 
of  youth. 

In  our  Saviours  example,  we  may  fee 
the  reverence  and  dutiful  fubmiffion  we 
owe  to  our  parents.     There  is  no  cafe  in 
which  we  are  exempted  from  this  duty, 
except  where   it   unfortunately   happens 
that  the  will  of  the  parent  is  fet  in  oppo- 
fition  to  flill  higher  duties  ;  namely,  thofe 
to  our   Maker :    and,  even  in  this  cafe, 
although  we  are  bound  to  obey  God  rather 
than  our  earthly  parents,  we  fliould  fo 
foften  our  refufal  to  comply  with  their  de- 
fires,  by  modefty  and  humility,  as  to  con- 
vince them  that  nothing  lefs  than  our  eter- 
nal intereft  ftiould  interfere  with  our  duty 
to  them.     Such  a  conduft,  which  is  con- 
formable to  what  both  the  laws  of  God 
and  man  require  of  us,  may  probably  pro- 
duce the  happieft  effefts,  by  (hewing  our 
parents  the  impropriety  of  their  expec- 
tations, and  inducing  them  to  give  them  ' 

"P. 
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op,  without   our  appearing  to  aflume  a 
fuperiority,  which  is  always  improper. 

The  joy  which  muft  have  filled  the 
brcaft  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  on  finding 
Jefus,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived  than 
defcribed ;  for  though  (he  knew  him  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  yet,  during  the  time 
that  the  miffed  him,  human  nature  pre- 
vailed, and  diftrafted  her  with  all  the 
doubts  and  apprehenfions  natural  to  a 
mother  for  the  fafety  of  a  beloved  child. 

It  muft  have  alfo  been  a  great  additional 
gratification  to  her  to  have  found  him  fo 
worthily  employed,  fitting  in  the  midfl:  of 
the  dodors,  and  afl:onifliing  all  that  heard 
him  at  his  underftanding.  To  the  remon- 
ftrance  of  his  mother,  our  Saviour  makes 
00  other  reply  than,  that  when  higher 
duties  call,  earthly  ones  muft  give  place ; 
and  then,  with  the  utmoft  refpeft  and 
meeknefs,  returns  with  her  and  his  re- 
puted father  to  Nazareth. 

Thofe  who  fancy  themfelves  above 
their  parents  from  any  fuperior  acquifition 
of  knowledge  or  fortune,  would  do  well 
to  look  to  this  example  fet  them  by  their 

God 
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God  and  Saviour,  left  it  rife  up  in  jud^'^' 
ment  againft  them,  fhould  they  negleft  ^O 
pofitive  a  duty. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  with  his  humsB^xi 
nature,  took  all  its  infirmities,  fin  o^hly  e?c:- 
cepted:  therefore  in  that  nature  (as  \r^ 
are  told  in  the  5  2d  verfe)  he  increafed  ii3 
wifdom  as  he  did  in  ftature,  and  in  favor 
with  God  and  man. 

The  facred  hiftory  is  filent  for  the  next 
eighteen  years  of  our  beloved  Lord's  life, 
and  commences  again  at  his  baptifm. 

I  (hall  beg  leave  to  conclude  my  obfer- 

vations  on  this  chapter  with  a  few  lines 

from  *  Hervey's  Starry  Heavens,'  as  being 

more  to  the   purpofe  of  exprefling  the 

wonderful  goodnefs  of  our  God,  than  any 

thing  I  could  fay  upon  this  divine  fubjeft. 

"  How  amazing,  how  charming,  is  that 

"  divine  benignity  which  is  pleafed  to  be- 

**  ftow  its  facred  regards  to  fo  foolifh  and 

.  "  worthlefs  a  creature,  yet  difdaining  not 

"  from  the  height  of  infinite  exaltation  to 

"  extend  its  kind  providential  care  to  our 

"  moft  minute  concerns !  This  is  amazing ! 

"  but 
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'  but  that  the  everlafting  Sovereign  (hould 
"  give  himfelf  to  be  made  flefh,  and  be- 
"  come  our  Saviour,  fliall  I  call  it  a  mi- 
"  racle  of  condefcending  goodnefs  ?  rather 
^'what  are  all  miracles — what  are  all  my- 
"  fteries  to  this  !*• 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  FOURTH. 


THAT  I  may  omit  no  event  whi 
has  any  relation  to  the  miraculo 
birth  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  I  muft  nc 
call  your  attention  to  a  circumflance  of 
very  peculiar  nature,  and  well  worth  o 
obfervation ;  which  we  (hall  find  record 
in  the  fecond  chapter  of  St.  Matthew. 


ST.  MATTHEW,  CHAP.  II. 

'*  1.  Now  when  Jefus  was  born  in  Bet 
"  lehem  of  Judea  in  the  days  of  Hen 
"  the  king,  behold  there  came  wife  ra( 
"  from  the  eaft  to  Jerufalem,  faying,  whe 
"  is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the  Jews,  f 
"  we  have  feen  his  ftar  in  the  Eaft,  ai 
"  are  come  to  worfhip  him." 

Tl 
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The  wife  men  here  defcribed  were  per- 
fons  whofe  lives  had  been  devoted  to  ftudy, 
and  who  made  it  their  employment  to  en- 
quire, and  diligently  to  fearch  into,  the 
hidden  things  of  nature,  particularly  into 
the  motions  and  difpofitions  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies ;  a  ftudy  of  all  others  the 
mod  likely  to  raife  our  notions  of  that 
great  Being,  who  not  only  created,  but 
conflantly  keeps  in  order  that  wonderful 
fyftem.  The  veneration  and  profound 
refped  in  which  thefe  wife  men  were  held, 
appear  from  the  important  matters  en- 
trufted  to  their  management :  they  were 
the  counfellon,  the  judges,  the  priefts,  the 
rulers;  in  a  word,  the  oracles  of  the 
eaftern  countries.  *' 

Their  going  to  Jerufalem  with  full  af- 
furancc  that  the  Jewifh  priefts  could  in- 
form them  of  the  place  of  the  Mefliah's 
birth,  might  probably  be  owing  to  a  tra- 
dition fpread  by  the  Jews,  at  the  time  of 
their  feveral  captivities,  of  his  expefted 
advent ;  and  thus  (as  in  almoft  every  in- 
llance  the  Almighty  made  their  punifti- 
Q  ment 
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ment  for  idolatry  the  means  of  promoting' 
his  own  wife  purpofe)  was  held  out  the 
expe6lation  of  a  faviour  to  the  furround* 
ing  nations.     Befides,  we  may  naturally 
fuppofe  that  the  famous  prophecy  of  Ba* 
laam,  when  fent  for  by  Balak  to  curfe  the 
Ifraelites,  was  kept  with  great  care  amongft 
the  Gentiles,  in  expe6lation  of  its  accom- 
plifliment. 

"  I  fhall  fee  him,  but  not  now :  I  fhall 
"  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  :  there  (hall 
"  come  a  ftar  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  fceptrc 
*'  fhall  rife  out  of  Ifrael,  and  (hall  fmite 
"  the  comers  of  Moab,  and  deftroy  all  the 
"  children  of  Sheth.  And  Edom  fliall 
"  be  a  poffeffion ;  Seir  alfo  fhall  be  a  pof- 
"  feffion  for  his  enemies,  and  Ifrael  fhall 
"  do  valiantly.  Out  of  Jacob  fhall  come 
•*  he  that  fhall  have  dominion,  and  fhall 
"  deflroy  him  that  remaineth  in  the  city.**  , 
— (Numb.  xxiv.  17.  18.  19.) 

When,  therefore,  the  flar  appeared,  the 
poflerity  of  Jacob  were  the  only  people 
to  whom  the  wife  men  could  apply  for 
the  information  they  wanted.     The  lall 

verfc 
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fcrfe  appears  to  be  a  prediflion 
dcftruftion  of  Jertrfalem  for  their  r 
and  crucifying  the  faviour  of  the  ^ 

The  Almighty  fuits  his  miracle 
different  fituations  of  thofe  for  w 
they  are  intended.  To  the  wife  e 
appearance  of  an  extraordinary  fta 
be  more  impreffive  than  any  01 
common  event. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour  was  alfo 
lariy  attentive  to  this  circumftanc 
on  earth :  to  fiftiermen  he  manif 
power,    by   giving    them    a    w< 
draught  of  fifties ;   to  thofe  fp^ 
hunger  and  fatigue,  by  feeding  tl 
miraculous  manner;  to  failors, 
manding  a  calm  in  the  midft  of  ; 
to  the  fick,  lame,  and  blind,  ,by 
of  health,  ftrengdi,  and  fight.     I 
Wes,  in  like  manner,  were  dra^ 
the  common  occurrences  of  life  ; 
the  fowcr,  the  good  feed  and  t 
the  vineyard,  the  pruning  of  ti 
the  (hepherd  and  his  (heep. 
G2 


I 
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For  thefe  hints  I  am 'chiefly  indebte 
Stanhope,  who  treats  the  fubjeft  at  1 
in  his  comment  on  the  Epiphany. 

Let  us  now  return  to  St.  Matthew.- 

•*  3.  When  Herod  the  king  heard  t 
**  things,  he  was  troubled,  and  all  Jei 
**  lem  with  him. 

"  4.  And  when  he  had  gathered  all 
•'  chief  priefts  and  fcribes  of  the  pe 
**  together,  he  demanded  of  them  w 
''  Chrift  (hould  be  born. 

•'  5.  And  they  faid  unto  him,  in  B 
"  lehem  of  Judea  :  for  thus  it  is  wri 
**  by  the  prophet : 

*'  6.  And  thou,  Bethlehem,  in  the  1 
"  of  Judea,  art  not  the  leaft  amongft 
"  princes  of  Juda  :  for  out  of  thee  1 
"  come  a  governor  that  fliall  rule  my  ] 
"  pie  Ifrael. 

"  7.   Then  Herod,  when  he  had 
"  vily  called  the  wife  men,  enquirec 
•'  them  diligently  what  time  the  ftar 
^*  peared. 

"8.. 
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•*  8.  And  he  fent  them  to  Bethlehem, 
••  and  faid,  go  and  fearch  diligently  for  the 
•'  young  child  :  and  when  ye  have  found 
"  him,  bring  me  word  again,  that  I  may 
^  come  and  worfhip  him  alfo." 

Before  we  proceed  with  this  relation, 
let  us  paufe  a  little,  to  confider  the  con- 
duft  of  Herod,  as  recorded  in  the  fore- 
going verfes.  It  appears  evidently  that 
he  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  prophecies, 
and  in  confequence  expefted,  with  the 
generality  of  the  Jewifli  people,  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  extraordinary  charafter 
about  that  time. 

The  account  given  him  by  the  wife 
men,  that  a  flar  had  pointed  out  to  them 
his  binh,  (as  he  fuppofed  the  prophecies 
to  relate  to  a  temporal  prince  who  ftiould 
deprive  him  of  his  kingdom,)  greatly 
alarmed  him,  and  all  thofe  who  were  con- 
nefied  with  him,  or  held  offices  under 
him ;  for  fo  I  underftand  the  expreffion 
that  all  Jerufalem  was  troubled  with  him 

at 
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at  the  news.  He  therefore  determined  by 
artifice  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  opportimky 
offered  him,  by  the  fearch  erf  the  u^ifc 
men,  to  difcover  his  dreaded  rival;  amd 
having  learnt  from  the  chief  pricfts  and 
fcribes,  who  had  the  care  of  the  facred 
books,  and  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  pro- 
pound the  prophecies,  that  Chrift  was  to 
be  born  in  Bethlehem,  he  direfted  the  wife 
men  thither ;  and,  concealing  the  blackeft 
defigns  under  the  pretence  of  religious 
zeal,  defired  them  to  bring  him  word 
when  they  had  found  the  child.  But  be« 
fore  he  difmiffed  them,  he  took  care  to 
learn  from  them  the  precife  time  that  the 
ftar  appeared,  and  of  confequence  the  ex- 
aft  age  of  the  child,  with  a  view,  no 
doubt,  to  the  fubfequcnt  murder,  in  cafe 
he  could  fucceed  by  no  other  means. 

**  g.  When  they  had  heard  the  king, 
"  they  departed :  and  lo,  the  ftar  which 
"  they  faw  in  the  Eaft  went  before  them 
"  till  it  came  and  flood  over  where  the 
".  young  child  was. 

''  10.  When 
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•*  la  When  they  faw  the  ftar,  they  re- 
'  jaiced  with  exceeding  great  joy. 

"11.  And  when  they  were  come  into 
•*  ^  houfe^  they  faw  the  young  child^ 
'wtth  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down 
^  and  worfliipped  him  :  and  when  they 
*had  opened  their  treafures  they  pre- 
^  fentedunto  him  gifts  :  gold  and  firank^- 
"  inflcn/e  and\  myrrh/' 

Compare  the  foregoing  paflage  with  the 
piophecy  contained  in  the  loth  and  nth 
verfa  of  the  feventy-fecortd  Pfalm : 

"  The  kings  of  Tarlhifli,  and  of  the  ifles 
**  {hall  bring  prefents :  the  kings  of  Sheba 
•*  and  Seba  ftiall  offer  gifts  :  all  kings 
**  {hall  fall  down  before  him  :  all  nations 
"fhaUdohimfervice." 

"  12.  And  being  warned  of  God  in  a 
"  dteam,,  that  they  fhould  not  return  to 
"  Herod,  they  departed  into  their  own 
*  country  another  way^." 

Let 
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Let  the  conduft  of  the  wife  men,  <^^ 
this  occafion,  be  a  leffon  to  us,  to  obey  t^ 
commands  of  God  rather  than  thofe      ^ 
men.     We  are  too  apt  to  excufe  ourfel^^^^ 
from  the  performance  of  our  duty,  wh^^ 
it  does  not  exaftly  fuit  our  wifhes,  or  o  «- 
interefts,   under  the   plea   that   it   woim  J 
give  difpleafure  to  fome  great  perfon,    ^^ 
difoblige  fome  friend  ;  and  that  therefor''^ 
if  we  omit  it,  the  fault  does  not  reft  on  ui^ 
whofe  inclination'  would  have  led  us  t^ 
do  right,  had  not  the  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence prevented   us.      This    may   fatisf)^ 
ourfelves,  but  is  too  fhallow  an  evafionc- 
to   impofe  even  upon   the  world  :    ho\r^ 
much  lefs  on  that  Being  who  knows  the 
fecrets  of  all  hearts  !     It  can  only  prove, 
that  we  prefer  the  interefts  of  this  world  to 
thofe  of  the  next,  and  are  more  afraid  of 
offending  man  than  God.     To  the  world, 
therefore,  we  muft  look  for  our  reward. 


t( 


13.    And  when  they  were  departed, 
"  behold,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeareth 

"to 
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u6i  of  the  wife  men,  s 
a  leflbn  to  us,  to  obey  lit 
od  rather  than  thofeii 
»o  apt  to  excufe  ourfdw 
ance  of  our  duty,  what 
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"  to  Jofeph  in  a  dream,  faying,  J 
"take  the  young  child  and  his 
"  and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  be  th 
"  until  I  bring  thee  word :  for  H( 
"  feek  the  young  child  to  deftroy 

The  poor  and  humble  fituatior 
feph  and  Mary,  might  have  made 
venient  for  them  to  have  taken 
and  unexpefted  a  journey  with^ 
afliftance.  The  Almighty  rem< 
difficulty  by  natural  means,  in 
prefented  to  them  by  the  wife  m< 

The  cuftom  of  prefenting  gi 
we  approach  fuperiors,  continue 
Eaft  to  this  day,  and  is  confide 
mark  of  refpeft  and  reverence. 

What  an  exaltation  to  the  Gen' 
thefe  wife  men  ftiould  thus  pub] 
and  adore  the  faviour  of  the  wc 
be  made  the  happy  inftrument 
porting  him  in  his  exile ! 

'  14-    When  he  arofe,  he 
H 
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"  young  child  and  his  mother  by  night, 
"  and  departed  into  Egypt; 

"  15.  And  was  there  until  the  death  of 
"  Herod  :  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which 
"  was  fpoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  pro- 
"  phet,  faying,  out  of  Egypt  have  I  called 
*'  my  fon. 

"  16.  Then  Herod,  when  he  faw  that 
"  he  was  mocked  of  the  wife  men,  was 
"  exceeding  wroth,  and  fent  forth  and 
'*  flew  all  the  children  that  were  in  Beth- 
"  lehem,  and  in  all  the  coafls  thereof,  from 
"  two  years  old  and  under,  according  to 
•'  the  time  which  he  had  diligently  en- 
'*  quired  of  the  wife  men." 

It  is  not  poflible  to  read  the  above  ac- 
count of  the  defperate  pitch  of  wicked- 
nefs  to  which  Herod  had  now  attained, 
without  feeling  the  utmoft  horror.  This 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  us  all,  to  avoid 
the  firft  ftep  in  the  path  of  vice.  No  man 
ever  became  extremely  vicious,  any  more 
than  virtuous,  at  once.     Bad  habits,  as 

well 
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well  as  good  ones,  are  formed  by  pra6Uce, 
and  g^n  additional  ftrength   by   every 
repetition.      Herod  muft  have  long  in- 
dulged himfelf  in   thtc  paflions   of  anger 
and  cruelty,  dreadful  in  all  perfons,  but 
more  fo  in  princes,  whofe  power  extend- 
ing  in  many  countries  even  to  life  and 
death,  enables  them  to  commit  the  greateft 
mifchiefs.    Our  paflidns  (hould  be  care- 
fully governed,  from  the  earlieft  infancy ; 
nor  can  parents  do  a  greater  injury  to 
their  children  than,  from  an  abfurd  fond- 
ncfs,  to  indulge  them  in  their  ill-humor« 
and  ftruggles  for  fuperiority;   but  more 
than  all  in  afts  of  cruelty,  which  children 
praftife  at  firft  from  want  of  thought,  but 
which  as  they  grow  up  change  into  evil 
habits  and  harden  the  mind  againft  all  the 
bed  feelings  of  humanity.     I  would  par- 
ticularly  warn   parents  againft  fuffering 
their  children  to  engage  in  thofe  fports 
which  confitt   in   tormenting  fome   ani- 
mals, and  depriving  others  of  their  young; 
which,  however  common,  and  therefore 
unattended  to,  have,  I  am  perfuaded,  often 
H  2  been 
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been  the  caufe,  in  more  advanced  life,  of 
cruelties  to  their  own  fpecies. 

We  are  affured  that  the  greateft  mon- 
fter  who  ever  governed  the  Roman  em- 
pire begun  his  cruehies  in  infancy,  in  the 
torture  and  deftruftion  of  harmlefs  flies. 
Paflionate  people  muft  neceflarily  often 
commit  afts  of  injuftice  ;  for  when  we  lofe 
the  guidance  of  reafon,  on  what  can  we 
depend  ? 

The  abfurdity  difcoverable  in  the  con- 
duft  of  Herod  is  no  lefs  ftriking  than  the 
wickednefs  of  it,  and  may  ferve  to  (hew 
us.  what  a  weak,  fenfelefs  being  man  is, 
when  left  to  the  guidance  of  his  paflions. 
We  can  fcarce  conceive  any  rational  mind 
fo  totally  buried  in  darknefs  and  error. 
The  Mefliah  was  promifed  as  foon  as  man 
had  finned,  and  the  promife  had   been 
confirmed,  in  a  very  particular  manner, 
to  the  Jews,  on  the  firfl:  eftablifhment  of 
their  religion :  all  men  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  were  in 
daily  expe6lation  of  him,  to  which  was 
owing  the  number  of  pretenders  to  that 

high 
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Wgh  dignity,  as  related  in  the  fifth  chap- 
ter of  Afts,  verfes  36  and  37. 

From  the  charafter  of  Herod,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  that,  had  he  underftood 
the  true  nature  of  the  expefted  faviour, 
he  would  have  been  extremely  indifferent 
about  him,  nor  have  been  guilty  of  the 
dreadful  cruelties  which  his  jealoufy  of 
power  occafioned :  but  though  he  miftook 
the  nature  of  the  prophecies,  it  is  evident 
he  believed  in  the  truth  of  them  :  all  his 
aftions  point  this  out :  yet  was  he  fo 
abfurd  as  to  fuppofe  the  Almighty  would 
permit  him  to  overthrow  his  fixed  deter- 
minations, confirmed  by  folemn  and  re- 
peated promifes. 

This  union  of  vice  and  abfurdity,  which 
we  have  noticed  in  Herod,  is  generally  to 
be  obferved  in  the  conduft  of  the  ^un- 
godly. Wilful  ignorance  is  the  parent  of 
vice,  as  well  asof  fuperftition.  God  does 
not  expecl  from  us  blind  obedience,  but 
^rational  fervice:  he  has  given  us  reafon 
^  a  guide,  which  we  are  bound  to  im- 
prove by  every  means  in  our  power,  which 

tho' 
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tho'  in  itfelf  infufficient,yet  when  aided  2 
informed  by  revelation,  will  be  a  fuffici 
guide.  It  will  therefore  be  no  excufe 
us  to  plead  ignorance  for  a  failure  in  i 
duty,  if  we  have  buried  the  talent  intr 
ed  to  us  in  a  napkin.  It  is  on  this  wa 
ignorance  that  the  grand  foe  of  mank 
grounds  one  of  his  moft  fatal  attacks. 

"  17.  Then  was  fulfilled  that  wh 
"  was  fpoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet,  i 
"  ing, 

"  18.  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  he< 
"  lamentation,  and   weeping,   and  gi 
*^  mourning ;   Rachael  weeping   for 
"  children,  and  would  not  be  comfor 
"  becaufe  they  are  not." 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  point  out 
you  how  exaflly  this  prophecy  of  J< 
raiah  was  fulfilled,  in  the  tranfaftion 
are  now  confidering;  but  it  may  not 
amifs  to  obferve  to  you  in  this  place,  t 
many  of  the  prophecies  have  a  dou 
objeft,  and  allude  not  only  to  the  tii 

w 
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'Jf  infufficient.yet  when  aidcdi 
by  revelation,  will  be  a  fufficc 
C  will  therefore  be  noexcuie.'; 
d  ignorance  for  a  failure  inc. 
;  have  buried  the  talent  ivd 
I  a  napkin.  It  is  on  this  e. 
that  the  grand  foe  of  mk 
leofhisraoft  fatal  attach. 

Then  u-as  fulfilled  that  ^s^ 
en  by  Jeremy  the  prophet,  lav- 
Rama  was  there  a  voice  hear^ 
ion.  and  weeping,  an  ^ 
,  ;  Rachael  y^^eepK  for  ^ 
^ind  would  not  be  comfon^ 

bey  are  not. 

•^ely  neceflary  to  po.t  o. J 
Jly  this  prophecv^  J; 

ifidenng;  but  -^^^,^^, 
^-•^^^>""  hacado"!':^ 
iJude  not  oni)  ;,„„ 
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when  delivered,  but  alfo  to  fun 
as  m  the  inftance  now  before 
prophet  feems  to  have  had  in 
only  the  atrocious  murders  com 
Herod,  but  alfo  the  approachin 
of  Jeruralem  by  Nebuzaradan,  w 
have  produced  fimilar  diftreffes, 
Rachael  is  not  to  be  underlie 
luding  to  any  private  individuj 
the  general  mother  of  the  two  tri 
in  one,  who  were  involved  in 
mity,  (he  being  the  mother  of  J^ 
Benjamin;  and  the  diftreffes  o 
are  a  lively  and  affecting  pifliu 
fufiFerings  of  a  parent  under  fuc 
ftances. 

Herod  was  not  the  lefs  culpat 
this  uagedy  had  been  foretold 
not  compelled  to  perform  it,  t 
Jnfligated  to  it  by  pride,  envy 
*nd  every  hateful  paffion  whic 
human  nature ;  thefe  had  take 
feffioniof  him,  and  have  caufed 
held  up  as  a  monRer  of  barl 
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only  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  but  to 
all  fuccecding  ages. 

"  19.  But  when  Herod  \vas  dead,  be- 
"  hold  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
**  in  a  dream  to  Jofeph  in  Egypt,  faying, 
"  Arife  and  take  the  young  child  and  his 
"  mother,  and  come  into  the  land  of  If- 
"  rael,  for  they  are  dead  which  fought  the 
"  young  child's  life. 

"21.  And  he  arofe  and  took  the  young 
"  child  and  his  mother  and  came  into  the 
^  land  of  Ifrael. 

"  22-  But  when  he  heard  that  Archelaus 
"  did  reign  in  Judea  in  the  room  of  his 
"  father  Herod,  he  was  afraid  to  go  thither; 
"  notwithftanding  being  warned  of  God 
"  in  a  dream,  he  turned  afide  into  the  parts 
*•  of  Galilee : 

"  23.  And  he  came  and  dwelt  in  a  city 
*'  called  Nazareth,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
"  which  was  fpoken  by  the  prophet.  He 
"  fhall  be  called  a  Nazarene." 

Poole 
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Poole  fays, "  If  we  may  believe  hiftorians, 
a  few  months  after  this  barbarous  tranf- 
aftion,  Herod's  life  and  his  cruelties  termi- 
nated in  a  wretched  and  deplorable  death ; 
and  that  he  at  that  awful  period  was  made 
a  dreadful  example  of  divine  juftice/' 
When  he  was  dead,  Jofeph  was  ordered 
by  the  Almighty  to  return  with  Mary  and 
the  young  child  to  their  own  country ;  but 
'when he  found  that  Archelaus,  who  was 
of  his  father's  cruel  difpofition,  was  his 
fucceflbr,  Jofeph,  by  divine  permiffion, 
went  and  dwelt  in  a  city  called  Nazareth ; 
which  fulfilled  the  prophecy  that  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world  fliould  be  called  a  Na- 
zanene,  as  the  laft  verfe  of  this  chapter  in- 
forms us. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  SIXTH. 


HAVING  now  obferved  upon  tho^l 
parts  of  the  feveral  Gofpels  whic^ 
feemed  to  me  neceffary,  as  prefatory  tt^ 
my  general  defign,  I  (hall  proceed  to  th^ 
objeft  with  which  I  originally  fet  out^ 
namely,  the  confideration  of  the  Gafpcl^ 
as  recorded  by  St.  John,  chapter  the  firft« 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  I. 

"  1.  In  the  beginning  was  the  word,  and 
"  the  word  was  with  God,  and  the  word 
**  was  God, 

**  2-  The  fame  was  in  the  beginning 
"  with  God : 

"  3.  All 
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!:r  the  sixth. 


iw  obferved  upon  tW 
;  feveral  GcfpA  wW 
reflary,  as  prcfttttyi 
^Ifliall  proceed  to* 
I  I  original^  fa  <*! 
Mention  oftbeGi¥ 
John,  chapter  tk<* 

N,  CHAP,  i- 

^ingwasthcHt^nlajl 
h  God,  and  the  word  I 

,35  in  the  bepm 
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^  3.  All  things  were  made  by  h 
**  viihout  him  was  not  any  thin 
**  that  was  made. 

^  4.  In  him  was  life,  and  the 
"the  light  of  men." 

Here  we  fee  that  God  the  Son  i 
tirely,  though  in  a  myfterious 
which  we  cannot  underftand,  ui 
God  the  Fadier  (and  we  are  infoi 
other  parts  of  fcriptures  the  fam< 
Holy  Ghoft)  that  we  are  led  to  pi 
reverence  to  one  as  to  the  other. 

St.  John  could  not  poflibly  ha\ 
ftronger  expreifions  to  prove  the 
pf  Jefus  Chrift,  than  thofe  with  w 
introduces  his  gofpel  ;  but  ind 
whole  tenor  of  fcripture  tends  to  ii 
this  dodrine. 

That  they  who  profefs  Chrift 
mean  who  upon  refleftion  have 
the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ftioulc 
his  divinity,  appears  to  me  a  cc 
tion  in  terms.  I  would  aflc,  upc 
*en,  is  their  faith  founded.?  If  : 
I2 
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fwered,  upon  the  fcriptures;  do  not  tfj^ 
fcriptures  exprefsly  declare  him  "  the  San 
"  of  God  ?"  Does  he  not  when  queftioned 
declare  himfelf  to  be  fo  ?  Does  he  not  fay, 
"  before  Abraham  was,  I  am  ;"  and  again, 
"  Ye  {hall  fee  the  fon  of  man  Gtting  on  the 
"  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the 
"  clouds  of  heaven." 

Shall  we  then  profefs  our  belief  in  him 
as  the  Author  of  our  falvation,  and  yet 
doubt  his  veracity  in  the  moft  material, 
points  ?  For  if  we  can  fuppofe  him  to  have 
been  capable  of  deceiving  us,  in  the  moft 
trifling  particular,  how  can  we  rely  upon 
him  in  thofe  on  which  our  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  depends.  That  he  admitted  of  wor- 
fliip,  allowed  to  be  due  only  to  the  Deity, 
the  holy  fcriptures  give  us  many  in- 
ftances ;  whereas  his  difciples,  and  all  his 
followers,  fhnink  from  it  with  the  ut- 
moft  abhorrence  ;  nay,  the  angel  is  reprcr 
fented  in  the  Revelation  by  St.  John  as 
equally  difcouraging  fuch  profanation  of 
divine  honors,  (chap.  xix.  lo.) 

"  And  I  fell  at  his  feet  to  worihip  him, 

"and 
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^  and  he  faid  unto  me,  fee  thou  do  it  not^ 
*^  I  am  thy  fellow-fervant,"  &c. 

How  any  one  who  pretends  to  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  has  attentively  confidered  the 
hiftory  of  the  life  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
can  doubt  his  divinity,  is  to  me  unaccoun- 
table. In  my  opinion,  we  have  but  one 
alternative :  either  he  is,  as  he  declares 
him/elf  to  be,  the  Son  of  God,  exifting  from 
all  eternity,  or  our  dependence  upon  him 
for  falvation  is  vain ;  for  if  we  have  been 
deceived  in  one  cafe,  we  may  be  equally  fo 
in  the  other. 

yOur  doubts  on  this  article  have  their 
origin  in  an  abfurd  pride,  which  will  not 
admit  the  belief  of  any  matter  our  rea- 
fon  cannot  comprehend.  I  am  ready  to 
allow,  that  the  myftery  of  our  redemp- 
tion is  in  its  nature  fo  wonderful,  as  infi- 
nitely to  exceed  our  powers  of  conception. 
That  the  Son  of  God  (hould  voluntarily 
quit  his  ftate  of  perfeft  happinefs,  take 
upon  himfelf  our  nature,  and  fubmit  to 
til  the  hardfhips  of  it  in  the  loweft  ftation 
rf  life,  and  at  lall  give  himfelf  up  to  a 

moil 
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mod  painful  and  ignominious  death,  t^ 
fave  an  ungrateful  race  who  were  rebek  tO 
his  authority,  and  themfelves  the  a6lors  in 
all  the  cruelties  infli6led  upon  him,  is  a 
(ketch  of  love  fo  much  beyond  Our  bell 
feelings,  that  we  may  naturally  confider  it 
with  amazement;  but  need  we  therefore 
difbelieve  it  ?  ought  we  not  rather  to 
break  forth  in  rapturous  praifes,  and  ex- 
claim in  the  words  of  our  great  poet — 


**—- . 


-  Oh,  unexampled  love ! 


*^  Love  no  where  to  be  found  lefs  than  divine* 

"  Hail,  Son  of  God !  Saviour  of  Men  ! 

**  Thy  name  (hall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  ibngy 

henceforth ; 
**  And  never  {hall  my  harp  forget  thy  praife, 
"  Nor  from  thy  Father's  praife  disjoin," 

Milton,  vol.  i.  book  iiu 

If  we  are  to  believe  only  what  we  can 
comprehend,  how  are  our  fouls  fo  united 
to  our  bodies  that  they  have  a  mutual 
operation  upon  each  other,  and  yet  form 
but  one  perfon?  The  moft  intelligent 
man  would  be  puzzled  to  explain  this : 
but  fhall  we  therefore  give  up  our  rank  in 

the 
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ibe  creation,  and  degrade  ourfelves  to  tJbe 
coaditkm  of  brutes  ? 

God  declares  that  he  is  a  jealous  God, 
aad  that  he  will  not  fufier  wor(hip  or  ado- 
latbn  to  be  paid  to  any  thing  in  heaven 
above,  nor  in  the  earth  beneath,  nor  in  the 
waters  under  the  earth :  no  created  being 
is  10  receVve  fuch  honors.     Had  our  Sa- 
viour, therefore,  been  any  other  than  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  God,  could  worfliip 
and  adoration  be  paid  him,  confiilently 
ynnh  the  law  of  God  ?   Yet  David,  writing 
under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
fays  of  the  Mefliah,  (Pfalm  xciii.  ver.  2.) 
"  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  eftabliftied  of 
"  old  :  thou  art  from  everlafting ;"  and, 
(Pfalm  ii.  ver.  7.)  "  I  will  preach  the  law 
"  whereof  the  Lord  has  faid  unto  me : 
**  thou  art  my  fon,  this  day  have  I  begot- 
"  ten  thee."     St.  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews^  in  the  firft  chapter,  is  ftill  more 
explicit.     I  would  recommend  to  fuch  of 
my  readers  as  may  have  any  doubts  on 
dus  fubje6l,  an  attentive  perufal  of  this 
chapter,  which  feem  to  have  been  written 

purpofely 
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purpofely  to  remove  fuch  doubts, 
the  fake  of  brevity,  I  (hall  confine  m; 
to  the  fecond  and  fixth  verfes.  In  the 
mer,  we  learn  that  "  God  hath  in  t 
'•  laft  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  i 
"  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of 
**  things,  by  whom  alfo  he  made 
"  world ;"  and,  in  the  fixth  verfe,  "  . 
•*  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firfl 
**  gotten  into  the  world,  he  faith,  and 
"  all  the  angels  of  God  worfhip  him/' 

To  all  thefe  forcible  confideratior 
cannot  help  adding  one,  which  may  n: 
a  great  impreflion  upon  fome  people : 
when  hereafi:er  we  (hall  be  in  the  prefi 
of  the  Author  of  all  our  happinefs,  anc 
member  what  he  fufFered  to  purchal 
for  us,  it  will  be  impoflible  not  to  pay 
the  trueft  worfhip ;  and  God  will  ik 
we  may  hope,  impofe  upon  his  creatui 
prohibition  of  what  the  beft  feeehng 
their  nature  will  diftate. 

Let  us,  then,  refign  ourfelves  entirel 
God,  who  will,  in  his  own  good  time,  1 
fatisfy  us  on  all  thofe  points  at  pre 

hie 
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hidden  from  us,  nor  expe£i  in  this  world 
the  knowledge  referved  for  us  in  another. 
How  delightful  it  is  to  a  pious  and  inqui- 
fittVe  nynd,  to  contemplate  on  an  eternity, 
employed  in  the  conftant  acquifition   of 
wifdom !     We  (hall  then  have  a  more  per- 
feft  knowledge  of  our  God  than  even  our 
firil  parents  had  in  their  ftate  of  innocence. 
When  we  confider  how  fin  has  dark- 
ened our  underftandings,  fhall  we  proudly 
contend  with   the  Almighty,   and  rejeft 
thofe  mercies  and  bleflings  he  offers  us, 
becaufe  they  are  fo  great  as  to  exceed  our 
coraprehenfion !   We  are  all  ready  enough 
to  exert  ourfelves,  nay,  even  to  rifk  our 
lives,  in  the  fupport  of  our  worldly  inte- 
refts :  let  us  not,  then,  tamely  fuffer  our- 
felves to  be  deprived  of  thofe  glorious  ad- 
vantages offered  us  under  the  charafters 
of  the  adopted  fons  of  God,  through  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  by  a  fenfelefs  idea  of  the 
all-fufficiency  of  human   reafon!    let  us 
hold  faft  our  faith  in  Him,  who  is  able 
and  willing  to  fave  us  ;  let  us,  in  all  fitu- 
ations  of  life,  endeavor  to  prove  ourfelves 

K  his 
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his  true  and  faithful  fervants,  nor  fu^^^ 


any  trials  or  difficuhies,  much  lefs 
vain  arguments  of  thofe  who  would  fet  tj 
their  own  reafon  as  an  unerring  guide,  _  ' 
oppofition  to  revelation  to  induce  us  to  r^T 
crifice  that  charafter  of  our  Lord,  withc^vi 
which  all  our  moft  valuable  privilc 
would  fall  to  the  ground. 


t€ 


5.  And  the  light  (hined  in  darkne 
"  and  the  darknefs  comprehended  it  nol 


The  Jews  were  under  the  peculiar  ca^^ 
of  the  Almighty,  and  ftyled  his  own  pec^^ 
pie :  they  were  intruded  with  the  divinsaw 
law  from  God  himfelf:   this  law  was 
type  or  (hadow  of  good  things  to  com^^ 
The  ceremonial  part  was  a  reprefentatio  :*^ 
of  what  our  bleffed  Saviour  was  to  fuffe^r*% 
to  redeem  loft  mankind ;  but,  in  proceC5? 
of  time,  thofe  bleffmgs  which  were  intend^ 
ed  to  make  the  Jews  more  virtuous  and 
humble  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  had  a 
contrary  effeft,  and  they  became  noted  for 
their  pride  and  hypocrify.     They  trufted 

more 
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ttore  to  the  outward  ceremonial  than  to 
the  fpintual  part  of  their  religion ;  there- 
foxc^  when  the  fubftance  was  come,  they 
idbfed  to  give  up  the  types  and  fliadows. 
They  expefled  that  their  Meffiah  fliould 
have  been  a  powerful  fovereign,  and  that 
their  government,  inftead  of  continuing 
under  the  yoke  of  the  Romans,  (hould  be- 
come the  firft  of  empires.  Under  this  de- 
lofion,  when  the  true  Mefliah  came,  clothed 
in  mceknefs,  without  any  worldly  pomp 
or  grandeur,  they  rejefted  him,  although 
he  ofiered  to  releafe  them  from  a  far 
greater  bondage  than  that  of  the  Romans. 
Withfuch  prepoffeffionSjitis  not  furprizing 
that  •*  the  light  (hined  in  darknefs,  and  the 
**  darknefs  comprehended  it  not." 

The  blindnefs  of  the  Jews  to  the  fcrip- 
Uires  which  were  intrulled  to  their  care, 
and  all  the  puniftiments  they  have  drawn 
down  on  themfelves  for  their  want  of  pro- 
per attention  to  them,  may  furnifh  us  with 
a  good  leffon. 

To  be  inattentive  to  fo  great  a  bleffing 

as  is  bellowed  upon  us  in  the  holy  writ- 

'  K  2  ings, 
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ings,  is  an  affront  to  God,  by  whofe  Sp 
they  were  diftated.  When  we  read  tl» 
we  ftiould  always  bear  in  mind  that  tt 
are  the  works  of  God,  and  not  of  men,  a 
confequently  demand  our  utmoft  re 
rence,  together  with  a  pious  defire  to  ma 
ourfelves  acquainted  with  them. 

Should  we,  therefore,  prefume  to  trc 
the  infpired  writers  with  indifference 
contempt,  the  infult  is  not  to  them,  but 
God  himfelf.  Allow  me  to  explain  tl 
by  a  familiar  inftance :  a  compofer  of  ai 
work  may  employ  a  copyift,  but  them 
rits  or  demerits  of  the  work  are  not  att: 
buted  to  him,  but  to  the  author  himfelf. 

This  confideration  leads  me  natural 
to  the  treatment  we  ought  to  obferve 
thofe  who  are  appointed  to  watch  ov 
us  as  our  fpiritual  paftors.  Difrefpeft  i 
the  clergy,  which  I  am  afraid  is  too  fr 
quent  amongft  us,  can  be  confidered  in  r 
other  light  than  as  an  affront  to  Go< 
whofe  fervants  they  are.  We  are  a 
ready  enough  to  pay  attention  to  thoi 
who  are  ferviceable  to  us  in  our  tempon 

affairs 
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affadrs;  and  are  not  the  pious  endeavors 
of  thofe  who  teach  us  the  way  to  everlaft- 
ing  bJift,  to  be  held  in  equal  eftimation  ? 
If  any  great  man's  fervant  is  ill  treated, 
the  mafter  generally  looks  upon  the  af- 
front as  offered  to  himfelf,  and  refents  it 
accordingly:  can  we  then  fuppofe  that 
the  Almighty  will  permit  thofe  whofe  lives 
are  fpent  in  his  fervice  to  be  infulted  with 
impunity  ? 

"  6.  There  was  a  man  fent  from  God, 
"  whofe  name  was  John." 

This  is  he  who  was  foretold  about  feven 
hundred  years  before  his  birth,  by  the  pro- 
phet Ifaiah,  (chap,  xl.  ver.  3.)  "  The 
"  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wilder- 
"  ncfc,  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord : 
''make  ftrait  in  the  deferts  a  high  way 
''for  our  God." 

Malachi,  alfo,  who  was  the  laft  of  the 
prophets  under  the  Jewifti  difpenfation, 
prpphefied  refpefting  John  the  Baptift  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  and  ninety  years 

before 


72      THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

before  his  birth.  He  gives  us  to  uni 
(land,  that  no  more  prophets  were  to  1>^ 
expeded  till  this  Elijah  made  his  appe^iX- 
ance,  and  that  he  fhould  come  and  pv^* 
pare  the  way  for  Chrift  the  MefCah.  E.  li- 
jah  and  EHas  evidently  mean  the  fax^^c 
perfon,  as  many  texts  of  fcripture  prove— 

This  John  was  hot  Elijah  retum^^^ 
from  Heaven,  but  fo  like  him,  both  '^^ 
appearance  and  manners,  that  he  mig^^ 
truly  be  faid  to  be  his  reprefentative  <^* 
earth :  even  their  drefs  appears  to  ha>^** 
been  the  fame.  St.  Mark,  chap.  i.  ver.  ^S 
"  And  John  was  clothed  with  cameL^ 
"  hair,  and  with  a  girdle  of  (kin  about  hr:^ 
"  loins.''  II.  Kings,  chap.  i.  8.,  "  An- 
"  they  anfwered  him.  He  was  an  hair^ 
"  man,  and  girt  with  a  girdle  of  leathe^^ 
^'  about  his  loins ;  and  he  faid  it  is  Elijah 
"  the  Tifhbite."  Elijah  s  refolution,  tem.  - 
perance,  perfeverance  and  piet}%  were  full^ 
exemplified  in  John  the  Baptift. 

As  the  introduttion  of  John  the  Bap* 
tift  was  attended  with  many  extraordinary 
circumftances,  I  truft  my  readers  will  par- 
don 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.        73 

don  me,  if  I  dwell  fomewhat  longer  upon 
it  than  the  chapter  I  am  now  commenting 
upon  would  lead  to.  Thefe  events  will 
befi>und  folly  recorded  in  the  firft  chap- 
ter of  Su  Luke : 

"  5.  And  there  vas,  in  the  days  of  He- 
"  rod  the  king  of  Judea,  a  certain  prieft 
"  named  Zacharias^  of  the  courfe  of  Abia ; 
"  and  his  wife  was  of  the  daughters  of 
"  Aaron,  and  her  name  was  Elizabeth. 

*'  6.  And  they  were  both  righteous  be- 
''  fore  God,  walking  in  all  the  command* ' 
"  ments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blame- 
"Idl" 

We  are  not  to  infer  from  this  paffage 
that  they  were  finlcfs,  but  only  in  general 
that  they  were  ex  aft  obfervers  of  the  JewiQi 
law.  There  is  not  a  perfeft  man  in  the 
worid:  human  nature,  we  all  know,  re- 
prefents  a  pifture  which,  even  in  the  firft 
charafters,  hath  its  dark  fhades  ;  how  far 
fliort  of  this  defired  height  do  moft  of  us 
attain? 

Were  proofs  required  of  this,  the  facred 
volumes  would  amply  furnith  them.    "  If" 

(in 
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(in  the  vorii  of  Si.  John">  epiitlc,  char] 
ver.  8.     ^  we  fiy  we  have  no  fans,  wc- 
"  ccive  ourfelves.and  xht  truth  is  a-x  in  « 
Indeed,  fo  namero'^  are  rhe  texts  of  a  &  ^ 
lar  nature,  that,  if  we  read  the  fcripoJ 
with  attention,  we  fhall  be  continually^ 
minded   of  our   own   iinperfe<^OQ$, 
tracing  them  in  the  failings  of  the  char 
tcrs  there  defcribei 

"  7.  And  they  had  no  child,  bec^ 
^  that  Elizabeth  was  barren  :  and  xM 
"  both  were  now  well  ftricken  in  years 

"  8.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that  whil^ 
"  executed  the  prieft  s  orfice  before  G^^ 
"  in  the  order  of  his  courfe, 

"  9.  According  to  the  cuftom  of  ^ 
"  prieft  s  office,  his  lot  was  to  bum  inccri 
"  when  he  went  into  the  temple  of  cJ 
"  Lord. 

"  10.  And  the  whole  multitude  of  tb 
"  people  were  praying  without  at  the  tint 
'*  of  incenfe, 

"11.  And  there  appeared  unto  himac 
"  angel  of  the  Lord,  ftanding  on  the  right 
"  fide  of  the  altar  of  incenfe. 

''  12.  Anc 


1^ 
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"  12.  And  when  Zacharias  faw  him,  he 
**  was  tiDubled,  and  fear  fell  upon  him. 

"  13.  But  the  angel  faid  unto  him,  Fear 
"not,  Zacharias  ;  for  thy  prayer  is  heard, 
"  and  thy  wife  Elizabeth  fhall  bear  thee  a 
"  fon,  and  thou  (halt  call  his  name  John. 

**  14.  And  thou  (halt  have  joy  and  glad- 
"  nefs ;  and  many  fhall  rejoice  at  his  birth. 

"  1^.  For  he  (hall  be  great  in  the  fight 
"  of  the  Lord,  and  (hall  drink  neither  wine 
"  nor  ftrong  drink,  and  he  fhall  be  filled 
•*  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  even  from  his  mo- 
"  therms  womb. 

"  16.  And  many  of  the  children  of  Ifrael 
"  (hall  he  turn  unto  the  Lord  their  God, 

"  17.  And  he  fhall  go  before  him  tti  the 
"fpirit  and  power  of  Elias,  to  turn  the 
"  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and 
"  the  difobedient  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
"juft:  to  make  ready  a  people  prepared 
"  for  the  Lord. 

"  18.  And  Zacharias  faid  unto  the  an- 
"  gel.  Whereby  fhall  I  know  this  ?  for  I 
"  am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife  well  ftricken 
"  in  years. 

L  "  19.  And 
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"  19.  And  the  angel  anfwering,  faid  un- 
"  to  him,  I  am  Gabriel,  that  ftand  in  the 
"  prefence  of  God ;  and  I  am  fent  to  fpeak 
"  unto  thee,  and  to  fhew  thee  thefe  glad 
"  tidings. 

"  20.  And  behold  thou  (halt  be  dumb, 
'^  and  not  able  to  fpeak  until  the  day  that 
**  thefe  things  fhall  be  performed,  bccaufe 
"  thou  believeft  not  my  words,  which  (hall 
"  be  fulfilled  in  their  feafons. 

"21.  And  the  people  waited  for  Zacha- 
"  rias,  and  marvelled  that  he  tarried  fo 
"  long  in  the  Temple. 

"  22.  And  when  he  came  out,  he  could 
''  not  fpeak  unto  them  :  and  they  per- 
"  ceived  that  he  had  feen  a  vifion  in  the 
''  Temple  :  for  he  beckoned  unto  them, 
"  and  remained  fpeechlefs." 

Here  we  fee  that  Zacharias  was  fo  Ear 
from  being  finlefs,  that,  in  the  inftance  be- 
fore us,  he  gives  a  proof  of  his  want  of 
faith,  by  difbelieving  the  meffenger  of  the 
Lord.  His  anfwer  to  the  angel  might  in- 
deed have  proceeded  from  mere  curiofity ; 
as  in  the  ^cafe  of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  who 

made 
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ingel  anfwering,faidiit| 

abriel,  that  {landiotk] 

;  and  larofenttofpe 

to  (hew  thee  thefe|lk| 

)ld  thou  fhak  be  i 
fpeak  until  thedajtbl 
.  be  performed,  htcdi 
t  my  words,  which  fiftj 
?ir  feafons.  [ 

;opIe  waited  forZacfcl 
led  that  he  tarried  i| 

)Ie. 

I  he  came  out, 
them:   and  the)rH 
d  feen  a  vifionin*! 
beclfoned  unto  then  f 

.chiefs." 
Zacharias  wa5  fofr 

,at,intheinilanceM 

proof  of  his  wan' ^ 
the  meffenger  of  tk^ 

0  the  angel  migh;"^ 
from  mere  cuno^^ 
.bleifed  Virgin,  j^ 
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made  ufe  of  words  to  the  fame  el 
God,  who  knows  the  heart,  and  pi 
rewards  not  from  outward  ap| 
alone,  but  from  our  real  motives 
fit  to  punilh  him  for  his  increduli 
people  who  were  waiting  for  the 
Zacharias,  being  greatly  furprifi 
uncommon  length  of  his  flay, 
courfe  very  curious  to  enquire 
caufe,  which  they  perceived  was 
tural :  their  curiofity,  however, 
unfatisfied,  until  the  birth  of  his 
continuing  dumb  all  that  time,  a 
to  the  faying  of  th§  angel.  This 
die  people  to  conceive  an  high  o 
a  child  ufliered  into  the  world  i 
traordinary  a  manner ;  and  his  fat] 
reftored  to  the  ufe  of  his  fpeec] 
Jn  publifliing  the  glad  tidings, 
foreranner  of  our  blefled  Savic 
»mved,  he  himfelf  might  foor 
peaed. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  cot 
of  the  account  given  by  St.  Joht 

L2 
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"  7,  The  fame  came  for  a  witnefs,  t^ 
"  bear  witnefs  of  the  Hght,  that  all  mer^i 
"  through  him  might  believe.  . 

"  8.  He  was  not  that  light,  but  was  fen 'fc 
"  to  bear  witnefs  of  that  light. 

"  9.  That  was  the  true  light,  whichm 
"  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  th^ 
"  world." 

Our  bleffed  Lord  condefcends  to  illu- 
minate our  dark  minds  by  his  Holy  Spirit,. 
4nd  enlightens  them  fo  that  they  are  capa- 
ble of  knowing  and  enjoying  him  through 
faith,  which  gives  us  a  foretafte  of  that 
bleffed  immortality  he  referves  for  us. 

"  10.  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the 
"  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world 
"  knew  him  not." 

Muft  not  thofe  who  difbelieve  the  divi- 
nity of  our  bleffed  Saviour  leave  this  chap- 
ter out  of  their  creed,  fince  it  appears  writ- 
ten too  plainly,  and  too  exprefsly  to  admit 

of 
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«ne  came  for  a  witnefs, » 

of  the  light,  that  all  ma 

night  believe. 

lot  that  light,  but  was  for. 

i   of  that  light. 

.s   the   true  light,  whici 

x-nam  that  comethintoik 
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nindsbyhisHolySpir^ 
-an  fo  that  they  are capa- 
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susaforeiallcofd. 
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I  Saviour  leave  J»<l* 
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of  any  other  interpretation  than  ^ 
words  thcmfelves  naturally  convc) 

minds. 


"  11.  He  came  unto  his  own, 

own  received  him  not : 

"  12.  But  as  many  as  received 

them  gave  he  power  to  become  i 

of  God,  even  to  them  that  belie  v 

name. 

"  13.  Which  were  born,  not  of 

nor  of  the  flefti,  nor  of  the  will  c 

but  of  God. 

*^  14.  And  the  word  was  mad 

and  dwelt  amongft  us ;  and  we  he] 

glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only-b 

of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  t 


By  "  his  own"  we  may  underftan 
Ac  Jewifh  people,  who  were  in  a  \ 
manner  the  chofen  people  of  God 
whole  race  of  mankind ;  he  bein 
Creator.  The  Jews,  to  whom 
came,  received  him  not ;  but  the  G 
^0  whom  the  gofpel  was  afterwards 
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cd,  gladly  embraced  it,  and  all  that  re- 
ceived it,  he  honored  with  the  appellation 
of  brethren  ;  which  ijiuft  of  courfe  give 
them  the  title  of  fons  of  God  the  Father* 

The  word  being  made  flefh,  compre- 
hends a  bleffing  to  every  human  being ;  the' 
the  Jews,  and  other  fefts  of  people,  would 
wifli  to  perfuade  mankind  that  the  bleffing 
was  particularly  confined  to  themfelves. 

The  truly-pious  Chriftian,  who  takes  the 
fcriptures  for  his  guide,  will  have  a  very 
different  faith  concerning  this  myftery. 

To  my  mind  they  clearly  convey  tbis 
doftrine,   that  the   Saviour  of  manki^^ 
will  not  rejeft  any  one  that  comes  to  hii^» 
and  that  he  will  be  equally  the  faviour     ^* 
all  thofe  who  aft  up  to  the  beft  of  tlm^^^ 
knowledge  and  endeavor  to  fill  with  pjT^* 
priety  the  ftation  allotted  to  them,  altf^^ 
it  may  have  been  their  misfortune  to  1^ 
placed  out  of  the  reach  of  knowing  that  ^ 
faviour  had  died  to  procure  them  eternal 
happinefs. 

The  calling  in  of  the   Gentiles  fecms 
evidently  to  be  alluded  to  by  Solomon,  at 

the 
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embraced  it,  and  all  tha:: 
•  honored  with  the  appelk 
;  which  muft  of  courfej: 
leof  fons  ofGodtheFaik 
i  being  made  flefti,  cor-* 
Ing  to  every  human  being; 
id  other  feas  of  people,* 
'uade  mankind  that  thebte 
larly  confined  to  themfelve 
-pious  Chriftian,  who  tales 
-his  guide,  will  have  a  if 
concerning  this  myfteir. 
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.  the  Saviour  of  rr.^^ 
^  any  one  that  comes  to!i 
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the  dedication  of  the  Temple  (I. 
chap.  viii.  ver.  41.  42.  and  43.);  ^ 
the  Jews  were  firft  called,  the  Gent 
procefs  of  time,  were  to  be  put  uj 
qual  footing  with  them. 

"  15.  John  bare  witnefs  of  hit 
"  cried,  faying,  This  was  he  of  \\ 
"  fpake;  he  that  cometh  after  me 
"  ferred  before  me :  for  he  was  befc 

*'  16.  And  of  his  fulnefs  have  all 
"  ceived,  and  grace  for  grace. 

"  17.  For  the  law  was  given  by 
"  but  grace  and  truth  cometh  b^ 
"  Chrift, 

"  18.  No  man  hath  feen  God 
**  time:  the  only-begotten  Son,  whi 
"  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  h; 
"claredhim." 

Intheexpreflion  in  the  15th  verl 
"  he  was  before  me,"  as  well  as  thj 
18th,  "  the  only-begotten  Son,  wh 
"  thebofomof  the  Father,  he  hath  c 
'  him."  St.  John  clearly  points  out 
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exiftence  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and.  his 
unity  with  God  the  Father.  John  the 
Baptift  gloried  in  his  commiflion,  and 
thought  it  a  fufficient  honor  to  be  the  fore^ 
runner  of  our  Lord ;  nor  would  he  fufier 
any  one  to  entertain  a  notion  of  his  being 
the  expefted  Mefliah. 

In  the  i6th  verfe  above  recited,  we  arc 
informed,  that  free  grace  is  offered  us  in  a 
mod  plentiful  manner,  and  the  more  we 
improve  the  offered  blefTmg,  the  greater 
will  be  our  happinefs,  as  more  will  be  in- 
trufted  to  us, 

St.  Paul,  in  his  epiflle  to  the  Coloffians, 
chap.  ii.  ver.  9.,  fays  of  our  Saviour,  •*  For 
"  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
"  Godhead  bodily,"  that  rich  and  incom- 
prehenfible  perfeftion  whereof  the  fupremc 
and  adorable  nature  is  full :  there'  is  not 
any  excellency  but  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,  for  the  Father  and 
the  Son  are  one,  and  the  Son  fhines  forth 
in  all  the  glory  of  the  Father.  Again,  in 
the  following  verfe  of  the  fame  chapter, 
St.  Paul  adds,  "  And  ye  are  complete  in 

«  him 
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^  him  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality 
'  and  power.**  Does  it  not  raife  us,  as  it 
wtft,  above  this  world,  to  refleft  on  the 
onlpeakable  honors  and  bleflings  in  ftore 
finros?  Shall  we  then  prefer  vanities  and 
follies  to  our  everlafting  happinefs  ?  No  ; 
the  mind  that  is  rightly  informed  will  fpun& 
at  (dell  enjoyments,  when  they  interfere 
widi  its  eternal  falvation. 

**  19.  And  this  is  the  record  of  John, 
•  \rhen  the  Jews  fent  priefts  and  Levites 
"  to  a(k  him,  Who  art  thou  ? 

**  2C.  And  he  confeffed  and  denied  not ; 
"but  confeffed,  I  am  not  the  Chrift. 

**  21.  And  they  afked  him.  What  then? 
"  art  thou  Elias  ?  and  he  faith,  1  am  not. 
"  Art  thou  that  prophet  ?  and  he  an- 
"fwcred.  No. 

"  22.  Then  faid  they  unto  him.  Who 
**  art  thou  ?  that  we  may  give  an  anfwer 
"  to  them  that  ferit  us  ?  What  fayeft  thou 
"ofthyfelf? 

"  23,  He  faid,  I  am  the  voice  of  one 

"ciying   in  the  wildemefs.   Make  ftrait 

M  "  the 
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*'  the  way  of  the  Lord,  as  faid  the  proph^ 
"  Efaias. 

"  24.  And  they  which  were  fent  wei 
"  ofthePharifees." 

Though  he  was  not  really  Elias  returne 
to  earth,  yet  he  was  the  perfon  whom  th 
prophets  foretold  was  to  come  in  the  fpiri 
and  power  of  Elias,  to  prepare  the  way  fo 
the  Lord. 

Had  they  confulted  the  prophets,  the; 
would  have  feen  that  his  anfwer  exa£U; 
tallied  with  what  was  prophefied  of  Chrift' 
forerunner,  and  they  could  then  fcarcel] 
have  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  perfon  h< 
pointed  out  to  them  as  their  Lord  and  Sa 
viour. 

"  25.  And  they  alked  him,  and  faid  un- 
"  to  him.  Why  baptized  thou,  if  thou  b< 
"  not  that  Chrift  nor  Elias,  neither  thai 
''  prophet  ?'' 

The  Pharifees  would  allow  that  the 
Mefliah,  or  Elias,  or  ,that  prophet,  had  the 

^  powei 
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power  of  making  what  alteratio 
pleafed  in  the  form  of  worfhip,  b 
clfe;  therefore,  they  demanded  i 
the  Baptift,  by  what  authority  he  b 
or  prefumed  to  introduce  any  inr 
mto  their  rehgious  ceremonies, 
confeffedhimfelf  to  be  neither  of  t 
alted  charafters. 

'^26.  John  anfwered  them  fc 
"  baptize  with  water  ;  but  there  1 
"  one  among  you,  whom  ye  kno\ 

"  27.  He  it  is,  who  coming  aft( 
"  preferred  before  me,  whofe  (hoe' 
"  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloofe. 

"  28.  Thefe  things  were  done 
"thabara,  beyond  Jordan,  whe 
"was  baptizing." 

Great  refpeft  was  paid  to  John 
tift;  hewas  held  in  high  eftimat 
looked  up  to  as  a  very  extraordir 
fon:  yet  he  tells  the  meflengei 
naakc  enquiries  of  him,  that  the 
M2 
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between  his  mailer  and  himfelf  was  I 
great,  that  the  moft  menial  offices  were  to 
high  an  honor  for  him  to  perform  for  f 
divine  a  pcrfon. 

This  is  a  ftriking  leflbn  to  all  religion 
perfons,  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  b 
puffed  up  with  an  idea  of  their  fuperio 
excellency,  nor  to  admit  of  any  great  c 
unbecoming  honors  to  be  paid  them  o 
fuch  account,  but  to  prefent  them  to  th 
Author  of  every  good  gift. 

All  thofe  who  are  in  a  fituation  to  re 
ceive  refpeft  and  attention  from  their  fel 
low-creatures,  fliould  keep  a  ftrift  watc 
over  themfelves,  left  they  encoizrage  th 
ignorant  and  unthinking  in  a  flavi£h  an 
defpicable  adulation,  as  improper  for  th 
one  to  receive  as  the  other  to  give. 

Flattery  is  in  itfelf  fo  bewitching  ta  th 
generality  of  mankind,  that  we  cannot  to 
watchfully  guard  againft  it,  as  it  equall 
degrades  the  giver  and  the  receiver. 

"  29.  The  next  day  John  feeth  Jefu 
*•*  coming  unto  him,  and  faith.  Behold  th 

'^Lam 
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•Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the 
^  fins  of  the  World. 

"30.  This  is  he  of  whom  I  faid,  after 

'njc  Cometh  a  man  which  is  preferred 
'  before  me :  for  he  was  before  me* 

"31.  And  I  knew  him  not:  but  that 
^  be  (hovdd  be  made  manifeft  to  Ifrael, 
'^  therefore  am  I  come  baptizing  with  water. 

*'  52.  And  John  bare  record,  faying,  I 
"law  the  fpirit  defcending  from  heaven 
"  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode  upon  him ; 

^  33.  And  I  knew  him  not :  but  he 
"  that  icnt  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the 
"iame  faid  unto  me.  Upon  whom  thou 
"fliak  fee  the  fpirit  defcending  and  re- 
^  matning  on  him,  the  fame  is  he  which 
"  bapdzeth  with  the  Holy  GhoiL 

**  34.  And  I  faw,  and  bare  record  that 
"thisistheSonofGod. 

"35.  And  again,  the  next  day  after, 
"  John  ftood  and  two  of  his  difciples ; 

"36.  And  looking  upon  Jefus,  as  he 
"  walked,  he  faith,  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
"God." 

Immediately 
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Immediately  after  the  baptifm  of  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  he  was  tempted  by  the 
devil,  that  grand  foe  of  mankind.  This 
circumftance  is  related  by  the  other  three 
evangelifts,  but  omitted  by  St.  John; 
probably  for  this  reafon,  that,  as  his  gofpd 
was  written  long  after  theirs,  he  thought 
it  unneceffary  to  mention  this,  and  many 
other  circumftances,  which  every  Chriftian 
who  read  the  fcriptures  muft  have  been 
well  acquainted  with. 

The  wildemefs  was  the  fpot  chofen  for 
this  trial ;  a  folitary  defert,  in  which  our 
Lord  could  receive  no  comfort  or  confo* 
lation  from  any  human  being.  He  alone 
could  conquer  and  fubdue  fuch  a  foe. 

We  may  trace  a  great  refemblance,  in 
many  particulars,  between  our  Saviour  and 
Mofes,  who  himfelf  fays,  (Deuteronomy, 
chap,  xviii.  ver.  15.)  "  The  Lord  thy  God 
"  will  raife  up  to  thee  a  prophet  from  the 
**  midft  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me  ; 
"  unto  him  (hall  ve  hearken." 

The  A6ls  of  the  Apoftles  (chap.  v.  ver. 
23.)  adds,   "  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs 

"  that 
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*  that  every  Ibul  which  will  not  hear  that 
*'  prophet,  fliall  be  deftroyed  from  among 
"  the  people." 

In  Exodus,  (chap,  xxxiv.  vcr.  28.)  we 
read,  that  Mofes  was  with  the  Lord  forty 
days  and  forty  nights,  during  which  time 
he  did  neither  eat  bread  nor  drink  water. 
Our  Saviour  was  the  fame  length  of  time 
without  food,  (St.  Matthew,  ch.  iv.  ver.  2.) 
"  And  when  he  had  fafted  forty  days  and 
"  forty  nights,  he  was  an  hungred."* 

This  is  one  of  the  many  inftances  which 
may  be  brought  to  prove  that  our  blefled 
Saviour,  in  taking  upon  himfelf  our  na- 
ture, took  it  with  all  its  inconveniences : 
he  did  not  fpare  himfelf;  but  that  he 
might  the  better  judge  of  our  fufferings, 
and  of  the  force  of  temptation  under  them, 
he  made  himfelf  fubjeft  to  hunger,  thirft, 
cold,  and  to  all  the  weakneffes  of  the 
body ;  nay,  even  to  death  itfelf,  the  mod 
painful  death  of  the  crofs;  nor  was  he 
more  exempt  from  the  fufferings  of  the 
roind,  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  hereafter 
Jnore  fully  to  fhew,  when  we  view  him 

Ihedding 
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{bedding  tears  of  diftrefs  on  the  deatK^ 
a  friend,  and  fuffering  under  the  t^cz 
dreadful  agony,  infomuch  as  to  fc^J 
drops  of  blood  through  his  pores,  for  ^ 
expiation  of  thofe  (ins  which  we  had  l^ 
upon  him. 

Our  Lord  has,  upon  this  occafion,  3 
us  an  admirable  leiTon,  of  the  greateft  ^ 
portance :  that  obedience  to  the  law 
God  is  to  take  place  of  every  other  c^ 
fideration,  even  of  hfe  itfelf,  which  i*c: 
our  duty,  in  moll  cafes,  to  guard  with  cat^ 
till  he  who  gave,  fhall  think  fit  to  refumc^ 

When  fuffering  under  all  the  diftrefs 
hunger,  the  tempter  puts  him  in  mind  tlS 
he  might  immediately  relieve  his  wants,  M 
commanding  the  ftones  to  become  brcm- 
this  he  difdainfully  rejefts.  Though  Lo:J 
of  all,  and  having  all  nature  at  his  cor^ 
mand,  yet,  in  his  human  charafter,  as  W 
was  to  fuffer  as  mere  man,  he  determine 
to  fubmit  to  every  extremity  of  diftre^ 
rather  than  deviate  from  God's  law. 

Having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  mak 
any  imprefTion  on  our  bleffed  Lord  througl 

the 
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the  wants  of  the  body,  or  through  the 
pride  of  (hewing  his  power  by  cafting 
himfelf  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  the 
temple  unhurt^  the  devil  attacks  him  with 
Iw  laft,  and,  as  he  thought,  fureft  temp- 
tation, (and  well  he  might  think  fo  whilft 
confidering  him  as  merely  mortal,)  by  the 
ofer  of  whatever  could  gratify  the  pride, 
vanity,  and  luft  of  man :  he  fhewed  him 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
gkwy  of  them,  offering  to  put  them  all 
under  his  command,  if  he  would  do  him 
bomage ;  but  in  this  attempt,  as  in  the 
fonner,  he  was  equally  foiled.  The  pro- 
phecy that  the  feed  of  the  woman  ftiould 
bmife  his  head,  was  now  to  be  fulfilled. 
Finding,  therefore,  all  his  arts  to  enfnare 
or  deceive  our  bleffed  Lord  fruitlefs,  and 
confcious  no  doubt  that  this  was  he  with 
whom  he  had  been  threatened,  he  quits 
him  in  defpair. 

Thus  may  we  alfo  conquer  the  malice 

of  our  eternal  and  inveterate  foe,  if  we 

rcfolve  to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  our 

Lord!     We   (hould  refolutely  refift  the 

N  firft 
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firft  fuggeftion  of  vice,  nor  prefume 
much  upon  our  own  ftrengih,  as  to  fu 
ourfelves  to  be  led  into  temptationw  W] 
evil  thoughts  aflail  us,  fhould  we  g 
them  encouragement,  though  withou 
defign  to  carry  them  into  aft,  we  give 
our  enemy  that  aidvantage  over  us  wh 
he  is  conftantly  feeking  for :  we  (ho 
hold  no  parley  with  him ;  our  fafeft  ^ 
on  all  fuch  occafions  is  flight. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  ene 
of  mankind,  though  vanquiflied  by  i 
triumphant  captain,  is  therefore  deftroy< 
his  power,  it  is  true,  is  fo  much  curtai 
that  he  cannot  injure  us,  but  through 
own  negleft.     If  we  keep  ourfelves  on 
watch,  and  adhere  to  thofe  rules  of  di 
pline  laid  down  by  our  Lord,  we  fl 
be  fecure  againft  all  his  attempts  :  if, 
the  contrary,  we  abandon  thofe  rules,  i 
put  ourfelves  in  his  way,  he  is  too  aQ 
in   mifchief  to   negleft   the  opportur 
which  our  inconfiderate  folly  may  g 
him.     Neither  let  us  fuppofe  that,  if 
have  once  conquered  him,   he   will 

theref 
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theidbit  diflieartened  :  we  muft  expeft  to 
find  him  attacking  us  in  fome  other  quar- 
ter, with,  perhaps,  a  more  dangerous  al- 
lomnent ;  fo  that  our  only  means  of  fafe- 
ty,  is  to  let  our  vigilance  keep  pace  with 
his  malice. 

Did  we  want  further  affurances  of  our 
pcmer  to  overcome  every  temptation,  if  we 
mUy  ihtiggle  againft  it,  we  may  find  it  in 
Sl  Paul,  I.  Cor.  chap.  x.  ver.  13.  "  There 
"  hath  no  temptation  taken  you  but  what 
^  is  common  to  man :  but  God  is  faithful, 
**  who  will  not  fuflFer  you  to  be  tempted 
"  above  that  ye  are  able,  but  will  with  the 
*  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape, 
**  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it." 

"  37.  And  the  two  difciples  heard  him 
*'fpeak,  and  they  followed  Jefus. 

"  38.  Then  Jefus  turned,  and  faw  them 
"  following,  and  faith  unto  them,  What 
**  feek  ye  ?  They  faid  unto  him,  Rabbi, 
"  (which  is  to  fay,  being  interpreted,  Maf- 
"  ter !)  where  dwellell  thou  ?  He  faith 
"  unto  them,  come  and  fee. 

N  2  "  39.  They 
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"  39*  They  came  and  faw  where  ke  * 
'^  dwelt^  and  abode  with  him  that  day :  ! 
"  for  it  was  about  the  tenth  houn 

"  40.  One  of  the  two  which  heard 
"  John  fpeak,  and  followed  him,  was  Aii- 
"  drew,  Simon  Peter's  brother. 

"41,  He  firft  findeth  his  own  brother 
**  Simon,  and  faith  unto  him.  We  have 
**  found  the  Meflias ;  which  is,  being  inter- 
'*  preted,  the  Chrift. 

"  42,  And  he  brought  him  to  Jefus. 
"  And  when  Jefus  beheld  him,  he  faith, 
"  Thou  art  Simon  the  fon  of  Jona :  them 
"  fhalt  be  called  Cephas  ;  which  is  by.  in* 
"  terpretation^  A  ftone/* 

Thefe  good  men  were  not  defirous  of 
confining  fo  great  a  blefling  to  themfelves, 
but  were  anxious  to  fpread  the  joyful 
news  of  their  having  found  the  Meffiah, 
or  Chrift,  which  had  been  foretold  by  the 
prophets. 

Our  bleffed  Lord  diftinguifhed  St  Pe- 
ter,  very  particularly,  when  he  was  firft 
brought  to  him^by  the  change  of  his  name; 

and 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.        95 

and  probably  with  his  new  name  he  endow- 
ed him  with  qualities  fuitable  to  its  import. 
Poole  obferves,  that  Peter  was,  prior  to 
this  (according  to  the  name  of  his  father 
Jonas,  which  being  interpreted  fignifies 
a  dovt,)  of  a  fearful  and  timorous  difpo- 
fitioD«  Cephas  implies  a  ftone,  or  rock ; 
and  it  feems  to  have  been  the  defign  of 
our  Saviour  to  point  out,  that,  for  the  fu- 
ture, he  fhould  be  fteady,  firm,  and  full  of 
courage  and  conftancy.  In  the  remainder 
of  Ihs  life  we  have  but  one  inftance  of  his 
departing  from  this  charader,  and  that 
proceeded  from  a  too  great  confidence  in 
himielf ;  as  a  punifhment  for  which  he 
was  fufiered  to  fall  into  the  meaneft  and 
moft  defpicable  of  vices.  Severe  repent- 
ance, and,  we  can  have  no  doubt,  a  full 
pardon,  inftantly  followed  the  crime. 

This  is  a  comfortable  leflbn  for  all 
good  Chriftians,  when  furprized  into  the 
commiflion  of  fin,  and  points  out  to  them 
the  only  means  they  can  take  to  regain 
their  peace  of  mind,  and  reconcile  them 
to  themfelves. 

43.  The 
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*'  43.  The  day  following,  Jefus  wc 
'^  go  forth  into  Galilee,  and  findeth  Phi 
''  and  faith  unto  him.  Follow  me. 

^  44.  Now  Philip  was  of  Bethfaida^ 
"  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter, 

"  45.  Philip  findeth  Nathaniel,  a 
'^  faith  unto  him.  We  have  found  him 
^'  whom  Mofes  in  the  law  and  the  propb 
"  did  write,  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  the  fon 
"  Jofeph. 

''  46.  And  Nathaniel  faid  imto  hi 
^*  Can  there  any  good  thing  come  out 
*•  Nazareth?  Philip  faith  unto him^Co 
"  and  fee. 

"  47*  Jefus  faw  Nathaniel  coming 
'^  him,  and  faith  unto  him.  Behold  af 
"  raelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile.^ 

Such  (hould  be  the  charafier  of  cv 
Chriilian;  fuch  will  be  the  chara6le: 
every  one  w^ho  follows  the  gofpel  rules 

"  48.  Nathaniel  faith  unto  him,  Whei 
"  knoweft  thou  me  ?  Jefus  anfMrered  t 
"  faid  unto  him.  Before  that  Philip  cal 

^^th 
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jy  /bJIovring,  Jefoj  i 

i^alilee,  andfindedil 

him.  Follow  me. 

Iiilip  was  of  fietUail^l 

f  and  Peter. 

findedi  Nat]iaoid,i 

We  have  found  k{ 

I  thelawandthef 

J  of  Nazareth,  the  faj 

ithaoiel  faid  umoi 
good  diingconie*! 
ip  faith  untolmC 

V  Nathaniel  cooif^ 
into  him,  BeboM*^ 
I  whom  ii  00 1  '' 


the  charafler  of  <i«?l 
jl  be  the  chanflff'l 
jwsthegofpclrakr 

lith  unto  him.  ^H 
?  JefiK 


thee,  when  thou  waft  under  the  i 
I  faw  thee. 

"  49.  Nathaniel  anfwered  and  fi 
to  him,  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  o 
thou  art  the  King  of  Ifrael. 
"50«  M^s  anfwered  and  fai< 
him,  Becaufe  I  faid  unto  thee,  I  f 
under  the  fig-tree,  believeft  thou 
(halt  fee  greater  things  than  thefe 
"51.  And  he  faith  unto  him, 
verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  hereafter  ] 
fee  heaven  open,  and  the  angels  < 
afcending  and  defcending  upon  t 
of  Man!" 


Nathaniel's  immediate  and  zealoi 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  pur 
innocence  of  his  mind :  the  foil  w? 
to  receive  the  feed  of  truth,  which  ; 
«^gly  took  root  as  foon  as  fowi 
naving  no  weeds  to  choke  or  im] 
growth,  flourifhed  abundantly.  ] 
Jje  gratification  of  being  highly  ap 
2^  his  mafter,  and  received  a  j 
«>m  him  that  he  ftiould  fee  greatei 
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than  thofe  which  had  juft  carried  ccrz 
vi6lion  to  his  mind.  This  promife  is  mam 
fully  explained  by  our  Lord^  in  the  ^^ 
verfe  juft  recited. 

May  the  Almighty  grant  us  grace 
follow  the  condu£l  of  Nathaniel,  that  t^r~ 
Ifraelite  in  whom  was  no  guile !  and  th^< 
we  may  hope  to  fee  greater  things,  coK=m 
nually,  than  any  we  have  feen !  we  rcm.^ 
hope  to  fee  his  promifes  opening  more  a.^ 
mort,  and  his  grace  ftill  farther  extende 
towards  us. 

To  Him,  for  all  the  holy  inftru6lion  auid 
pious  examples  he  has  afforded  us,  be  bII 
praife,  thankfgiving,  and  worlhip,  world 
without  end !     Amen ! 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  SEVENTH. 


ST.   JOHN,    CHAP.    II. 

"  1.  A  N  D  the  third  day  there  was  a 
"  ^^  marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee ; 
*  and  the  mother  of  Jefus  was  there. 

^  2.  And  both  Jefus  was  called,  and 
**  kis  difciples,  to  the  marriage." 

Our  Lord  feems  purpofely  to  have  dif- 
taguifhed  this  facred  inftitution  with  his 
prtfencc,  and,  by  this  performance  of  his 
firft  miracle,  to  reftore  it  to  its  former  cre- 
^  which  it  had  greatly  loft  amongft  the 
Jews,  who  made  no  fcruple,  upon  the  moft 
'  frivolous  pretences,  of  getting  rid  of  their 
O  wives. 
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wives,  by  giving  them  a  bill  of  divorce. 
Our  blefled  Saviour  wiftied  to  reform  i 
praftice  which  was  attended  with  number- 
lefs  evils ;  and  therefore  gives  the  weight 
of  his  authority,  not  only  by  his  prefence, 
but  precepts,  to  this  facred  tie,  decreed 
from  the  beginning  by  the  Almighty,  for 
the  wifeft  purpofes.  Our  Lord,  indeed, 
made  it  a  rule,  upon  all  occafions,  to  en- 
deavor to  draw  people  by  mildnefs  and  gen- 
tlenefs  into  the  right  path ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  though  reproached  for  it  by  the  Jews, 
he  frequently  accepted  invitations,  to  draw, 
by  gentle  means,  finners  to  repentance.  In 
how  different  a  point  of  view  does  this 
conduft  of  our  Lord  place  the  duties  of 
religion,  to  that  in  which  fome  gloomy  fec- 
taries  reprefent  it  ?  In  the  praftice  of  the 
former,  we  fee  that  cheerfulnefs  which 
fhould  naturally  be  the  refult  of  a  felf*ap- 
proving  confcience :  on  the  countenance 
of  the  latter,  we  fee  a  conftant  gloom,  at- 
tended with  that  feverity  of  behaviour  and 
of  animadverfion  on  the  conduft  of  others, 
as  if  the  Father  of  Mercies  could  be  only 

pleated 
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pleafed  when  his  creatures  were  infli6ling 
torments  on  themfelves.  Of  the  religion 
of  our  blefled  Lord,  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
"  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and 
•*  all  her  paths  are  peace."  Our  Saviour, 
who  knew  every  thought  of  the  human 
heart,  judged  fuch  feafons  to  be  particu- 
larly pioper  for  making  an  imprelfion  up- 
on it,  and  therefore  gave  many  of  his  lef- 
fons,  both  of  morality  and  divinity,  at  fuch 
meetings.  Innocent  amufements  are  not 
only  allowable,  but  a  neceffary  relaxation 
to  the  mind ;  which  cannot,  more  than  the 
body,  admit  of  conftant  exertion  of  its 
powers.  The  danger  lies  in  our  making 
them  our  bufinefs,  and  becoming  too  much 
tfittached  to  them,  to  the  neglecl  of  our  fe- 
rious  duties :  when  this  is  the  cafe,  they 
change  their  nature,  and  from  innocent 
amufements  become  dangerous  indul- 
gences, and  ought  to  be  entirely  laid  afide 
till  we  can  bring  our  inclinations  under 
4ue  regulation. 

The  apoftles  did,  literally,  take  up  their 

crofs  and  follow  their  Lord ;  but,  with  us, 

O  2  wh# 
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who  are  happily  freed  from  religiou 
fecution,  the  taking  up  our  crofe  ar 
lowing  him,  is  to  be  underftood,  of 
fying  our  lufts  and  paflions ;  entr 
the  Father  of  all  Mercies  to  enable 
conquer  our  evil  habits,  particularl) 
fins  which  by  the  natural  bent  of  oi 
pofition,  or  by  cuftom,  we  are  moft 
to  commit ;  and  refolutely  perfever 
our  duty,  in  defpite  of  difficulty  an< 
ger ;  in  defiance  of  fafhion  and  cu 
of  the  fneer  of  the  vicious,  or  ridic 
the  infidel.  Neither  muft  we,  in  cc 
ration  of  oiir  own  eafe,  lofe  an  oppor 
of  being  ufeful  to  our  fellow-creatur 
therein  we  honor  God,  who  will  not 
us  to  go  unrewarded.  Since  we 
that  our  duty,  if  fleadily  purfued 
make  us  blefTed  to  all  eternity,  anc 
the  fufferings  of  the  longeft  life  are 
thing,  when  compared  to  the  rewards 
will  follow,  (hall  we  relinquifti  fuel 
rious  expeftations  to  avoid  prefent  ti 
or  inconvenience  ? 

It  is  common  to  obferve,  that  fi 
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one  is  a  martyr  to  fuch  a  diforder :  thofe 
who  have  been  the  caufe  of  their  own  fuf- 
ferings^  but  who  have  repented  of  the 
vices  that  produced  them,  may  think  them- 
felves  happy  m  having  a  mode  of  ex- 
piating them^  by  their  patience ;  whilfl; 
thofe  whofe  fufierings  proceed  from  the 
immediate  infli6lion  of  God,  or  are  derived 
to  them  from  the  follies  or  vices  of  their 
anceftora,  without  any  fault  of  their  own, 
Ihall  they  murmur  ?  fhall  they  fuffer  the 
pains  of  martyrdom  and  lofe  its  reward? 
Thofe  who,  under  fuch  circumftances,  fub- 
mit  with  patience,  fortitude  and  refignation" 
to  the  will  of  their  God,  placing  their  firni, 
reliance  upon  him,  that  he  will  in  his  own 
good  time  deliver  them,  would,  mod:  pro- 
bably, have  laid  down  their  lives,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  whatever  he  in  his  wifdom  faw 
fit,  had  they  been  called  to  the  triaL 
May  we  not  therefore  fuppofe,  that  the 
crown  of  martyrdom  will  be  placed  on  the 
heads  of  many  who  were  never  called  up- 
on to  give  up  their  lives  for  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel  ?     What  a  confolation  muft  fuch  a 

refleftion 
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refleftion  prove,  to  thofe  who  are  fufFering 
under  the  preffure  of  long  and  painful  ill- 
neffes,  or  other  affliftions  incident  to  hu- 
man nature. 

Great  bodily  as  well  as  mental  fuffer- 
ings  will  unfit  a  perfon  from  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  in  life  ;  but  thofe  who  are  not 
called  to  very  fevere  trials,  and  have  leifure 
and  opportunity  afforded  them,  (hould  en- 
deavor to  employ  their  time  in  the  moft 
ufeful  manner  to  their  fellow-creatures. 

Though  perhaps  not  ftriftly  arifing  out 
of  the  text  I  am  at  prefent  treating  of,  I 
wifh  to  be  allowed  here  to  obferve  (and  I 
(hould  hope  my  readers,  fince  I  pretend 
not  to  correftnefs  of  ftyle  or  compofition, 
would  grant  it  me  as  a  general  indulgence 
to  exprefs  my  ideas  as  they  arife)  that 
the  life  of  our  bleffed  Lord  was  aftively 
fpent  in  the  fervice  of  mankind :  that  he 
"  went  about  doing  good,**  and  never 
miffed  an  opportunity  of  affording  the 
affiftance  of  his  power,  or  advice,  to  thofe 
who  ftood  in  need  of  it.  Thofe  who  retire 
from  the  world,  to  live  a  more  religious 

life. 


.IFE  AND  DEATH  OF 
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life,  appear  to  have  overlooked 
ample  of  their  Saviour ;  to  have  1 
that  they  were  not  born  for  th« 
but  for  a  ftate  of  fociety  ;  and  th 
ever  talents  they  have  been  blef 
they  were  not  meant  to  be  confined 
felves,  but  to  be  improved,  and  e 
in  the  fervice  of  their  fellow-c 
But,  perhaps,  it  will  be  faid,  by  tl 
cates  for  religious  retirement, 
temptations  to  vice  are  much  ftt 
the  world  than  in  a  ftate  of  fecluf 
it.  Of  diis,  I  muft  confefs,  I  enter 
ftrong  doubts ;  but,  allowing  it 
cannot  the  power  of  the  Almighty 
aflford  us  proteftion  in  the  bufy  : 
life,  as  in  the  deepeft  retirement  i 
temptations  are  ftronger,  we  (hai; 
the  more  powerful  alTiftance  fron 
If  we  would  depend  upon  . 
nrength,  indeed,  every  day's  ex 
n»y  teach  us  how  unable  we  are 
felves,  to  perform  our  moft  comm 
«  we  ought,  and  that  we  have 
from  that  quarter.    Doaor  Moo 
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travels,  vol.  iii.  page  362,  has  an  ob 
vation  very  applicable  to  the  prefent  {^tir- 
pofe:    he    fays,    "  The  fame  men  imrho 
**  admire  the  founder  of  Chriftianity,   for 
"  going   about   continually   doing   goo4 
**  have  thought  it  a  duty  to  fpend  thcrr 
'*  whole  lives  in  cells,  doing  nothing/' 

Nor  is  the  choice  of  John  the  Baptifl  of 
the  wildernefs,  for  the  fcene  of  his  miniftry, 
any  argument  for  this  kind  of  retirement: 
he  was  aftively  employed  in  his  duty,  and 
probably  chofe  that  fpot  to  avoid  the  in- 
conveniences which  might  have  arifen  in 
more  inhabited  places,  from  the  multitudes 
that  flocked  to  him. 

Elijah  may  ferve  as  an  inftance  of  the 
duty  I  wifli  to  imprefs,  when  repri- 
manded by  the  word  of  the  Lord  for  quit- 
ting his  ftation,  (I.  Kings,  chap.  xix.  vcr. 
9.)  "  And  he  came  thither  unto  a  cave, 
"  and  lodged  there :  and  behold  the  word 
"  of  the  Lord  came  to  him  ;  and  he  faid 
'.*  unto  him.  What  doeft  thou  here,  Elijah? 

**  15/  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him.  Go, 
"  return  on  thy  way,"  &c. 

Though 
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Though  private  devotion  is  very  com- 
mendable, at  proper  feafons,  yet  it  mud 
give  place  to  public  worfhip.  This  (hould 
be  more  particularly  attended  to,  by  thofe 
who  are  placed  in  fituations  of  power  and 
authority,  to  inftruft  others ;  inflead  of 
fiymg  {rom  the  ftations  in  which  God  has 
placed  us,  let  it  be  our  earneft  endeavor 
to  render  ourielves  as  ufeful  as  we  can  in 
them,  that  we  may,  hereafter,  hear  the 
joyful  (bund  of  "  Well  done,  thou  good 
"  and  faithful  fervant :  thou  haft  been 
**  £uthful  in  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
"  raler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into 
"  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.  (Matthew  xxv.  21.} 

"  3.  And  when  they  wanted  wine,  the 
**  mother  of  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  They 
"  have  no  wine, 

"  4.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Woman,  what 
"  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  mine  hour  is  . 
"  not  yet  come." 

Our  Lord,  as  we  are  told  in  other  parts 

of  fcripture,  fulfilled  all  the  duties  which 

P  his 
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his  flation  in  life  impofed  upon  him :  he 
was  particularly  obedient  and  fubmiffive 
to  his  earthly  parents':    this   reprimand 
therefore  to  his  mother,  muft  have  been 
drawn  from  him  by  fome  powerful  motive. 
Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he  was  about 
to  perform  his  firft  miracle  in  fupport  of 
the  truth  of  his  doftrines  ;  and  to  his  ads 
of  this  fupernatural  kind,  he  refers   the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  in  proof  of  his  divine 
.  miflion.    May  we  not  then  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  that  our  bleffed  Lord,  to  whom  future 
events  were  as  clear  as  pad  ones,  might 
wifh  to  guard  his  difciples  againft  that  wor-" 
ftiip  of  his  mother  (who  though  highly  dit 
tinguifhed  by  the  favor  of  the  Almighty 
was  a  mere  mortal  like  themfelves,)  which 
he  forefaw  would  be  paid  to  her  in  after- 
times  ;  and  that  he  therefore  took  occafion    ' 
to  make  this  public  declaration,  that  flie 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  bufinefs 
of  his  life,  (the  redemption  of  mankind^} 
and  that  he  would  not  permit  even  of  her 
interference  in  any  matter  that  related  to 
it? 

"  5-  His 
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"  5.  His  mother  faith  unto  the  fervants, 

•  Whatever  he  faith  unto  you,  do  it. 

**  6.  And  there  were  fet  there  fix  water- 
^'pots  of  ftone,  after  the  manner  of  the 

•  purifying  of  the  Jews,  containing  two  or 
^  three  firkins  apiece. 

"  7.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  fill  the 
**  water-pots  with  water :  and  they  filled 
**  them  up  to  the  brim. 

^  8.  And  he  faith  unto  them,  draw  out 
"now,  and  bear  unto  the  governor  of  the 
"  ficafl ;  and  they  bare  it." 

* 
Our  blefled  Lord  could  have  inflantly 
caufed  the  water-pots  to  be  filled  with 
wine ;  but  he  chofe  that  this  miracle 
ihould  be  very  flriking,  fo  that  all  prefent 
(hould  feel  its  force:  he  therefore,  firft, 
direded  the  fervants  to  fill  the  water-pots ; 
which  mufl  have  produced  conviftion  in 
them ;  and  then  to  draw  off  fome  of  the 
wine  and  to  carry  it  to  the  governor  of  the 
feaft;  which  precluded  the  poflibility  of  a 
doubt  being  entertained  of  its  reality. 

P2  It 
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It  was  a  cuflom  amongft  the  Jews,  when 
a  feaft  was  made,  that   the  giver  of  it 
fhould  appoint  one  of  his  friends  to  regu- 
late the  entertainment  ;   to  fee  that  the 
guefts  were  fupplied  with  whatever  they 
wanted  ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  every  thing 
was  properly  condufted :  he  was  therefore 
ftyled  the  governor,  or  ruler,  of  the  feaft. 
To  this  perfon,  therefore,  our   Saviour 
direfted  fome  of  the  new-made  wine  to  be 
taken ;  as  he,  being  beft-informed  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  liquor  pro- 
vided, would    naturally   make    inquiries 
from  whence  this,  frefh  fupply  came,  and 
fo  become  acquainted  with  all  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  miracle,  which  muft  have 
aftoniftied  him  too  much  to  have  fuffered 
him  to  conceal  it  from  the  company  pre- 
fent :  and  this  appears  .to  have  been  ac- 
tually the  cafe  ;   as  we  find  by  the  fuc- 
ceeding  verfes,  that  he  fent  for  the  bride- 
groom, and  queftioned  him  upon  the  fub- 
je6l ;  and  the  bridegroom  would  naturally 
fift  the  matter  to  the  bottom. 

"9.  When 
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'*  9.  When  the  ruler  of  the  feaft  had 
"  tafied  the  water  that  was  made  wine, 
•*  and  knew  not  whence  it  was,  (but  the 
''fenrants  which  drew  the  water  knew,) 
"the  governor  of  the  feaft  called  the 
"  bridegroom,  and  faith  unto  him  ; 

"  10.  Every  man  at  the  beginning  doth 
"fet  forth  good  wine,  and  when  men 
"have  well  drunk,  then  that  which  is 
"worfe:   but  thou  haft  kept  the  good 

*  wine  until  now. 

"11.  This  beginning  of  miracles  did 
"  Jcfus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  manifefted 
"  forth  his  glory ;  and  his  difciples  believed 

*  on  him.** 

This  miracle,  therefore,  was  conduced 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  a  ftiadow  of 
doubt  could  have  been  entertained  by  any 
pcrfon  prefent* 

"12.  After  this,  he  went  down  to  Ca- 
"pcmaum,  he  and  his  mother,  and  his 
"  brethren,  and  his  difciples :  and  they 
'*  continued  there  not  many  days." 

What 
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What  the  caufe  of  their  journey  was,  wc 
are  not  told.  It  might  poflibly  be  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  leave  of  his  friends,  that 
nothing  might  interrupt  his  public  miniA 
try  ;  for  after  this  period  he  afks,  '*  Who 
"  are  my  mother  and  my  brethren  ?*'  as  if 
he  had  faid,  all  private  conne6lions  are 
now  to  give  place,  and  thofe  are  my  near- 
eft  relations  who  adhere  to  my  goijpel. 

"  13.  And  the  Jews'  paflbver  was  at 
''  hand- 

^  14.  And  Jefus  went  up  to  Jerufalcm, 
"  and  found  in  the  Temple  thofe  that  fold 
'*  oxen,  and  fheep,  and  doves,  and  the 
^*  changers  of  money,  fitting : 

*'  15.  And  when  he  had  made  a  fcourge 
"  of  fmall  cords,  he  drove  them  all  out  of 
^^  the  Temple,  and  the  fheep  and  the  oxen ; 
"  and  poured  out  the  changers'  money, 
"  and  overthrew  the  tables ; 

"  16.  And  faid  unto  them  that  fold 
"  doves.  Take  thefe  things  hence  :  make 
*'  not  my  father  s  houfe  an  houfe  of  mer- 
''  chandife/' 

The 
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The  authority  which  our  Lord  t 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  was  fo 
to  the  general  mildnefs  and  mec 
his  charafter,  that  the  priefts  nr 
been  aftoniflied  at  it,  and  would,  d 
have  interfered  to  have  preventei 
they  not  been  reftrained  by  the 
that  fuperior  and  invifible  power  ^ 
then  exercifed.  May  this  ferve  ai 
to  us,  that  however  quiet  we  m 
matters  of  mere  indifference,  y 
the  honor  of  God  is  infulted,  it 
us  to  exprefs  our  moil  marked  < 
bation,  and  to  exert  all  our  p 
its  defence ! 

"  17.   And  his  difciples   ren 
"  that  it  was  written.  The  zeal 
"  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up. 

"  18.  Then  anfwered  the  Jews 
"  unto  him,  What  fign  fheweft  t 
"  us,  feeing  that  thou  doeft  thefe 

"  ^9'   J^^^s  anfwered,  and 
"  them,  Deftroy  this  temple,  an( 
"days  I  will  raife  it  up. 
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"  20.  Then  faid  the  Jews,  Forty  and  fi 
"  years  was  this  temple  in  building,  smui 
"  wilt  thou  rear  it  up  in  three  days  ? 

"  21.  But  he  fpake  of  the  temple  of 
"  his  body. 

"  22.    When,  therefore,  he  was  rifen 
"  from  the  dead,  his  difciplcs  remembered 
"  that  he  had  faid  this  unto  them  :  and 
"  they  believed  the  fcripture,  and  the  word 
"  which  Jefus  had  faid." 

None  of  our  bleffed  Saviour's  hearers,  at 
that  time,  underftood  him  ;  but,  after  his 
refurreftion,  his  difciples  remembered  it; 
and,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
they  were  made  the  bleffed  inftruments  of 
reforming  an  ignorant  and  perverfe  gene- 
ration. 

The  parables  of  our  Lord  may  be  aptly 
compared  to  good  feed  fown  in  the  earth, 
w^hich  fometimes  remains  long  in  the 
ground,  for  want  of  refrefhing  fhowers; 
but  when  the  Almighty  is  pleafed  to  fend 
a  gracious  rain  upon  it,  it  fprings  up,  and 
gives  the  profpeft  of  a  plentiful  harveft ; 

and 
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and  this  was  fully  exemplified  in  the  dif- 
ciples:  moft  of  the  parables  which  our 
bleflcd  Saviour  fpake  to  the  multitude,  he 
explained  ia  private  to  them :  they  were 
to  publifh  the  gofpel  of  peace ;  therefore 
every  thing  was  made  as  clear  to  them  by 
their  matter,  whilft  he  continued  with  them, 
as  poflible.  He  tells  them,  it  was  expe- 
dient for  diem  that  he  (hould  leave  them ; 
but  confbles  them  with  the  promife  that 
he  will  fend  them  another  comforter, 
which  (hould  abide  and  continue  with 
diem  in  all  their  troubles  and  perfecu- 
tions. 

"  23.  Now  when  he  was  at  Jerufalem 
"at  the  paffover,  on  the  feaft  day,  many 
"  believed  in  his  name,  when  they  faw  the 
*  miracles  which  he  did. 

"  24.  But  Jefus  did  not  commit  him- 
"  felf  unto  them,  becaufe  he  knew  all  men, 

"  25.  And  needed  not  that  any  fliould 
"  tcftify  of  man  :  for  he  knew  what  was 


"  in  man/ 


Our 
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Our  Saviour  did  not  judge  of  men 
we  are  obliged  to  judge  of  them,  from  m 
pearances,  which  are  often  deceitful : 
had  a  much  furer  means,  the  knowled^ 
of  every  thought  of  their  hearts :  kna'' 
ing,  therefore,  the  ficklenefs  even  of  the 
who  profefled  to  believe  in  him,  he  cl 
not  commit  himfelf  unto  them.  Ml 
ought  not  to  truft  fo  entirely  to  appea: 
ances,  however  fair,  as  to  build  our  a6lioi 
upon  them  alone.  Thus  the  Lord  wan 
Samuel,  (Book  I.  ch.  xvi.  ver.  7.)  "  Loc 
"  not  on  his  countenance,  or  on  the  heigl 
"  of  his  ftature :  becaufe  I  have  refufe 
"  him :  for  the  Lord  feeth  not  as  ma 
"  feeth  :  for  man  looketh  on  the  outwai 
"  appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  c 
"  the  heart." 

May  the  Father  of  all  Mercies  fo  puril 
our  hearts,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  v^ 
may  be  acceptable  in  his  fight,  throng 
Jefus  Chrift,  our  only  Lord  and  Saviou 
Amen. 


CHAPTEl 
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CHAPTER  THE  SEVENTH. 


ST.  JOHN,   CHAP.  III. 

"  i.TPHERE  was  a  man  of  the  Phari- 
"  A  fees,  named  Nicodemus,  a  ruler 
"  of  the  Jews  : 

**  2.  The  fame  came  to  Jefus,  by  night, 
^  and  faid  unto  him,  Rabbi,  we  know  that 
"  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God :  for 
"  no  man  can  do  thefe  miracles  that  thou 
*  doeft,  except  God  be  with  him." 

Although  Nicodemus  believed  in  our 
blcffed  Saviour  and  honored  him,  in  pri- 
vate, yet  he  did  not  choofe  it  (hould  be 
known  that  he  had  any  reverence  for  him, 
for  fear  of  the  Jews,  who  would  probably 
have  degraded  him  from  the  rank  he  held 
amongft  them:  his  faith,  therefore,  was 
Q  2  not 
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not  of  fo  zealous  a  nature  as  to  lead  hin 
for  the  fake  of  it,  to  give  up  all  his  ten 
poral  advantages.  Under  fuch  circun 
fiances,  how  gracious  and  condefcendir 
was  it  in  our  Lord,  to  give  him  a  kin 
reception  at  fuch  an  unfeafonable  houi 
This  fhould  be  a  leflbn  to  us,  to  bear  wit 
each  other's  follies  and  imperfeftions,  m 
ver  refufing  through  pride  or  prejudice,  t 
help  or  give  inftruftion  to  thofe  of  oi 
fellow-creatures  who  fland  in  need  of  it 

"  3-  J^fus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  hin 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee,  except 
"  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  tl 
"  kingdom  of  God. 

"  4.  Nicodemus  faith  unto  him.  Ho 
"  can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old 
**  can  he  enter  the  fecond  time  into  h 
"  mother's  womb  and  be  born  ?" 

It  feems  rather  extraordinary  that  a  ma 
in  fo  high  a  ftation  could  have  fuppofe 
that  our  Saviour  fpake  literally.     As 
ruler  of  the  Jews  and  an  expounder  of  th 

Mofai 
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Mofaic  hw,  he  knew  that  God  was  merci- 
iiil  and  gracious  to  Tinners,  and  that  their 
fins  were  pardoned  and  themfelves  ac- 
cepted in  the  great  day  of  atonement,  if 
they  were  fincere  in  their  addrefles  to 
Cod:  he  might  therefore  have  been  af- 
fiired  that  our  Lord  fpake  figuratively. 

"  5*  J^^^  anfwered.  Verily,  verily,  I 
**  fay  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born  of 
^  water  and  of  the  fpirit,  he  cannot  enter 
"into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

The  gofpel  which  our  Saviour  was  about 
topublifti,  is  frequently  fly  led  by  him,  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  Baptifm  is  the  introduflion  into 
diis  kingdom.  Such  glorious  advantages 
may  well  be  called  the  kingdom  of  God, 
or  the  kingdom  of  Heaven ;  but  let  us 
always  keep  in  mind,  that  "  where  much 
"  is  given,  much  is  required ;"  and  that, 
in  proportion  to  the  bleflings  held  out  to 
us,  will  be  our  condemnation,  if  we  ne- 
gleft  to  improve  them.     The  mere  pro- 

feffibn 
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feffion  of  Chriftianity,  unlefs  we  areChrs. 
faithful   fervants,  will  not  entitle   us 
Heaven  ;  for  "  even  the  Devils  belif 
"  and  tremble." 

Chrift  died  for  all  mankind ;  nor  ^ 
any  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  3 
death,  but  through  their  own  faults ;  M 
although  it  is  written  that  there  is  no  nar 
under  Heaven  by  which  men  can  be  fav^ 
but  that  of  Chrift  Jefus,  yet  we  are  alfo  to- 
by  Sl  Paul,  (Rom.  ch.  ii.  ver.  14.)  "th 
"  thofe  which  have  not  the  law,  and  do  b 
"  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  lav 
"  are  a  law  unto  themfelves ;''  and  to  fuc 
will  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  death  undoub 
edly  be  imparted.  This  doftrine  is  1 
fully  confirmed,  in  the  feventh  chapter  < 
the  Revelation  by  St.  John,  and  offers  1 
delightful  a  fubjeft  of  contemplation  t 
the  charitable  mind,  that  I  ftiall  make  e 
apology  for  inferting  it  at  length.  "  Aft< 
"  this  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitud 
"  which  no  man  could  number,  of  a 
"  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  an 
"  tongues,  ftood  before  the  1  hrone,  ar 

"  befoi 
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*  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white 
^ robes;  and  palms  in  their  hands;  and 
"  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying.  Salvation 
"^to  our  God  which   fitteth   upon   the 

*  Throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.  And  all  the 
"angels  ftood  round  about  the  Throne 
*and  about  the  elders  and  the  four  beads, 

*  and  fell  before  the  Throne  on  their  faces, 

*  and  wor/hipped  God,  faying.  Amen : 
'Bieffing  and  glory,  and  wifdom  and 
'^  diankfgiving,  and  honor  and  power,  and 
"might,  be  unto  our  God,  for  ever  and 
"ever.  Amen.  And  one  of  the  elders 
"anfwered,  faying  unto  me.  What  are 
"  thefc  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ? 
"and  whence  came  they?  And  I  faid 
"  unto  him.  Sir,  thou  knoweft.  And  he 
"laid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  they  which 
"  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have 
"  waihed  their  robes  and  made  them  white 
"  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  therefore 
"are  they  before  the  Throne  of  God,  and 
"  fcrve  him  day  and  night  in  his  Temple  ; 
"  and  he  that  fitteth  on  the  Throne  (hall 
"  dwell  among  them  :  they  fhall  hunger 

''  no 
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"  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  more ;  neither 
"  {hall  the  fun  light  on  them,  or  any  heat 
"  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midft  of 
"  the  Throne  fhall  feed  them,  and  (hall 
**  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  watet; 
"  and  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  firom 
"  their  eyes." 

Nothing  could  have  been  made  ufc  of 
as  a  fitter  emblem  of  purification,  than 
water :  the  foul  ftained  with  guilt  requires 
to  be  cleanfed ;  and  as  this  pure  clement, 
when  applied  to  the  body,  removes  all 
impurities ;  fo  does  it,  by  grace,  from  the 
foul :  not  as  poffefling  this  virtue  in  itfidf, 
but  as  "  the  outward  and  vifible  fign  of 
"  an  inward  and  fpiritual  grace,  given  unto 
**  us,  ordained  by   Chrift  himfelf,   as  a 
"  means  whereby  we  receive  the  fame,  and 
•*  a  pledge  to  affure  us  thereof." 

Senfible  obje6h  are  neceffary  in  this 
our  mortal  frame,  to  make  any  ftrong  im- 
preflion  upon  our  minds,  and  therefore 
God  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ap- 
point them  as  the  channels  of  fpiritual 
bleflings,  which  he  has  promifcd  fhpuld 

flow 
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fow  from  them,  .if  we  with  true  faith  rely 
ii{Mni  him  in  his  facraments. 

An  cbjeAion  has  been  brought  againft 
b&nt  baptifm^  that  children  cannot  com- 
null  a&ual  fin  till  they  are  of  an  age  to 
liiftingaifli  right  from  wrongs  and  confe- 
{ueotly  can  (land  in  need  of  no  regene- 
^alioiLi  But  in  whatever  difficulties  the 
todriDO  of  original  fin  may' engage  us,  we 
imft  all  feel  that  '^  we  are  by  nature  born 
*  in  fin,  and  the  children  of  wrath,"  There 
3an  certainly  therefore  be  no  impropriety 
in  this  holy  inftitution,  as  the  fymbol  of 
oaf  being  made  "  the  children  of  grace."^ 

How  neceflary  is  it  for  parents  and 
gQardkms  to  inftru6l  and  imprefs  the  ten- 
dor  minds  of  young  people  with  a  due 
iioife  of  the  folemn  engagement  they  are 
about  to  take  on  themfelves  when  they  go 
to  confirmation;  an  inftitution  eftablifhed 
by  the  Church  for  the  purpofe  of  publicly 
itoewing  in  our  own  perfons,  when  arrived 
atytars  of  judgment,  the  vows  made  for 
^  by  our  god-fathers  and  god-mothers 
R  when 


184     THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

when  our  tender  years  would  not  adiSBnft 
of  our  making  them  for  ourfelves,  and  adi^aai- 
rably  calculated  to  make  a  lively  andls^bA* 
ing  impreflion  where  the  mind  has  be  ^en 
properly  prepared  to  receive  it.    How  nr^e- 
lancholy  then  is  the  refleftion,  that  fu  ^ch 
numbers  of  young  people  are  fuffered  to  ^gQ 
to  this  folemn  ceremony  without  any  p^cc* 
vious  idea  of  the  nature  of  it  ?  Is  there  ii^ot 
reafon  to  fear  that  it  will  form  a  hea^&^ 
charge  againft  thofe  to  whom  the  Almigh  ^•ty 
has  given  them  in  truft,  either  by  relatio:^- 
Ihip  or  other  ties,  that,  through  their  a  ^c- 
gleft,  their   wards  are  deprived   of   tirtie 
greater  benefits  of  this  inftitution  ? 

Our  blefled  Lord,  by  taking  our  natu:^^ 
upon  himfelf,  has  reftored  it  to  his  origins- Ij 
nay  more  than  its  original,  brightnefs,  gi^^' 
ing  us  a  title  to  become  the  fons  of  Gc^^ 
thro'  his  inheritance :  let  us  take  care  nc:^^ 
to  lofe  fo  glorious  a  privilege,  by  refufii^^g 
our  compliance  to  the  conditions  on  whi<^^^ 
fo  ineflimable  an  advantage  was  grant^^ 
us,  and  which  every  Chriftian  may  fir:»d 

fui:»/ 
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folly  exprefled  in  the  vow  mi 
name  at  his  baptifm. 

"  7.  Marvel  not  that  I  faid  1 
"  ye  muft  be  bom  again. 

"  8.  The  wind  bloweth  when 
'•  and  thou  heareft  the  found  th 
"canft  not  tell  whence  it  cor 
"  whidier  it  goeth  :  fo  is  every  > 
«  bom  of  die  Spirit." 

How  different  were  even  th 
themfelves,  before  and  after  th< 
ceived  Uic  gift  of  the  Holy  Gl: 
notdieir  aftions  after  this  memor 
prove  diem  quite  new  men? 
period,  they  became  refolute  ai 
Aar  duty,  in  defiance  of  all 
and  dangers.   Nor  was  this  firft  c 
confined  to  them :  daily  experiei 
Aat  die  facred  influence  of  the 
^  been  conftantly  imparted  to 
ance  of  the  fincere  and  well 
Chriftian,  and  we  know  that  it 
R2 


«6     THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

be  withheld  from  thofe  who  a(k  it  faith** 
fully. 

"  9.  Nicodemus  anfwered  and  faid  nn- 
"  to  him,  How  can  thefe  things  be  ? 

"  10.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  him, 
*'  Art  thou  a  mafter  of  Ifrael,  and  knoweft 
*'  not  thefe  things  ? 

"11.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee, 
"  we  fpeak  that  we  do  know,  and  tefldfy 
"  that  we  have  feen ;  and  ye  receive  not 
"  our  witnefs." 

Nicodemus  ilill  continues  in  his  mii^ 
take :  had  he  underfiood  that  our  Saviour 
was  fpeaking  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  he  would 
have  had  no  fuch  caufe  for  furprize,  ss 
the  Jewifli  law  was  a  fliadow  of  good  things 
to  come ;  but  the  attention  of  the  Jews, 
even  of  the  beft-meaning  amongft  them, 
(of  which  number  Nicodemus  feems  to  have 
been)  was  fo  taken  up  with  the  ceremonial 
part  of  their  law  as  to  prevent  them,  in  a 
great  meafure,  from  fixing  their  minds  on 
fpiritual  things.  Our  bleffed  Lord  reprov- 
ed 
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ed  him  &r  his  ignorance :  as  a 
teacher  of  Ifrael,  he  ought  tx>  h 
better  informed. 

^*  12.  If  I  have  told  you  earth 
"  and  ye  believe  not,  how  (hall  ) 
**  if  I  tell  you  of  heavenly  things 

**  13.  And  no  man  hath  afc( 
**  to  Heaven  but  he  that  came  d< 
''  Heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Mar 
''in  Heaven.'' 

Our  Saviour  reminds  him,  thj 
drawn  comparifons  between  fub 
fpiritual  myfteries,  and  earthly 
wfaidi  were  conftantly  in  his  viev 
he  underftood  not,  and  adds,  1 
would  he  be  able  to  comprehf 
gJttious  myfteries  without  fuc 
fccnficm  as  he  had  been  graciouf 
to  indulge  him  with. 

Before  the  Son  of  God  defcer 
Heaven,  for  their  inftruftion, 
were,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
^  the  dcepcft  ignorance   of 


/ 
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knowledge :  they  had  occafionally 
indulged  with  a  feeble  ray  of  light,  Y — out 
at  heft  could  only  be  faid  "  to  fee,  « 
"  through  a  glafs,  darkly  ;"  but  our  bleii^Bed 
Lord  brought  life  and  immortality  to  ii^^ht 
by  his  gofpel. 

Before  I  quit  the  lafl  verfe,  allow  rrrme 
juft  to  remark,  that  it  contains  anotl^S^f 
declaration  which  mufl  be  entirely  paflmTed 
over  by  thofe  who  deny  our  Lord's  di^^^^- 
nity ;  but  to  fuch  may  we  not  aptly  appi^ly 
the  text  which  fays,  "  Eyes  have  the  — Y$ 
"  and  fee  not ;  ears  have  they,  and  hc^^^tr 
"  not." 

"  14.  And  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpe^*^^ 
**  in  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  muft  the  S< 
**  of  Man  be  lifted  up ; 

"15.  That  whofoever  believeth  in  hii 
^*  ftiould  not  perifh,  but  have  eternal  life—--'' 

The  Son  of  Man  was  to  be  lifted  u^p^f 
that  is  to  fay,   to  be  crucified  ;   and 
thofe  who  were  bitten  by  ferpents  wei 
healed  when  they  looked  up  to  the  fei 

penr  ^ 
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pent  which  Mofes  had  made  an 
on  high  for  that  purpofe,  fo  in  I 
nermuft  we  continually  look  up 
cified  Saviour  for  relief  from  t 
of  the  old  ferpent,  man's  enen 
the  beginning  of  the  world :  this  j 
make  us  love,  ferve  and  obey  him, 
fecure  to  us  the  moft  ineftimab 
bleffings,  eternal  life, 

"  16.  For  God  fo  loved  the  w 
"he  gave  his  only -begotten  S( 
"  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fh 
"  perilh,  but  have  everlafting  life 

What  a  blefling  to  Adam  and 
race !  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  fuj 
world  in  that  ftate  of  condemi 
which  Adam,  by  his  difobediena 
duced  it,  and  that  we  were  info 
diing  lefs  than  that  God  the  Son, 
begotten  of  God  the  Father,  fhc 
dcfcend  to  take  our  nature  U] 
come  into  the  world  in  a  poor,  i 
defpifed  ftation,  live  many  yeai 


/ 
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uncomfortable  fituation,  fubjefl  to  all 
infirmities  of  our  nature^  and  at  laft  fufiiE9^ 
a  moft  painful  death  on  the  crofs^  or  th^^ 
every  foul  upon  earth  muft  perifli ;  (houl  ^< 
we  not  think  the  cafe  defperate,  and  tha^ 
the  whole  world  muft  be  condemned  citr 
fo  wonderful,  fo  incredible  an  inftance  of 
condefcenfion,  compaffion,  and  love,  could 
be  found.    Yet  all  thefe  wonders  have  been 
performed  in  our  behalf,  by  our  blefled 
Redeemer,  even  whilft  we  were  rebels  to 
his  authority. 

"  17.  For  God  fent  not  his  Son  into  the 
"  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that 
"  the  world  through  him  (hould  be  faved." 

And  fhall  we  not  with  the  utmoft  obe- 
dience, gratitude,  and  love,  acknowledge 
fuch  an  aAonifhing  interference  in  our  fa- 
vor ?  Had  we  been  left  in  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  (inners  without  a  Saviour,  we 
floould  have  thought  no  conditions  too 
hard  by  which  we  could  have  attained 
fuch  a  bleffing :  the  fervice  of  our  whole 

lives 


I 
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lives  would  then  have  been  thought 
barely  fofficient  to  manifeft  our  gratitude 
for  rcffef  from  fo  great  a  load  of  woe. 
Shall  we,  then,  becaufe  in  our  pofTeffion, 
treat thofe  high  and  unmerited  favors  with 
indifference  ?  Let  us  not  prove  ourfelves 
lb  devoid  of  gratitude,  but  make  this  the 
fab]e€t  <yf  our  moft  ferious  (ludy  and  con- 
templation ;  which,  if  we  have  not  hearts 
of  flint,  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  us  a  zealous 
wilhto  make  every  return  in  our  power, 
by  the  fmcerity  and  humility  of  our  faith 
and  obedience. 

"  18.  He  that  believeth  on  him,  is  not 
"  condemned  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not 
"  is  condemned  already  ;  Becaufe  he  hath 
"  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only- 
"  begotten  Son  of  God." 

Thofe  who  know,  and  obftinately  con- 
tinue to  rejefl  their  Saviour,  we  are  in- 
fonned  by  fcripture,  muft  be  condemned, 
as  there  is  no  other  way  to  falvation,  but 
through  the  merits  of  the  Son  of  God  : 
S  no- 
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nothing  can  be  more  juft :  and  they  muft 
expeft  that  he,  who  offered  to  be  their 
merciful  Saviour  and  was  rejefted,  will 
appear,  at  the  laft  day,  in  the  charafter  of 
an  offended  judge. 

"  19.  And  this  is  condemnation :  that 
"  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men 
"  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe 
"  their  deeds  were  evil. 

"  20.  For  every  one  that  doeth  evil, 
"  hateth  the  light,  left  his  deeds  (hould  be 
*^  reproved. 

"21.  But  he  that  doeth  the  truth  cometh 
"  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds  may  be  made 
"  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought  in  God.* 

Chrift  is  the  light  foretold  by  the  pro- 
phets :  he  is  ftyled,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
gofpel,  "  the  true  light."  Every  one  who 
continues  in  fin,  by  choice,  rejc6ls  thofe 
pure  and  divine  precepts  given  by  our 
Saviour,  which  direfclly  oppoie  his  praftice ; 
nor  will  an  outward  profeffion  of  them,  for 

con- 
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conveniency,  or  through  fear  or  (hame, 
avail  \n  the  fight  of  God  who  judgeth  the 
heart,  though  it  may  ferve  to  impofe  upon 
our  fellow-creatures. 

If  we  will  not  give  ourfelves  the  trouble 
to  fearch  the  fcriptures,  how  can  we  expeft 
to  be  bleffed  with  the  firft  of  all  knowledge, 
the  knowledge  that  leadeth  to  life  eternal  ? 
Is  it  not  ftrange  that  the  objefl:  of  reading 
the  holy  fcriptures  ftiould  be  fo  little  un- 
derftood,  that  many  people  ftiould  think 
they  have  done  their  duty  by  hurrying 
over  a  few  chapters  of  them,  inftead  of 
confidering  them  as  the  mode  of  acquiring 
knowledge  by  a  diligent  fearch  after  it  ? 
Such  perfons  miftake  the  means  for  the 
objeft  of  their  ftudy. 

There  is  no  merit  in  the  mere  reading 
the  fcriptures :  to  make  it  praife- worthy,  it 
muft  be  undertaken  from  an  earneft  defire 
to  learn  our  duty,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
perform  it.  Some  people  think  it  quite 
fufficient  to  go  once  in  the  week  to  hear 
parts  of  them  read  in  the  church ;  and 
S  2  though^ 
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though,  from  want  of  due  attention  \ 
there,  and  of  confulting  their  bibles  v 
they  return  home,  they  underftand  1 
of  what  they  have  heard,  are  perfeftl] 
tisfied  with  themfelves,  in  the  perfua 
that  they  have  performed  all  that  t 
duty  requires  of  them.  But  can  we  : 
pofe  that,  when  the  Son  of  God  has  d 
and  fuflFered  fo  much  for  us,  he  will  aa 
fuch  carelefs  returns  and  cold  indiffere 
as  if  his  ineftimable  favors  were  fcar( 
worthy  our  attention  or  our  thanks  ! 

How  fevere  a  mortification  muft  it 
to  a  pious  and  humane  paftor,  who 
labored  with  the  utmoft  diligence  for 
inftruftion  of  thofe  intrufted  to  his  c 
to  find  them  averfe  to  aflift  him  in 
endeavors  to  promote  their  own  welfi 
yet  this  is  too  often  the  cafe. 

The  great  objeft  of  fuch  a  charafte 
I  have  defcribed,  and  his  firft  wifh,  e 
be  (in  the  words  of  a  favorite  author  of 
own  times),  that  when  he  pens  his  fold 
eternity,  there  may  not  be  one  of  his  fl 
wanting.     How  great  is  the  diflference 

tw 
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>m  want  of  due  attendoo  n    tween  the  real  Giriftian  and  the  lu 


of  confulting  their  bibles  ti 

n  home,  they  underilandB 

ey  have  heard,  are  perfeak: 

themfelves,  in  the  pei 
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orcarelefione:  the  former,  by  ch< 
principle  a  Chriftian,  glories  in  t 
more  than  in  any  which  the  worl 
bellow  on  him ;  the  latter  is  perfe6 
ave  performed  ail  thatil  tent  with  the  name  and  appearanc 
of  them.     But  can  w  of  ^  J^ot  fuch,  however,  be  too  feci 


-icnthe  Son  of  God  has  ci 


£V)  much  for  us,  he  will  aca     heart,  hadi  faid, «  Not  every  one  tl 


returns  and  cold  indifleoc 
fiimable  favors  were  ICBC5 
ttention  or  our  thanks.' 
e  a  mortification  mud  II* 

-kd  humane  pallor,  M 
the  utmoft  diligence  forB 
fthofe  intruded  to  h.c^ 
naverfetoalllfthini.H 
.promote  their  o«-n»^ 
>  often  the  cafe, 
.bjea  of  f"^h  a  cbancte^ 
ed,  and  his  ^  ff 

,at  when  he  pens  h.s^^^ 
)v^  great  is  tiie         ^^^ 


who  feeth  the  moft  inward  thoughi 


"  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord,  fliall  ent 
"  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  but 
"  doeth  the  will  of  my  father  whi 
"  Heaven."  Ignorance  might  aflFo 
plea,  if  unavoidable ;  but  to  kn 
tnidj,  and  be  indifferent  to  it,  n 
cwafe  dieir  condemnation. 

*  22.  After  thefe.  things  cam 
"  and  his  difciples  into  Judea,  ani 
"  be  tarried  with  them  and  baptize 

To  do,  or  caufe  to  be  done  by 
B  frequently  mentioned  under  tl 
**ra>s,  not  only  in  fcripture  but  in  c 
conveifation:  an  inftance  of  this 


/ 
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in  the  verfe  above  recited.  Jefus  did 
himfelf  baptize,  but  commanded  his 
eiples  to  baptize. 

"  23.  And  John  alfo  was  baptizing 
"  Enon,  near  to  Salim,  becaufe  there  \ 
"  much  water  there  :  and  they  came  a 
"  were  baptized ; 

"  24.  For  John  was  not  yet  caft  ii 
"  prifon. 

"  25.  Then  there  arofe  a  queftion 
"  tween  fome  of  John's  difciples  and 
"  Jews,  about  purifying." 

Water  being  very  fcarce  in  that  par 
the  world,  John  always  chofe  his  (ituat 
where  there  was  the  greateft  plenty,  t 
he  might  with  the  more  eafe  baptize 
multitudes  that  reforted  to  him.  * 

The  Jews  were  commanded  by  tl 
law  to  purify  themfelves,  at  fet  tim 
they  had  alfo,  by  their  traditions,  int 
duced  many  more  :  this  ceremony  ^ 
held  in  the  utmoft  veneration  :  wh 
therefore,  they  faw  John  baptizing  fi 

numb< 
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i 

Bombers^  they  were  led  to  inquire  whe- 
ther it  was  John*s  intention  to  fubftitutc 
baptifm  in  the  room  of  fome  of  their  puri- 
ficarions,  or  if  it  were  intended  as  a  mere 
type,  or  (hadow,  to  ceafe  when  the  Melfiah 
Ihould  come. 

"  26.  And  they  came  unto  John,  and 
^  faid  unto  him.  Rabbi,  he  that  was  with 

*  thee  beyond  Jordan,  to  whom  thou  bareft 

*  witnefs,  behold,  the  fame  baptizeth,  and 

*  all  men  come  to  him." 


Thedifciples  of  John  theBaptift  thought 
il  an  affront  to  their  mafter  that  any  one 
ftould  prefume  to  baptize  and  draw  fuch 
DQmbers  after  him,  particularly  one  who 
had  himfelf  come  and  received  baptifm 
from  him :  they  thought  all  the  merit  he 
iad,  was  derived  from  their  mafter ;  for 
irhom  their  regard  was  fo  great  that  they 
rcMifidered  his  honor  and  credit  at  ftake, 
ind  were  confequently  extremely  jealous 
f  one  whom  they  looked  upon  as  an  in- 
ruder. 

"  27.  John 
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**  27.  John  anfwered  and  faid,  a  fl 
•*  can  receive  nothing  except  it  be  gi^ 
"  him  from  Heaven. 

"  28.  Ye  yourfelves  bear  me  witiii 
^  that  I  faid  I  am  not  the  Chrift,  but  tl 
"  I  am  fent  before  him. 

"  29.  He  that  hath  the  bride,  is  1 
^  bridegroom ;  but  the  friend  of  the  brii 
^  groom  which  ftandeth  and  heareth  hi 
"  rejoiceth  greatly  becaufe  of  the  hn 
•*  groom's  voice.  This  my  joy,  therefc 
«  is  fulfilled." 

John  always  told  his  followers,  tha 
far  from  his  being  the  Chrift,  he  was  < 
one  of  his  attendants,  fent  forward  to 
pare  his  way  ;  that  his  mafter  was  the 
(hepherd,  who  would  appoint  fuch  pc 
to  guard  and  watch  over  his  flock 
(hould  think  proper ;  that  he  himfe 
received  his  commiflion  from  him 
then  could  they  wifh  him  to  endes 
filence  oroppofe  the  Lord  of  Life 
was 'the  conftant  language  held  b 
the  Baptift. 
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►hn  anfwered  and  faid,  as  Ourblcffed  Saviour  ftyles  himfi 
ve  nothing  except  it  be  f<  bridegroom  to  the  church,  and  Joh 
1  Heaven  ™^  ^"  ''^  honor  of  being  one  of  the  J 

'e  yourfelves  bear  me  via   of  the  bridegroom;  for  whom,  he, 
id  I  am  not  the  Chrift,  ui  pi«ching,.wa8  to  prepare  the  peopl« 

office  was  to  John  the  Baptifl:  the  : 
of  the  greateft  joy  which  he  could  i 
m  his  earthly  t^macle. 


It  before  him. 
le  that  hath  the  bride,  b 
om;  but  the  friend  of  thelB 
hich  ftandeth  and  kuM 
greatly  becaufe  of tbeW 
^oice.  Thismyjoy.tWI 
I." 


is  being  the  ChnM 

attendants,  fent  forwar  J^ 
.y^thathismafterwas^J 


,nd  watch  over 


thiate 


hiaH"' 


A  proper  iW"'"^    . 
,pofetheLordoft*^J 


"  30.  He  muft  increafe,  but  I  mi 
'  creafc." 


Our  Lord  was  as  the  rifing  fun ; 

.  .  •  r  iIauvr  tls'    ^^  ^^P"*^  ^  ^^  morning  ftar, 
told  hisjoim'         laving  fulfilled  itsoffice  in  annour 


laving  fulfilled  its  office  in  announc 
near  approach^  is  loft  in  the  blaze  < 
glorious  luminary.  From  this 
John's  followers  decreafed,  and  he '. 
was  lliorily  after  caft  into  prifon ;  I 
blcfcd  Saviour  Ihone  more  and 
tvay  day. 


"  p-  He  that  cometh  from  ah 

'  above  all :  he  that  is  of  the  e 

T  "i 
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"  earthly,  and  fpeaketh  of  the  earth : 
"  that  cometh  from  Heaven,  is  above  a 

John  here  tells  his  difciples^  that 
own  origin  being  from  the  earth,  his  h 
guage  and  in(lru£lions  were  fuitabletc 
mere  mortal ;  but  that  he  who  came  Ire 
Heaven,  excelled  all  others,  as  much 
the  dignity  of  his  perfon  as  in  the  fublin^ 
of  his  mind  and  a6lions. 

*'  32.  And  what  he  hath  feen  and  hes 
"  that  he  teftifieth,   and  no  man  reo 
"  eth  his  teftimony.      He  that  hath 
"  ceived  his  teftimony  hath  fet  to  his  i 
"  that  God  is  true." 

Thofe  who  accepted  Chrift,  and  bdi 
ed  in  him,  would  of  courfe  fet  their  feal 
belief  to  all  God  s  promifes  refpe6ling 
Meffiah  contained  in  the  Old  Teftam^ 
and  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  ev 
word  which  God  had  there  fpoken. 

"  34.  J 
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and  fpeakethof  theeari 
leth  from  Heaven,  is  aboR 

ere  tells   his  difciples,  tk 
a  being  from  the  earth,  r 
i  mftruaions  were  fuitaW 
tal;  but  that  he  who  came 

excelled  all  odien,  as  w 
yofhisperfonasinthcf«te 

id  and  aftions. 

nd  what  he  hath  feenanJk 
teftifieth,  and  no  m^ 
:ellimony.  He  that  ^^ 
5   teftimony  hath  fet  tote- 

15  true." 

,o  accepted  Chrift,anJ 

God's  Vror^l^C 
tainedintheOldTe^ 

Godhadthe«fFi«^ 
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"  34.  For  he  whom  God  ha 
"  fpeaketh  the  words  of  God ;  f 
"  givcdi  not  the  fpirit  by  meafu 
"him." 

He  whom  God  hath  fent  from 
fpake  not,  as  the  prophets  of  old  w 
fent  from  God,  the  language  of  infp 
when  Chrift  fpake,  it  was  God  him 
fpoke,  he  being  one  with  the  Fathe 
all  worlds;  for  in  him  the  fulnefs 
godhead  dweh  bodily :  he  had  the 
of  all  in  himfelf,  and  not  the 
only. 

"  35.  The  Father  loveth  the  S 
"  hath  given  all  things  into  his  ha 

Our  Lord  fpeaks  of  himfelf  in  t 
tenns,  St.  Matthew,  chap.  xi.  v< 
"  All  things  are  delivered  unto  m 

Father;  and  no  man  knoweth 

"but  the  Father:  neither  know 

Ionian  the  Father,  fave  the  Son, 

"  ^°  ^homfoevcr  the  Son  will  rev( 

T2 
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God  hath  committed  all  things  relative 
to  mankind  to  Chrift,  more  particularly 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  every 
thing  that  leads  to  their  eternal  falvatioD: 
let  us,  then,  flee  to  the  Almighty  Father 
.  by  the  only  means  he  has  appointed^  thro' 
the  mediation  of  his  truly  -  beloved  foOi 
our  only  faviour  and  redeemer.     Can  wc 
for  a  moment  hefitate  to  enlift  under  his 
banners,  whofe  "  yoke  is  eafy  and  burden 
"  light."     The  members  of  Chrift  arc  not 
without  a  yoke :  that  is,  a  law,  or  rule  by 
which  they  are  to  walk  ;  but  how  light  is 
this,  compared  to  that  of  the  law,  which 
impofed   many  burthenfome  ordinances, 
whereas  here,  we  are   enjoined  nothing 
but  what  the  beft  feelings  of  our  nature 
would  lead  us  to  praftice,  even   if  they 
were  not  made  our  duty  ;  namely,  to  love 
God,  and  to  live  in  charity  and  good-wiS\ 
with  our  neighbour. 

How  great  alfo  is  the  difference  bctwe^SD 
thofe  who  endeavor  to  obey  him,  and  '••^ 
become  his  true  and  faithful  difciples,  a^r^ 
thofe  who.rejeft  him:  the  minds  of  t^B^ 
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fonner  are  contented  and  ferene>  ready 

to  quit  this  world  or  to  continue  in  it,  as 

beft  pleafes  their  beloved  mafter ;  patient 

under  fufferings,  looking  forward  to  the 

reward  promifed  to   all  Chrift's  faithful 

fervants.     To  arrive  at  this  ftate  of  mind, 

is  fuperior  to  the  greateft  riches  we  can 

enjoy  on  this  fide  the  grave :  it  may  be 

well  called  the  pearl  of  great  price  ;  and 

when  once  we  have  attained  this  heavenly 

difpofition,  the  world  cannot,  with  all  its 

ticafures^  bribe  us  to  part  with  fo  inef- 

dmable  a  blefling :  we  are  then  rifen  above 

ks  temptations  and  vanities.    Contrail  this 

ftate  of  mind  with  that  of  thofe  who  rejeft 

their  faviour,    though  their  fituation    in 

life  may  be  ever  fo  rich  or  profperous  : 

they  are  for  ever  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  feek- 

ing  for    fomething  which    eludes    their 

grafp  ;    difcontented    with    the    prefent, 

dreading  the  future,  fo  that  they  may  be 

aptly  compared  to  the  troubled  fea.     Our 

enemy,  faithlefs  even  to  his  own  fervants, 

is  ever  bufy  to  prevent  their  enjoyment  oF 

quiet 
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quiet  in  this  world,  or  of  happinefs  in 
world  to  come. 


*'  36.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hatb 
**  everlafting  hfe,  and  he  that  believeth  not 
"  the  Son  fhall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath 
"  of  God  abideth  in  him." 

One  reafon,  and  a  very  forcible  one, 
why  fome  people  are  averfe  to  the  belief 
of  the  fcriptures,  is,  that  they  do  not  choofe 
to  part  with  fome  darling  vice,  and  were 
they  to  acknowledge  their  belief  in  the  re- 
ligion of  Chrift,  it  would  be  to  proclaim 
to  the  world  that  they  live  in  a  ftate  of 
condemnation  ;  they  therefore  endeavor 
to  perfuade  themfelves,  and  thofe  with 
with  whom  they  converfe,  out  of  all  faith. 
But  pious  Chriflians  are  each  day  more 
and  more  confirmed  in  their  belief,  by  a 
ferious  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures :  this  de- 
lightful employment  raifes  their  thoughts 
to  Heaven,  and  prepares  their  minds  to 
make  their  humble  petitions  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  where  truth  and  mercy  dwell  ; 

where 
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where  they  are  fure  of  a  welcome  recep- 
tk)D»  and  of  reft  unto  their  fouls. 

May  the  Almighty  grant  us  grace  to  be 
of  that  glorious  number^  for  the  fake  of 
our  blefled  faviour  and  redeemer,  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord !    Amen. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  EIGHTH. 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  IV. 

"  ^-T^HEN  therefore  the  Lord  kn< 
"  ^  ^  how  the  Pharifees  had  hea 
"^that  Jefus  made  and  baptized  more  d 
**  ciples  than  John, 

"  2.  (Though  Jefus  himfelf  baptiz 
"  not,  but  his  difciples), 

"3.  He  left  Judea,  and  departed  aga 
"  into  Galilee." 

Bifhop  Beveridge  obferves,  that  maj 
people,  miftaking  the  texts  which  reh 
to  baptifm,  have  fuppofed  it  neceffary  tl 
they  (hould  be  perfeftly  inftrufted  in  th< 
religion  before  they  were  baptized  : 
alfo  fays  that  European  tranflators  rend 
the  words  of  the  original  text,  "  Go 

*'  ai 
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"  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them," 

&c. ;  but  that  it  will  bear  no  fuch  fenfe :  for 

that  the  word  which  they  have  tranflated 

"  to  teach"  had  no  fuch  fignification,  but 

means, '  to  be,  or  to  make  difciples ;'  and 

that  they  were  to  be  taught  after  they  were 

baptized.     This  opinion  feems  confirmed 

by  St.  Matthew,  chap,  xxviii.  ver.    19. 

20.;  "  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all 

"  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 

'*  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 

*  Holy  Ghoft ;  teaching  them  to  obferve 

"  aU  things  whatfoever  I  have  command- 

"edyou :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 

"  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen.** 

Thus,  fays  Beveridge,  are  all  the  texts 

upon  this  fubjeft  tranflated  in  the  oriental 

vcrfions  :   by    which  means  the  Eaftem 

Churches  have  efcaped  this  error. 

The  Seventy  who  are  fo  often  referred 
to  in  books  of  divinity,  were  wife  men  of 
Greece  who  tranflated  the  Scriptures  into 
the  Greek  language ;  and,  it  may  natu- 
ndly  be  fuppofed,  that  their  work  was 
not  publiftied  till  it  had  been  infpefted 
U  and 
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and  correfted  by  the  whole  body.     WMb 
fuch  advantages,  it  muft  have  been  an'dt* 
cellent  tranflation;  in  which  light  it  is  ctxf- 
fidered  by  all  the  writers  on  divinity,  aod 
as  a  work  highly  beneficial  to  mankind. 

"4.    And  he  muft  needs  go  thr(M|p  ' 
"Samaria." 

Before  I  proceed  further  with  my  com- 
ments upon  this  chapter,  I  propofe  (tnift* 
ing  to  the  indulgence  of  my  reader)  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  origin  oftKc 
Samaritans,  and  of  the  hatred  which  fub- 
fifted  between  them  and  the  Jews ;  an 
account  which,  as  it  is  ftriftly  conne£led 
with  the  prefent  fubjeft,  will  not,  I  hope, 
be  thought  either  uninterefting  or  ufelefe* 
For  this  purpofe,  I  muft  carry  my  reader 
back  to  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  (11.  Kings, 
chap.  XX.)  who  foretels  to  the  good  King 
Hezekiah  the  circumftances  which  were  to 
happen  to  his  pofterity,  and  the  calamities 
to  be  brought  on  them  by  the  Babylonians ; 
and  as  fome  parts  of  the  hiftory  of  this  king 

furhifh 
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^imifli  admirable  lefTons  againfl  p 
oftenution,  llhall  treat  of  it  preti 
at  large. 

••In  thofe  days,  Hezekiah  was  f 
**  death.;  and  the  prophet  Ifaiah  c; 
••faid  unto,  him,  Thus  faith  the  L 
•thine  houfe  in  order,  for  thou  i 
*•  and  not  live.  Then  he  turned 
•'  to  the  wall  and  prayed  unto  th 
"  faying  I  befeech  thee,  O  Lord, 
.  •^  bcr  how  I  have  walked  before 
^  truth  and  with  a  perfeft  heart,  a 
"  done  that  which  is  good  in  th 
"  and  Hezekiah  wept  fore." 

The  fubfequent  events  will  j 
how  much  better  it  is  to  obferve  a 
J^gnation  to  the  will  of  the  Al 
than  to  wiQi  for  any  alteration  in 
decrees ;  but  it  is  a  melancholy  v 
in  our  nature,  that  even  fome  of 
people  are  over-anxious  for  lo 
ioftead  of  retting  affured  that  v 
time  our  all-wile  and  good  Create 
fe  to  fummon  us  hence,  is  bell 
Qpd  had  companion  on  the  wea 
U2  H 
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Hezekiah,  and  fent  the  prophet  to  I 
again,  to  tell  him  that  his  life  (hould 
lengthened  fifteen  years.  Though  Hi 
kiah  had  believed  the  firft  meflage 
Ifaiah,  yet  fo  defirous  was  he  of  life,  t 
he  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  n 
promife  in  the  fecond  meffage,  but 
quired  a  fign  in  proof  that  he  (hould 
cover ;  and  when  Ifaiah,  in  complia 
with  his  infirmity,  afked  him,  in  the  m 
of  the  Lord,  Whether  the  (hadow  flic 
go  forward  on  the  dial  ten  degrees^ 
backwards  ten  degrees,  nothing  would 
tisfy  him  but  the  moft  undquivocal  pr 
"  Hezekiah  anfwered.  It  is  a  light  tl 
"  for  the  fliadow  to  go  down  ten  degn 
"  nay,  but  let  the  fliadow  return  back\v 
"  ten  degrees." 

This  the  Lord  condefcended  to  gi 
him,  as  alfo  his  perfeft  recovery. 

Some  time  after  this  wonderful  tr 
aftion,  the  king  of  Babylon,   who 
heard  that  he  had  been  fick,  fent  a  Ic 
and  prefent  unto  him  :   "  And  Hezcl 
'•  hearkened  unto  the  ambafladors, 

"ftic^ 
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•  (hewed  them  all  the  houfe  of  his  pre- 
"  cious  things.  Then  came  the  prophet 
^  fiaiah  and  faid  unto  him.  What  faid  thefe 
^  men,  and  from  whence  came  they  ?  and 
^  he  faid.  From  a  far  country."  He  alfo 
confeifed  that  he  had  fhewed  them  all 
his  treafures.  Ifaiah  hearing  this,  replies, 
that  all  thofe  treafures,  and  his  people, 
Ihould,  for  his  foolifh  oftentation,  be  car- 
ried captives  into  Babylon. 

And  here  let  me  guard  you  againft  the 
fuppofition  that  fuch  a  number  of  people, 
Kving  at  fo  great  a  diftance  of  time,  were 
to  fuffer  punifhment  for  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  Hezekiah :  this  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe,  either  in  this  or  in  the  many  .in- 
fiances  given  in  the  Old  Teftament,  where, 
to  fuperficial  readers,  it  may  appear  that 
the  people  fuffered  for  the  faults  of  their 
rulers.  Their  punifhments  were  drawn 
down  on  them  by  their  own  vices ;  and, 
in  the  inftance  before  us,  they  were  pu- 
nHhed  for  their  wickednefs  in  turning  from 
their  God  to  the  worftiip  of  idols ;  the  Al- 
Baighty  making  ufe  of  the  Babylonians  as 

the 
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the  inftrument  of  his  vengeance,  ta  poifit 
out  more  forcibly  to  Hezekiah  the  folly  of 
his    conduft.      They  would  have   been- 
equally  punifhcd  had  thefe  events  never 
happened,  tho'  perhaps  by  other  means ; 
and  Hezekiah  would  have  been  (aved  tho 
pain  of  knowing  the  calamities  which  were 
to  befal  his  pofterity. 

Hezekiah  feemed  very  much  plealH 
that  people  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  his 
kingdom  fhould-  be  anxious  refpe6ling  his 
recovery  :  he  appeared  to  take  the  honof 
to  himfelf,  inftead  of  giving  it  to  God :  bis 
joy  was  fo  great,  that  it  for  a  time  divefied 
him  of  his  prudence  and  policy,  by  laying 
fuch  great  temptations  in  their  way.  Hew 
we  have  a  ftriking  proof  how  difficult  it  is 
even  for  the  bed  people  to  condu6l  theia- 
felves  with  prudence  and  moderation,  ua- 
der  great  profperity,  particularly  wbeo 
uncommon  honors  and  attentions  are  paid 
to  them.  May  this  ferve  as  a  warning  10 
us  to  keep  a  ftrid  watch  over  ourfelvdi 
when  by  the  favor  of  the  Almighty  wc 
are  placed  in  fuch  circumftances.  He- 
zekiah 
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ieekiah Teems  to  have  overlooked  one  pro- 
table  reafon  which  might  have  brought 
'tkek  ambafladors  from  fo  diflant  a  coun- 
try :  namely,  the  return  of  the  (hadow  on 
the  dial  ten  degrees.      This  wonderful 
etent  could  not  have  efcaped  the  obfer- 
vationof  the  Babylonians,  who  were  fa- 
mous for  their  knowledge  in  aftronomy; 
their  curidfity  was  of  courfe  inflamed  to 
learn  by  what  power  it  had  been  pro- 
duced, and  to  fee  the  man  for  whom  the 
courfe  of  nature   had   been   fufpended. 
Report  had  fixed  the  fcene  of  this  miracle 
to  Jadea ;  and  with  fuch  objefts  of  cu- 
riofity  the  length  of  the  journey  was  not 
l&ely  to  be  an  impediment. 

Hezekiah,  whofe  mind  was  open  to  con- 
viftion,  became  fenfible  of  his  fault,  the 
inftant  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  by  Ifaiah. 
"Then  faid  Hezekiah  unto  Ifaiah,   Good 

*  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  thou  haft 
**  fpoken.     And  he  faid.  Is  it  not  good  if 

*  peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days  ?"  He 
hombly  fubmits  to  the  juftice  of  the  fen- 
taice,  knowing  it  to  be  deferved  and  fent 

as 
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as  a  punifhment  both  for  his  own  fins  aiK 
thofe  of  his  people.     Nor  did  he  fpeai 
lightly  or  carelefsly,  as  one  unconcernct/ 
for  his  pofterity ;  his  piety,  charity,  and 
natural  a(fe6lion,  forbid  fuch  a  thought: 
he  exprelTed  the  feelings  of  a  grateful  heart 
for  the  Angular  favor  granted  him,  that 
judgment  fliould  not  immediately  follow 
his  fin ;  and  furely  this  required  his  fpcedy 
and  humble  acknowledgment. 

The  accomplifliment  of  the  punifliment 
fo  denounced,  is  related  by  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  chap.  Hi.  ver.  9.  "  Then  they 
"  took  the  king  and  carried  him  up  unto 
"  the  king  of  Babylon,  to  Riblah,  in  the 
"  land  of  Hameth,  where  he  gave  judg- 
**  ment.'' 

God,  who,  as  I  have  fo  frequently  had 
occafion  to  obferve,  brings  good  out  of 
evil,  did  it  very  confpicuoufly  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  in  making  himfelf  known 
to,  and  adored  by,  the  Babylonians.  In 
confequenceof  the  wonderful  a6ls  perform- 
ed in  favor  of  certain  Jews  who  refufcd 
to  worlhip  the  Babylonifii  idol  under  Nc- 

buchadnezzaTi 
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buchadnezzar,  he  palTed   the 

decree,  (Daniel,   chapter  iii. 

"  Therefore  I  make  a  decree, 

••  people,  nation,  and  languj 

"  fpeak  any  thing  amifs  againfl 

"  Shadrach,  Mefhach,  and  Abe< 

"  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  their  h 

"  be  made  a  dunghill ;  becaufe 

'■  odier  god  that  can  deliver  aftt 

After  the  expiration  of  fev. 

»n  the  firft  year  of  the  reign 

Jung  of  Perfia  (to  which  countr 

was  now  become  fubjc6l),  he,  b 

fpiration,  ordered  the  Jews  to 

re-build  the  Temple,  command: 

jefis  to  aflift  them  with  whatex 

qnifite  for  that  purpofe.     The 

with  refpea  to  Cyrus,  which  ma 

">  the  forty-fifth  chapter  of  Ifai 

of  themoft  remarkable  in  the  w 

8s  he  is  pointed  out  by  name,  or 

and  feventy-fix  years  before 

happened. 

Many  of  the  Jews  who  wen 
Babylon,  did  not  choofe  to  rett 
X 
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own  country ;  and  thofe  who  did  retuvn^ 
found  great  difficulties  in  carrying  on  the 
work,  being  fomeiimes  impeded,  and  at  j 
others  totally  flopped,  by  the  malice  and    • 
envy  of  their  enemies  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  Temple  was  not  finifhed  until 
the  reign  of  Darius. 

From  hence  we  may  learn,  that  the  Al- 
mighty does  not  always  permit  our  moft 
laudable  defigns,  of  ferving  and  rendering 
him  honor,  to  be  accompliffied  without  in- 
terruption. He  frequently  fends  difap- 
pointments,  toexercife  us  in  the  virtues  of 
patience  and  refignation :  thefe  can  be  per- 
fected only  in  this  world  :  in  Heaven  wc 
can  have  no  exercife  for  them  ;  that  being 
a  place  of  complete  happinefs,  where  wc 
fliall  be  rewarded  for  every  aft  of  obe- 
dience tQ  God's  laws. 

Ezra  gives  us  a  very  affefting  account 
of  the  foundation  of  this  fecond  Temple, 
(chap.  iii.  ver.  12.)  ;  *'  But  many  of  the 
"  priefts  and  chief  of  the  fathers,  who  were 
*'  ancient  men  that  had  feen  the  firft  houfe^ 
"  when  the  foundation  of  this  houfe  was 

"laid 
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•  laid  before  their  eyes,  wept  wii 
•*  voice,  to  fee  how  inferior  this  \ 
'*  former."     Yet    the    prophet 
(chap.  ii.  ver.  9.)  fays,  "  The  glo 
"  latter  houfe  (hall  be  greater  tha 

*  mer,  fays  the  Lord  of  Hods ;  ai 
**  place  will  I  give  peace,  fays  the 
«  Hofts/'  That  the  latter  Temp 
fliort  of  the  former,  in  point  o 
ficence,  is  univerfally  allowed  : 
comes  it,  then,  that  the  glory  of 
Temple  (hould  fo  far  exceed  th 
fonner  ?  Becaufe  the  Son  of  Goc 
It  with  his  human  as  well  as  his  di 
fence;  and  as  he  was  the  defire 
tions,  but  more  particularly  of  lY 
the  place  where  he  gave  public  ii 
muft  have  hence  appeared  mofl:  g 
the  believing  Jews:  the  grandeur 
nificence  of  Solomon's  Temple 
their  opinion  appear  as  nothing 
parifon  of  the  ineftimable  bleflin 
admitted  into  his  prefence,  an< 
from  his  lips  the  words  of  ete 
their  thoughts  would  be  too  m 

X2 
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pied  in  the  attainment  of  thofe  etema/ 
riches  which  fade  not  away,  to  regret  the 
abfence  of  wordly  pomp  and  fplendor. 

When  the  Temple  was  completed,  and 
the  worftiip  of  God  re-eftabliftied  on  its 
ancient  footing,  the  Jews  were  required  to 
put  away  their  ftrange  wives  ;  the  law  of 
rfieir  God  having  exprefsly  prohibited 
them  from  making  marriages  with  the 
idolatrous  nations ;  nor  could  they  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Temple  till  they  had  com" 
plied  with  this,  and  every  other  ordinance 
of  the  law.  This  was  certainly  a  levere 
teft  of  their  piety,  and  a  punifhment  for 
having  broken  the  law :  but  all  who  it- 
turned  to  their  God  with  their  whole  heart, 
made  this  facrifice  ;  putting  away  the 
ftrange  wives  which  they  had  married 
whilft  captives  in  Babylon.  One  of  the 
fons  of  Jojada,  the  fon  of  Eliafhib  the  high 
prieft,  was  fon-in-law  to  Sanballet,  who  had 
been  very  anxious  to  prevent  the  re-build* 
ing  of  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem.  Family 
reafons  might,  probably,  have  urged  him 
to  this  :  he  might  apprehend  that,  if  that 

took 
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took  place,  a  public  difgrace  would  fall 
upon  fome  of  his  neareft  and  deareft  con- 
nexions. Finding,  at  length,  all  his  en- 
deavon  fruitlefs,  he  gave  his  fon-in-law, 
wbofe  name  was  MenafTes,  leave  to  build 
I  Temple  on  Mount  Gerezim,  in  Samaria, 
and  made  him  high  pried  of  it.  Thither 
reforted  all  thoTe  priefts,  who  having  mar- 
ried Arange  wives  refufed  to  put  them 
away ;  as  well  as  all  thofe  who  for  their 
crimes  had  been  expelled  from  the  Tem- 
I^,  or  forfeited  the  privileges  of  the 
priefthood^  the  city,  or  the  court. 

The  condufl  of  the  rulers  of  the  Jews, 
at  this  time,  in  expelling  fo  many  of  their 
brethren  from  their  communion,  fhould 
not  be  attributed  to  pride  or  prejudice : 
they  appear  to  have  been  aftuated  by  a 
high  fenfe  of  refpeft  to  the  honor  of  God, 
ind  of  gratitude  to  him  for  re-admitting 
them  to  all  their  former  invaluable  pri- 
vileges ;  which  they  could  in  no  way  fo 
properly  manifeft,  as  by  a  ftri6t  obfervance 
of  all  his   ordinances.     How  fadly  they 

had 
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had  degenerated  in  our  bleffed  Savi* 
time,  their  conduft  plainly  evinces. 

The  worfliip  of  the  Samaritans,  as 
as  their  fyftem  of  morality,  was   gn 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Jews  in  its  flat 
purity  :  they  indulged  themfelves  in  ir 
liberties   which   were   forbidden    by 
Jewifti  law. 

From  the  above  account,  we  may  ea 
conceive,  that  great  jealoufy  and  enr 
would  naturally  arife  between  the  two{ 
pie :  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the  c 
and  to  have  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  in 
time  of  our  Saviour,  that  they  feenr 
have  avoided  even  the  common  office 
humanity  to  each  other. 

Such  were  the  people  to   whom 
bleffed   Lord   was   gracioufly  pleafed 
offer  his  divine  gofpel ;  and  many  of  t 
thankfully   accepted  it,  and   became 
faithful  followers  and  difciples. 

"  5.  Then  cometh  he  to  a  city  of 
"  maria,  which  is  called  Sychar,   nea 
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?rated  in  our  bleffed  Sari; 
conduci  plainly  ennces. 
fliip  of  the  Samaritans,!) 
ftem  of  morality,  vas  p 
that  of  the  Jews  in  iis  te 
:v  indulged  themfelvfs  in 
hich  were  forbiddea  w 

e  above  account,  veiMv 
hat  great  jealoul)- and  c: 
-aJIyarife  between  the  twj 
sappearstohavebeenihfu 
rifen  toruchaheigbt,c. 
-  Saviour,  that  thev  fee 
d  even  the  common  ofia 

each  other. 

e  the  people  to  w 

i    wasgraciouflypl^^ 

.egofpel;  and  many  0^^ 

^    \i  it  and  hec0' 
ccepted  it,  ana 

^.ersanddifcpl^- 
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"  the  parcel  of  ground  that  Jacob 
"  his  fon  Jofeph. 

"  6.  Now  Jofeph's  Well  was  the 
"fus  therefore  being  wearied  w 
"journey,  fat  thus  on  the  well: 
"  was  about  the  fixth  hour/' 

The  foregoing  verfe  furnifhes 
proof  of  our  bleffed  Lords  fubmi 
the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  in 
fenting  him  as  tired  with  his  journe 
did  he  choofe  eafy  and  expeditiou 
of  travelling,  but  fuch  as  bed  fuit 
ftationoflife  in  which  he  condefcer 
appear.  His  whole  life  on  earth 
continued  ftate  of  fufFering. 

**  7-  There  conoieth  a  woman  of  S 
"to  draw  water:  Jefus  faith  un 
"  Give  me  to  drink. 

8.  (For  his  difciples  were  gon. 
"  mo  the  city,  to  buy  meat.}" 


This  woman,  we  learn  from  wl 
'Qws,  had  lived  a  very  fcandalous  lii 
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does  it  appear  that  (he  had  formed  anjr 
plan  of  reformation,  when  fhe  met  and 
converfed  with  our  Saviour.  He  (boo 
brought  her  to  a  right  way  of  thinking; 
and  by  implanting  in  her  heart  a  firm  faith 
in  him,  furnifhed  her  wnth  the  ftrongeft 
(hield  againfl:  the  temptation  to  return  to 
her  former  wicked  and  diflbiute  life. 

The  Scribes  and  Pharifees  continually 
reproached  our  Lord  for  aflbciating  wiili 
publicans  and  fmners.    His  anfwer  to  all 
fuch  charges,  is  well  worthy  of  remaii : 
••  I  come  not  to  call  the  righteous^  but  fin- 
"  ners  to  repentance."  How  merciful,  kind 
and  condefcending  in  our  Saviour,  not  to 
refufe  the  very  worfl  of  finners,  upon  tbcir 
fincere  repentance,  faith  and  amendment 
of  life.     Had  he  kept  fuch  at  a  diftance, 
and  only  admitted  to  his  prefence  perfoos 
bearing  a  fair  charafter  in  the  world,  how 
many  of  thofe  who  became  the  fincereft  of 
his  profelytes,  muft  have  been  fuffered  to 
perifli  in  their  ignorance  and  vices  ! 

In  like  manner,  let  us  endeavor  to  bring 
back  to  the  paths  of  virtue,  our  unhappy 

brethren; 
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brethren ;  let  them  have  ftrayed  ever  fo  far 
bta  thofe  of  vice,  we  (hould  not  be  dif- 
heartened^  or  give  up  our  attempts  to  fave 
them,  any  more  than  we  would  the  care  of 
a  fick  friend,  but  dill  continue  to  admi- 
niftcr  the  proper  medicines  ;  fince,  whilft 
there  is  life,  there  is  hope.  How  pleafing 
fuch  conduft  is  to  God,  may  be  gathered 
from  thegreatnefs  of  the  reward  promifed 
to  fuch  endeavors :  "  Thofe  who  bring 
"many  to  righteoufnefs,  (hall  fhine  as  the 
*ftars,  for  ever  and  ever. 

"  9.  Then  faith  the  woman  of  Samaria 
"unto  him,  How  is  it  that  thou,  being  a 
"Jew,  afkeft  drink  of  me  which  am  a  wo- 
"  man  of  Samaria?  (For  the  Jews  have 
"  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans.)" 

The  furprize  of  the  woman,  that  he 
ihould  enter  into  converfation  with  her 
who  was  a  Samaritan,  much  more  a(k  a 
favor  of  her,  is  perfetlly  natural.  She  did 
not  come  there  with  the  expeftation  of 
meeting  the  Mefliah,  but  merely  for  the 
Y  purpofe 
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purpofe  of  drawing  water  at  the   public 
well ;  there  being  no  private  ones  annongft 
them,  as  with  us :  but  it  often  happens  that 
we  are  bleffed  with  the  divine   mercies, 
when   we  think  not  of  them.      God  is 
found  of  thofe  who  feek  him  not.     This 
woman  appears  to  have  poffeffed  a  good 
difpofition,  though  perverted  by  vicious 
courfes.and  to  have  been  therefore  thought 
by  our  Lord,  to  whom  the  fecrets  of  the 
heart  are   open,  a  proper  objeft  of  his 
mercy  and  regard. 

"  lo.  Jefus  anfwered,  and  faid  unto  her, 
"If  thou  kneweft  the  gift  of  God,  and 
"  who  it  is  that  faiih  to  thee.  Give  me 
"  to  drink,  thou  wouldeft  have  afked  of 
"  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  living 
"  water." 

The  holy  Spirit  is  here  called  living 
water ;  as  it  is  conftantly  flowing  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  com* 
municated,  cleanfmg  and  reviving  ihe  foul. 
Had  (he  known  that  it  was  the  Mefliah 

who 
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wing  water  at  tlie 
igno  private  onesa 
;  but  it  often  bappeBl 
with  the  divine 

not  of  them.   God] 
ivho  feek  him  not 
to  have  poflefffd  i 
igh  perverted  by « 
ive  been  thereforeifc 
>  whorothefecrwsofj 

a  proper  objed  ii 

wered,andraidoDt<>k 
I  the  gift.  o[  Gd* 
faith  to  thee,  Gi«J 
wouIdefthavealWJ 

Id  have  given  tto'i 

t  i5  here  called  «jj 

.nftantJy  doM^'l 
,hom  it  hasten  21 

^  and  reviving  J^l 
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who  fpoke  to  her, .  (he  would 
known  that  this  firft  of  bleffings, 
every  other,  was  at  his  comnn 
would  therefore  moll  probably 
cited  it  of  him. 

"  11.  The  woman  faith  unto 
"  Uhw  haft  nothing  to  draw  wit) 
"  well  is  deep ;  from  hence  then 
"that  living  water.?" 

This  poor  woman,  ftill  unde 

our  Saviour  in  a  literal  fenfe,  n 

be  furprized  ;  but  he  fpake  fig 

comparing  his  grace,  holy  fpiri 

^Joftrine  of  his  gofpel,  to  living  w 

*^«efore  having  the  ieaft  cone. 

Ims  meaning,  and  knowing  the 

wy  deep,  (he  naturally  expreflc 

to  be  informed  how  he  is  to  g 

water;  and  her  curiofity  being  ex 

IS  led  to  make  inquiries  concern 
ieli. 


Y2 
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"  12.   Art  ihou  greater  than  our  father 
"  Jacob    which    gave  us  the   well,    and 
'^  drank  thereof  himfelf,  and  his  children 
•*  and  his  cattle  ?" 

The  Samaritans  were  always  proud  to 
own  their  relationfhips  to  the  Jews,  althd' 
the  latter  treated  them  upon  all  occafionf 
with  the  greateft  contempt. 

"  13.  Jefus  anfweredjand  faid  unto  her, 
"  Whofoever  drinkeih  of  this  water,  (hall 
"  third  again ; 

"  14.  But  -whofoever  drinketh  of  the 
"  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fhall  never 
"  thirft ;  but  the  water  that  1  (hall  give  him 
"  fhall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water,  (pring- 
"  ing  up  into  everlafting  life. 

"  15.  The  woman  faith  unto  him.  Sir, 
"  give  me  this  water,  that  I  thirft  not,  nci- 
"  ther  come  hitherto  draw." 

The  woman,  who  feems  not  to  have 
given  the  fmalleft  credit  to  any  thing  our 

Saviour 
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J  greater  than  oorU 
gave  us  the  weH 
limfelf,  and  his  cliilii 
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Saviour  was  faying  to  her,  defires 
derifion,  to  give  her  that  water,  fl 
fidering  him  as  fpeaking  literal 
knowing  that  in  the  common  cc 
things  he  could  not  raife  it  from  t 
torn  of  the  well,  without  fomet] 
draw  it  with. 

"  16.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Go 
"  hu/band,  and  come  hither." 

Our  bleffed  Saviour  might  probj 
this  to  check  her   prefumption, 
bting  her  to  a  fenfe  of  the  finful 
H  that  (he  might  be  the  more  £ 
ccive  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation 
he  was  about  to  publifli  to  her. 

17.  The  woman  anfwered  at 
"l  have  no  hufband.  Jefus  fai 
"her,  Thou  haft  well  faid,  I  h 
"  hufband ; 

^  "  18.  For  thou  haft  had  five  hu 
"and  he  whom  thou  now  haft,  is 
"hulband:  in  that  faidft  thou  trul 
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Struck  with  furprize  at  the  fupematufx/ 
knowledge  here  difplayed  by  our  Savioofi 
(he  attempts  no  vindication  to  the  chatjgit 
made  againft  her :  her  confcience  beul 
tellimony  to  its  juftice  ;  and,  being  toudi* 
ed  with  remorfe,  flie  appears  not  to  wift 
to  conceal  her  offences,  but  rather  to  be 
made  fully  fenfible  of  them,  as  a  neccf- 
fary  ftep  to  that  penitence  fhe  now  firft  re- 
folved  on. 

"  19.  The  woman  faith  unto  him,  Sir, 
•*  I  perceive  that  thou  art  a  prophet.'* 

She  was  well  aware  that  no  one  without 
being  infpired,  could  difcover  the  fccret  ac* 
tions  of  his  fellow- creatures ;  and  there* 
fore,  inftead  of  denying  the  crimes  laid  to 
her  charge,  and  being  angry  at  the  pcrfon 
who  charged  her,  (he  acknowledges  then 
in  filence,  and  feems  only  anxious  to  be 
rightly  informed  in  her  duty,  that  fc€ 
might  re-trace  her  wandering  fteps. 

That  the  very  bed  of  us  are  guilty  of 
great  faults,  our  confciences,  if  permitted 

to 
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to  fpeak  the  truth,  will  bear  amp 
mony.  When,  therefore,  we  are  r 
for  them,  or  kindly  entreated  to 
our  lives,  let  us  take  pattern  1 
woman,  and  immediately  fet  aboi 
nous  fcrutiny  into  our  conduft,  be 
gious  and  moral,  with  a  fincere  d 
nation  to  reform  whatever  we  m 
amifs  in  either. 

She  now  proceeds   to   inquir 
anxiety,  concerning  her  religious  d 

"  20.  Our  fathers  worfhipped 
"  mountain ;    and  ye  fay,   that  ii 
**  falem  is  the  place  where  men  o 


It  is  no  lefs  neceflary  for  us,  if 
pre  to  the  honor  of  being  the  chi] 
God  by  adoption  and  grace,  to  e 
oor  lives  and  adions  with  his  la 
^  may  know  upon  what  foundati 
^Pe  refts,  than  it  was  for  this  wo 
Jeam  who  were  right  in  their  pub] 

""^»  the  Jews  or  the  Samaritans. 
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21.    Jefus  faith  unto  her,   Worjnaa^ 
"  believe  me,  the  hour  cometh,  when  ye 
"  ftiall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet 
**  at  Jerufalem,  worfhip  the  Father. 

"  22.  Ye  worfhip,  ye  know  not  what: 
**  we  know  what  we  worfhip  :  for  falva- 
"  lion  is  of  the  Jews." 

Our  Saviour,  in  the  above  reply,  inti^ 
mates  to  her,  that  God  was  about  to  put 
an  end  to  both  thofe  places,  and  to  abolifh 
that  form  of  worfhip  ;  as,  under  the  got 
pel  difpenfation,  thofe  fevere  ceremonies 
and  ordinances  which  formed  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  Jewifh  law,  and  which  were  in 
part  obfervcd  by  the  Samaritans,  would 
be   unneceffary.      He   further   tells   her, 
that  God  had  revealed  his  will  to  his  own 
people,  the  Jews  :  diretiing  them  to  wor* 
{hip  him  at  Jerufalem  ;  but  that  as  for  the 
Samaritans,  their  Temple,  not  having  been 
ordained  of  the  Almighty,  it  could  not  be 
fuppofed  that  their  mode  of  worfhip  was 
either  fo  pure,  or  pleafing  to  him,  as  that 
honored  by  his  own  immediate  fan6lioi). 

"  23.  But 
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s  /aith   unto  her,  Wo: 
,  the  hour  Cometh,  1 
-  in  this  mountain,  n| 
1,  worfhip  the  Faib. 
orfhip,  ye  knownoti 

hat  we  worfl 
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"  23.  But  the  hour  cometh,  j 
"  is,  when  die  true  worfliippers  ft 
" /hip  the  Father,  in  fpirit  and  i 
"for the  Father  feeketh  fuch  to 
"him. 

"24.  God  is  a  Spirit;  and  tV 
"  worfhip  him  muft  worfliip  him 
"  and  in  tmth." 

Thofe  who  depend  upon  mere  i 

ceremonies  and  appearances,    aj 

ofier  only  lip  worfhip,  will  find  the 

miferabiy  deceived  in  fuppofing  the 

oy  render  an  acceptable  fervice. 

*»%  pleafing  to  God,  muft  fc 

"«  heart,  and  conGft  in  fmcere  an 

reverence,  true  faith,  and  univer{ 
nty. 

« L  ^^"   ^^^  woman  faith  unto 
„  *JowdiatMeffias  cometh  whi?h  i 
^^Chrifl:  when  he  is  come,' he  > 
"s  all  things. 

"26.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  I  tha 
•^nto  thee,  am  he." 

Z 
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It  is  evident,  from  the  converfatior^  of 
this  woman,  that,  though  (he  had  fwerved 
fo  widely  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  htr 
education  had  been  much  attended  to^ 
and  that  (he  ftill  felt  its  influence.     She 
retained  a  true  and  folid  faith  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  Mefliah  ;   nor  does  fhe,  after 
what  flie  had  feen  of  him,  doubt  that  Jefus 
was  the  perfon,  upon  his  declaring  himfdf 
to  be  fo. 

It  is  one  great  advantage  of  a  religious 
education,  that  although  many  who  have 
been  fo  happy  as  to  receive  it  are  not 
able  to  refill  the  temptations  with  which 
they  are  furrounded,  but  fall  into  vicious 
courfes,  yet  fo  much  of  its  influence  gene- 
rally remains,  that,  upon  occafion  of  any 
remarkable  occurrence  which  reminds 
them  of  their  duty,  fuch  as  a  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  or  the  lofs  of  friends  or  fortune,  they 
are  fenfible  of  their  errors,  and  are  ready 
to  return  to  the  right  path ;  whilfl  thofe 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  have  been 
neglefted  in  this  great  article,  generally 
fall  from  one  vice  to  another,  till  they  be- 
come 
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from  the  conveifaiioij 
,  though  (he  hadfw 
the  paths  of  virtod 
)een  much  attendeij 
1  felt  its  influence. 
nd  folid  faith  in  kf 
iah  ;  nor  does  Ihe,^ 
1  of  him,  doubt  that) 
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come  obje6h  of  wretchednefs, 
themfelves  and  to  all  with  whom 
connefled. 

Would  to  God  rhat  parents  a: 
dians,  whofe  duty  calls  them  to 
care  of  youth,  would  ferioufly  i 
this!  and  take  into  the  account,  t 
negligence,  in  fo  material  an  ar 
which  not  only  the  prefent  bu 
welfare  of  their  charges  depends, 
them,  in  a  great  meafure,  accefla 
crimes  which  may  be  the  confeqi 

To  avoid  fuch  bitter  refle6li< 
cannot  be  too  anxious  to  inftil 
minds  of  their  children  and  puj 
by  precept  and  example,  early  f^ 
of  piety  to  God,  and  charity 
neighbours.  If  their  labors  are 
with  fuccefs,  how  greatly  are  the 
ed  for  all  their  care  and  anxi 
even  fhould  they  have  the  misf 
fail,  they  have  the  only  confolati 
can  be  experienced  in  fuch  a  ft 
that  they  have  nothing  to  acci 
felves  of:  they  will  be  free  fron 

Z2 
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demnation ;  which  is,  on  every  occafion, 
the  greateft  trouble  which  can  fall  on  m. 

**  27.  And  upon  this  came  his  difcipleSt 
•*  and  marvelled  that  he  talked  with  tht 
*'  woman  :  yet  no  man  faid  What  feek^Sw 
"  thou?  or  why  talked  thou  with  herP** 

Though  the  difciples  could  not  but  h»"V 
been  furprized  to  find  their  mafter  e^ 
gaged  in  converfation  with  a  woman  ^ 
Samaria,  a  thing  forbidden  by  their  Ra.  ^ 
bis,  yet  fo  ^reat  was  their  refpeft  and  r*^ 
verence  towards  him,  that  they  fupprcfli^^ 
their  curiofity,  fearing  probably  that  anj 
inquiry  on  the  fubjeft  might  feem  to  iix^ 
ply  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  Yiif 
conduft. 

*'  28.  The  woman  then  left  her  water- 
"  pot,  and  went  her  way  into  the  city,  and 
"  faith  to  the  men, 

"  29.  Come,  fee  a  man  which  told  me 
''  all  things  that  ever  I  did :  is  not  this  the 
"Chriil?" 

From 
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which  is,  on  every  occe 
xouble  which  can  y  oa; 

upon  this  came  his  ^ 
led  that  he  talked » 
et  no  man  faid  Whatfca 
rhytalkeft  thou  with  k: 

edifciples  could  not  bittk 
.•d  to  find  their  raalbfi 
verfation  with  a  wona' 
ing  forbidden  by  thfirW 
.at  was  their  refpedaB^ 
ds  him,  that  thej'M 
fearing  probably  ik» 
'fubjeft  might  feefflW* 
of   the  propriety  of  5 


.oman  then  left  kr*^ 
t  her  way  into  the  c«).'^ 

"fe^amanwhichtoM- 
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From  the  proofs  (he  now  give 
prompt  and  zealous  faith,  and  1 
eager  joy  which  (he  expreffed  in 
ing  to  fetch  her  countrymen,  we  r 
elude  that  (he  already  had  recei 
living  water,  that  pure  fpirit,  whicl 
the  foul,  and  renders  the  word  ol 
acceptable  in  the  fight  c(f  God. 
not,  however,  to  fuppofe  that  1 
niable  a  bleffing  will  be  granted 
but  upon  the  moft  fincere  repenti 
rcfolution  of  amendment. 

The  account  (he  gave  to  the  ; 
fo  full  of  wonder,  that  they  haftei 
hw  to  fee  the  perfon  whom  fhe  c< 
tobetheMeffiah. 

"  30.  Then  they  went  out  of 
"and came  unto  him. 

"  3*'  In  the  mean  while  his 
"prayed  him,  faying,  Mafter,  ea 

"32.  But  he  faid  unto  them 
"  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not  o 

"33.  Therefore  faid  the  difc 


/ 
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"  to  another.  Hath  any  man  brough 
"  aught  to  eat  ?" 

The  Saviour  of  Mankind  was  mo 
tent  upon  the  great  work  of  conv< 
finners,  than  on  that  of  fatisfying  the 
ings  of  appetite  ;  but  his  difciples  di 
underftand  him,  but  thought  he  was  i 
ing  of  natural  food.  It  was  a  len^ 
time  before  even  the  apollles  them 
comprehended  our  Saviour,  when  he 
to  them  of  fpiritual  things ;  and  h( 
quently  laments  their  ignorance,  and 
Tiefs  of  belief.  The  afliftance  of  G< 
opening  and  enlarging  our  underftai 
is  ncceffary  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
fels ;  nor  will  he  refufe  it  to  fuch  a; 
it  faithfully. 

"34.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  My  n 
**  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  fent  mt 
**  to  finifh  his  work." 

Our  blelfed  Lord,  without  any  re 
for  their  dulnefs  of  comprehenfion 

1 
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laving  companion  on  their  infirmities  and 
ignorance,  endeavors  to  imprefs  them  with 
the  idea  that  his  work  was  to  be  conftant- 
ly  teaching  the  people,  and  that  temporal 
concerns  were  never  to  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  fpiritual  ones. 

•*  35.  Say  not  ye  there  are  yet  four 

*  months  and  then  cometh  harveft  ?  be- 
hold I  fay  unto  you.  Lift  up  your  eyes 

*  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white 
■*  already  to  harveft." 

Chrift*s  harveft  was  fpiritual :  it  was  to 
gain  fouls.  What  a  plentiful  one  did  he 
reap  foon  after,  amongft  the  Samaritans ! 

"36.  And  he  that  reapeth,  receiveth 
**  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eier- 
**nal;  that  both  he  that  foweth  and  he 
"that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together." 

If  happinefs  is  what  we  feek  after,  why 
will  we  not  purfue  the  right  path  ?  Is  it 
to  be  found  in  this  world  of  forrow  and 

pain  ? 
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pain  ?  If  worldly  enjoyments  are  t 
tent  of  our  cxpeftations,  we  may  : 
find  them  ;  but  (hall,  after  all,  be 
in  the  obje£l  of  our  fearch.  The  ii 
tal  foul  is  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  w 
gratification,  but  requires  a  fpecies  0 
pinefs  more  conformable  to  its  owi 
tual  nature ;  and  this  firft  of  bled 
in  our  own  power ;  a  blefling  whi 
world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
This  confifts  in  a  confcience  void 
fence  towards  God  and  towards  ma 
which  a  fteady  performance  of*ou 
will  never  fail  to  bellow. 

"37.  And  herein  is  that  faying 
**  one  foweth,  and  another  reapeth. 

"  32.  I  fent  you  to  reap  that  w 
"  ye  beftowed  no  labor  :  othe 
**  labored,  and  ye  are  entered  int 
''  labors." 

The  inhabitants  of  Canadn  ha( 
formerly  difpoffeffed  of  their  coun 
their  wickednefs,  and  the  Almigh 
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'en  k  to  his  own  people,  the  Jews,  who 
ramc  poffeffed  of  the  fruits  of  other 
n's  labors.  In  Hke  manner,  oar  Sa- 
ur  lends  his  apoftles  to  reap  the  fruits 
I  ftill  more  glorious  harveft;  namely,  a 
ituai  one,  which  they  had  not  fowed. 
n  the  Baptift  had  prepared  the  minds 
the  people  to  receive  the  doftrine  of 
•  blefled  Lord ;  who,  alfo,  during  the 
ole  of  his  life,  employed  himfelf  in 
ingthe  good  feed  in  their  hearts,  which 
apoftles  had  the  happinefs  of  bringing 
pcrfeftion,  and  of  eftablifhing  the  Chrif- 
a  church,  which  they  left  at  their  deaths 
der  the  fuperintendance  of  fucceflbrs 
»,  after  their  example,  would  have  fa- 
ificed  their  lives  fooner  than  have  given 
I  their  faith. 

•*  39.  And  many  of  the  Samaritans  of 
that  city  believed  on  him,  for  the  fay- 
bg  of  thfe  woman,  which  teftified,  He 
told  me  all  that  ever  I  did. 
"40.  So  when  the  Samaritans  were 
come  unto  him,  they  befought  him  that 
Aa  ^*he 
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"  he   would   tarry   with  them  :    and  he 
"  abode  there  two  days. 

"41.  And  many  more  believed,  becaufe 
"  of  his  own  word ; 

"  42.  And  faid  unto  the  woman.  Now 
*'  we  believe,  not  becaufe  of  thy  faying; 
•*  for  we  have  heard  him  ourfelves,  and 
"  know  that  this  is,  indeed,  the  Chrift,tlie 
"  faviour  of  the  world." 

I  muft  not  here  omit  to  do  juftice  to 
the  humility  of  thefe  Samaritans.  Hoir 
readily  did  they  diveft  themfelves  of  the 
prejudices  which  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  Jews  muft  na- 
turally have  impreffed  them  with  !  They 
were  equally  the  defcendants  of  Abra- 
ham, and  might,  therefore,  have  ex- 
pefted  the  honor  of  having  the  Mefliah 
fpring  from  themfelves,  inftead  of  finding 
him  amongft  their  avowed  enemies  ;  but 
this  had  no  influence  on  their  faith  :  they 
joyfully  received  and  acknowledged  him, 
though  a  Jew. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour  in  the  parable  of 

the 
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Ac  good  Samaritan,  endeavors  to  over- 
come that  averfion  which  the  JeWs  bore 
to  their  neighbours,  the  Samaritans,  by 
defcribing  one  of  them  as  greatly  fu- 
perior  to  fome  of  thofe  who  fly  led  them- 
fclvcs  Gods  peculiar  people.  But  they 
iranted  the  virtues  of  charity,  humanity, 
ind  kindnefs,  which  fo  particularly  mark- 
id  the  chara6ler  defcribed  by  our  Saviour 
IS  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  that  Being 
vho  judges  the  heart  and  a6lions  of  his 
creatures.  It  was  not  the  name  of  Jew 
tmcfer  the  Old  Teflament  which  availed ; 
nor  will  that  of  Chriflian,  under  the  new, 
tvail,  without  a  conduft  correfpondent  to 
lb  high  and  exalted  an  honor. 

The  parable  I  have  jufl  alluded  to,  is 
fo  ftrikingly  beautiful,  and  contains  fo 
much  inftruftion,  that  I  cannot  pafs  it  over 
without  making  a  few  obfervations  upon 
k.  Thofe  who  faw  the  poor  fufferer,  as 
they  pafTed  by  him,  wanted  not  the  ability 
but  the  will  to  affifl  him ;  nor  was  it  inat- 
tention that  prevented  them  :  both  the 
priefl  and  the  Levite  had  the  cruel  cu- 
A  a  2  riofity 
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riofity  to  go  up  and  look  at  him  ;  whicbi 
by  raifing  the  hopes  of  the  poor  creatine^ 
added  greatly  to  the  favage  barbarity  of 
leaving  him  in  fo  wretched  a  (ituation: 
but  the  good  Samaritan,  though  the  fuf- 
ferer  was  his  avowed  enemy,  immediateijr 
afforded  him  every  affiftance  in  his  power. 
There  are  many  people  who  will  help  the 
diftreffed,   as  far   as  a   little  fupeiiluoos 
money  will  do  it ;   perhaps,  they  will  go 
further,  and  give  part  of  that  which  would 
have  conduced   to   their  own    comfort: 
and  fo  far  they  are  very  commendable: 
but  to  be  as  benevolent  as  the  great  and 
good  charafter  here  defcribed,  they  muft 
go  further,  and  even  fubmit  to  real  and 
ferious  inconveniences,  rather  than  leave 
their   fellow-creatures    in   diftrefs.      Noc 
muft  this  be  done  for  their  friends  alonei 
but  muft  be  extended  even  to  theit  enemieSt 
by  the  facrifice,  if  neceffary,  of  part  of 
thofe  comforts  which  they  had  prepared 
for  themfelves ;  and  this  not  grudgingly, 
for  "  God  loveth  a  chearful  giver."     The 
good  Samaritan  did  not  think  he  had  fill- 
filled 
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ed  his  duty,  by  the  mere  afliftance  of 
:  moment,  but  took  care  to  provide  for 
!  poor  fufferer  as  long  is  his  fituatibn 
mid  render  it  neceifary.  Stanhope 
I,  our  blefled  Saviour  is  the  good  Sa- 
ritan  indeed,  who  found  poor  human 
ure  wounded  and  bruifed,  left  more 
m  half  dead,  and  ftripped  of  all  its  va- 
ible  perfe3ions,  by  the  mercilefs  robber 
d  adverfary  of  fouls ;  and  when  neither 
^Levitical  law,  nor  the  facrifices  offered 
die  Jewi(h  prieils,  had  adminiflered  any 
t  of  comfort  or  relief,  he  came  a  ftranger 
m  his  blifsful  dwelling,  kindly  bound 
our  wounds,  poured  out  his  foul  to  the 
)th,  and  applying  the  fovereign  balfam 
his  own  blood  :  he  alfo  took  us  up  and 
noved  us  away  into  a  more  faving  dif- 
dfation,  clothed  us  with  a  robe,  and 
ought  a  perfeft  cure,  at  the  expence  of 
iny  miracles  and  mighty  fufferings  to 
nfelf,  and  left  us  a  conftant  fupply  of  fpi- 
ual  fuftenance,  which  will  continue  with 
as  long  as  the  world  exifts. 

Chriftians, 
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Chriftians,  who  poffefs  fuch  great  ad^ran- 
tages  over  the  Samaritans  in  point  of  «• 
ligious  worftiip,  would  do  well  ftriftly  to 
examine  themfelves ;  and  happy  will  thofe 
be  who  have  no  caufe  to  blufti  on  com- 
paring their  aftions  with  thofe  of  the  mer- 
ciful Samaritan  here  defcribed ! 

"  43-  Now  after  two  days,  he  departed 
"  thence,  and  went  into  Galilee  : 

"  44.  For  Jefus  himfelf  teftified,  that  a 
**  prophet  hath  no  honor  in  his  own 
"  country," 

The  want  of  refpeft  experienced  by  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  amongft  thofe  who  know- 
ing him  beft  ought  to  have  reverenced 
him  moft,  proceeded  from  pride,  which 
could  not  ad;nit  that  a  perfon  in  fo  infe- 
rior a  Ration  as  that  which  our  Saviour 
condefcended  to  fill,  could  have  a  claim 
to  attention.  This  is  noticed  in  all  the 
four  gofpels;  which  is  not  the  cafe  in 
every   particular  of  our    Saviours    life. 

Dif- 
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bo  poflefsfuch  great  1 
Samaritans  in| 
would  do  well  flrirl 
Ives;  and  happy  wiij 
>  caufe  to  blulhoDC 
ons  withthofeoftiei 
lere  defcribed! 

ter  two  days,  he  i 
•nt  into  Galilee: 
IS  himfelf  te/lified,ib| 
no  honor  in  Iffii 


rpeft  experienced  H 
mongdthokvioii^ 
•ht  to  have  reyeif 
Jed  from  pA\. 
.ataperfonin'o'l 
at  which  our  Sm 
I  could  have  a  dji 

'is  noticed  in  ^H 
.h  is  not  the  ca^i 

•'**  <    111 


f  our  Saviowi 


m 


Different  hiftorians  will  vary  in  t 
tions,  according  to  their  different 
fomewill  beflruck  more  forcibly 
circumftance,  and  fome  with  anot 
did  any  two  writers  ever  relate  n 
faft,  exaftly  in  the  fame  words  : 
is  no  contradiftion  nor  effential  c 
in  their  accounts,  it  forms  a  muct 
proofof  their  veracity,  than  if  th< 
in  every  trifling  point.  Our  ideas 
riable  as  our  features :  had  the  ev 
therefore,  all  written  exaftly  in 
terms,  it  would  have  given  reafo 
pofe  that  the  three  lafl  were  mere 
and  confequently  we  fhould  have 
prived  of  a  great  part  of  the  fa 
we  now  enjoy  in  the  concurrent  t 
of  the  four  holy  gofpels. 

Our  own  experience  will  cor 
tcflimony  of  our  Lord  containe 
1^  verfe.  How  often  does  a 
with  great  talents  flrike  our  im 
and  draw  from  us  the  applaufe  ^ 
merits,  when  the  fame  perfon, 
*«iongft  us  in  a  poor  and  lov 
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would  probably  be  negleftcd  aad  defpifed! 
So  it  was  with  our  bleffed  Saviour :  he 
was  followed  and  adored  for  his  miracles 
every  where,  except  in  his  own  country, 
where  they  did  not  choofe  to  acknowled^ 
him,  becaufe  he  was,  as  they  thought,  the 
fon  of  a  carpenter,  with  whofc  family  and 
(ituation  they  were  well  acquainted. 

The  fame  fpecies  of  pride  frequently 
prevents  our  improvement,  by  leading  us 
to  defpife  thofe  who  might  be  able  to 
teach  us.  This  (hews  a  littlenefs  of  mind 
which  we  ftiould  carefully  guard  againft; 
never  lofmg  the  means  of  improvemei^ 
though  we  muft  be  obliged  for  it  to  thofe 
whom  the  world  may  regard,  in  every 
other  refpeft,  as  our  inferiors. 

"  45.  Then  when  he  was  come  into 
"  Galilee,  the  Galileans  received  him, 
**  having  feen  all  the  things  that  he  did 
**  at  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft ;  for  they  alfo 
"  went  unto  the  feaft. 

"  46.  So  Jefus  came  again  unto  Cana 
"  of  Galilee,   where  he  made  the  water 

"  wine. 
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babiy  be  ncgle&td  and  i 
with  our  blefled  Savionrj 
ed  and  adored  forliisi 
e,  except  in  his  owd( 
did  notchoofetoacii 
fe  he  was,  as  they  thcam 
•penter,  with  whofe  Wrj 
ey  were  well  aquaioted 
e  fpecies  of  pride 
r  improvement,  by  I 
hofe  who  might  be  attj 
i'hisfliewsahtdeneijofi 
3uld  carefully  guard  J 

the  means  o(  iinprwfl 
luftbeoWigcdforitw^ 
rorld  may  regard,  in  ^ 

as  our  inferior. 

,   when  he  was  coat 
,   Gah'leans  recavfd ' 
'all  the  things  tbatkj 
atthefeaft;forti^1 

there  be  ^  *  ^ 
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"  wme.    And  there  was  a  cert 
"  man  whofe  fon  was  fick  at  Caj 

"  47.  When  he  heard  that 
"  come  out  of  Judea  into  Galile 
"unto  him,  ,and  befought  hin 
*•  would  come  down  and  heal  hi 
"  he  was  at  the  point  of  death." 

The  aftonifliing  miracle  of  ; 
being  changed  into  wine,  muft 
have  fpread  the  fame  of  its  au 
excited  a  hope  in  the  multitude 
fliould  fee  others  likewife  p 
Men  are  at  all  times  extremely  f( 
marvellous,  even  when  they  hav( 
intcreft  in  it  but  the  indulgence 
curiofity:  how  much  more  th 
they  expeft  to  derive  benefits 

After  fuch  a  proof  of  our  Loi 
natural  power,  we  cannot  wo 
^y  one  in  diftrefs  fhould 
him  for  relief.  The  fufferin 
though  he  placed  a  confidence  i 
cacy  of  our  Lord's  interference, 
to  have  thought  it  neceffary  for  t 
Bb 
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vation  of  the  child,  that  he  (hould  atteocf 
him  in  perfon.  Our  blefled  Saviour  doef 
not  immediately  anfwer  his  petition  viti 
his  ufual  kiodnefs:  from  which  we  vof 
fuppofe  his  faith  not  yet  fufficiently  cod- 
firmed ;  that  worldly  concerns  were  too 
ftrongly  imprefled  on  his  mind,  or  that 
he  prided  himfelf  too  much  on  his  rank, 
and  that  the  miracle  itfelf  would  have  loft 
half  its  value  had  his  requeft  been  granted 
immediately. 

**  48.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  him,  except 
•*  ye  fee  Cignt  and  wonders,  ye  will  not 
'*  believe. 

*'  49.  The  nobleman  faith  unto  him, 
"  Sir,  come  down,  ere  my  child  die/* 

Not  fo  intreated  the  humble  CenturioDi 
(as  may  be  feen  in  St.  Luke,  chap.  viL  • 
ver.  1.  to  10.) ;  his  faith  was  fo  firm,  that 
he  was  perfuaded  a  fingle  word  was  fuf- 
ficient  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  he 
compares  our  Lord's  power  over  nature 
to  that  which  he  himfelf  exercifed  over 

his 
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Ais  foldiers,  who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of 

militaiy  difcipline,  infiantly  executed  what^ 

ever  he  commanded  them.     How  difFe- 

rtnify  were  thefe  two  fuppliants  treated  ; 

Uie  poor  Centurion,  too  diffident  to  hope 

fi^r  fo  great  an  honor,  was  attended  by 

our  bkfled  Saviour  in  perfon;  whereas 

tlie  ii€>bleman  was  reproved  for  the.weak- 

nefi   of  his   faith,  with  encouragement 

enough^  however,  to  prevent  defpair. 

"50.   Jefus  faith  unto  him.   Go  thy 

*  way ;   thy  fon  liveth.     And  the  man 

*  believed  the  word  that  Jefus  had  fpoken 
"  unto  him,  and  he  went  his  way." 

Upon  this  comfortable  aiTurance,  the 
feith  of  the  diftreft  father  gains  fome 
fticngth ;  and  he  goes  away  in  the  belief 
tliat  the  promife  would  be  realized. 

The  favors  of  God  are  given  with  a 
bountiful  hand ;  and  when  we  atk  for 
temporal  bleffings,  if  we  do  it  in  humility 
ind  an  entire  refignation  to  his  will,  and 
tbe  requefts  are  in  themfelves  proper,  our 
Bb  2  prayers 
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prayers  are  not  only  frequently  grante4 
but  fpiritual  gifts  are  often  added  to  them 
The  Saviour  of  Mankind  did  not  let  dm 
poor  fufferer  leave  him  with   the  fingle 
bleffing  of  hope,  but  granted  him  a  beam 
of  light  to  chear  his  benighted  foul. 

"51.  And  as  he  was  now  going  down, 
**  his  fervants  met  him,  and  told  him  fay- 
"  ing,  1  hy  fon  liveth. 

"  52.  Then  inquired  he  of  them  the 
'*  hour  when  he  began  to  amend.  And 
"  they  faid  unto  him,  Yefterday,  at  the 
*'  feventh  hour,  the  fever  left  him. 

"  53.  So  the  father  knew  that  it  was  at 
"  the  fame  hour  in  the  which  Jefus  faid 
"  unto  him,  Thy  fon  liveth.  And  himfelf 
"  believed,  and  his  whole  houfe." 

This  was  fo  wonderful  an  event,  that 
the  father  of  the  reftored  child  immediately 
owned  that  the  perfon  who  was  able  to 
perform  fo  great  a  miracle,  could  be  no . 
other  than  the  Son  of  God.  What  a 
bleffing  to  himfelf  and  his  whole  family 

did 
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d  the  ficknefs  of  his  fon  prove,  as  it 
rly  brought  them  to  the  knowledge  of, 
kd  £uth  in,  our  blefled  Saviour. 

"  54.  This  is  again  the  fecond  miracle 
that  Jefus  did,  when  he  was  come  out 
of  Judea  into  Galilee." 

Nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to 
repare  the  minds  of  the  people  to  receive 
le  divine  truths  which  our  blefled  Saviour 
anc  to  teach,  than  the  performance  of 
iracles,  which  could  not  fail  to  imprefs 
le  higheft  refpeft  for  him,  and  to  oblige 
tcm,  in  fpite  of  themfelves,  to  regard 
im  as  one  fent  from  God. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  NINTH. 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  V. 

"  1.  A  FTER  this  there  was  a  feaftof 
**  -^^  the  Jews,  and  Jefus  went  up  to 
*'  Jcrufalem." 

Thofe  public  feafls  formed  a  confider* 
able  part  of  the  Jewifli  worfhip,  and  were 
obferved  with  great  folemnity.  Our  bleff- 
ed  Lord's  conftant  and  ready  obedience 
to  every  ordinance  of  his  father's  law 
delivered  by  Mofes,  ftiould  induce  us  to 
be  equally  attentive  to  his  inftitutiom ; 
particularly  to  that  moft  facred  and 
heavenly  feaft,  which  he  appointed  to  be 
obferved  by  his  difciples  in  the  room  of 

the 
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tbt  Jewifli  paffover,  and  which  the  oftener 
we  approach^  the  greater  will  be  our  relifli 
for  the  fpiritual  food  afiPorded  us  at  our 
Lord's  table. 

*'  2.  Now  there  is  at  Jerufalem,  by  the 
•*  Ihcep-market,  a  pool  which  is  called, 
"  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  Bethefda,  hav^ 
**  ing  five  porches. 

"  3.  In  thefe  lay  a  great  multitude  of 
**  impotent  folk,  of  blind,  halt,  withered, 
**  waiting  for  the  moving  of  the  water. 

"  4.  For  an  angel  went  down  at  a  cer- 
**  tain  feafon  into  the  pool,  and  troubled 
^  the  water :  whofoever  then  firft  after  the 
^troubling  of  the  water  ftepped  in,  was 
"made  whole  of  whatfoever  difeafe  he 
•'had." 

How  often  this  power  of  healing  hap- 
pened. Scripture  has  not  informed  us. 
A  learned  divine,  (Poole,  in  his  Annota- 
tions,) obferves,  that  we  are  not  to  fup- 
pofe  the  angel  appeared  in  any  vifible 
Ihape,  but  that  the  rolling  and  tumbling 

of 
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of  the  water  was  a  fure  fign  of  its  then 
and  then  only  being  medicinal :  he  alfo 
fuppofes  that  this  water  had  not  tbc 
power  of  healing,  till  a  fhort  time  before 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  and  that  it  was 
a  figure  of  his  near  approach. 

To  this  may  be  referred  the  pafTage  m 
the  prophecy  of  Zacharias,  chap.  xE 
ver.  1.:  "In  that  day  there  (hall  be  a 
**  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David, 
"  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalera,  for 
"  fm  and  for  uncleannefs." 

The  virtues  of  this  pool  certainly  bore 
a  great  refemblance  to  the  divine  efficacy 
of  our  Lord  s  gofpel,  in  that  (contrary  to 
the  nature  of  common  medicines,  which 
though  beneficial   in  one  diforder  may 
be  fatal  in  another,)  it  cured  all  manner 
of  diforders  ;    but  here   the  comparifon 
muft  flop,  as  our  blefled  Saviour  removes 
all  the  variety  of  difeafes  of  the  foul  pro- 
duced by  fm,  not  only  at  flated  periodSi 
but  at  all  times  when  we  with  true  faith 
and  humility  apply  to  him  as  our  divine 
phyfician. 

5.  And 


ce 
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"  5.  And  a  certain  man  was  there  which 
'^  had  an  infirmity  thirty  and  eight  years. 

"  6.  When  Jefus  faw  him  lie,  and  knew 
^  that  he  had  Been  now  a  long  time  in 

*  that  cafe,  he  faith  unto  him.  Wilt  thou 

*  be  made  whole  ? 

•*  7,  The  impotent  man  anfwered  him, 
**  Sir,  I  have  no  man,  when  the  water  is 
**  troubled,  to  put  me  into  the  pool : 
**  but  while  I  am  coming,  another  fteppeth 
**  down  before  me/' 

This  queftion  of  our  Lord's  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  doubt  of  the  poor  man's 
defire  to  be  made  whole ;  for  who  that  is 
fick  would  not  wifh  to  be  cured  ?  Befides, 
it  was  evident  he  came  there  with  that 
hope :  but  it  feems  to  have  been  afked,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  relating  his  de- 
plorable and  helplefs  fituation,  and  to  draw 
from  him  his  faith  and  hope  in  himfelf, 
that  fo  being  healed  in  the  very  inftant 
that  he  was  fo  pathetically  defcribing  his 
^tchednefs  (and  a  more  wretched  fitua- 
^n  cannot  be  conceived,)  he  might  feel 
Cc  the 


\ 


196     THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 


the  greater  joy.    This  method  was  alfo  the  1 
bed  calculated  to  enfure  the  attention  of  i 
the  fpe6lators  to  the  miracle  he  was  about  | 
to  perform,  and  to  imprefs  it  in  the  ftrong-  *; 
eft  manner  on  their  minds.     His  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  fufferings,  of  his  hopes,  and  of 
his  continual  difappointments,  would  of 
courfe  excite  their  pity  and  compaffioDi 
and  they  muft  have  thought  his  cafe  hopc- 
lefs ;  as  all  who  went  there  were  too  eager 
to  fecure  the  blefling  to  themfelvcs,  to 
ftand  upon  ceremony,  or  even*  to  give 
place  to  their  deareft  friend.     Having  rfius 
prepared  the  minds  of  the  fpeftators, 

•*  8.  Jefus  faith  unto  him.  Rife,  take  up 
"  thy  bed  and  walk. 

*'  g.  And  immediately  the  man  was 
"  made  whole,  and  took  up  his  bed  and 
"  walked :  and  on  the  fame  day  was  the 
"  fabbath." 

By  this  wonderful  operation  of  Ws 
power,  our  bleffed  Lord  muft  have  con- 
vinced this  poor  man  at  leaft,  and  one 

would 
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wouW  fuppofe  all  thofe  who  we 
that  the  water  and  the  angel  dei 
virtue  fixan  himfelf. 

The  Jews  pretended  to  obfen 

bath  widi  great  ftrianefs,    anc 

puniflied  any  one  who  carried 

that  day.    In  the  inftance  befoi 

Saviour  feems  determined  to  po 

them  diat  he  was  the  Lord  of  th. 

On  another  occafion  alfo  fimilar  1 

afted  diem,  if  they  would  not  ta 

or  an  afs  out  of  a  pit  on  the  fabb 

The  inference  was  too  plain  to  \ 

derftood:  for  furely  if  motives  oi 

orthe  better  ones  of  relieving  t 

creation  from  fufferings,  would  ji 

laboring  on  the  fabbath,  how  mu 

»e  deliverance  of  a  fellow-creatu 

^  queRion  they  were  filent,  as  th 

not  deny  the  fuperiority  of  the 

chanty,  humanity  and  benevolenc 

obfervance  of  ceremonious  rites, 

fjcred.    When  we  fee  our  blefl 

thus  condefcending  to  explain  the 
ofhBcondua,lhoulditnotteacl 
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it  is  not  enough  merely  that  we  aft 
but  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  focicty,  to 
endeavor  to  point  out  the  reafons  of  our 
aftions  to  thofe  who  may  judge  differently 
from  them. 

What  joy  could  be  fuperior  to  that  rf 
this  poor  man,  who  from  the  loweft  ftatc  ' 
of  hopelefs  mifery  was  in  a  moment  re- 
ftored  to  perfeft  health !  This  is  a  happi- 
nefs  we  can  all  better  conceive  than  ex- 
prefs. 

Thofe  who  experience  great  affliftionSi 
and  fear  there  is  no  deliverance  for  them, 
becaufe  it  does  not  attend  their  immediate 
call,  need  not  go  thus  far  back  for  inftances 
of  divine  mercy  ;  as  in  the  courfe  of  their 
lives  they  muft  have  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  obferving  the  exercife  of  it,  both 
in  regard  to  themfelves  and  others,  though 
not  perhaps  in  circumftances  exaftly  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  of  this  poor  man.     The  mer- 
cies of  the  Almighty  are  as  infinite  as  his 
power.  Let  not  man  then  prefume  to  mif- 
truft  that  glorious  attribute  upon  which 
alone  all  his  hopes  of  happinefs  are  built! 

"  lo.   The 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.         199 

**  10.  The  Jews  therefore  faid  unto  him 
^  that  was  cured.  It  is  the  fabbath-day  :  it 
**  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  carry  thy  bed. 

"11.  He  anfwered  them,  He  that  made 
•*  me  whole,  the  fame  faid  unto  me.  Take 
*•  up  thy  bed  and  walk. 

"  12.  Then  afked  they  him,  What  man 
**  is  that  which  faid  unto  thee,  take  up  thy 
^  bed  and  walk  ? 

*'  13.  And  he  that  was  healed  wift  not 
*  who  it  was  :  for  Jefus  had  conveyed 
"himfclf  away  ;  a  multitude  being  in  that 
"place.'' 

When  the  Jews  told  the  man  the  unlaw- 
folnels  of  the  aft  of  carrying  his  bed,  and 
were  inquifitive  to  know  the  perfon  who 
gave  him  fuch  an  unjuftifiable  liberty,  as 
they  termed  it,  the  man  returned  a  very 
ftrikuig  anfwer,  and  fuch  as  would  at  once 
have  filenced  their  murmurs,  had  not  their 
minds  been  over-clouded  with  error  and 
darknefs :  had  it  not  been  for  their  obfti-r 
nacy  and  perverfenefs  they  muft,  in  the 
author  of  fuch  a  miracle,  have  perceived 

an<l 
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and  acknowledged  their  expefted  McflBab, 
and  have  worftiipped,  inflead  of  reproadi- 
ing  and  perfecuting  him. 

"  14.    Afterward  Jefus  findeth  him  «^ 
"  the  Temple,  and  faid  unto  him,  Beho» 
"  thou  art  made  whole  :  fin  no  more,  left* 
"  worfe  thing  come  unto  thee." 

That  the  Almighty  does  frequently  fe*>d 
down  his  judgments  on  offending  mortal^ 
in  the  form  of  ficknefs,  the  lofs  of  wealA 
of  ftation,  or  the  ftill  greater  trial  in  the 
deprivation  of  friends  or  children,  we  learn 
from  authors  both  facred   and  profane. 
Sometimes  indeed   they    feem    intended 
merely  to  perfeft  us  in  the  virtues  of  pa- 
tience and  refignation ;  at  others,  for  the 
gracious  purpofe  of  withdrawing  us  from 
the  paths  of  vice,  by  calling  us  to  reflec- 
tion.    In  the  firft  book  of  Kings  (chap, 
xvii.  verfe   18.),   we  find  the  hofpitable 
widow  who  received  the  prophet  Elijah, 
addrefling  herfelf  to  him  in  thefe  words : 
"  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  O  thou 


*^  man 
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f  *  man  of  God  ?  Art  thou  come  unto  me 
*  to  call  my  fins  to  remembrance,  and  to 
''flaymyfon?" 

Thus  the  Almighty  dealt  with  David ; 
iiAo,  by  humbling  himfelf  before  the  Lord 
and  traly  and  fincerely  repenting  him  of 
his  fiins,  received  a  gracious  pardon,  and 
Was  reftored  to  the  favor  of  his  God. 
Neither  was  the  forrow  he  expreffed  for 
the  ficknefs  of  the  child,  and  his  apprehen- 
fion  for  its  life,  difpleafing  to  God.  We 
arc  not  commanded  to  overcome  our  feel- 
ings, but  only  to  keep  them  within  the 
bounds  of  reafon. 

It  might  have  been  expefted  from  the 
cxceffive  love  which  David  bore  his  child, 
dmt  he  never  would  have  taken  comfort, 
nor  been  able  to  fiirvive  it ;  and  this  is  a 
feeling  which  we  are  too  apt  to  indulge  up- 
on fo  melancholy  an  occafion  ;  not  con- 
fidering  that  the  hand  which  fmote,  both 
can  and  will,  if  we  receive  the  judgment 
as  we  ought,  fupport  us  under  our  fuf- 
ferings,  and  in  time  heal  our  wounded 
minds. 

''  15.  The 
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"  15.  The  man  departed,  and  told  the 
"  Jews,  that  it  was  Jefus  which  had  made 
"  him  whole. 

"  16.  And  therefore  did  the  Jews  per- 
'*  fecute  Jefus,  and  fought  to  flay  hiin,bfr 
"  caufe  he  had  done  thefe  things  on  tbe 
«  fabbath-day." 

The  feventh  day  God  refted  from  his 
work  of  creation,  which  he  therefore 
fet  apart  and  ordained  to  be  kept  holy 
throughout  all  future  times.  We  are  not 
to  fuppofe,  from  this  expreffion,  that  God 
is  fubjeft  to  fuch  frailties  as  are  attendant 
upon  us ;  that  he  could  not  be  wearied,  or 
that  he  required  a  length  of  time  to  per- 
form the  work  of  creation  in :  he  could 
have  produced  the  whole  by  a  (ingle 
word,  in  like  manner  as  he  is  fo  beautifully 
defcribed  creating  light :  "  Let  there  be 
"  light,  and  there  was  light."  Thefe  and 
fimilar  expreffions  wHich  we  meet  with  in 
fcripture,  as  that  "  God  was  angry  ;"  that 
"  he  repented,"  &c.  are  only  employed  to 
fuit  our  confined  capacities  :  how  could 

human 
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lan  ideas  reach  the  infcrutable  ways  6f 
ofioiie  and  fpiritual  being, 
'hejdvantages  of  the  inftitution  of  the 
ath»  both  in  a  rehgious  and  temporal 
,  arc  too  evident  to  require  much  dif^ 
on ;  I  (hall  therefore  only  briefly 
h  on  them.  So  prone  are  mankind 
>rget  the  benefits  they  receive,  and  to 
T  theirJirorldly  interefts  to  fwallow  up 
y  oiher.confideratiop,  that,  I  am  per- 
ed,*  it  is  to  this  inftitution,  (which  by 
iifpenfion  of  their  daily  occupations. 
Is  the  thoughts  of  men  to  fublime 
itations)  we  are  indebted  for  the  little 
;ian  which  remains  in  the  world :  this 
being  fet  apart  for  the  exprefs  pur- 

of  worfhip,  and  proper  places  ap- 
»riated  for  the  performance  of  it  in 
y  civilized  country,  as  well  as  per- 

appointed  to  inftruft  and  aflift  us 
he  manner  of  it,  it  is  impoflible  it 
lid  be  overlooked.  Its  advantages, 
a  temporal  hght,  are  numerous  : 
»ngft  others,  it  gives  a  refpite  to  the 
>rs  of  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  pro- 
D  d  vide 
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vide  for  themfelves  and  families  by  didr 
own  exertionSy  without  which  it  would  bt 
ia  idelf  impoffible  for  them  to  oomime 
their  necefikry  labors ;  k  is  a  day  in  wUth 
they  )iave  not  only  the  advantage  of  bcog 
iiil^iifled  in  thofe  poims  which  diftingnifc 
thefn  from  the  mferior  creatiom^  ba  k 
wbkh  they  have  the  opportunity  of  «§► 
joying  the  chearfbl  and  innocent  fackl^ 
of  theit  families ;  wiiic^  conftaflot  labff 
and  Gonfequent  fatigue,  on  other  dap, 
feafcely  render  poflible.  And  Inte  I 
tannot  help  callii^  your  attention  Mlbe 
wbnderfuF  goodnefs  of  our  God !  nd» 
mdkes  OUT  duty  and  true  inicnrefl  inSBfUf 
Fable :  this  is  evident  in  all  the  CommaDA- 
ments,  and  in  every  ordinance  and  prafah 
b^itionof  our  religion;  but  in  none  more'fo^ 
than  in  that  we  are  now  confidering. 

To  a  ft  rift  obfervance  of  the  fabbttK 
we  are  called  by  every  thing  -we  hoU 
binding: — it  is  our  duty  to  God,  tooin^ 
felves,  and  to  mankind  in  general.  Let 
us  not,  however,  raiftake  the  mode  d 
honoring  it,  and  fuppofe,  as  fomedo^tfatt 

it 
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:  if  to  be  pafled  in  i«elaiH:kQly»  glocw»i* 
^oriQiol  indolence;  or^  Ufce  the Jewi| 
Mt  it  tPM  to  be  fpem  m  mere  ceremonial 
iftrvwicet,  and  that  even  the  great  du^ 
%  of  charity^  mercy,  and  humanity, 
ere  not  to  be  pradifed  on  that  day: 
tr  God  would  never  give  a  precept  fo 
mtnxy  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  reveal- 
l  will }  ib  hx  from  it,  that  he,  upon  all 
xtAtmSi  commands  us  to  let  mercy  take 
ice  of  facrifice. 

Let  it  not  be  underftood  from  this, 
H  I  would  encourage  a  carelefs  mode 
!  obfisrving  the  fabbath :  this  is,  by  no 
etns,  my  intention :  on  the  contrary, 
di&pprove  of  the  light  in  which  it  is 
^nfidered  by  many  people  rather  as  a 
qr  of  feftivity,  than  as  a  holy-day  en-r 
!tly  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  our 
reator,  and  to  the  improvement  of  our 
inds  in  the  knowledge  of  his  will ;  and, 
lely,  we  ought  not  to  grudge  fuch  a 
!)rtion  of  our  time  to  him  from  whom 
c  derive  every  blefling  we  poffefs,  even 
ad  we  no  intereft  in  it  ourfelves ;  how 
Dd  2  much 
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much  more,  then,  when  it  has  for  its  ob- 
jeft  our  prefent  and  future  welfare ! 

How,  indeed,  can  a  truly-pious  Qiril^ 
tian  pafs  the  day  with  more  delight,  than 
in  the  manner  which  he  knows  will  ren- 
der him  acceptable  to  the  Almighty  for 
the  fake  of  his  Saviour;  with  what  regret 
muft  he  refleft  on  thofe  which  he  has  paft  . 
improperly,  or  carelefsly,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  bufmefs  or  pleafure ;  for  many 
there  are  who  contend,  that  when  the  duty 
of  the  day  is  over,  any  innocent  amufe- 
ments  or  recreations  are  allowable :  this  s 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  dangerous  do6biiie; 
becaufe  I  conceive  the  duty  of  the  day 
ends  but  with  the  day.    Hear  what  Ifaiah, 
under  the  influence  of  infpiration,  feys 
on  this  fubjeft,  (chap.  Iviii.  ver.  13.  14.) 
"  If  thou  turn  thy  foot  from  the  fabbath, 
"  from  doing  thy  pleafure  on  my  holy 
"  day>  and  call  the  fabbath  a  delight,  the 
"  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable,  and  Ihalt 
"  honor  him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways, 
"  nor  finding  thy  own  pleafure,  nor  fpeak- 
'*  ing  thine  own  words,  then  fhalt  thou  dc- 

•*  light 
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1i^  thyfelf  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will 

•  caufe  dice  to  ride  upon  the  high  places 

*  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the 
'heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father;  for  the 

'^  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it." 
The  Almighty  himfelf,  alfo  fpeaking  in 
his  own  perfon,  fays :  "  Remember  the 
"  labbath-day  to  keep  it  holy." 

He  does  not  fpecify  one  part  of  it  more 
than  another;  nor  has  he  made  any  differ- 
ence between  the  length  of  that  and  the 
other  fix  days.  The  laborer  is  expefted 
to  work  a  certain  portion  of  time  allotted; 
Hid  though  he  fhould  be  ever  fo  induf- 
tnoQS  in  the  morning,  that  does  not  excufe 
him  for  the  reft  of  the  day :  are  we  not, 
then,  aftiamed  to  refufe  that  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  our  God,  which  we  re- 
quire from  our  fellow-creatures  ?  Befides, 
amufements  which  are  very  innocent  at 
one  time,  become  the  reverfe  at  another ; 
for  whatever  good  impreflions  the  mind 
may  have  received  in  the  former  part  of 
the  day,  are  very  apt  to  be  effaced  by 
thofe  innocent  amufements   as  they  are 

termed, 
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termed,  the  attention  taken  off  from  eray 
thing  ferious,  and  the  good  feed  which  hu 
been  Town  prevented  from  taking  rook  in 
our  hearts.  Amongft  the  number  of  thoTe 
who  become  vidims  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  the  great  majority  will  acknoi^ 
ledge,  that  the  negleft  of  the  Lord's*diqf 
was  the  (irft  and  principal  caufe  of  their 
wretched  and  untimely  end.  A  iabbath- 
breaker  is,  at  all  times,  in  danger  of  being 
overcome  by  temptation,  and  of  falliif 
into  the  greateft  vices ;  and  though  they 
are  not  always  fuch  as  may  render  them 
punifhable  by  human  laws,  yet  they  may 
be  equally  pernicious  to  fociety  and  oSoh 
five  to  the  Deity. 

"  17.  But  Jefus  anfwered  them.  My 
*'  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work. 

*'  18.  Therefore  the  Jews  fought  the 
"  more  to  kill  him,  becaufe  he  not  only 
«  had  broken  the  fabbath,  but  faid  alfo 
"  that  God  was  his  father,  making  himfelf 
"  equal  with  God." 

The 
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he  attention  taken  off  Iraifl 
ous,  and  the  good  feed  vJiiiij 
1  prevented  from  taking  i 
.  Amongft  the  numberofiii 
ne  vidims  to  the  laws  o/i 
he  great  majon'ty  will  i 
:  the  negleft  of  the  J 
[I  and  principal 
nd  untimely  end.   Ai 
it  aJi  times,  in  dan, 
y  temptation,  and  oft 
atcft  vices;  and  thoa^i 
lys  fuch  35  may  raider  J 
y  human  laws,  yet  diff« 
smicioustofocictyaoifl' 

city. 


caufe  of  li 


Jefas  infweied  tlm^l 
teth  hitherto,  and  M 
efore  the  Jews  h^i^ 

thefahbath,butfjij 
:  his  father.  mM^f 
od." 

1>I 
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The  Jews  plainly  underftoo 
Loiddid  not  call  God  his  fai 
fame  lenfe  that  they  did,  bu 
vpoa  this  occafion,  meant  to  pc 
out  as  the  true  and  only  Son 
bebgtmcwith  him,  and  afcribii 
felf  aUb  a  co-operation  with  C 
his -works.  Upon  this  ground, 
Acy  fought  to  put  him  to  d< 
hlaQ:them0r. 

"19.  Then  anfwered  Jefiis, 

"  unto  them.  Verily,  verily,  I 

"yon,  the  Son  can  do  nothin 

I'sHC  .but  what   he   feeth    tl: 

"do;  for  what  things  foever 

"  Aefe  alfo  doeth  the  Son  likew 

^  "40.  For  the  Father  loveth 

^'•Bd  fhoweth  him  all  things  the 

yoeih;  and  he  will  (hew  hit 

"works  than  thefe,  that  ye  may 

The  Jews,  who  were  confts 
witneffcsof  our  bleffed  Saviour's 
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could  not  have  miilaken  him,  had  L  ^ 
made  ufe  of  their  unprejudiced  reafioo; 
but,  inftead  of  this,  it  was  with  the  utnioff 
reluftance  they  could  be  brought  to  m;- 
knowledge  them  :  forced,  however,  to  do 
fo,  they  were  always  ready  to  impute  them 
to  other  caufes ;   and  their   marvelling, 
which  they  could  not  avoid,  fo  far  from 
producing  its  proper  effeft,  fervcd  only 
as  a  ftumbling-block  to  them,  by  depriv- 
ing them  of  their  only  cloak  for  their 
unbelief. 

"21.  For  as  the  Father  raifeth  up  the 
"  dead,  and  quickeneth  them ;  even  fo  the 
"  Son  quickeneth  whom  he  will.** 

The  prophets,  whofe  afts  are  reconkd 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  fometimes  raifed 
the  dead,  as  well  as  healed  the  fick ;  but 
they  were  only  the  inftruments  which  the 
Almighty  made  ufe  of:  whereas  our  bleff- 
ed  Saviour  did  thefe  mighty  works  by  his 
own  power  and  authority. 

''  22.  For 
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'e  miHaken  him,  U\ 
leir  unprejudiced  loi 
his,  it  was  with  theiffl 
could  be  brought  tti 
1 :  forced,  however,  j 
\rays  ready  to  impnttfl 
J ;  and  their  manes 
lid  not  avoid,  fofert 
proper  effefi,  femd 
olock  to  them,  byd? 
leir  only  cloak  fori 


the  Father  raifeilif 
:keneththcra;cvflifc« 
h  whom  he  will' 

whofeaasareitfj 

[as  healed  the  fii; 
feof:  whereas  o«r»» 
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"22.  For  the  Father  judgeih  i 
"  but  hath  committed  all  judginc 
"the  Son: 

"23.  That  all  men  fhould  he 
"  Son,  even  as  they  honor  the 
"  He  that  honoreth  not  the  Son,  h. 
"  not  the  Father  which  hath  fent  \ 

One  would  think   that  the  fo 
verfes  muft  ftrike  even  the  mofl 
and  unthinking,  with  the  utrnoft  ; 
fpeft,  and  reverence,  for  Jefus  Chi 

How  wonderfully  good  and  ^ 
was  God  the  Father,  in  appointing 
be  our  Judge !  He  that  felt  all  ou 
neffcs  and  infirmities,  and  who  lai 
hb  life  for  our  fakes,  will  makt 
allowance  which  the  circumftances 
cafe  will  admit;  but  will  at  the  far 
cxpofe  the  hypocrites  who  only  ou 
^  the  law  of  God,  making  it 
to  impofe  upon  their  fellow-creatu 

The  firft  principle  of  all  our 
fcould  be  a  defire  to  pleafe  Gc 
^Wdiout  fuch  motive,  be  the  afti, 
Ee 


/ 
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fo  good  in  itfeify  we  cannot  expe£l  to  reap   i 
any  benefit  from  it,  but  what  the  worM  1 
can  beftow :  and  when  we  confider  how   t 
tranfitory  are  all  its  enjoyments,  we  Oiall 
find  we  have  made  a  bad  bargain* 

"  24.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  he 
"  that  heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  on 
"  him  that  fent  me,  hath  everiafting  life, 
"  and  {hall  not  come  into  condemnadon ; 
"  but  is  pafled  from  death  unto  life. 

''  25.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  die 
"  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the 
**  dead  fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
"  God :  and  they  that  hear  (hall  live.** 

Many  divines  think,  that  our  Saviour, 
by  this  firft  refurreftion,  meant  thofe  who 
heard  his  voice,  and  joyfully  accepted  his 
gofpel,  with  a  firm  refolution  to  love, 
honor,  and  obey  him.  Before  their'con- 
verfion,  they  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and 
fin;  but  no  fooner  did  they  hear  his 
voice,  than  they  became  his  difciples: 
this  was  a  refurredion  from  the  death  of 

fin 
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fin  to  a  life  of  grace  here,  which  would 
pTq>are  them  for  a  life  of  glory  hereafter. 

^fl&  For  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  him- 
"  felfi  (b  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have 
''lifeinhimfelf; 

''  27.  And  hath  given  him  authority  to 
**  execute  judgment  alfo,  becaufe  he  i$ 
•'thcfonofman,'' 

He  had  power  to  give,  or  to  take  life : 
tthcrcnt  power  in  himfelf ;  which  no  cre- 
sted being  was  ever  fo  abfurd  as  to  pre- 
tend to. 

"  28.  Marvel  not  at  this  ;  for  the  hour 
"is coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in 
"the  grave  ftiall  hear  his  voice,  and  fhall 
"come  forth; 

*  29.  They  that  have  done  good,  unto 
**  tke  refurreftion  of  life  ;  and  they  that 
"have  done  evil,  unto  the  refurreftion  of 
mation." 

Ee2  We 
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We  are  not  to  fuppofe,  from  this  f 
fage,  that  our  beft  performances  would 
able  to  procure  us  the  kingdom  of  H 
veri :  this  is  a  privilege  which  became  fi 
feited  at  the  fall,  and  which  is  reftored 
us  folely  through  the  merits,  and  for  t 
fake  of  our  bleffed  Saviour :  a  privile 
which  we  fhall  again  Ipfe,  except  we  ob 
his  commands. 

This  mod  awful  fubje61  of  the  laft  A 
is  more  fully  treated  of  in  the  twenty-nl 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  from  the  thir 
firfl:  verfe  ;  there  our  bleffed  Lord  < 
fcribes  the  human  race  as  divided  into  t 
feperate  multitudes,  according  as  tl 
had  done  good  or  evil ;  the  one  he  pla 
on  his  right  hand,  the  other  on  his  U 
To  the  former  he  fays  :  "  Come,  ye  bb 
"  ed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingd^ 
"  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundat: 
"  of  the  world.  For  I  was  an  hungr 
"  and  ye  gave  me  meat :  I  was  thiri 
"  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I  was  a  (Irang 
*'  and  ye  took  mc  in ;  naked,  and  ye  c 

"th 
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to  fuppofe,  from  tliii 
>efl  performanceswil 
?  us  the  kingdom  flfl 
)Ii^'ill•f;f  which  beais. 
I,  anfl  which  is  rdloi: 
tK  the  nierits,  and  fa 
;fled  Saviour:  a pi5i 
again  \ok,  cxceptKi 

.'fulfubjcctoftheM^ 
cateclofintiicwoiff' 
Jaitlu'V,  fromtlif* 
•re  our  bleffed  Id' 
m  race  as  divided  iiW; 
tides,  according  as  c 
,r  evil;  the  one  iief^ 
,d,  the  other  odIb^ 
e  kys  :"Co'^>r 
er,  inherit  the  iij' 

,ou  from  tk(^ 
for  I  was  an '■"J 

le  meat. 

•  drink;  I^'a^'-fl 
:.n;  naked, an^r 
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"  thed  me :  I  was  fick,  and  ye  vif 

"  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  u 

Let  us  confider,  of  whom  were  it 

titudesto  confift?  Our  Saviour 

"  Of  all  nations :"    they    rnuft 

be  of  all  ranks  and  ftations ;  hi 

low,  rich,  and  many  that  have 

bread  to  eat.    From  whence,  the 

they  feed  the  hungry,    cloihe  th 

&c.?  By  having  the  heart  and  di 

to  do  it,  and  by  feeling  the  v/ch 

they  could  not  relieve  in  the  man 

wilhed.    God,  who  knows  the  hi 

cepts  the  will,  though  we  may  i 

the  power  of  carr\'ing  it  into  aftic 

The  widows  mite   was  more 

able  than  the  large  contribution 

wealthy.    There  are  very  fcw%  i 

any,  fituations  in  life,  where  a  cl 

difpofition  may  not  be,  in  fome 

other,  of  ufe  and  comfort  to  our  i 

fellow-creatures.     The  poor  are 

to  think,  that  they  have  nothing  tc 

charity ;  generally  fuppofmg  thi 

five  virtue  confined  folely  to  alrr 
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which,  however  meritorious  in  itfelf,  isd 
incumbent  on  thofe  whom  God  has  hle&d 
vrith  the  power,  is  only  a  twig  of  that  iox- 
uriant  tree.  St.  Paul  has  fo  beautifully 
and  fo  fully  explained  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  charity,"  that  all  who  will 
read  with  attention  the  thirteenth  chap 
ter  of  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corin- 
thians, will  find  themfelves  included  in 
the  duties  of  it.  Whether  high,  or  low, 
rich,  or  poor,  every  fituation  equally  r^ 
quires  the  attainment  of  thofe  divine 
virtues. 

The  reply  of  the  righteous,  in  the  fub- 
fequent  verfes,  is  well  worthy  of  attentioQi 
not  only  as  it  abounds  with  true  humility, 
but  fhews  that  an  upright  and  ingenuous 
fpirit  will  not  arrogate  to  itfelf  undeferved 
merit :  **  Lord,  when  faw  we  thee  an  hun- 
"  gred,  and  fed  thee  ?  or  thirfty,  and  gaN'C 
"  thee  drink  ?  When  faw  we  thee  a 
"  ftrangcr,  and  took  thee  in  ?  or  naked, 
''  and  clothed  thee  ?  Or  when  faw  wc 
"  thee  fick  and  in  prifon,  and  came  unto 
"thee?" 

Their 
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/er  meritorious  in  nJcl 
tho(e  whom  God  his  li 
T,  is  only  a  twigofib 
St.  Paul  has  fo  ixuai 
explained  the  bmk 
rharity,"  that  all  idc 
;ntion  the  thirteentlii: 
rft  Epiftle  to  the  t 
nd  themfeives  inclnifc 
it.  Whether  high,  (f 
every  fituation  op' 
ainment  of  thofe 
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Their  Judge,  with  that  kind 
benignity  which  might  be  expe£ 
him  who  had  laid  down  his  life  t< 
them,  anfwers:  "  Verily,  I  fay  v 
"  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
"  of  die  leaft  of  thefe  my  bret 
"  have  done  it  unto  me." 

Many  good  people  have  diftrefl 

felves  when  they  have  confiderex 

tory  of  thofe  bleffed  Martyrs,  wh 

rioully  overcame  the  fevereft  i 

for  the  honor  of  their  Lord  and 

lajing  down  their  lives  for  his  fal 

have  alarmed  themfeives  with  aj 

fionsthat  their  own  conduft  on  fo 

occafion,  would  have  been  very 

*nd  that  they  would  not  have  a< 

raat  fortitude  and   perfeveranc 

they  fo  much  admire  in  the  Marti 

fitch  humble  and  well-meaning,' 

ttmid  Chriftians,  how  comfortabl 

Pt^fpea  here  held  out !    Can  th. 

this,  doubt  that  their  faithful  er 

though  imperfea,  will  be  acce 

that  if  they  ftrive  to  do  their  dut 
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ftate  of  life  to  which  the  Almighty 
called  them,  they  have  no  reafon  to  als 
themfelves,  but  may  reft  affured  that  tl 
pious  wifties  would  ha\'e  been  accepti 
and  that  they  would  have  been  enabl 
by  the  grace  of  God,  to  fulfil  any  ot 
duties  he  had  thought  proper  to  lay 
them  ? 

The  remainder  of  the  chapter  wh 
contaias  the  denunciation  of  the  wratl: 
their  Judge  againft  thofe  on  his  left  ha 
or  the  wicked,  is  exaftly  the  reverie 
what  I  have  juft  related :  it  leads  us 
meditate  upon  the  wretchednefs  of  th 
who  may  bring  themfelves  to  fo  dread 
a  ftate,  that  even  the  infinite  mercy 
their  Judge  cannot  confiftently  with 
juftice,  fave  them  from  that  puniflim 
which  they  have  wilfully  drawn  on  the 
felves.  May  the  God  of  Mercy  impi 
thefe  confiderations  fo  deeply  on  tl 
hearts,  that  it  may  deter  them  from 
afts  of  impiety,  and  induce  them  t( 
fteady  pcrfeverance  in  the  great  duties 
religion,  that,  when  that  great  and  a\v 
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day  (hall  come,  they  may  .be  found 
amongft  the  number  of  thofe  on  the  right 
hand  of  their  blefled  Saviour,  and  be  ad- 
mitted to  his  glorious  kingdom ! 


"30.  lean  of  mineownfelf  do  nothing: 
as  I  hear,  I  judge :  and  my  judgment  is 
jull ;  becaufe  I  feek  not  mine  own  will, 
but  the  will  of  the  Father  which  hath 
rent  me.*" 


With  what  humility  does  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  declare  his  commiflion!  For 
diough  he  undertook  it  voluntarily ;  tho' 
fcc  was  one  with  the  Father,  and  might 
We  claimed  the  honor  due  to  fuch  glo- 
nous  aftions,  he  declines  it  for  the  pre- 
'^t:  his  hour  was  not  yet  arrived  when 
he  Ihould  receive  all  power,  honor  and 
adoration  from  men  and  angels ! 


it 


31.  If  I  bear  witnefs  of  myfelf,  my 
^'itnefs  is  not  true. 
"  32.    There  is  another  that  beareth 
F  f  ''  witnefs 
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"  witncfs  of  me ;  and  I  know  that  the  ^ 
"  nefs  which  he  witnefleth  of  me,  is  tr«ic» 

Our  Saviour  here  argues,  that  had  ^ 
poffefled  no  other  claim  to  their  faitti 
him,  than  his  own  mere  declaration,  tli 
.might  have  been  juftified  in  doubCJ 
him ;  but  he  had  another  witnefs,  whm^ 
truth  could  not  be  doubted;  nam^ 
God  tlic  Father ;  who  gave  teftimony^ 
him  at  his  baptifm,  at  his  transfigurati ' 
and  by  his  miracles. 

*'  33-  Ye  fent  unto  John,  and  he  \^ 
"  witnefs  unto  the  truth. 

"  34.  But  I  receive  not  teftimony  fir'^ 
''  man  :  but  thefe  things   I   fay,  that 
"  might  be  faved. 

"  35.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  fhin^ 
'*  light :  and  ye  were  willing  for  a  fea^ 
••'  to  rejoice  in  his  light." 

Our  Lord  goes  on  to  put  them  in  mt-3 
of  the  teftimony  of  John^;  whom  they  h  - 

receir* 
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received  at  firft  favorably,  and  who,  upon 
their  inquiring  concerning  him,  had  ex- 
prefsly  pointed  him  out  as  the  long-ex- 
pefied  Mefliah  that  {hould  come  into  the 
worid;  but  declares  that,  although  in 
compaffion  to  their  infirmities  and  with 
the  hope  of  bringing  them  to  falvation 
he  appealed  to  human  evidence,  his  tefti- 
mony  was  of  a  much  higher  nature. 

"  36.  But  I  have  greater  witnefs  than 
"  that  of  John :  for  the  works  which  the 
^  Father  hath  given  me  to  finifh,  the  fame 
"vorks  that  I  do,  bear  witnefs  of  me, 
"  that  the  Father  hath  fcnt  me. 

"37.  And  the  Father  himfelf,  which 
**  hath  fent  me,  hath  borne  witnefs  of  me. 
"  Ye  have  neither  heard  his  voice  at  any 

^c,  nor  feen  his  (hape. 

"38.  And  ye  have  not  his  word  abide- 
**  ing  in  you :  for  whom  he  hath  fent, 
**  him  ye  believe  not." 

Befides  the  teftimony  given  of  him  by 

^he  Father,  in  the  inftances  before-men- 

F  f  2  tioned, 
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tioned,  the  miraculous  works  which  h 
did,  loudly  proclaimed  his  truth ;  and  nc 
thing  lefs  than  the  pride  and  obftinacy  c 
the  Jews,  could  have  withheld  their  affer 
from  fuch  evident  proofs.  The  wori 
given  him  by  the  Father  to  finifh,  were  t 
publifh  the  gofpel  of  peace  and  good-wil 
toward3  men,  and  to  beat  down  the  par 
tition-wall ;  that  the  Gentiles,  as  well  a 
the  Jews,  might  be  admitted  into  the  Ca 
tholic  or  Univerfal  Church, 

When  God  appeared  upon  mount  Smai 
the  children  of  Ifrael  were  terrified :  "Ant 
"  they  faid  unto  Mofes,  Speak  thou  witl 
*'  us,  and  we  will  hear  ;  but  let- not  Go^ 
*'  fpeak  with  us,  left  we  die."— (Exoditf 
chap.  XX.  ver.  19.)  The  Jews  had  not  th< 
fame  excufe  to  plead,  refpefting  our  Sa 
viour  :  fo  far  were  they  from  fearing  him 
that,  blinded  by  prejudice,  they  not  onl] 
denied,  in  oppofition  to  the  clcareft  evi 
dence,  that  he  was  the  Mefliah  whom  th 
prophets  foretold  fhould  come  into  th 
world,  but  frequently  derided  him  and  hi 
prctenfions  :  they  neither  faw  God,  no 

heap 
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culous  works  viiii! 
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It  proofs.    The 
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he  Gentiles,  asK 
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heard  his  voice,  though  he  dwel 
them ;  for  had  they  known  I 
would  have  known  the  Father  a 

"  S9'  Search  the  Scriptures 
•'  diera  ye  think  ye  have  eternal 
"  they  are  they  which  teflify  of  n 

What  an  unanfwerable  referen 
believers!  The  Scriptures  were 
guides  that  the  Jews  had  to  poini 
Meffiah;  and  they  plainly  pro\ 
Chrift  fo  be  the  perfon :  there  w 
parts,  however,  which  did  not  i 
tafte;  fuch  as  thofe  .in  the  fifty-th: 
ter  of  Ifaiah,  where  he  is  defc 
a  man  of  forrow  and  acquain 
^' grief  f  as  '••  defpifed  and  rej 
"  men."  Thefe,  and  fimilar  paflag 
were  truly  charaaeriftic  of  our 
Jhey  chofe  to  overlook;  attendin 
juchpartsas,by  the  falfe  conftri 
fpintual  glory  into  temporal  po 
Wle.  flattered  their  vanity;  and  ^^ 
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lowly  fituarion  of  our  Lord  by  no 
fulfilled. 

One  great  reafon,  fays  Stanhope 
many  who  read  the  fcripture  hiftorj 
muchj  make  improvement  by  no  i 
anfwerable  to  their  time  and  pains,  i 
tainly  this ;  that  men  ufually  content  i 
felves  with  a  general  knowledge  of 
related  there,  without  defcending  t( 
circumftances  and  the  manner  of  per 
ing  them,  whereas  here  it  is  chiefl] 
the  beauty  and  advantage  of  hiftory 
thefe,  rightly  judged  and  aptly  ap 
are  the  parts  beft  qualified  to  infon 
underftanding,  and  to  feafon  all  oui 
yerfation  with  prudence  and  all  our 
viour  with  propriety. 

"  40.  And  ye  will  not  come  to  mc 
'*  ye  might  have  life." 

Strange  folly !  to  reject,  by  their  dil 
in  him,  lo  great  falvaiion  !     Let  us, 
yit  pity  their  ftupidity,  take  care  to  j 

a 
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on  of  our  Lordbynoi 

reafon,  fays  Stanhopt 
ad  the  fcripture  hila 
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>  their  time  and  paiii,: 
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againft  the  like  perverfenefs ;  for 
not  obey  his  laws,  we  equally  reje^ 


"  41.  I  receive  not  honour  froi 

"  42.  But  I  know  you,  that  ye  ] 

the  love  of  God  in  you. 

"  43*  I  am  come  in  my  Father 

and  ye  receive  me  not :  if  anot] 

come  in  his  own  name,  him  yc 

ceive. 

*'44.  How  can  ye  believe,  w 

ceive  honour  one  of  another,  ; 

not  the  honour  that  cometh  fr 


only?" 


'Ricy  pretended  to  love  am 
God;  but  the  Searcher  of  hearts 
proves  them  for  their  hypocrify 
receiving  honor  from  men  of  wl 
were  totally  unworthy.  The  ma 
piety  is  truly  humble,  and  rejoic< 
lionor  which  is  paid  to  God  j 
whom  he  is  ever  ready  to  afcribe 

They  honored  each  other  for 
pofe  of  impofing  on  tlie  world  : 


126      THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  O^ 

they  could  have  a  regard  for  their  com- 
panions in  deceit;  for  there  is  no    *nic 
friendfhip  in  vice  :  religion  and  virtue  arc 
its  only  foundations.    Our  bleffed  Saviour 
taught  doftrines  which  they  did  not  choofe 
to  follow :  his  divine  gofpel  was  of  a    na- 
ture too  pure  and  refined  to  fuit  tJicir 
condu6l ;  for  which  reafon,  they  reje^W  ; 
both  him  and  the  Chriftian  religion.      -An 
impoftor  who  fhould  come  in  his  own 
.  name,  would  be  much  more  likely,  as  ^)ur 
Saviour  obferves,  to  find  credit  with  therm- 
he  would  find  it  his  intcreft  to  indulge 
them  in,  or  at  leaft  to  wink  at,  many  ^* 
their  favorite  vices  ;    and  would,  cotx^^' 
quently,     acquire     numerous    profely*^ 
amongrt  them.     We  find  this  obfervati^^ 
fully  verified  in  the  JewiQi  hidory ;  wh^** 
many  pretenders  to  the  charafter  of  t.1^^ 
Mefliah  are  related  to  have  flarted  i^P» 
and  to  have  been  zealoufly  followed   t^Y 
the  people. 

"  45.  Do  not  think  that  I  will  accc^*^ 
•*  you  to  the  Father :  there  is  one  tlr^^' 

«  accuf<S^^^ 
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"  accufeth  you ;   even  Mofes,  ia 
"  ve  truft. 

"  46.  For  had  ye  believed  M< 
"  would  have  believed  me ;  for  h 
"  of  me.  But  if  ye  believe  not  hi; 
"  ings,  how  {hall  ye  believe  my  wc 

How  does  the  clemency  and  be 
of  our  Lord  here  difplay  itfelf !  It 
from  him,  ill  as  they  had  ufed  hi 
they  were  to  fear  accufation  ;  bi 
Mofes;  that  prophet  upon  whor 
whole  faith  and  truft  were  built 
writings  fo  fully  pointed  to  our 
Lord,  that  they  were  a  conftant 
mcnt  of  the  folly  of  the  Jews  in  c 
™»,  and  clearly  proved  that  the 
fcffions  of  belief  in  him  were  me 
Pwficial ;  otherwife  they  would  1 
tended  to  him,  in  a  matter  of  the 
"nportance  to  their  falvation ;  anc 
then  have  found,  that  his  predift 
fpefling  the  Meffiah,  were  con 
verified  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus 
hut  they  wanted  that  humility  an< 


/ 
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nefs  for  which  Mofes  was  fo  conf 
to  be  in  reality  his  difciples. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  the  Jews,  1 
pride  and  obftinacy,  loft  that  ine 
privilege  which,  as  the  chofen  p< 
God,  they  enjoyed  above  all  other 
in  being  the  depofitaries  of  the  i 
will  of  the  Almighty,  and  fufFc 
Gentile  world  to  ftep  before  then 
race  of  feith  in  that  blefled  Rede 
whom  all  the  nations  of  the  eart 
be  blefled. 

Let  us  endeavor  to  profit  by  t 
ample,  and  fhun  every  fpecies  c 
and  arrogance :  let  us  diligentl) 
the  Scriptures,  for  in  them  we  k 
have  the  words  of  eternal  life ;  ar 
petition  the  Father  of  Mercies, 
facred  truths  they  contain,  and  w! 
the  delight  of  a  pious  mind,  m 
deep  into  our  hearts ;  that  each  ft 
perufal  of  them  may  be  attended  ' 
ditional  fpiritual  gifts,  and  bring 
us  the  fruits  of  good-living,  to  hi 
and  glory,  and  to  the  falvation  of  < 
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bals.  Gnint  this,  merciful  Lord,  for 
thy  dear  Son's  fake,  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.    Atiun, 


Gg  s  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  THE  TENTH, 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  VI. 

"  1.  A  FTER  thefe  things,  Jefus  ' 
"  -^^  over  the  fea  of  Galilee,  w 
"  is  the  fea  of  Tiberias. 

*'  2.  And  a  great  multitude  folio 
"  him  ;  becaufe  they  faw  his  min 
"  which  he  did  on  them  that  were 
''  eafed." 

Any  uncommon  charafter  neceffi 
attrafts  attention :  when,  therefore, 
blefled  Saviour  appeared,  and  not  < 
did  wonderful  works,  but  made  then 
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is  joined  to  curiofity,  they  will  furmount 
all  difficulties. 

"  3.  And  Jefus  went  up  into  a  moun- 
"  tain,  and  there  he  fat  with  his  difciples. 

"  4.  And  the  Paffover,  a  feaft  of  the 
^  jews,  was  nigh. 

"  5.  When  Jefus  then  lifted  up  his 
"  eyes,  and  faw  a  great  company  come 
"  unto  him,  he  faith  unto  Philip,  Whence 
*  fliall  we  buy  bread,  that  thefe  may  eat  ? 

"  6.  (And  this  he  faid  to  prove  him : 
**  for  he  himfelf  knew  what  he  would  do.)'' 

The  other  three  Evangel  ifts  mention 

Ae  difciples  coming  to  our  Lord,  to  beg 

"C  would  fend  the  multitude  away.    How 

^oniflied,  then,   muft   they  have  been, 

^hcn  he  faid,  "  Give  ye  them  to  eat.'' 

Yet  why  (hould  he,  who  cured  all  manner 

^  diforders,  be  fuppofed   to  want   the 

P^werto  feed  thofe  he  had  fo  miraculoufly 

^ored  to  health  ?  But  the  difciples  were 

*ull  wavering  in  their  faith. 

"  7.  Philip 
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"  7.  Philip  anfwered  him,  Two  hu* 
**  drcd  penny-worth  of  bread  is  not  fuf- 
"  ficient  for  them,  that  every  one  of  them 
*'  may  take  a  little. 

"  8.  One  of  his  difciples,  Andrew^  & 
"  mon-Petcr  s  brother,  faith  unto  him, 

**  9.  There  is  a  lad  here,  which  hath 
"  five  barley  loaves,  and  two  fmall  filhcs: 
"  but  what  arc  they  among  fo  many  ? 

*'  10.  And  Jefus  faid.  Make  the  men  fit 
''  down.  Now  there  was  much  gra&  in 
*'  the  place.  So  the  men  fat  down,  in 
"  number  about  five  thoufand. 

"11.  And  Jefus  took  the  loaves ;  and 
"  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  diftri- 
''  buted  to  the  difciples,  and  the  difcipki 
"  to  them  that  were  fet  down ;  and  lilc^ 
"  wife  of  the  fiflies  as  much  as  they 
••  would.** 

Here  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 
conduft  of  our  Lord,  in  a  point  which,  I 
am  afraid,  is  too  frequently  negledecL 
Although  exercifing  the  power  of  his  god- 
head, in  creating  food,  yet  would  he  not 

omit 
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Mttthe  duty  which,  in  his  human  nature, 

ht  owed  to  God  the  Father  for  the  bleff- 

iig.   Hie  Son  of  God  defcended  from 

Heaven,  to  be  our  pattern,  as  well  as  our 

finoin    Can  any  Chriflian,  then,  hope  to 

^  excufedy  who  prcfumes  to  fit  down  to 

teble  without  begging  a  blefling  upon  the 

provifioQ  which   the   Almighty   beftows 

upon  him  ? 

Nothing  is  more  defervingly  held  in 

^faonence,  than  ingratitude:  and  (hall 

we  not  thankfully  acknowledge  our  con- 

ftant  obligations  to  our  kind  and  generous 

BcnefaftorP     But  there  are  ftill  further 

iidvaniages  attending  our  begging  God's 

bVfing  upon  the  good  things  he  has  been 

pWed  to  provide  for  us :  we  all  know 

^  intemperance  will  convert  the  moft 

^Icfome  nouriftiment,  either  of  eating 

W  drinking,  into  poifon  ;  and  nothing  is 

^'KJre  likely  to  check  our  inordinate  appe- 

^tes,  and  to  make  us  moderate  in  the  ufe 

^f  God's  bleffings,  than  the  pious  recol- 

•^ion  and  acknowledgment,  that  to  him 

^  are  indebted  for  them. 

The 
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The  miracle  of  multiplying  food,  w 
not,  in  reality,  more  wonderful  than  d 
manner  in  which  God  daily  fupplies  u; 
millions  are  conftantly  fed,  in  a  way  r 
lefs  miraculous ;  but  as  this  happens  ri 
gularly,  it  does  not  make  the  fame  awfi 
impreflion  upon  our  minds.  What  ca 
be  more  wonderful  than  the  produ6ii< 
of  grain  ?  The  Almighty,  who  has  be 
pleafed  to  feed  us  by  the  growth  of  coi 
and  the  produ6lion  of  animals,  mij 
equally  have  fupported  us  without  c 
own  labor ;  but  here  we  have  a  frefh 
ftance  of  eternal  wifdom,  for  making  i 
indullry  of  man  neceffary  in  fupplyi 
him  with  the  requifites  of  life :  for  mu 
of  wickcdnels  as  we  now  fee  in  the  wor 
how  greatly  would  it  be  increafed  if  eve 
thing  were  provided  for  us  without  ai 
exertions  of  our  own  ;  induftry  being  (; 
Stanhope  very  juiUy  obferves  in  his  con 
ment  upon  this  miracle)  a  great  check  i 
vice. 

''  12.  Wh 
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"12.  When  they  were  filled,  he  faid 
•*  unto  his  difciples.  Gather  up  the  frag- 
*^  ments  that  remain,  that  nothing  he  loft. 

**  13.  Therefore  thqy  gathered  them  to- 
^  gethcr^  and  filled  twelve  bafkets  with  the 
''iragments  of  the  five  barley  loaves, 
"which  remained  over  and  above  unto 
'*  them  that  had  eaten." 

In  the  foregoing  verfes,  we  are  not  only 
furhiflied  with  a  new  and  ftriking  proof  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  miracle  that,  after  the 
Hunger  of  five  thoufand  perfons  had  been 
fatisfied,  the  fragments  which  remained  ex- 
ceeded the  original  quantity  of  bread  pro- 
duced, but  likewife  with  a  fine  leffon  to 
every  one  in  their  different  ftations,  not  to 
Pilfer  wafte  :  the  heads  of  families,  "who, 
other  through  indolence  or  the  want  of 
proper  attention  to  the  conduft  of  their 
fervants,  permit  fuch  fpecies  of  extrava- 
gance, are  highly  blamable :   it  is  in  a 
D>anner  robbing  the  poor ;  as  it  prevents 
their  receiving  thofe  comforts  which  a  pru- 
dent management  would  have  enabled 
H  h  the 


S36        THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  0E=^ 

the  unthinking  pofleffor  of  the  goods  0/ 
fortune  to  have  communicated  to  thean 
without  expence   to   himfelf ;    or  eves 
which)  if  cxpenfive,   he  would  joyfiiJ// 
beftow  on  them,  were  he  not  preventd 
by  finding  his  fortune,  thro'  mifmanag^ 
ment,  barely  adequate  to  his  own  ex» 
pences. 


(C 


14.  Then  thofe  men,  when  they  had 
•*  feen   the  miracle  that  Jefus  did,  ftidi   . 
''  This  is  of  a  truth  that  prophet  thtt 
**  (hould  come  into  the  world. 

**  15.  When  Jefus,  therefore,  perceived 
'^  that  they  would  come  and  take  him  by 
^'  force  to  make  him  a  king,  he  departed 
*'  again  into  a  mountain  himfelf  alone." 

The  Jews  were  always  ready  for  fcdi- 
tion  and  rebellion,  laying  in  wait  for  an 
opportunity   to   throw    off    the    Romat^ 
yoke;  and  their  mifiake  refpefting  the 
charader  of  the  Mefliah,  that  he  was  t^ 
appear  as  a  temporal  prince,  made  eve* 
the  beft-meaning  amongft  them  fuppo^ 
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Ay  cxtitordinaiy  chara3er  to  be  their 
romifed  deliverer.     No  wonder^  then, 
nt  fiich  a  miracle  (hould  unite  them  in 
M  wifliy  to  choofe  Jefus  for  their  king. 

The  example  of  frequent  retirement, 
et  us  by  our  blefled  Saviour,  (hould  be 
carefully  followed :  refleftion  is  the  food 
of  the  foul.  In  folitude  we  recal  our 
^vrandering  thoughts  from  the  follies  of 
tJie  world,  to  employ  them  in  meditating 
upon  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  on  the 
Happinefs  that  is  referved  for  us,  if  we  do 
not  forfeit  it  through  our  own  negligence 
orguik ;  and  fuch  refle£lions  will  be  our 
^^  fupport  againft  the  temptations,  as 
^eli  as  under  the  troubles,  of  the  world. 

**  16.  And  when  even  was  now  come, 

his  difciples  went  down  unto  the  fea, 

•*  17.   And  entered   into   a  (hip,   and 

**  vent  over  the  fea  towards  Capernaum : 

^  and  it  was  now  dark,  and  Jefus  was  not 

**  come  to  them. 

**  18.  And  the  fea  arofe,  by  reafon  of  a 
**  great  wind  that  blew. 

Hh  2  "  19.  So 
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'*  19.  So  when  they  had  rowed  aboat 
"  five  and  twenty  or  thirty  furlongs,  they 
"  fee  Jefus  walking  on  the  fea,  and  draw* 
'*  ing  nigh  unto  the  (hip  :  and  .they  were 
"  afraid. 

"  26.  But  he  faith  unto  them.  It  is  I; 
*•  be  not  afraid. 

"21.  Then  they  willingly  received  him 
"  into  the  fhip :  and  immediately  the  fliip 
"  was  at  the  land  whither  they  went." 

His  difciples,  who  were  the  conftant 
witneffes  of  the  miracles  which  he  per- 
formed, fhould,  in  all   dangers  and  diffi- 
culties, have  depended  implicitly  upon 
him  ;   and  he   therefore  reproves  them, 
upon  this  occafion,  for  their  want  of  con- 
fidence in  him.     It  is  one  of  our  greateft 
comforts,  that  the  fins,  weakneffes,  and 
infirmities  of  the  firft  charafters  in  Scrip- 
ture are  recorded :  had  they  been  omitted, 
and  nothing  but  their  good  a6lions  related, 
what  would  have  become  of  us  poor,  in- 
fignificant,  and  frail  creatures  !    we  muft 
have  been  loft  in  defpair ;  but  from  their 

example 
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nple,  and  the  pardon  they  received, 
ire  encouraged  to  flruggje  with  the 
I  vigor  after  every  relapfe  from  vir- 
in  the  hope  of  finally  conquering  the 
1  enemy  of  our  fouls. 

\2.  The  day  following,  when  the 
)ple  which  flood  on  the  other  fide 
the  fea  faw  that  there  was  none  other 
\i  there,  fave  that  one  whereinto  his 
iples  were  entered,  and  ^hat  Jefus 
It  not  with  his  difciples  into  the 
t,  but  that  his  difciples  were  gone 
y  alone ; 

3  (Howbeit  there  came  other  boats 
n  Tiberias,  nigh  unto  the  place 
re  they  did  eat  bread,  after  that  the 
d  had  given  thanks  ;)** 

mnot  pafs  over  this  laft  verfe,  with- 
ointing  out  to  your  notice,  the  repe- 
of  the  circumftance  of  our  Lord's 
g  given  thanks  ;  which  appears, 
itly,  intended  to  imprefs  the  duty 
ftrongly  on  our  minds. 

24.  When 


cc 


I 


i 
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"  24.  When  the  people,  thereforeifiiw  * 
**  that  Jcfus  was  not  there,  neither  hk  it  "! 
'*  ciplcs,  they  alfo  took  (hipping  and  CUK  ; 
"  to  Capernaum,  feeking  for  Jefus.  j 

"  25.  And  when  they  had  found  his    ' 
"  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fea,  they  faid 
**  unto  him.   Rabbi,  when  cameft  thou 
"  hither  ?  J 

"  26.   Jefus  anfwered  them  and  bid,  ^ 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  Yc  feck 
"  me,  not  becaufe  ye  faw  the  mirades, 
"  but  becaufe  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves,  tod 
**  were  filled. 

"  27.  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which 
"  perilheth,  but  for  that  meat  which  cn- 
**  dureth  unto  everlafting  life,  which  the 
"  Son  of  man  fhall  give  unto  you  :  for  him 
"  hath  God  the  Father  fealed." 

Had  a  right  motive  been  the  caufe  of 
their  following  Jefus,  how  commendable 
would  their  zeal  have  appeared !  In 
their  conduft,  we  may  fee  our  own,  when 
we  take  undue  pains  and  fpend  too  much 
time  and  labor  for  the  perifhablc  things 

of 


I 
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icn  the  people,  tlwife '  of  this  life.  From  the  rebuke  gi^ 
was  not  there,  nntlim  them  by  our  Saviour,  it  is  plain  iha 
y  alfo  took  fhippinjtf  .  objea  ms  merely  felfifli.  We  ar 
lum,  feckingforjefui  however,  to  underftand  from  the 
1  when  they  had  im  ^^fc,  that  it  is  improper  to  provi. 
er  fide  of  the  hit  ^  n«effaries  of  this  life:  on  the 
Rabbi,  when  cai«i  *"7. « is  enjoined  us,  as  a  duty,  to 
•  not  only  for  our  own  fupport,  but  f 
us  anfwertd  them  A  f«PPOrt  of  thofe  whom  the  Almighi 
^Iv  I  fay  unto  joii,  l'W°^™««* '«  a  particular  manner  t 
ecaufe  ye  ftw  iherf  "«"  ^^  ^^t  feems  to  be  meant  is 
.  vc  did  cat  of  the  i&%  T"  ^''  "°*  *o  P^r^ue  worldly  matten 
■y  I  fuch  earaeftnels,  as  to  make  us  n 

o„r  not  for  the  0^  ""'  f'P'''"''  ^""^^   I"  ^^eir  anxiet 

f.r  that  meal  ^^1    ^^  """«*  °^  ^^'S  "^otld,  to  the  tots 

'"'     I  L.  lift  ^    '«'''^''^'''*  °f  *e  other,  they  aded  lil 

'  '''''"^Tntot:  r*   »«J»ft  ft^ward  r^prefented  by  our  Lc 

^e  fixtccnth  chapter  of  St.  Luke's  G< 


(haJlgivei 


,e  Father       ■     i  ,  j^^j^j^  which  contains  fo  much  in 
motive  hetn^f^  T^:'''''^  ^"'^j^  "o^  ^^fo'-e  "«' 

Uai  have  appear^ 
we  may 


pains  indfH'*! 
•  for  the  pen 


go  a  little  afide  to  make  a  fe 
nwrks  upon  it. 

^  Saviour  defcribes  this  ftewa 
wihc  fervice  of  a  rich  man  to  whc 
wd  been  accufed  of  diflionefty  in  th 

nag 
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nagcmeni  of  the  affairs  intruded  to  hirn;^ 
in  confequence  of  which,  his  mader  calif  ' 
upon  him  to  make  up  his  accounts  and 
quit  his  ftewardfhip.      Under    thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  being  in  great  diilrefs  as  to 
the  means  of  his  future  fupport,  for  "he 
could  not  dig,  and  to  beg  he  was  afhamed," 
he  determined,  after  fome  deliberation,  to 
make  friends  of  his  matter's  debtors,  by 
allowing  them  to  defraud  him  likewifein 
the  fettlement  of  their  accounts,  and  fo  to 
fecure  to  himfelf  an   afylum   when  dit 
miffed  from  his  llewardfliip.     The  fchciac 
was  well  laid,  and  carried  with  it  every 
probability  of  fuccefs :  and,  it  is  added, 
that  his  Lord  commended  him  ;  that  is, 
that  he  gave  him  credit  for  his  iogenuity, 
care,  and  forefight,  in  endeavoring  to  pro- 
cure for  himfelf  a  retreat.     In  purfuing 
the  fubjeft,    our    Saviour   contrafts  the 
eagernefs  with  which  we  are  too.  apt  to 
purfue  worldly  advantages,  with  our  indif- 
ference  and   lukewarmnefs    to    heavenly 
bleffmgs.     Though  his  plan  did  not  an^ 
fwer  his  purpofe,  deteflion  being  thecoiH 

fequence, 
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fequence  (the  poffibility  of  which  in  his 
great  anxiety  he  had  overlooked),  yet  it 
was  evident  that  thi$  world  was  his  only 
objeft,  and  therefore  that  he  kept  up  to 
Jiis  chara£ler,  never  lofing  fight  of  what 
he  fuppofed    his  own   intereft.     In  this 
fenfe  k  is,  that  ''the  children  of  this  world 
"  ate  in  their  generation  wifer  than  the 
"  childrai  of  light."     The  perfons  here 
defcFibed,  ^re  fuch  as  this  fteward ;  men 
who,  difregarding  eternity  and  their  im- 
mortal fouls,    place  their  whole  felicity 
on  this  world ;   to  fecure  the  goods  of 
which,    they    wijl    undergo    more   pains 
than  would  infure  them  heaven.     Let  us, 
however,  profit  by  the  example,  and  fhew 
oorfelves  equally  a6live  to  attain  our  ob- 
jeft — an  eternal  manfion  of  blifs ;  let  us 
not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  fhamefuUy  out- 
dwie,  in  a  race  where  the  prize  is  fo  infi- 
nitely in  our  favor.     We  know  that  Hea- 
veiis  ready  to  receive  us,  but  we  know 
alfo  that  none  can  enter  there,  but  fuch  as 
fulfil  the   conditions  required   for   their 
admiflion. 

li  Let 
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Let  this  parable  ftir  us  up  to  make  it 
the  chief  bufinefs  of  our  lives  to  procure 
a  permanent  home,  when  we  are  called 
Upon  to  give  up  our  ftewardfhip.     That 
we  Chriftians   are   ftewards   to    the  Al- 
mighty, and  that  we  muft  give  an  account 
of  our  ftewardfhip,  we  ftiall  fcarcely  deny. 
Let  us  not,  then,  becaufe  we  may  have  fo 
aded  as  to  cfcape  the  cenfure  of  human 
laws,  make  ourfelves  too  confident^  that 
we  may  not  come  under  the  appellation 
of  unjuft,  when  tried  by  the  divine  law. 

It  is  not  juftice  alone,  but  charity,  gene- 
rofity,  and  benevolence,  which  will  be  re- 
quired from  thofe  whom  the  Almighty  has 
bleffed  with  the  power.  That  gratitude 
muft  be  due  from  thofe  who  have  fuch  con- 
ftant  bleflings  beftowed  upon  them,  even 
the  light  of  nature  would  teach  us.  The 
Chriftian  muft  be  liberal,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
his  power,  of  his  time,  as  well  as  his  for- 
tune ;  and  thofe  who  are  blefled  with  fu- 
perior  knowledge  of  their  duty,  are  equalfy 
bound  to  communicate  it  to  the  ignorant 
and  unlearned,  as  to  relieve  the  bodily  diP 

treffes 
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treCGss  of  their  poor  brethren  from  their 

abundance.    By  a  fieady  purfuit  of  fuch 

means^  we  may  found  rational  hopes  that 

when  our  Lord  takes  from  us  our  fteward- 

fhip,  he  will  admit  us  to  a  glorious  abode 

that  will  never  have  an  end.     This  leads 

mc  to  aconclufion  of  the  parable,  **  I  fay 

•*  untoyou^  make  to  yourfelves  friends  of 

**  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs ;  that, 

^  when  ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  into 

*  everlafting  habitations." 

By  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs,  as 
Iwc  made  ufe  of,  I  underftand  the  riches 
and  honors  of  the  world ;  which  men  are 
too  apt  to  feek  merely  for  themfelves,  but 
wUch,  if  properly  applied,  would  fecure 
them  everlafting  bleflings.  It  is  true  that 
thepofleilion  of  thefe  things,  too  frequent- 
ly, makes  us  forget  to  whom  we  owe  them, 
^becomes  fnares  to  entice  us  to  vice  and 
folly.  How  many  inftances  do  we  fee  of 
perlbns  conducing  themfelves  with  piety 
^  refignation,  in  adverfity,  who,  on  a 
fudden  change  of  fortune,  give  way  to  the 
temptations  it  brings  with  it,  and  are  loft 
li  2  to 
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to  virtue.  The  danger  of  an  uninterrupted 
ftate  of  profperity,  to  our  future  happinels, 
is  repeatedly  pointed  out  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  the  contraft  is  drawn  in  a  very 
(Iriking  manner,  between  the  future  ftatc 
of  a  rich  man  who  abufed  his  wealth,  and 
a  poor  one  who,  under  every  circumftance 
of  diftrefs  which  hunger  and  difeafe  could 
inflift  on  him,  fubmitted  with  patience  to 
his  lot,  nor  murmured  againft  his  Creator : 
I  allude  to  the  parable  of  Lazarus  ;  whtrc 
we  find  the  poor  man,  as  foon  as  he  quits 
this  life,  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's 
bofom ;  and  the  rich  man  lifting  up  his 
eyes  in  hell  and  fbliciting  a  momentary  re* 
lief,  through  the  means  of  the  perfon  he 
had  formerly  fo  greatly  defpifed  :  each  of 
them  fentenced  according  to  their  condu6l 
in  their  different  ftations.  Had  the  rich 
man  diftributed  part  of  his  fuperfluous 
wealth  to  relieve  the  diftrefTes  of  his  fellow-, 
creatures,  in  honor  of  that  God  who  had 
provided  him  with  fuch  abundance,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  all  thofe  advantages 
which  a  large  fortune,  properly  ufed,  pro- 
cures 
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i  Qiies  toits  pofleflbrs,  and  acquired  the  blef- 
fingandprayersof  the  poor ;  which,  we  may 
f^eafcmtbJy  fuppofe  efficacious  before  that 
Being  in  whofe  prefence  mercy  (hines  forth 
in  all  its  fplendor.     We  are  not  to  imagine 
that  Lazarus  was  rewarded,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  his  poverty  in  this  life :  were  that 
the  cafe^  what  a  misfortune  would  it  be  to 
be  rich !  It  was  his  patient  fubmiffion  and 
firm  reliance  on  the  goodnefs  of  God,  un- 
der the  moft  trying  diftrefles ;  and  his  hu- 
miUty,  which  confined  his  defires  to  mere 
food,  even  to  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
the  rich  man's  table.    He  murmured  not  at 
tlic  unequal  difpenfations  of  Providence, 
but  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  the 
time  when  God  in  his  wifdom  fhould  think 
fit  to  remove  him  from  a  world  of  trouble, 
to  the  manfions  of  eternal  peace  and  reft. 
Had  he,    on    the   contrary,    murmured 
againft  his  God,  or  endeavored  to  better 
his  fituation  by  thofe  vicious  courfes  which 
.  Ae  poor  too  frequently  have  recourfe  to 
^d  fancy  that  poverty  will  plead  their 
^cufc,  reafon,  as  well  as  Scripture,  may 

convince 
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convince  us,  he  would  have  met  with  pii» 
nifliment,  inftead  of  reward.  Indeed,  fo 
much  does  our  future  fituation  depend 
upon  our  prefent  conduft,  that  the  joys  of 
Heaven  itfelf  could  not  procure  us  hap- 
pinefs,  except  we  carried  with  us  the  ic- 
quifite  difpofitions,  which  are  only  to  be 
acquired  in  this  life.  How  careful,  theie- 
fore,  ought  we  to  be,  while  time  is  yet 
allowed  us,  to  form  our  minds  accordii^ 
to  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  that  we  may 
be  capable  of  receiving  thofe  bleflings 
which  our  heavenly  Father  intended  for 
all  his  creatures. 

I  fhall  mention  another  inftance,  m 
which  the  poffeflion  of  riches  is  repre* 
fented  in  Scripture,  as  fatal  to  virtue: 
when  the  rich,  young  man,  applies  to  our 
Saviour,  to  know  What  he  (hall  do  to  in- 
herit eternal  life  ?  he  receives  for  anfwer. 
That,  befides  a  ftrifl:  obfervance  of  all  the 
commandments,  he  muft  diftribute  all  his 
wealth  to  the  poor,  and  dedicate  his  life 
to  the  fervice  of  religion.  He,  who  knew 
the  inmofl:  thoughts  of  the  heart,  perceiv- 
ed 
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us,  he  would  have  met  w 
inftead  of  reward.  Wa 
s  our  future  fituationilii 
>refent  conduft,  that  tliej! 
elf  could  not  procaies 
:ept  we  carried  with  us  i 
.ofitions,  which  are  onlfi 
1  this  life.  Howcartiili 
It  we  tobe,  whiletiai 
J  toformourmindsaca! 
epts  of  the  Gofpel,thai« 
.  of  receiving  thofe  »• 
heavenly  Father  intc»fc 

^Son  another  in^.^ 

Jripture,  as  fatal  |o  j 
,h  young  man,  appl«»; 
fnowWhaeheftf; 

,  a  ftria  obfervance^^ 
„;;hen.uftdillnb««; 

,  poor,  ana 
•  ofrelig'on.   He, 
oughts  of  the  heart,  f'^ 
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ed  that  iK)thing  lefs  than  fuch  a 
could  fave  him  from  the  dangers 
his  fortune  expofed  him ;  and  tl 
proved  it  to  be  true :  the  youi 
tho'  apparently  defirous  of  purf 
path  of  virtue,  fuffered  avarice 
love  of  pleafure  to  ftifle  his  gc 
lutions,  and,  though  with  forro 
quilhed  the  ineftimable  bleffings 
to  his  view:— a  melancholy  inftam 
Ihould  ferve  as  a  warning  to  us 
we  be  ever  placed  in  a  fituatio 
requires  us  to  choofe  between  < 
poral  and  eternal  poffeflions !  Bi 
danger  is  greater,  fo  will  be  the 
nches  and  honors,  if  appropriai 
pcrly,  will  procure  the  favor  of  ( 
a  fure  crown  of  glory  to  their  po 
From  a  review  of  this  fubjeft,  < 
I  have  dwelt  the  more  at  length 
conviftion  of  the  importance  of 
of  it  aright,  I  truft  it  will  appej 
readers  that  the  difpenfations  o 
dence  are  much  more  equal  tha; 


/ 
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apt  at  firft  fight  to  believe,  and  aff' 
ample  field  for  content  and  gratitu4{ 
all  ranks  of  life.  If  the  poor  man  is 
prived  of  the  luxuries  and  fplendoi 
life,  he  efcapes  the  cares  and  uneafi 
infeparable  from  them;  and  thougl 
is  not  able  to  be  as  extenfively  boun 
as  his  richer  neighbour,  he  has  the  con 
to  chink  that  his  mite  will  be  equall] 
ceptable  as  the  other's  talent :  for  % 
little  is  given,  little  will  be  requ 
The  rich  and  powerful  man,  on  the  < 
hand,  if  he  refills  the  temptations  at 
ed  to  his  fituation,  and  employs  his  wc 
power,  and  abilities,  to  the  honor  of 
and  the  fervice  of  his  fellow-creatur 
fure  of  being  received,  at  the  end  o 
ftewardfhip,  with  that  glorious  teftimo 
applaufe  from  his  Mafter,  "  Well  i 
"  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant ; 
"  hail  been  faithful  over  a  few  thin; 
"  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  thi 
"  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lon 


if 
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"  28.  Then  faid  they  unto  him,  What 
'  (hall  we  do,   that  we  might  work  the 
I « works  of  God?" 

Many  of  them  were  ftrift  obfervers  of 
the  ceremonial  part  of  the  law  of  Mofes ; 
and  they  feem,  by  this  queftion,  to  fup- 
pofe  that  nothuig  more  could  be  required 
of  them. 

"29.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
•them,  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that^ 
"ye  believe'  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent. 

"30.  They  faid  therefore  unto  him, 
•What  fign  (heweft  thou,  then,  that  we 

•  may  fee  and  believe  thee  ?   what  doft 

•  thou  work  ? 

"31.  Our  fathers  did  eat  manna  in 
"the defert,  as  it  is  written,  He  gave  them 
•bread  from  Heaven  to  eat." 

It  might  have  been  expefted  that  our 

Saviour's    former    miracles   would   have 

,  been  fufficient  to  convince  them :   their 

Wring^new  ones  to  be  wrought,  whenever 

Kk  they 
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they  thought  proper,  could  be  only  for 
the  gratification  of  an  idle  curiofity,  wWch 
would  have  been  no  more  likely  to  fix 
their  faith,  than  thofe  they  had  already 
feen  and  heard. 

**  32.  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  V^ 
•*  rily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  Mofes  gave 
**  you  not  that  bread  from  Heaven  ;  but 
**  my  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread 
^  from  Heaven. 

"  33.  For  the  bread  of  God  is  he  whidi 
•*  Cometh  down  from  Heaven,  and  giveth 
•'  life  unto  the  world." 

Our  Saviour  here  tells  them,  that  they 
ought  not  to  attribute  it  to  Mofes  that  their 
forefathers  were  fed  with  manna,  but  toGod; 
Mofes  being  only  the  agent  in  the  hands 
of  God :  that  bread  with  which  they  were 
miraculoufly  provided,  was  a  type  and  figure 
of  that  true  bread  which  our  Lord  now  of- 
fered them.  I  know  of  no  word  fo  ex- 
preflive  and  extenfive,  as  bread  :  it  com- 
prehends all  our  wants,  both  fpiritual  and 

temporal. 
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temporal.  In  this  comprehenfive  fenfe  it 
is  generally  ufed  in  Scripture  ;  and,  par- 
ticularly^ in  the  Lord's  Prayer :  **  Give 
"  us,  day  by  day,  our  daily  bread." 

"  34.  Then  faid  they  unto  him.  Lord, 

*  evermore  give  us  this  bread. 

"  35*  And  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  I  am 
"  the  bread  of  life  :  he  that  cometh  to  me 
•*  (ball  never  hunger ;  and  he  that  believ- 
^  eth  on  me  (hall  never  thirft. 

^  36.   But  I  faid  unto  you,  that  ye  alfo 

•  have  feen  me,  and  believe  not." 

They  faw  him  do  fuch  works,  as  none  but 
God  could  perform;  and  were,  tliereloie, 
i&excufable  in  rejefcting  fuch  clear  evidence. 


"37.    All  that  the  Father  giveth  me 
*  (hall  come  to  me  :  and  liim  that  cometh 
to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out." 


(C 


Here  we  fee  that  all  who  are  willing 

to  avail   themfelves  of  the   bleliings  of 

Chrift's  coming,  are  fure  of  a  kind  lecep- 

Kk  2  tion. 
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tion,  on  fulfilling  the  conditions  annexed 
to  them.  How  comfortable  an  affurance 
is  this !  and  what  an  encouragement  to 
make  our  "  calling  and  ele6lion  fure  !'* 

"  38.  For  I  came  down  from  Heaven, 
"  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will 
"  of  him  that  fent  me. 

"  39.  And  this  is  the  Father's  will  which 
"  hath  fent  me,  that  of  all  which  be  hath 
"  given  me  I  fliould  lofe  nothing,  but 
"  fhould  raife  it  up  again  at  the  laft  day." 

God  made  man  perfcflly  innocent,  but 
not  infallible  :  he  was  free  to  choofe  the 
good  which  his  Maker  had  provided  for 
him,  or  free  to  refufe  it ;  but  every  en- 
couragement was  held  out  to  excite  him 
to  duty  and  obedience,  and  every  threat 
employed  to  deter  him  from  wickcdnefe: 
eternal  happinefs  and  eternal  mifery  were 
fet  before  him,  and  the  choice  left  to 
himfelF. 

To  choofe  mifery,  inftead  of  happinefs, 
is  a  degree  of  folly  which  no  man  will 

allow 
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)w  himfelf  to  be  capable  of;  yet  of 
h  folly  is  every  one  guilty  who,  by  ne- 
3ing  ihe  conditions  annexed  to  the  at- 
iment  of  happinefs,  forfeits  his  claim  to 
We  are  the  matters  of  our  own  fate ; 
therefore  may  be  faid  to  predeftinate 
lelves  either  to  happinefs  or  mifery. 
long  as  God  is  pleafed  to  allow  us  to 
itinue  on  earth,  our  final  fentence  is 
^ended^  and  muft  depend  upon  our  fub- 
lent  adions.  We  may  quit  the  paths 
artue  in  which  we  have  all  our  lives 
fevered,  (then  our  good  aftions  will  no 
[cr  avail  us) ;  or  we  may  abandon  our 
s ;  and  if  God  be  pleafed  to  allow  us 
%  prove  the  fincerity  of  our  repent- 
%  by  a  thorough  amendment  of  life : 
^hich  cafe,  we  are  affured  that  the  fins 
bave  committed  ftiall  no  longer  be  re- 
ibered  againft  us.  But,  with  life,  our 
er  over  our  fate  muft  ceafe  :  we  learn 
1  Scripture  that  there  is  no  pardon  in  the 
re :  **  As  the  tree  falls,  fo  ftiall  it  lie.** 
herefore,  we  both  live  arid  die  in  a  ftate 
;uilt,  defpifing  God  s  proffered  mercy 

and 
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and  grace,  wc  have  no  pretence  to  expeft 
that  they  fhall  be  extended  to  us,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  when  we  (hall  be  calkd 
upon  to  give  an  account  of  the  aflioos 
done  in  this  life,  and  receive  fentence  of 
cverlafting  punifhment,  if  we  have  lived 
and  died  impenitent  finners  ;  or  of  rewardi 
if  we  have  fincerely  endeavored  to  per- 
form our  duty.  It  is  in  this  fenfe  alonCi 
that  I  underftand  the  doftrine  of  PrcdcP 
tination :  as  to  that  of  Freewill,  if  man 
had  it  not,  he  could  be  neither  virtuous 
nor  wicked  :  he  could  not  be  accountable 
for  his  aflions ;  entitled  to  reward,  or  fub- 
jeft  to  punifhment.  Inftead  of  being  in 
a  ftate  little  lower  than  the  angels,  de» 
prive  us  of  a  freedom  of  choice,  and  wc 
are  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  beads  that 
periCh. 

God  the  Father  (as  we  learn  by  the 
foregoing  verfe)  has  given  into  the  hands 
of  his  Son,  the  power  and  dominion  of  the 
world,  and  of  all  the  human  race,  whom 
he  purchafed  by  his  blood,  and  whom  he 
will  raife  again  at  the  laft  day.    The  whole 

race 
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race  of  mankind,  as  well  thofe  who  have 
been  for  ages  mouldering  in  the  duft  as 
thofe  who  are  in  exiftence  at  that  awful 
day,  (hall  arife,  with  the  fame  bodies  in 
vhich  they    exifted   when    upon    earth. 
The  fervants  of  Chrift  will  have  their  mor- 
tal bodies  changed  into  glorious  bodies 
never  agam  to  be  feparated  from  their 
fouls,  but  to  enjoy  together  everlafting 
blils  in  their  Matter's  kingdom  !    What  an 
addition  of  happinefs  to  the   righteous^ 
and  of  wretchednefs  to  the  wicked,  muft 
it  be,  to  know  that  the  happinefs  or  mifery 
vhich  they  have  chofen  for  themfelves,  is 
to  endure  for  ever! 

May  this  refleftion  fink  deep  into  the 
hearts  of  all  my  readers,  that  they  may, 
whilft  lime  is  yet  allowed  them,  make  that 
choice  which,  through  the  tender  mercies 
of  God  and  the  merits  of  their  Redeemer, 
^l  infure  to  them  a  bleffed  immor- 
I 


**  40.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that 
*  feat  me,  that  every  one  which  feeth  the 

"  Son, 
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"  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  hate 
•'  everlafting  life  ;  and  I  will  raife  him  up 
"  at  the  laft  day." 

This  exprelTion,  *  I  uill  raife  him  up  at 
'  the  lall  day,'  is  cerainly  a  ftrong  proof 
of  our  Saviour's  divinity  :  the  power  of 
raifing  the  dead,  can  belong  to  God  alone. 
Theexpreflion  therefore,  evidemly  pcMDts 
out,  that  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea  of 
his  own  divinity. 

"41.  The  Jews  then  murmured  at  hijOi 
*'  becaufe  he  faid,  I  am  the  bread  whidi 
"  came  down  from  Heaven. 

"  42.  And  they  faid.  Is  not  this  Jefus 
"  the  fonof  Jofeph,  whofe  father  and  mo- 
"  ther  we  know  ?  how  is  it  then  that  he 
"  faith,  I  came  down  from  Heaven  ?" 

The  humble  ftation  of  our  Saviour, 
was  a  conftant  ftumbling-block  to  the 
Jews :  their  pride  would  never  allow  them 
to  acknowledge  their  Meffiah,  in  the  ^^ 
puted  fon  of  a  carpenter,  but  blinded  their 

eyes 
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eyes  againft  the  cleareft  conviflion ;  other- 
^fe,  when  they  faw  him  perform  fuch 
miracles  as  no  other  perfon  ever  attempt- 
ed— miracles  which  were  prophefied  of 
the  Meffiah,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when 
all  men  were  in  daily  expeftation  of  his 
appearance— they  could  not  havie  refufed 
thdr  belief. 

43.  Jefus,  therefore,  anfwered  and 
"faid  unco  them.  Murmur  not  among 
**  yourfelves. 

"  44.  No  man  can  come  to  me,  except 

**thc  Father  which  hath  fent  me  draw 

and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the 


'45.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  And 
*  they  (hall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every 
^Baan,  therefore,  that  hath  heard,  and 
'hath  learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto 


**  46,  Not  that  any  man  hath  feen  the 
"Father,  fave  he  which  is  of  God,  he 
"Imh  feen  the  Father." 

LI  The 
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The  prophecy  alluded  to  in  the  forty- 
fifth  verfe,  may  be  found  in  the  propbet 
Ifaiah,  chap.  liv.  ver.  13. :    "  And  all  thy 
*'  children  (hall  be  taught  of  the  Lonl 
**  And  great  (hall  be  the  peace  of  diy 
"  children/'     From  the  firft  inftitution  of 
the  Jewifli  law,  God  frequently  fpake  to 
his  people  by  the  mouths  of  his  priefls  and 
prophets  ;  but  the  above  prophecy  was 
never  literally  fulfilled  until  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  perfooally 
taught  the  people. 

"  47.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you, 
"  he  that  believeth  on  me  hath  evcrlaft- 
"  ing  life. 

"  48.  I  am  that  bread  of  life. 

"  4g.  Your  fathers  did  eat  manna  in 
"  the  wildernefs,  and  are  dead. 

"  56.  This  is  the  bread  which  cometh 
"  down  from  Heaven,  that  a  man  m^ 
*•  eat  thereof,  and  not  die. 

"51.  I  am  the  living  bread  which  caW 
''  down  from  Heaven.  If  any  man  cat 
*•  of  this  bread,  he  (hall  Hve  for  ever: 

"and 


ife, 
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*  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give,  is  my 
'  flefli ;  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of 
theworid." 

> 

To  believe  in  Chrift,  is  as  neceffary  for 
It  life  of  the  foul,  as  bread  is  for  the 
fc  of  the  body  :  each  would  fuflFer  equal 
anger  without  its  proper  food. 

**  52.  The  Jews,  therefore,  ftrove 
ainongft  themfelves,  faying.  How  can 
this  man  give  us  his  flefli  to  eat  ?" 

When  we  do  not  make  a  proper  Aife  of 
hofe  talents  with  which  we  are  intrufted, 
here  is  no  abfurdity,  however  grofs, 
w^hich  the  human  mind  may  not  fall  into. 
Df  diis  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof, 
ihan  the  inftance  before  us  ;  in  the  Jews 
Qppofing  our  Lord  to  have  fpoken  li- 
icndly.  The  fmallefl:  exertion  of  their 
ftttfon,  one  fliould  have  thought,  muft 
lutve  convinced  them  that  he  was  fpeak- 
ing  10  them  by  a  figure,  and  comparing 
^  fpiritual  bleflings  to  be  derived  from 
LI  2  the 
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the  facrifice  of  his  body  to  the  advan- 
tages which  the  natural  body  receives 
from  food.  But,  fuppofing  them  to  have 
fcillen  into  fo  ftrange  a  miftake,  had  they 
been  really  defirous  of  knowledge,  inftead 
of  murmuring  amongft  themfelves  and 
cavilling  at  the  words  of  our  Saviour, 
they  would,  with  the  utmoft  humility, 
have  begged  of  him  an  explanation :  a 
favor  he  never  refufed  to  thofe  who,  in 
fincerity,  afked  it. 

"  53.  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  V^ 
"  rily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  except  yc 
"  eat  the  flefli  of  the  Son  of  man,  and 
"  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you. 

"  54.  Whofo  eateth  my  flefli  and  drink* 
"  eth  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life;  and  I 
^*  will  raife  him  up  at  the  laft  day. 

"  55.  For  my  flefti  is  meat  indeed,  and 
"  my  blood  is  drink  indeed. 

'*  56.  He  that  eateth  my  flefli,  and 
"  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me,  and 
'*  I  in  him. 

''  ^y.  As  the  living  Father  hath  fcnt 

•'me, 
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*  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father ;  i 
**  eateth  me,  even  he  fliall  live  b- 
"58.  This  is  that  bread  whi 
**  down  from  Heaven :  not  as  yoi 
'•  did  eat  manna,  and  are  dead  : 
♦•  eateth  of  diis  bread  fliall  live  ft 

Since  we  derive  all  our  fpiriti 
ings  from  our  Lord's  having  ti 
nature  upon  him;  condefcende 
the  weaJcneffes  and  infirmities  of 
given  up  his  body  as  a  facrifice,  t< 
OS  from  our  fins ;  this  figurative 
fpeakmgof  his  flelh  and  blood,  is  . 
ly  ftriking.  But  to  know  that  \v 
Saviour,  cannot  be  of  the  leaft  a* 
to  ua,  except  we  prove  our  fait! 
by  a  ftria  adherence  to  the  n 
fcribed  in  his  gofpel ;  for  we  ma) 
ftarve  our  fouls,  when  offered  the 
profufion  of  heavenly  nouriftime 
roay  our  bodies  by  obflinately  re 
^^  or  drink,  let  the  banquet 
for  us  be  ever  fo  rich  or  coftly. 
therefore  be  affured,  that  to  belit 


/ 
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love,  fear,  and  obey  God  our  Saviour  in 
all  things,  is  to  eat  his  flefh  and  drink  his 
blood  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
will  procure  for  us  all  thofe  advantages 
he  has  promifed. 

"  59-  Thefe  things  faid  he  in  the  fyna* 
•*  gogue,  as  he  taught  in  Capernaum. 

"  60.  Many,  therefore,  of  his  difciples, 
"  when  they  had  heard  this,  faid.  This  is 
**  an  hard  faying  ;  who  can  hear  it  ?* 

Although  the  Jews  had  greatly  cor- 
rupted the  divine  law,  yet  as  they  had 
not  mingled  idolatry  with  their  religious 
worfhip,  our  bleffed  Saviour  honored  the 
fynagogue  with  his  prefence,  and  corrcfted 
the  abufes  which  had  crept  into  it.  Some 
of  his  followers,  who,  for  want  of  a  due 
attention  to  his  divine  precepts,  undcr- 
ftood  what  he  had  faid  about  his  flefli 
and  blood  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  knowing 
that  to  be  impoffible,  were  fo  prefump- 
tuous  as  to  difcredit  his  difcourfe. 

''  61.  When 
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**  61.  liVhen  Jefus  knew  in  himfelf  that 
•*his  difciples  murmured  at  it,  he  faid 
"  unto  thera.  Doth  this  offend  you  ? 

"  fe.  What  and  if  ye  (hall  fee  the  Son 
"  of  man  afcend  up  where  he  was  before  ?** 

As  our  Lord  was  at  this  time  in  Galilee, 
U  is  highly  probable  that  many  who  were 
piefent  at  this  difcourfe,  did  a6lually 
fke  him  afcend  into  Heaven ;  a  full  ac- 
count of  which  wonderful  event  may  be 
found  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  Afts, 
verfes  10.  and  11. 

**  63.  It  is  the  fpirit  that  quickeneth ; 
**  the  flefli  profitteth  nothing  :  the  words 
^'that  I'fpcak  unto  you,  they  are  fpirit, 
**  and  they  are  life. 

"  64.  But  there  are  fome  of  you  that 
**  believe  not.  (For  Jefus  knew  from 
**  the  beginning  who  they  were  that  be- 
'*  iieved  not,  and  who  fliould  betray  him.)" 

Though  outward  appearances  may  de- 
^vc  man,  they  can  avail  nothing  in  the 
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fight  of  God :  he  knows  the  moft  fecret 
thoughts  of  our  heart.  If  we  would  ren- 
der him  true  and  acceptable  fervicc,  it 
muft  not  be  with  the  lips  only,  but  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth. 

"  65.  And  he  faid.  Therefore  faid  I 
"  unto  you,  That  no  man  can  come  unto 
"  me,  except  it  were  given  unto  him  of 
"  my  Father. 

"  66.  From  that  time  many  of  his  dif- 
"  ciples  went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
"  with  him." 

Thofe  who,  upon  this  occafion,  left  our 
bleffed  Lord,  muft  have  followed  him 
upon  motives  too  low  and  trifling  to  have 
been  honored  with  the  gift  of  tJie  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  then,  we  cannot  be  &urprized| 
that,  finding  his  doftrines  fo  fpmtual  as 
to  render  abortive  whatever  temporal 
views  they  might  have  indulged^  thcjr 
(hould  defert  him. 


€S 
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'67.  Thetl  faid  Jefus  unto  the  twelve, 
Vill  yt  alfd  go  away  ? 

*  68.  Then  Sirtion-Peter  anfwered  him, 
ord,  to  whom  fhall  we  go  ?  thou  haft . 
e  words  of  eternal  life. 

69.  And  we!  believe,  and  are  fure,  that 
ou  an  that  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  liv* 
gGod.' 

torn  this  queftion  of  out  Saviour's,  we 
wt  to  fuppofe  that  he  was  at  a  lofs  to 
fi  h^w  the  apoftles  would  aft  :  he  was 
tainted  with  every  thought  of  their 
ts;  but  he  might  wifh  to  give  them 
pportunity  of  exprefling  their  public 
iiment  to  him.  This  they  did  by  the 
ih  of  St.  Peter :  anfwering  for  them 

•  Lord,  to  whom  fhall  we  go  ?'  &c. 
well  might  he  fay  fo :  they  had  been 

iCHiftant  witnefles  of  his  miracles :  they 
him  perform  fuch  afts  as  no  man  but 
fclf  had  ever  done,  and  which  had 
winced  them  that  he  was  as  he  de- 
^d  himfelf  to  be,  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Sas  whofe  coming  all  their  prophets 
Mm  had 
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had  foretold.  On  him,  therefore,  they 
had  placed  their  whole  hopes  of  happi* 
nefs :  had  thefe  failed  them,  how  melan* 
choly  would  have  been  their  profpefl ! 

"  70.  Jefus  anfwered  them.  Have  not 
"  I  chofen  you  twelve ;  and  one  of  you 
"  is  a  devil  ? 

''71.  He  fpake  of  Judas  Ifcariot,  the 
**  fon  of  Simon :  for  he  it  was  that  Oionld 
"  betray  him,  being  one  of  the  twelve." 

The  call  of  the  twelve  apoflles,  de(ervei 
our  fei^ious  attention.  Thofe  who  wot 
ehofen,  were  we  to  judge  as  the  world 
judges,  were,  of  all  others,  the  lead  likdy 
to  have  been  fixed  upon  for  fuch  an  aa- 
ployment :  they  were  ignorant,  illiterate 
men,  brought  up  to  labor,  and  fo  coo- 
ftantly  employed  in  their  occupations^  as 
to  have  little  time  for  the  acquiGtionof 
fuch  inftruftion  as  even  many  of  the  io- 
ferior  ranks  of  people  find  the  means  ta 
obtain.  Our  Lord  feems  to  have  fixed 
upon  this  defcription  of  men,  to  prove 

that 
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&at  the  fubtime  truths  he  came  to  teach 
(quired  not  the  aid  of  human  wifdom, 
or  the  /ubtihy  of  philofophy,  but  merely 
le  exertions  of.  an  honeft  and  upright 
Jart:  as  it  is  written,  "  Out  of  the 
mouths  of  very  babes  and  fucklings 
haftthou  ordained  ftrength."  (Pfalm  viii. 
T.  2.)  Had  he  chofen  men  of  learning, 
•  the  famous  philofophers  of  the  age,  for 
s  miniRers,  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
►fpel  might  have  been  attributed  to  their 
perior  intelligence ;  but  when  we  con* 
Icr  that  the  apoftles  were  compofed  of 
bermen,  and  others  of  the  lowell  rank, 
10  had  to  comljat  not  only  the  pride 
id  prejudice,  but  all  the  ingenuity  and 
araing  of  the  moft  enlightened  age  of 
e  world,  we  muft  confefs  that  nothing 
It  the  power  of  Truth  could  have  ren- 
sred  them  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  have  gained 
^complete  a  viftory,  under  circumiiances 
pparently  fo  unpromifing;  nor  is  this 
^  Icaft,  amongft  the  numerous  evi- 
5nces  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  dif- 
^tion. 

Mm  2  The 
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The  aftonifhing  rapid  progrefs  of  Chrif- 
tianity  is  aptly  defcribtd  in  the  parable  of 
the  "  grain  of  muftard-feed,  which  a  man 
"  took,  and  fowed  in  his  field :  which 
"  indeed  is  the  leaft  of  all  feeds ;  but 
"  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greateft  among 
"  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree ;  fo  that  the 
**  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  m  the 
"  branches  thereof."  (St,  Matthew,  chap, 
xiii.  ver.  31.  32.) 

The  apoftles  were  confcious  of  tbrir 
own  inability,  yet  relying  with  implicit 
confidence  on  the  fupport  of  their  gracious 
Mailer,  they  cheerfully  undertook  the 
arduous  talk,  notwithftanding  the  dangers 
r^nd  perfecutions  which  they  were  fenfible 
awaited  them  in  the  performance  of  it 
Eleven  of  the  number  glorioufly  over- 
came every  difficulty  and  diftrefs,  perfe- 
vering  with  the  utmoft  zeal  and  courage 
in  their  miniftry,  and  cheerfully  refigned 
their  lives  for  the  fake  of  their  beloved 
maften  The  apoftacy  of  the  twelfth,  will 
alfo  furnifli  us  with  a  ufeful  leffon  agaieft 
fpiritual  pride  and  confidence  in  ourfdves. 

If 
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If  Judas  who  had  been  chofen  to  fill 
important  and  glorious  an  office,  who 
ijoyed  the  advantages  of  being  con- 
intly  in  the  prefence  of  our  Saviour 
d  of  hearing  the  precepts  of  eternal 
fdoro  from  his  lips,  was  not  fecure, 
it,  giving  way  to  temptation,  forfeited 
ofe  inieftiiiiable  privileges,  making  him- 
If  a  reproach  to  all  fucceeding  ages,  how 
all  we  prefume  on  our  own  fafety,  ex- 
pt  we  are  continually  on  our  guard 
;adnft  our  grand  enemy  ?  Our  improve- 
ems  in  piety  and  virtue  will  be  progref- 
vc;  but  they  muft  be  continual.  If  we 
ivc  once  the  prefumption  to  fuppofe 
lat  we  have  attained  a  fufficient  height, 
od  therefore  begin  to  relax  in  our  zeal, 
ft  give  to  our  foe  that  opportunity  for 
Aich  he  is  conftantly  feeking,  and  rifk 
Dour  former  acquifitions ;  and  the  higher 
ias  been  our  exaltation,  the  more  terrible 
nil  be  our  fall. 

May  the  Almighty,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
vert,  for  the  fake  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  fo 
^dful  a  judgment  from  every  one  who 

is 
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is  honored  with  the  name  of  Chriftlan! 
and  may  all  thofe  who  have  not  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  knowing  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  this  world,  be 
made  fupremely  blefled  in  that  which  is 
to  come,  by  the  moft  glorious  and  inte* 
refting  of  all  knowledge — the  knowledge 
of  falvation,  through  the  merits  of  a  cru- 
cified Saviour !  "  Then  we  (hall  all  join 
in  wonder,  love,  and  praife,  to  God,  for 
his  infinite  mercy,  and  goodnefs,  in  the 
redemption  of  loft  mankind  by  our  blefled 
Lord,  Jefus  Chrift.  And  may  the  Holy 
Spirit  fo  purify  our  hearts,  as  to  enable 
us  to  begin  that  glorious  work^  here  cm 
earth,  which  will  be  the  conftant  employ* 
ment  of  the  faints  in  Heaven,  for  ever 
and  ever !     Amen ;   Amen, 


CHAPTER 


f 
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CHAPTER  THE  ELEVENTH^ 


ft.  JOHN,  CHAP.  VIU 

••  1.  A  FT  E  R  th^fe  things,  Jefus  walk- 
**  -Tx.  ed  in  Galilee :  for  he  would  not 
**  walk  in  Jewry,  becaufe  the  Jews  fought 
•*  to  kill  him." 

Our  Saviour  here  fets  us  an  example  of 
that  prudent  conduft  which  we  ought  to 
<^lerve,  in  all  the  various  fituations  in  life. 

We  are  not  to  expeft  miracles  to  be 
^ught  for  our  prefervation,  let  our  pur- 
ftrits  be  never  fo  laudable  ;  but  fhould 
^At  ufe  of  thofe  means  of  fafety  which 
^  Almighty  has  provided  for  us  :  to  aft 
^therwife,  implies  a  degree  of  prefump- 

tion, 
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tion,  rather  than  an  humble  defire  of  ferv- 
ing  God. 

We  have  an  inftance  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, in  the  feventeenth  chapter  of  the  Afts 
of  the  Apoftles,  verfe  23  ;  where  Sl  Paul, 
preaching  to  the  Athenians,  avails  himfelf 
of  the  circumftance  of  their  having  an 
altar  dedicated  to  *  The  Unknown  God/ 
to  prefs  on  them  the  belief  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion ;  it  being  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  a  people  who  had  worfliipped  thtar 
God  ignorantly,  and  fcrupled  not  to  avow 
that  ignorance,  would  gladly  receive  any 
inftruftion  offered  to  them  concerning  him: 
"  Whom,  therefore,  ye  ignorantly  wor- 
"  fliip,  him  I  declare  unto  you."     By  this 
prudent  and  judicious  mode,  St.  Paul  not 
only  flattered  them  into  a  right  faith,  but 
at  the  fame  time  preferved  himfelf  from 
perfecution,  perhaps  from  death  itfelf,  for 
prefuming  to  preach  a  new  and  ftrange 
do6lrine  amongft  them. 

"  2.  Now  the  Jews'  feaft  of  taberaacfcs 
"  was  at  hand." 

This 
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This  feaft  was  held  in  remennl 
that  the  Jews  were,  during  the  fp 
forty  years,  wanderers  in  the  wilde 
and  to  make  the  greater  impreffion 
the  minds  of  their  defcendants,  it  m 
dained  that  they  (hould  pafs  the 
time  of  the  feaft,  being  feven  da 
tents,  or  booths;  re-tracing,  as  it  we 
footfteps  of  their  forefathers.  This 
was  much  more  likely  to  excite 
praifc  and  gratitude  for  the  change 
God  had  wrought  in  their  fituation 
if  they  had  been  permitted  to  keej 
their  own  houfes,  though  with  ne 
much  ftriftnefs,  as  it  was  a  direft  j 
to  thdr  fenfes. 

"  3.  His  brethren,  therefore,  fai< 
"  him,  Depart  hence,  and  go  into 
**  that  thy  difciples  alfo  may  fee  the 

*  that  thou  doeft. 
"  4*  For  there  is  no  man  that 
any  thing  in  fecret,  and  he  himfel 

*  eth  to  be  known  openly  :  if  tl; 

*  thefe  things,  ftiew  thyfelf  to  the  ^ 

Nn 
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"  5.  For  neither  did  his  brethren  be- 
"  lieve  in  him." 

*    The  relations  of  our  bleffed  Lord  (for  | 
it  is  not  fuppofed  they  were  his  brethren) 
were  very  anxious  to  have  him  known  b  1 
the  more  public  parts  of  the  world:  k  ^ 
long  continuance,  therefore,  in  Galilee,  ^ 
appears  to  have  created  a  doubt,  even  in  | 
their  minds,  of  his  being  the  true  mcffiak 
If  he  were  the  faviour  of  the  world,  fey  i 
they,  why  does  he  not  (hew  himfdf  as 
fuch,  inftead  of  concealing  himfelf  in  this 
retirement  ?     That  they   wifhed  to  fa 
him  publicly  acknowledged   in  that  d»- 
rafter,  cannot  be  doubted  ;  as  every  Jew 
was  defirous  of  that  honor,  in  his  neaureft 
relation,  if  denied  to  himfelf. 

"  6.  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them.  My 
"  time  is  not  yet  come  :  but  your  time  is 
*'  alway  ready.  *• 

**  7.  The  world  cannot  hate  you ;  but 
"  me  it  hateth,  becaufe  I  teftify  of  it,  diat 
"  the  works  thereof  are  evil. 

8.  Go 
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**  8.  Go  yc  up  unto  this  feaft :  I  go 
"  not  up  yet  unto  this  feaft ;  for  my  time 

is  not  yet  full  come. 

''9.  When  he  had  faid  thefe  words 
*unto  them,  he  abode  ftill  in  Galilee. 

**  10.  But  when  his  brethren  were  gone 
*  up,  then  went  he  alfo  up  unto  the  feaft, 
"  not  openly,  but  as  it  were  in  fecret." 

Our  Saviour  tells   his   brethren,  that 

there  could  be  no  reafon  for  their  abfent- 

iftg  themfelves  from  the  approaching  fo- 

*  kmnity ;    that  they  might  go  with  the 

greateft  propriety,  and  in  perfeft  fecurity ; 

for,  as  yet,  they  were  not  public  charac- 

ten,  nor  would  be  fo  in  his  life-time,  and 

confcquently  not  expofed  to  the  rage  and 

malice  of  the  Jews,  which  he  had  drawn 

upon  himfelf  by  expofing  their  vicious 

courfes.     He  therefore  advifes  them  to 

go,  giving   them   fome    hopes   that   he 

.  Ihould  follow  them.     This  he  afterwards 

did,  privately :  for  although  he  thought 

itneceflary  to  fulfil  the  whole  Jewi(h  law, 

Nn  2  wiidom 
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wifdom  and  prudence  were  very  confpi- 
cuous  in  his  obedience,  in  fuffering  the 
heat  of  perfecution  to  cool  a  little  before 
he  made  his  appearance.  The  Jews,  who 
would  probably  have  endeavored  to  kill 
him,  had  he  gone  up  at  the  beginning  of 
the  feaft,  made  no  attempt  upon  him 
when  he  did  go.  In  this  condu3,  our 
Lord  exemplified  the  precept  which  he 
gave  to  his  difciples  :  "  Be  ye  wife  as  fer- 
"  pents,  and  harmlefs  as  doves."  We  are, 
certainly,  to  employ  every  fair  means  of 
fcreening  ourfelves  from  troubles  asd 
dangers,  and  to  guard  againfl  the  arti- 
fices of  defigning  people;  but  we  muft 
not  let  this  exceed  a  prudent  care,  Bor 
come  in  competition  with  our  duty :  for 
"  What  would  it  advantage  a  man,  tho' 
"  he  fhould  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
"  lofe  his  own  foul  !" 

11.  Then  the  Jews   fought  him  at 
"  the  feaft,  and  faid.  Where  is  he? 
"  12.  And  there  was  much  murmur- 

"ing 
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*ing  anMHig    the    people,    concerning 
**  him  ;   fbr.  fome   faid,   He  is   a  good 

man :   others   faid,   Nay ;  but  he  de- 
"ceiveth  the  people. 

13.  Howbeit,  no  man  fpake  openly 

of  him  for  fear  of  the  Jews." 


u 


u 


Although  a  great  part  of  the  Jews  were 
determined  upon  the  deftruftion  of  our 
blefled  Lord,  yet,  amongft  the  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  people  by  which  he  was  fre- 
quently furrounded,  his  miracles  had 
gained  him  a  number  of  adherents.  The 
fear,  however,  of  their  rulers,  who  were 
declaredly  hoftile  to  him,  prevented  his 
friends  from  openly  acknowledging  him 
in  their  prefence. 

"  14.  Now,  about  the  midft  of  the 
'  fcaft,  Jefus  went  up  into  the  Temple, 
*  and  taught. 

*•  15.  And  the  Jews  marvelled,  faying, 
'  How  knoweth  this  man  letters,  having 
^  never  learned  ?" 

The 
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The  priefts,  knowing  that  our  bleffed 
Saviour  had  never  fat  as  a  difciple  at  the 
feet  of  the  doftors,  nor  been  educated  m 
their  fchools,  were  naturally  aftonifhed 
at  the  great  knowledge  of  their  law  which 
he  difcovered  when  he  taught  in  the  Tem- 
ple, and  which,  had  they  not  been  wilfully 
blind,  mufl  have  excited  their  attention 
and  refpeft  to  fo  extraordinary  a  cha- 
rafter. 

"  16.  Jefus  anfwered  them  and  faid, 
**  My  doftrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that 
*^  fent  me. 

"  17.  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
**  (hall  know  of  the  doclrine,  whether  it 
"  be  of  God,  or  whether  1  fpeak  of  myfelf. 

"  18.  He  that  fpeaketh  of  him'felf,  feek- 
"  eth  his  own  glory  :  but  he  that  feeketh 
"  his  glory  that  fent  him,  the  fame  is  true, 
**  and  no  unrighteoufnefs  is  in  him." 

Thofe  who  really  believed  that  Jefus 
was  the  Son  of  God,  could  not  fuppofe 
he  flood  in  need  of  earthly  knowledge,  as 

that 
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lat  faith  would  teach  them  that  he  knew  - 
very  thing  both  in  Heaven  and  earth. 
L  portion  of  this  heavenly  knowledge 
e  a/terwards  condefcended  to  beftow  on 
re  apoftles,  for  the  propagation  of  his 
>rpel ;  particularly  in  the  gift  of  tongues : 
very  wonderful,  but  neceffary  gift  to 
lofc  wiio  were  to  teach  all  nations.  By 
[lis  they  wSre  not  only  enabled  to  fpread 
be  Chri/lian  religion  throughout  the 
'orld,  but,  being  publicly  and  miracu- 
>ufly  conferred  upon  them,  it  produced 
3  great  an  effeft,  that  no  lefs  than  three 
houfand  fouls  were  converted  by  St.  Pe- 
er^s  firft  fermon. 

"  19.  Did  not  Mofes  give  you  the  law, 

*  and  yet  none  of  you  keepeth  the  law  ? 

*  Why  go  ye  about  to  kill  me  ? 

"  20.  The  people  anfwered  and  faid, 
^  Thou  haft  a  devil :  who  goeth  about  to 
-kiUthee? 

*2i.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
**  them,  I  have  done  one  work,  and  ye  all 
^  inarvel. 

'*  22.  Mofes, 


sSn      THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

"  22.  Mofes,  therefore,  gave  unto  you 
"  circumcifion,  (not  becaufe  it  is  of  Mofcs, 
''  but  of  the  fathers,)  and  ye  on  the  fab* 
"  bath-day  circumcife  a  man  : 

"  23.  If  a  man  on  the  fabbath-day  re- 
•*  ceive  circumcifion,  that  the  law  of  Mo- 
"  fes  (hould  not  be  broken,  are  ye  angry 
"  at  me,  becaufe  1  have  made  a  man  every 
"  whit  whole  on  the  fabbath-day  ? 

"  24.  Judge  not  according  to  the  ap- 
"  pearance,  but  judge  righteous  judge- 
''  ment." 

Had  the  healing  a  man  on  the  (abbath* 
day  been,  in  reality,  a  violation  of  the 
law,  could  it  be  deemed  a  crime  worthy 
of  death  ?  If  this  had  been  the  punilh- 
ment  attached  to  the  breach  of  the  Mofaic 
law,  miferable  indeed  would  have  been 
the  Rate  of  the  Jews,  at  that  period  ;  they 
being  all  negligent  of  their  duty,  in  fome 
points  or  other. 

By  a  perfon's  having  a  devil,  or  being 
poffeffed  with  a  devil,  was  fometimes  meant 
that  he  was  mad,  or  deprived  of  reafon ; 

and 
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1  this  fcnfe  it  feems  to  be  here  ufed. 
le  people  were  ignorant  of  the  de- 
jf  the  priefts  to  put  our  Lord  to 
they  muft  have  thought  him  befide 
f,  when  he  accufed  them  of  enter- 
T  fo  horrid  a  crime.  As  the  rite  of 
ncifion  was  perfornied  on  the  eighth 
without  regard  to  the  fabbath,  why 
i  the  Jews  have  marvelled  or  been 
a/ed  that  our  Lord  took  the  fame 
^  with  that  day  for  the  purpofe  of 
ing  a  poor,  fufFcring  fellow-creature  ! 
i  which  every  unprejudiced  perfon 
lave  applauded  :  mercy  being  ever 
endant  on  true  piety.  But  the  faft 
our  blefled  Saviour  had  offended 
I  their  traditions ;  which  they  pre- 
1  to  be  of  equal  force  with  the  law 
and  to  be  obferved  with  equal  vene- 


5.  Then  faid  fome  of  them  of  Jeru- 
m.  Is  not  this  he  whom  they  feek  to  kill  ? 

6.  But  lo,  he  fpeaketh  boldly,  and 
f  fay   nothing  unto  him.    Do  the 

O  o  "  rulers 
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"  rulers  know  indeed  that  this  is  the  very 
•'  Chrift  ? 

"  27.  Howbeit,  we  know  this  man 
'.*  whence  he  is  :  but  when  Chrift  cometh, 
"  no  man  knoweth  whence  he  is." 

The  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem;  though 
better  informed  of  the  defigns  of  our 
Lord's  enemies  than  thofe  of  other  parts, 
yet,  feeing  that  he  was  permitted  uninter- 
ruptedly to  teach  in  the  Temple,  began 
to  conceive  that  the  priefts  had  become 
converts,  and  allowed  him  to  be  the  very 
chrift :  they,  however,  declare  themfelves 
of  a  different  opinion ;  and,  probablyi 
grounded  their  dift)elief  on  the  prophecy 
of  Ifaiah,  (chapter  liii.  verfe  8.)  *'  Who 
"  (hall  declare  his  generation.**  This  I 
conceive  (hould  be  underftood,  of  our 
bleffed  Lord's  eternal  generation :  and  if 
fo,  it  will  be  readily  allowed,  that  no  one 
can  declare  it.  Had  not  the  Jews,  cither 
through  wilful  ignorance,  or  to  anfwer 
their  own  purpofes,  wrefted  the  obvious 
meaning  of  many  of  the  prophecies  in  the 

Old 
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Old  Teftament  refpefting  the  mefliah, 
they  could  not  have  withheld  their  faith 
in  him. 


€€ 


"  28.  Then  cried  Jefus  in  the  Temple 
as  he  taught,  faying.  Ye  both  know  me 
'*  and  ,yc  know  whence  I  am  :  and  I  am 
*•  not  come  of  myfelf,  but  he  that  fent  me 
**  is  true,  whom  ye  know  not. 

''  29.  But  I  know  him  :  for  I  am  from 
^  him,  and  he  hath  fent  me.'' 

Thofe  who  rejefted  Chrift  Jefus,  knew 
not  God  the  Father;  though  they  pre- 
fumed  to  call  themfelves,  '  his  peculiar 
•  people  !'  Such  knowledge  would  have 
dire^d  them  to  his  Son,  whom  he  fent 
to  be  the  mediator  and  faviour  of  the 
whole  world. 

**30.  Then  they  fought  to  take  him: 
**  but  no  man  laid  hands  on  him,  becaufe 
*•  his  hour  was  not  yet  come. 

"31.  And  many  of  the  people  believ- 

••  ed  on  him,  and  (aid.  When  Chrift  com- 

Ooa  "eth. 
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"  etb,  will  he  do  more  miracles  than  thdc 
"  which  this  man  hath  done  ?'* 

Times  and  Feafons  belong  to  God ;  and 
the  hour  which  he  had  appointed  for  the 
facrifice  of  his  only-begotten  Son,  was 
not  yet  arrived.  Many  of  the  people 
now  believed  on  him,  and  others  who 
ftill  wavered,  yet  feeing  the  miracles  he 
performed,  were  convinced  that  he  muft 
be  fome  great  prophet,  and  doubted  whe- 
ther Ohrift  himfelf  could  perform  greater. 

*  "32.  The  Pharifees  heard  that  the  peo- 
"  pie  murmured  fuch  things  concembg 
*'  him ;  and  the  Pharifees  and  the  chief 
"  priefls  fent  officers  to  take  him/' 

From  the  favorable  difpofitions  which 
the  people  began  to  fhew  towards  him, 
the  rulers  of  the  Jews  became  alarmed, 
left  both  their  traditions  and  themfelves 
{hould  fall  into  contempt,  were  our  Sa- 
viour longer  fuffered  to  preach  and  in- 
ftruft  the  people;  they  therefore  deter- 
mined 
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mined  to  lofe  no  time  in  carrying  their 
pre-concerted  plan  into  execution. 

"  33'  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  them.  Yet  a 
"  Utile  while  am  I  with  vou,  and  then  I 
^  go  unto  him  that  fent  me. 

•*  34.  Ye  (hall  feek  me,  and  fhall  not 
*•  fkid  mc :  and  where  I  am,  thither  ye 
**  cannot  come." 

Our  Lord  here  points  out  to  them,  that 
if  they  now  rejefted  his  offered  grace, 
they  {hould  hereafter  fqek  it  in  vain ;  and 
that  a  long  and  obftinate  refufal  might 
provoke  him  to  withdraw  his  offers,  when 
their  fearch  after  him  would  be  fruitlefs. 

Arc  we  not  in  equal,  nay,  greater  dan- 
ger, if  we  do  not  make  the  befl  ufe  in  our 
power  of  that  grace  which  is  offered  us  ? 

«*  35.  Then  faid  the  Jews  among  them- 

*•  felves.  Whither  will  he  go  that  we  fhall 

**  not  find  him  ?  will  he  go  unto  the  dif- 

*•  perfed  among  the  Gentiles,  and  teach 

••  the  Gentiles? 
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"  36-  What  manner  of  faying  is  thistliat 
«  he  faid,  Ye  (hall  feek  me  and  (hall  not 
*'  find  me  ?  and.  Where  I  am^  thither  ye 
"  cannot  come  ?" 

The  Jews  were  very  much  at  a  I0& 
to  underftand  our  Lord  s  meaning,  in  de- 
claring they  could  not  follow  whither  he 
was  going  ;  it  could  only  be  amongft  the 
Gentiles,  they  thought :  that  being  ftrifl- 
ly  forbidden  by  their  law.  The  very  fup- 
pofition,  proves  that  they  had  formed 
improper  notions  of  him,  and  concdvcd 
that  he  would  difregard  the  law  of  Mofe 
whenever  it  fuited  his  convenience  to  do  (a 

"  37.  In  the  laft  day,  that  great  day  of 
*'  the  feaft,  Jefus  flood  and  cried,  faying,  If 
•'  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  unto  mc 
"  and  drink. 

"  38.  He  that  believeth  on  me  as  the 
•'  fcripture  hath  faid,  out  of  his  belly  fliall 
"  flow  rivers  of  living  water. 

"  39.  (But  this  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit, 
"  which  they  that  believe  on  him  fbould 

*'  receive: 
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'  receive :  for  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  not  yet 
^  given,  becaufe  that  Jefus  was  not  yet 
'  glorificdj" 

This  addrefs  to  the  people  at  the  feaft 
vas  fimilar  to  that  which  our  bleffed  Lord 
f  oacVifafed  to  the  woman  of  Samaria.  He 
:ells  them,  to  apply  to  him  for  the  holy 
Tpirit :  which  here,  as  in  the  former  cafe, . 
s  defcribed  under  the  figure  of  living 
Mrater.  None  could,  however,  receive  it, 
accept  thro'  faith  in  him.  The  apoflles 
ftood  greatly  in  need  of  this  confolation 
to  look  forward  to  ;  as  nothing  lefs  could 
have  at  all  reconciled  them  to  the  thought 
of  parting  with  their  bleffed  Mafter, 

**  40.  Many  of  the  people,  therefore, 
**  when  they  heard  this  faying,  faid,  Of  a 
•*  troth,  this  is  the  prophet. 

"41.  Others  faid,  This  is  the  Chrift.  But 
•*  feme  faid,  ShallChrift  come  out  of  Galilee? 

The  Jews  having  been  without  a  pro- 
phet, from  the  time  of  Malachi  to  that  of 

John 
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John  the  Baptift,  might  well,  upon  the 
appearance  of  one  fo  eminent,  think  he 
was  that  prophet  whom  they  hourly  ex- 
pefted :  but  fome  of  them  did  not  know 
that  Chrift  was  born  in  Beth-lehem,  accord- 
ing to  the  prophecy  of  Micah,  (chap.  v. 
ver.  2.):  "  But  thou,  Beth-lehemEphratah, 
"  though  thou  be  little  among  the  thou- 
"  fands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  (hall  he 
"  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  the  rukt 
"  in  Ifrael ;  whofe  goings  forth  have  been 
''from  of  old,  from  everlafting."  They 
thought  him  a  Galilean,  and  rejeded  him 
upon  that  account. 

"  42.  Hath  not  the  Scripture  faid.  That 
"  Chrift  Cometh  of  the  feed  of  David,  and 
"  out  of  the  town  of  Beth-lehem,  where 
"  David  was  ? 

"  43.  So  there  was  a  divifion  among  the 
"  people  becaufe  of  him. 

"  44.  And  fome  of  them  would  have 
"  taken  him ;  but  no  man  laid  hands  on 
"  him." 


Ib 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.        tgi 

In  a  mixed  multitude,  let  the  merits  of 

any  per/on  be  ever  fo  great,  there  will 

always  be  found  thofe  who,  either  through 

intereft,  envy,  or  fome  other  caufe,  will 

take  part  againft  him.  Modefty  and  filence 

are,  in  moll  cafes,  the  beft  means  by  which 

their  unjuft  perfecutions  may  be  oppofed. 

In  iht  prefem  cafe  thefe  people  might  eafily 

have  informed   themfelves,   would   they 

have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire,  that 

the  obje6lion  they  took  up,  was  without 

feundation ;  and  that  the  prophecy  before 

ftcited  had  been  literally  accompliflied  in 

Chrift  Jefus :  but,  fatisfied  with  any  plea, 

however  frivolous,  they  would  have  feized 

upon  the  perfon  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  had 

they  not  been  withheld   by  a  fuperior 

power. 

''45.  Then  came  the  officers  to  the 
"  chief  priefts  and  Pharifees,  and  they  faid 
**  unto  them.  Why  have  ye  not  brought 
''him? 

•*  46.  The  officers  anfwered.  Never  man 
*'  fpakc  like  this  man. 

P  p  ''  47.  Then 
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"  47.  Then  anfwered  them  the  Phari- 
•'  fees,  Are  ye  alfo  deceived  ? 

"  48.  Have  any  of  the  rulers,  or  of  tk 
«•  Pharifees,  believed  on  him  ? 

''  49.  But  this  people^  who  knowetk 
'^  not  the  law,  are  curfed.'' 

It  is  plain  that  the  officers  were  cbanned 
with  our  Lord's  difcourfe,  fince  they  did 
not  plead  fear  of  the  people  in  excufe  for 
returning  without  him,  but  merely  the  et 
fe6l  which  his  words  had  produced  oil 
them.  This  flung  the  Pharifees,  vAa 
were  both  their  teachers  and  rulers,  to  thf 
quick.  So  fudden  an  attachment,  and 
that  amongft  their  own  dependants,  was 
very  alarming,  and  made  them  detenninCi 
at  all  events,  to  crufh  it  before  it  gained 
further  ground.  They  therefore  fpakc 
with  contempt  of  the  people,  for  their  ig* 
norance  and  credulity ;  intimating,  that 
had  there  been  any  truth  in  the  doc- 
trines preached  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  they,  who 
were  fo  intimately  verfed  in  the  law  and 
the  prophets,  would  have  been  his  firft 

converts- 
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coftyerts:  and  fo  they  muft  have  been, 

had  not  intereft,  envy,  and  pride,  blinded 

their  eyes  to  the  truth.    In  their  zeal, 

they  fcem  to  have  forgotten,  that  if  their 

chaige  of  ignorance  againfl  the  people 

Were  true,  the  fault  was  their  own,  whofe 

duty  it  was  to  have  in(lru6led  them  ih 

thekw. 

"  5a  Nicodemus  faith  unto  them,  (ho 
"*  that  came  to  Jefus  by  night,  being  one  of 
^them,) 

"  51.  Doth  our  law  judge  any  man  be* 
^'  fore  it  hear  him,  and  know  what  he 
•docth? 

*•  52.   They  anfwered  and  faid  unto 

*  him,  Art  thou  alfo  of  Galilee  ?  Search, 

*  and  look :  for  out  of  Galilee  arifeth  no 

*  prophet. 

"53-  And  every  man  went  unto  his 
^  own  houfe." 

We  are  pleafed,  for  the  honor  of  hu- 

nian  nature,  to  find  one  amongft  this  de^i* 

tefiable  band,  poiFefled  of  feniiments  of 

Pp  2  juftice 
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juftice  and  humanity  ;  yet  we  cannot  hat 
lament,  that  fear  of  his  fellow  judges,  and 
the  apprehenfion  of  drawing  on  himfdf 
their  general  cenfure,  prevented  his  en- 
tering as  fully  into  the  defence  of  oar 
bleffed  Lord  as  the  converfations  hehad 
had  with  him  feem  to  have  enabled  him 
to  have  done.  Nicodemus  appears  to 
have  had  a  good  heart,  and  a  judgment 
open  to  conviction;  but  to  have  wanted 
flrength  of  mind  to  purfue  the  truth  at 
the  ex  pence  of  his  perfonal  intereft  and 
reputation.  His  obfervation  was  fo  juft, 
that  it  left  his  brethren  no  room  for  re- 
ply :  as  it  is  a  principle,  not  only  of  the 
Jewifli  law  but  of  the  law  of  every  civi- 
lized country  in  the  world,  not  to  con- 
demn a  perfon  accufcd,  till  he  has  been 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Poole  obferves,  that  they  were  mifiaken 
in  afTcriing  that  no  prophet  came  out  of 
Galilee  ;  as  both  Xahum  and  Jonah  were 
of  the  tribe  of  Zabulon,  to  whofe  lot  Ga- 
lilee fell.  It  feems  fcarcely  pollible  that 
^  the  chief  prieils  and  Pharifees  fliouldhavc 

been 
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been  ignorant  of  this  dircumftance ;  or  of 
the  real  place  of  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour. 
It  feeiDS  more  probable  that,  depending 
upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  they 
afleited  whatever  falfehoods  they  judged 
moft  likely  to  anfwer  their  purpofe  ;  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  prejudice 
wVKhfccms  to  have  fubfifted  amongll  the 
Jews  againft  the  Galileans,  to  have  wiflied 
to  imprefs  upon  their  minds,  that  Chrift 
was  a  native  of  that  part,  and  confe- 
qncndy  unworthy  of  attention.  Of  this 
prqudice,  we  have  a  ftriking  proof  in  a 
former  chapter  of  this  gofpel ;  where  Na- 
thaniel fays,  "  Can  there  any  good  thing 
"  come  out  of  Nazareth  ?"  Nazareth  being 
in  Galilee.  The  chief  priells  and  Pha- 
rifees  feem  to  have  ftudied  the  Scriptures, 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  perverting  and 
^telling  them  to  their  own  interefted 
^s :  a  practice  which  has,  I  fear,  been 
^00  much  followed  by  fome  of  our  mo- 
dern Infidels.  Let  us  purfue  a  different 
P^,  and  ftudy  them  as  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring 
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quiring  that  knowledge  which  leadeth  to 
cverlafling  life.  Let  us  adore  the  goodnefi, 
mercy,  and  loving-kindnefs  of  God ;  who 
has  aifured  us,  that,  if  we  feek  him  faith- 
fully^ we  (hall  find  him. 

Grant  us  grace,  O  heavenly  Father*,  fb 
to  read  and  digeft  the  holy  Scriptures,  that 
we  may  make  them  the  rule  and  guide  of 
our  lives  and  a£lions,  for  the  {akeof  Jefus 
Chrift^  our  Lord !    Amen* 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  TUE  TWELFTH. 


IT.  JOHN,  CHAP.  VnU 


1.  T  E  S  U  S  went  unto  the  mount  of 
%3    Olives. 
**  2.  And  early  in  the  morning  he  came 

*  again  into  the  Temple,  and  all  the  peo- 
^  pie  came  unto  him :  and  he  fat  down 

*  and  taught  them." 

Our  bleffed  Lord  was  early  at  the  Tern* 
pk:  his  whole  time  upon  earth  was  fpent 
^  the  work  of  man's  redemption;  with 
^Wch  he  never  fuffered  any  indulgence 
^f  his  human  nature  to  interfere :  furely, 
*^,  he  has  a  right  to  expeft  of  us  an 
^^al  attention  to  our  own  welfare^  and 

that 
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that  we  fhould  make  the  bed  ufe  of  the 
time  allowed  us  to  work  out  our  own  fal- 
vat  ion.     I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  this  is 
the  cafe :  but,  I  fear,  it  is   too  general  a 
praftice  to  indulge  in  floth,  on  the   day 
particularly  fet  apart  for  divine  worfhip 
and  the  care  of  our  fouls,  than  on  any 
other.      The  lead  fatal   confequence  of 
this  is,  that  we  hurry  to  the  houfe  of  God, 
with  mind^  very  unfit  to  prefent  ourfelves 
before  the  throne  of  that  Being,  who  h 
not  fatisficd  with  lip-worfhip,  but  requires 
the  worfhip  of  the  fpirit.     It  is,  moreover, 
frequently  made  an  excufe  for  abfenting 
ourfelves   altogether;   or  for  going  too 
late,  by  which  we  not  only  difturb  the 
devotions  of  others,  but  lofe  the  benefit 
of  a  part  of  the  fervice,  as  material,  if  not 
more  fo,  than  any  other.     The  Exhorta- 
tion, which  forms  the  firfl:  part  of  our 
church  fervice,  is  well  calculated  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  thofe  difpofitions  fo  effential 
to  true  devotion  :   this   is  naturally  fol- 
lowed by  an  open  and  public  avowal  of 
our  offences ;  after  which,  the  prieft  af- 

furcs 
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furcs  us,  on  the  authority  of  God  himfelf^ 

in  the  Abfolution,  that,  if  we  have  been 

(incere  in  our  repentance  and  faith,  we 

fland  pardoned  and  abfolved  of  our  fins. 

The  comfort  of  this  abfolution  to  a  truly* 

pious  and  devout  mind,  confcious  that  it 

has  Mfilled  the  conditions  required,  is  fo 

great,  that  one  would  think  it  is  a  part  of 

the  fcrvkc  which,  above  all  others,  Chrif- 

tiaiis  wouJd  wi(h  to  be  prefent  at. 

Ltt  me  entreat  of  my  readers  who  may 

i    have  £dlen  into  this  error,  to  give  it  their 

^    ferious  confideration,  and  to  make  it  a 

rule  of  their  conduft  to  rife  early  on  the 

Lord's  day,  that  they  may  have  time  to 

prqaie  their  minds  for  the  great  duty 

Acy  arc  about  to  perform. 

People  generally  wifti  to  appear  dreffed 

^  the  moft  decent  manner  they  can,  when 

^^cy  go  to  church ;  and  this  is  right :  but 

i    *ight  they  not  to  be  equally  folicitous 

*l>out  the  clothing  of  their  fouls,  when 

Drought  into  the  more  immediate  prefence 

^f  their  Maker  ?     Having  before  endea- 

^^^cd  to  point  out  the  neceflity  of  public  as 
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well  as  private  worfhip,  I  (hall  here  mcrc* 
ly  obferve,  that,  although  we  may  be  ever 
fo  veil  acquainted  vith  our  duty,  yet  fuch 
is  the  unfteadinefs  of  our  tiatune,  that  yn 
cannot  be  too  often  reminded  of  it.  God 
requires  aHive  virtues  to  make  us  accept;- 
able  to  him  :  good  work«;  mull  be  united 
with  faith ;  for  though  falvation  is  pio- 
mifed  through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
yet  it  is  promifed  upon  the  conditions  of 
love  and  obedience ;  and  whoever  re}e£U 
the  terms  mud  abide  the  coniequenoes. 

Idlenef^,  either  of  body  or  mind,  was 
i>cver  intended  for  man  :  he  cannot^ 
it  is  true,  with  all  his  art  and  induC* 
try^  form  the  fmalleft  herb,  or  make  a 
flalk  of  corn  to  grow  in  the  field :  fiich 
power  belongs  to  God  alone :  but  fliall 
we  therefore  fay  that  the  labor  of  thehuf- 
bandman  is  unneceflary  ?  The  Almighty 
in  his  wifdom  has  ordained  nxaft  to  Kvi& 
by  his  own  induflry:  when  he  has  |M> 
formed  the  pan  allotted  for  htm,  k  be- 
comes  his  duty  to  beg  God*s  bleffing  oft 
the  work  of  hti  hands.    As  well  might  we 

expe^ 


I 


THE  LIFE  AND  DL\7Hf 

I 

ts  private  m>Hhip,  I  fliailktii 
^ne,  that,  although  wetarji 
acqoiinted  vith  our  (lir.r5i| 
mfleadinefs  of  our  Mirai| 
be  too  often  remindfdi'.tf 
5  aftive  virtues  lo  rwifiR 
him:  good  work? mil «^ 
iih  ;  for  though  falvaosij 
hroughtherr.erit^ofJe^K 
jpromiTed  upon  the  a«cr| 
i  obedience;  and  u-hofrj 
srouft  abide  the  foni(?*l 
r«,  either  of  body  or  Dti 
tended   for  man :  ^^ 
P    with  all  his  art  a*^ 
,\he  (rr^^^lefi  k!bM 

,^/ayrhatthefaM^ 
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expe£k  fallov  ground  to  produo 
tiful  barveft,  a3  that  we  can  < 
crown  of  glory  in  our  Lord's  ] 
without  laboring  in  his  vineyard, 
caie,  God  has  been  pkafed  to  p 
the  way  by  which  we  may  atuin 
jcft  in  view,  and  graciouliy  proi 
blcfling  on  our  endeavors. 


**3.  And  the  Scribes   and  ] 

brought  unto  him  a  woman 

adohcry:  and  when  ihey  had  i 

themidft, 

"4.  They  fay  unto  him.  Ma 

woman  was  taken  in  adultery 

veryaa. 

"  5.  Now  Mofes  in  the  law  con 

us^ihaifuchihouldbeliuncd: 

feycft  ibou  ? 

'•  6.  This  ihey  faid,  tempting  1 

"^  might  have  to  accufe  hi 

Jtlus  ftoopcd  dow^n,  and  with  1 

wrote  on  the  ground^  as  th 

i«»d  them  not." 

Qq2 


/ 
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The  oflFence  of  the  woman  was  of  (b 
heinous  a  nature,  being  a  dired  breach  of 
a  pofiu;(e  commandment  of  God,  and  ia 
its  confequences  fo  fatal  to  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  fociety,  that  the  Jewifh  law 
had  affixed  to  it  the  punifhment  of  death; 
Her  accufers,  therefore,  knowing  the  be- 
nignity and  humanity  of  our  Lord's  dif^ 
pofuion,  thought  this  a  good  opportunity 
of  entrapping  him  to  give  fome  order  re- 
fpefling  her,  contrary  to  the  feverity  of 
their  law,  which  might  afford  them  a  ground 
of  accufation  againft  him.  Our  Lord^ 
reply  not  only  defeated  this  infidious  pur- 
pofe,  but  made  their  malice  recoil,  in 
fliame  and  confufion,  on  themfelves, 

"  7.  So  when  they  continued  afking 
'•'  him,  he  lifted  up  himfelf  and  faid  untd 
•*  them.  He  that  is  without  fin  among  you, 
•'  let  him  firft  caft  a  ftone  at  her. 

'*  8.  And  again  he  (looped  doMm  and 
*'  wrote  on  the  ground. 

"9.  And  they  which  heard  it,  being 
^'  conviQed  by  their  own  confcience,  went 

**out 
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^  out  one  by  one,  beginning  at  the  eldell^ 
♦•  even  onto  the  laft :  and  Jefus  was  left 
'^  alon^  and  the  woman  (landing  in  the 
^  midfl. 

**  la  When  Jefus  had  lifted  up  himfelf, 
^  and  law  none  but  the  woman,  he  faid 
••  umolieT^  Woman,  where  are  thofe  thine 
^'  accafinrs  ?  hath  no  man  condemned 
'•thcc? 

**  !!•  She  faid.  No  man,  Lord.  And 
•*  Jefus  faid  unto  her.  Neither  do  I  con* 
^  denm  thee :  go,  and  fin  no  more." 

In  the  execution  of  malefa6lors,  under 
the  Jewifli  law,  the  hands  of  the  witnefles 
\itTe  to  be  the  firft  laid  upon  the  criminal: 
oar  blefled  Saviour,  therefore,  fulfilled  the 
law  of  Mofes  in  this  refpe6l,  by  calling  on 
any  one  who  chofe  to  {land  forth  as  her 
accufer,  to  •  caft  the  firft  ftone  at%er ;  but 
this  he  coupled  with  fuch  a  condition,  as 
made  the  mod  hardened  of  them  Qirink 
iiDin  the  hateful  office. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  our  Lord, 
who  was  purity  itfelf^  and  in  whom  was  no 

{hadow 
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fliadow  of  gaik,  mnft  have  regarded^  die 
crime  of  ihts  woman  with  that,  degxecof 
horror  it  would  naturally  txmc.  yrfi  fee- 
ing, as  we  may  fuppofe,  repentance  in  the 
heart  of  ike  criminal,  he  lArifhrd  to:  give 
Imt  an  opportunity  of  vepencing  of  hcrfin, 
and  of  provii^  by  her  future  coodiiA  the 
fiocerity  of  her  contrition ;  he  wiflbrdhhe> 
wife  to  check  that  malice  which  alooe  ao 
tuated  her  accufen  to  bring  her  to  punifli* 
mem,  irvi^ead  of  the  omly  jujlsfiablr  i»o- 
tive — that  of  affording -an  exajople^  iD^« 
ter  others  from  the  commiflion  of  fimilar 
crimes.      And  here  we  have  a  very  Jt- 
markable  iniUnce  of  the  [>ower  of  cod* 
icience,  eveti  in  men  who  are  far  gone 
in  vice:  the  appeal  was  too  fsKidea  and 
direA,  to  be  parried.     Examine  vptII  yom 
Ofm  beans ;  lee  if  you  h^ve  not,  at  fome 
time  or  <fther  of  your  lives,  been  gaiiry  of  • 
M  great,  or  at  leaft  of  otlier  crimes,  and 
perhaps  witliO»ut  equai  tencipcations  :   are 
you  lure  that,  if  placed  in  a  fimslar  fitu^ 
a«ion,  you  fhould  have  refiOed  more  than 
fee  did?    Be,  then,  candid  to  the  OEfifenoei 

of 
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^  a  nzr.  IPC"  ;i^?"*.-nt  of  others.     The  triumph  of  con 

r-'  'j-:->  -rruiz  »-s  ■':?  was,  on  this  occafion,  complete:  the 

j_  ■fc,-_ :  riv-ra  v  f  -  -  ''^o  Iwl.  we  may  fuppore,  moft  fin? 

I  fwer  for,  retired  firll ;  and  the  oth 

---tal.  he  vj  •:  lowed,  till  no  one  remained  to  acci 

^  ^'cinz^rrn::^  Would  to. God  that  none  tool 


>t  T  •    -:-■  '  "•" 


__1.^--  ^  j^7  i\rr»-5'  thcmfelyes  to  judge  others,  but  tha 

fi'^-  a-irr:.  ■^-  -»*  *^^*'^  ^"^  examination,  were  pron. 

*^^_^,*'' ..,.  _.,  ;*  .::.•;  by  their  confcience  qualified  for  the 

-'  .-  i-j»-^:'  *^  "'ouW  fcandal,  detra^ion,  ar 

"V    ...-.-*  ot- b^*  'P^*™gr*ofe  great  difturbers  of th. 

'^'*'  r,,r.o-  -  f-j:?'  °^  ^^*^^y»  **e  toially  driven  from  c 


bitaiioos,  and  their  places  fuppl 

^.     ^,..  ;:i,:>f     <^'*^"|}'.«>ercy,andhumaiiiity. 

■^•'*|^  ^  ^  ^j'  .^.  ^nr?        It  is  noiaew  remark,  that  the  m 

"'^■'*'*^"_J.  V  a-  r  •      ^^  P^«  in  their  own  condua 

^'•'''    *^^^  .^.v-ije'     *««  pione  to  ceniure  their  neig^i 

.^      wmlft  thofe  who  indulge  ihemfc 


c 


; .    -  ^x:5fi''  ^^7  ^'oc  to  which  iheiF  paffions 

••  '< '  ^'  ■ .'"'  S-^:  crx^*  *^"^y  'he  frailties  of  their  felloAV-crc 

-  -"  '- '  *"  "  .   .  ^j^ :;  •  y  ^^^»  howevt  r.  remonber  that,  in 

>-^    "^  •  ^      ,^\  j5*'  '"§  another,  they  pats  fentence  upoi 

-  -     ■    •''*'"'Jrt:':--  ^*'^' «*tho*their crimes  fhould ha] 

I  :^<  --  ■■^' '  1'!/:* i<  **' ^«  different  nature.    Is  it  not  J 
3c- 13^-^ 
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that  man,  who  flands  in  need  of  hcNirty 
pardon  from  his  Creator,  (without  wfaicb 
he  muft  be  fubjeft  to  eternal  miieryji  (bould 
be  fo  fevere  to  his  fellow-finners,  inftead 
of  endeavoring  to  reclaim  them?  yet  this 
we  fee  to  be  daily  the  cafe.  Let  us  con- 
trail this  with  the  condud  of  our  blefled 
Lord,  to  whom  we  ought  to  look  up  as  a 
pattern.  Having  (hewn  the  unhappy  wo- 
man the  full  extent  of  her  guilt,  bycx- 
poiing  her  to  the  fentence  of  the  Jaw  de- 
nounced againfl  her  crime,  when  her  ac- 
cufers,  ftung  by  their  own  confciences, 
had  withdrawn  their  profecutions,  he  re- 
minds her  of  the  punifhment  (he  had 
efcaped,  and  exhorts  her  to  lead  a  better 
.  life  in  future :  "  Go,  and  fin  no  more  :*  as 
if  he  had  faid.  Let  the  pafl  prove  a  wanv 
ing  to  you,  never  again  to  be  guihy  of  a 
breach  of  the  laws  of  your  God,  who  has 
now  (hewn  fuch  mercy  to  you  ;  keep  a 
ftrift  guard  over  all  your  thoughts,  words 
and  aftions,  and,  by  the  propriety  of 
your  future  conduft,  prove  the  fincerity 
of  your  repentance,  and  your  firm  deter- 
mination 
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that  ma.  vho  fiands  in  r.r.Trj 

pardon  from  his  Creator.  ..'•> 

he  rr.ufl  be  jlbject  to  eterr.a:r:.'.. 

be  fo  revere  to  his  fellow-:;:^: 

of  endeavoring  to  recialTi  ::.■  ';■ 

T.-e  fee  to  be  daily  the  ca;>.  f. 

-iraft  this  viih  the  conducir^' 
Xord,  10  vhomveoug'mtJfJi- 
pauein.     Having  fne-.>nthf.:T 
Ln  fhe  full  extent  ol  her?:- 
po/Jn^^ertotheremence.-; 

Lncedagainahercnm.;': 
nfers    ftung  by  their  ov>n.> 

•'-d^    her   of  the  pun.  ™^^: 
*^  never  again  to  kjv 

i  guard  over         ^^^    j^. 
future  cond"*  P  ^,. 
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minatioQ  to  adhere  invariabl 
of  virtue,  that  others  who  ms 
like  yourfelf,  may,  by  the* 
viGble  in  your  life^  be  indu 
your  good  example. 

"12.  Thenfpakejefus  ags 
"  faying,  I  am  the  light  of  t 
"  that  followeih  me  (hall  not 
''  nels,  but  (hall  have  the  lig 

*'  13.  The  Pharifees,  thert 
**  to  him,  Thou  beared  recc 
"  thy  record  is  not  true. 

"14.  Jefus  anfwered  and  ( 
"  Though  I  bear  record  of  i 
•*  record  is  true :  for  I  kn 
**came,  and  whither  I  go; 
''not  tell  whence  I  come, 

Simeon  foretold,  in  the 
tor  of  St.  Luke,  that  our 
(hould  be  "  a  light  to  lighte 
"  and  the  glory  of  his  ] 
Thofe  who  rejected  fuch 
Rr 
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courie,  walk  in  fpirkual  daricnefs :  it 
their  ivii&l  ignorance  of  wiience  he  cani^ 
and  whither  he  was  going,  that  made  then 
Kje£l  the  ircord  he  gave  of  himlelC 'S  the 
'  light  of  the  world.' 

^  15.  Ye  judge  after  the  fleCh  ;  I  judge 
"no  man. 

*'  16.  And  yet  if  I  judge,  my  fndgncnt 
"  is  true ;  for  I  am  not  alone,  bat  I  aid 
**  the  Father  that  fent  me. 

"*  17.  It  is  alfo  written  in  yovr  Iswi 
*'  that  the  teftimony  of  two  men  is  tive. 

'"  i8«  I  am  one  that  bear  witnefi  of 
"  myfelf,  and  tlie  Father  thaec  ient  me  bear- 
•  eih  witneft  of  rae." 

Chrid  here  points  out  to  them,  hf  a 

familiar  reference  to  their  own  law,  tikat 
they  ought  to  believe  in  him.  The  Fa- 
tJter  had  not  only  fMiblidy  declared  Idm, 
at  his  baptifm,  to  be  his  on1y<4>egottca 
Son,  but  gave  daily  oonfirmazidn  of 
it  in  the  wiiacles  he  performed,  wfaidi 
none  but  God  waiA  do^    here,  dwa, 

•were 
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•ICy  waii  in  /pirituaidaibi:i 
vrUM  jjgnoraoce  of  whoctki 
irhitfcer  he  was  going,  tkm 
the  trcord  he  gayeofl«4«{ 
:  o[  the  world.' 

r.  yejodgeiftBrthclli;:! 
•an. 

ue;  forlamaotalcnk 
father  tbsrt  fent  nt 

ft  is  lifo  ynifea  kf 
heteftiinonyofwonBi« 

I  am  one  thatbear**' 
-and  the  Father  tteM 

*       ^      r         "  I 

tnefe  ot  rae.  [ 

ht  to  i>«lw'  " 'tJil 
^,  »  ie  hi  M^ 

God  <xx^  *•■  •*< 


woe  two  mtgefSttr  vhkh  was 
Jewifti  bw  leqaiied  for  the  eftab 
of  a  M. 

"  19.  Then  faid  they  unto  him 
"11  thjr  Fatkci!^  jcfus  anfwe 
.**  Tffldicr  kBcrr  me,  nor  my  Fatbi 
•*  bad  known  mc,  yc  ftiould  hav< 
**  my  Father  alCx 

'*  20.  Thefe  words  fpake  Jefi 
"  Trcafury^  as  he  taught  in  the  ' 
*  and  DO  man  laid  hands  on  him 
"  hour  was  not  yet  come/' 

AU  our  Lord's  miracles  ] 
a^ed  to  convince  the  Scribes 
rifees  of  his  divine  origin :  they 
fifed  in  confidering  him  mere] 
fettrfjofeph;  to  whom,  from  his 
Di  Hfe,  tkcy  were  not  incline(J^|o  j 
^peft:  yet,  the  time  appoint 
Chrift  Ihould  be  delivered  into  iV 
not  being  yet  come,  they  could  0 
hifli  with  th€ir  tongues. 


Rr2 
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*'  21.  Then  faid  Jefus  again  unto  thcm^ 
*'  I  go  my  way,  and  ye  Qiall  feek  me,  and 
*'  (hall  die  in  your  fins :  whither  I  go^  ye 
**  cannot  come." 

Thofe  who  will  not  accept  of  profifered 
grace  and  pardon  when  held  out  to  dicm; 
run  great  rifques  that,  when  they  ly^ould 
feek  it,  it  may  be  too  late. 

•*  2B.  Then  faid  the  Jews,  Will  he  HI 
••himrelf?  becaufe  he  faith.  Whither  I 
**  go,  ye  cannot  come. 

•'  23.  And  he  faid  unto  them.  Ye  are 
^  from  beneath ;  I  am  from  above .:.  ye 
'*  are  of  this  world ;  1  am  not  of  this 
*'  w^orld.  .  . 

*'  24.  I  faid,  therefore,  unto  you.  That 
"  ye  (hall  die  in  your  fins  :  for; if  ye  hch 
"  lieve  not  t^at  1  am  he,  yc  fliall  cDe  in 
^*  your  fins." 

The  blindnefs  of  the  Jews,  as  to  the 
real  charafter  of  our  Saviour,  led  them 
into  the  moft  abfurd  and  contradiftory 

fuppofitioni 
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feppofitiohs /concerning:  him.!  Yet  one 
would,  have  thought  that,  ahhough  they 
withheld  their  belief  in  him,  they. had  had 
too  many  proofs  of  his  blamelefs  cohduft, 
his  piety,  and  ftrift  adherence  to  ihe  law, 
to  (uppofe  it  pofiible  he  could  entertain 
thc.idcfign  of  felf-murder :.  a  crime  not 
only  of  the  deepeft  die  as  it  refpefls  our 
duty  to  God,  but,  of  all  others,  the  mod 
fatal  toourielves,  by  cutting  us  off  frpm 
all  poflibility  of  repentaBce,  without  which 
die«6dfpel  gives  its  ho  hope  of  pardon. 

:Our  Saviour  then  condefcends  to  ex* 
plain,  to.  .them  .what,  .they  feemed  not  to 
have  underflood  ;  namely,  that  if,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  proofs  he  had  given 
thembf  his  divine  million,  (proofs  which 
could  not.  leave  a  doubt  in  any  mind 
which: really  fought  for  truth,)  they  ftill 
perfifted  in  their  obflinacy  and  difbelief, 
they  (hould  die  in  their  fins,  and,  con- 
iequently,  whither  he  went  they  could  not 
come;  or,  in  other  words,  they  could  have 
no  part  in  that  happinefs  which  he  of- 
fered to  thofe  who  believed  in  him* 

*'  25.  Then 
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^  25.  Then  faid  they  onto  him,  "WW 
^  art  thou?  And  Jefus  faith  unto  tkoa^ 
^  Even  the  (ame  that  I  faid  onto  jcm  bom 
^  the  beginning. 

^  26w  I  have  many  things  to  fay  mod  tc 
^  judge  of  you :  but  he  that  icai  me  is 
^true;  and  I  fpeak  to  the  Mratldthofc 
^  things  which  I  have  heard  of  hina. 

^  27.  They  underftood  iK>t  that  he 
^  fpake  to  them  of  the  Fathet. 

''  28.    Then    iaiid  Jefus    uma'  tiien^ 
*' When  ye  have  Ufted  np  the*  Son  of 
^  man,  then  fhall  ye  know  that  I  am  h^ 
^  and  that  1  do  nothing  of  myfelf }  hntai 
^  my  Father  hath  taught  roe,  I  (peak  ibeft 
^  thbgs. 

''  29.  And  he  that  fent  me  is  with  me; 
^  the  Father  hath  not  left  me  alone ;  far 
^  I  do  always  thofe  things  that  pieafe  him. 

'^  30.  As  he  fpake  thefe  word^  niaikf 
"  believed  on  hinu 

^  31.  Then  faid  Jefiis  to  thofe  Jewi 
^  which  believed  on  him.  If  ye  confttnoi 
^  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  dificipfas 
•*  indeed ; 

32.  And 


€€ 
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!  32.  And  ye  (hall  know  the  truth,  and 
ic  troth  Ihaii  make  you  free/' 

[f  the  Jews  would  have  properly  at« 
ded  CD  die  mflrudion  ofibred  to  them 
our  Lord,  6r  even  manifefted  an  in« 
latkm  to  receive  it^  he  would  have 
ntBied  di  the  errors  and  miftakes 
0  nfUch  they  had  been  led  by  the  tra- 
iom  of  (fietr  forefathers,  and  their  owa 
rverienefi,  refpe6ling  the  kingdom  of 
t  nefiah,  «  well  as  every  thing  rela- 
te to  Uofelf  neceflary  to  falvation;  but 
iding  them  too  »uch  influenced  by  pride 
id  c^ftinacy  to  accept  fo  gracious  an 
in;* Ik  warns  them  of  the  judgment,  or 
imihment,  they  were  to  expeft  at  his 
Uflk  Some,  however,  as  he  foretels, 
capedthts  dreadful  threat,  by  becoming 
lerlni  death  converts  to  all  thofe  divine 
oda  which  he  in  vain  offered  them  in 
s  life-time.  Amongft  the  multitude 
efeat»  there  were  many  upon  whom  this 
bdaiie  produced  its  proper  effefl^  and^ 
fixing  their  bdief  in  him^  iofuned  to 

them 
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them  his  gracious  promifes,  that  they 
(hould,  as  his  true  difciples,  be.  fully  in- 
ftruded  in  the  truth  ;  and  that  the  tnitk 
(hould  make  them  free ;  that  is,  deliver 
them  from  the  bondage  of  fin  in  which 
they  had  been  before  held. 

"  33*  They  anfwered  him.  We  be 
**  Abraham's  feed,  and  were  never  in 
^*  bondage  to  any  man :  how  fayeft  thou, 
*^  Ye  (hall  be  made  free? 

"  34-  Jefus  anfwered  them,  Verily,  vc- 
**  rily,  I  fay  unto  you,  Whofoever  com- 
"  mitteth  fin  is  the  fervant  of  fin. 

*'  35.  And  the  fervant  abideth  not  in 
*'  the  houfe  for  ever ;  but  the  Son  id>id€th 
•*  ever. 

.    "36.  If  the  Son,  therefore,  (hall  make 
"  you  free,  ye  fhall  be  free  indeed. 

"  37.  I  know  that  ye  are  Abraham's 
"  feed :  but  ye  feek  to  kill  me,  becaufe 
"  my  word  hath  no  place  in  .you. 

''  38.  I  fpeak  that  which  I  have  leen 
"  with  my  Father ;  and  ye  do  that  whkh 
"  ye  have  feen  with  your  father.'* 

This 
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This  boaft  of  the  Jews,  that  they  had 
Abraham  to  their  father,  only  ferved  to 
point  out  the  more  forcibly  their  own  de- 
pravity, in  afting  fo  contrary  to  the  bright 
example  he  had  fet  them.  A  profligate 
and  vicious  perfon,  who  fucceeds  to  the 
honoTS  of  a  long  and  noble  line  of  ancef- 
tors  whofe  names  and  charafters  have 
been  tranfmitted  down  with  unblemilhed 
luAre,  derives  no  title  to  refped  from  this 
accidental  circumftance ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  has  not  only  to  anfwer  for  his  own 
vicious  condu6l,  but  mud  blufh,  if  he  has 
any  fliamc  left,  whenever  he  is  addreflcd 
bv  a  name  which,  till  it  came  to  him,  had 
always  commanded  refpcd  and  veneration. 
Let  no  one  prefume  to  think  highly  of 
himiclfy  on  account  of  fuch  accidental 
diflinBions,  but  fuch  as,  indead  of  tarnifh- 
ing  iheir  luftre,  have  added  brilliancy  to 
them  by  the  praftice  of  virtue;  which  alone 
is  true  nobility ;  and  let  us  all  endeavor 
to  dignify  our  leveral  Nations,  by  the  rec- 
titude of  our  conduct,  and  by  adorning 
our  minds  with  thole  ChrilUan  graces  and 
S  f  accom* 
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accompli fhmcnts  which  will  alone  avail 
us  in  the  fight  of  that  Being  on  whdin  all 
our  happinefs,  both  here  and  hereaftCTi 
deprnds.  Let  us  take  for  our  confknt 
guide  and  pattern,  the  divine  author  of 
our  religion,  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord;  in 
whom  was  united  whatever  of  excellence 
^e  can  form  an  idea  of. 

To  check  this  falfe  pride  of  the  Jewi, 
our  Saviour  tells  them,  that,  fo  far  from 
being  free,  they  were  under  the  worft  of 
ferviiude  —  the  (hameful  and  degrading 
flavery  of  fin  ;  and  that  their  plea  as 
'the  feed  of  Abraham/  inftead  of  fecuring 
to  them  the  advantages  they  fuppofed^ 
would  only  add  to  their  condemnatioDi 
whilft  they  perfifted  in  their  unbelie£ 
Let  us  apply  this  to  ourfelves,  nor  fup* 
pofe,  that  becaufe  under  the  name  of 
Chriftians  we  belong  to  the  church  milii* 
tant  here  on  earth,  we  (hall  be  admitted 
into  the  church  triumphant  in  Heaven: 
to  entitle  us  to  fo  ineftimable  a  privilege^ 
nve  muft  become  Chriftians,  not  in  name 
only,  but  in  fincerity  and  truth. 

''39^  They 
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anpliillinnits  which  rin 
,  lilt  fight  of  ihatBtoiciij 
bappiiirfs  both  hnt  a« 
TOfc.  Let  u!  take  foir': 
.  and  patient,  the  *!■'! 
lehpottJefusChT,!!."^ 
„  was  united  (fhaievol-^ 

an  form  an  i*'  "f-  ^ ,  J 
„  check  thisfalfep"*' 

Saviour  .elk  .^-.■a 
,  (rK   ihei'rereBnJB.^ 

Ted  of  Abrahant,  *^ 
em  the  advantage.  ^1 

ere"""";*  wii;: 
a  become  w™  ^ 
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**39.  They  anfwered  »nd  f 
"  biin,  Abmham  is  our  father,  j 
*•  unto  them,  If  ye  were  Abrah; 
"  dreo,  ye  would  do  the  works  of  ^ 

"  40.  But  now  ye  feek  to  kill  r 
"  that  bath  told  you  the  truth. 
"  have  heard  of  God :  this  did  i 
"ham. 

"  41.  Ye  do  the  deeds  of  yoi 
"  Then  faid  they  to  him,  We  be 
"  of  fornication ;  we  have  one  Fai 
'•God. 

"42.  Jefus  faid  unto  them 
"  were  your  Father,  ye  would 
"for  I  proceeded  forth  and  cj 
'*  God ;  neither  came  I  of  my  fe 
"fentme." 

How  different  was  the  condi 
patriarch,  from  whom  they  boi 
delcent!  '•'  Abraham  believed 
"  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for 
"net:"  upon  the  firft  call,  1 
his  idolatrous  friends  and  count 
6i*of  the  true  God,  whom  he  v 

Sf2 
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and  fervcd  with  the  utmoft  reverence; 
nay,  fo  implicit  a  confidence  did  he  place 
in  his  Maker,  that  he  (hewed  hirofelf 
ready,  on  his  requifition,  to  facrifice  to 
him  his  only  Ton — that  Ton  throogh  whom 
all  the  gracious  promifes  of  God  to  bim 
were  to  be  accomplifhed.  So  for  were 
the  Jews  from  following  his  example,  that 
they  laid  in  wait  to  kill  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  becaufe  he  told  them  the  truth. 
Their  whole  conduft  proved  that  they 
belonged  rather  to  the  father  of  lies,  tlhan 
to  faithful  Abraham. 

'"  43-  Why  do  ye  not  underftand  my 
^'  fpeech  ?  even  becaufe  ye  cannot  hear 
"  my  word. 

"  44.  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil, 
•'  and  the  lufts  of  your  father  ye  will  do: 
"  he  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning, 
^*  and  abode  not  in  the  truth,  becaufe 
"  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  When  he 
•'  fpeaketh  a  lye,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own: 
^'  for  he  is  a  lyar,  and  the  father  of  it. 

45-  And 
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fcrved  with  the  utmoll  i«b 
fo  implicit  a  confidence  (liili(| 
lis  Maker,  that  he  Ihewia 
V,  on  his  requifition,  tofei 
lis  only  fon— that  fon  thisec; 
e  gracious  promifes  offc: 
to  be  accompliflied.  So»e 
•ws  from  following  his  enifi: 
laid  in  wait  to  kill  the  Sa«K3' 
i  becaufe  he  told  then »« 
■'whole  condua  proved**; 
red  rather  to  the  father«^^ 
liful  Abraham.  j 

,1 
,  Whv  do  ye  not  unrferf^j 
i?   cvenbecaufeyeca^'; 

'""rtre  of  your  ff  4 

^  a  murderer  fro.  t^e^ 
,bode  not  .n  the^^^^ 

is  a  iyar»  ana         ^^^^, 
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•*  45.  And  bccaufe  I  tell  you  th< 
"  ye  believe  me  not. 

"  46.  Which  of  you  convinceth 
"  fin  ?  And  if  I  fay  the  truth,  why 
•*  not  believe  me  ? 

"  47.  He  that  is  of  God  heareth 
"words:  ye,  therefore,  hear  the 
••  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  God." 

Their  underftandings  were  fo 
clouded,  by  the  bondage  of  fin  and 
that  they  could  not  difcem  the  trui 
offered  to  them  in  the  plained  Ian 
and  with  the  moft  convincing  argu 
As  the  children  of  the  devil  ^as  tl 
here  property  called),  they  deligV 
lies :  thefe  were  his  proper  weapor 
which  from  the  beginning  he  had  fi 
mankind,  murdering  thofe  fouls  wl 
had  feduced  to  forlake  the  true  G 
idolatry,  and  with  which  he  w! 
working  to  induce  his  followers  tc 
God's  mercy,  offered  them  throug 
Chrift.  Our  Lord's  appeal  to  the 
ofhis  own  life  for  the  truth  of  h 
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•*  or  figs  of  ihiftles  ?  * 

The  triumph  of  truth  muft  be 
Aru6lion  of  the  kingdom  of  Satan 
artifice  would  therefore  be,  of 
Employed  by  liim,  to  divert  manJct 
receiving  it. 

Nothing  is  more  dangerous  to  th 
honor  and  happinefs  of  focicty,  th 
hood.  Let  me,  therefore,  enire; 
my  readers,  but  more  efpeciall) 
people  in  whofe  tender  minds  th 
both  of  good  and  evil  are  moi 
contracted,  to  guard  againft  this  ^ 
the  utmod  vigilance;  let  nic  wa 
againft  the  praftice,  even  in  fpor 
the  idea,  that  if  it  injures  no  ci 
can  be  no  harm  in  it :  this  is  a 
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iof,  »  very  forcible,  aaw 

ir  atienrion.  In  arwherfisi 
Boo,  he  refers  to  a  f:ai-i'3i » 
h^  fhiits,  ye  fcali  kccxj 
ia,  -E-orrengaihergri:!} 
rfigsofihiftles?'  ! 

The  inumph  of  iru;b  :::■» ; 
.cuonofihekingdoEaJi* 

See   vou'.d  therefor.- x: 

iiing  it.  J 

odiingKmoredar^e'*", 

,randhappiiJeftci'*'f 
Let  me,  tbcrcfetf^j 

readers,  butmor.r^;; 
jeinwhoreteder-^. 

^f  good  and  e..'^'^, 
3^,,..  guard  a^^^ 

ft  ibe  pra«>ce,;ve  :i^r^ 

.  ror-armn.  "•        I 

•  •  •    fP^*nCt?**^ 
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ftance  be  made  otherwife ;  and 
exprefsly  told,  that  we  are  not  tc 
that  good  may  come  of  it :  befid 
there  no  other  reafon,  the  danger 
an  indulgence  ought  to  deter  us : 
never  icll  where  to  ftop ;  and,  if  c 
fcred  to  become  habitual,  the  conf 
may  prove  fatal  to  our  peace,  both  1 
hereafter.  The  charafter  of  a  liai 
vcrfally  held  in  the  utmoft  co 
and,  fliould  he  fpeak  truth,  no 
given  hiro. 

Let  ihofe,  alfo,  who  rejeft  the  l 
thcGofpel,  reraeniber  that,  in  C 
they  difown  God,  who  made  thi 
themfclves  and  every  thing  in  it, 
a  counter-part  of  thofe  wicked  a 
Bate  Jews  who  were  conftantly 
mmI  reviling  our  bleiTed  Lord 

**48.  Then  anfwered  the  Je 
■*  &id  unto  him,  Say  we  not  \ 
''tfaoii.art  a  Samaritan,  and 
^' devil? 

'-4%  Jc^  anfwered,  I  hav 
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'*  devil :  but  I  honour  my  Father,  and  ye 
•*  do  difhonour  me. 

"  50.  And  1  feek  not  mine  own  glory  1 
*'  there  is  one  that  feeketh  and  judgeth." 

I  cannot  fuffer  this  paflage  to  pafs, 
without  pointing  out  the  diilindion  made 
by  our  Saviour,  between  private  injuries 
and  thofe  offered  to  God,  or  religion ;  the 
former  he  fubmitted  to  with  patience  and 
meeknefs,  the  latter  he  never  furred  to 
pafs  without  cenfure :  thus,  when  they 
reproached  him  with  being  a  Samaritan, 
(the  greateft  infult  which  could  be  offered 
to  a  Jew,)  he  fuffers  it  to  pafs  without 
notice ;  but  when  they  added,  that  he  had 
a  devil,  he  felt  the  honor  of  God  and  re- 
ligion concerned  in  denying  the  charge 
and  declaring,  that  every  work  he  per- 
formed was  in  honor  of  the  Father,  tho' 
they  attempted  to  diOionor  him  by  fup- 
pofing  him  in  league  with  the  devil.  No- 
thing could  equal  the  impiety  of  this  fup- 
pofition,  but  the  abfurdiiy  of  it :  this  is 
more  fully  pointed  out  in  another  paifage, 

where 
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Where  the  Jews  accufe  him  of  caf 
devils  through  Beelzebub,  the  c 
the  devils;  as  if  he  would  lend  1 
tancc  to  effeft  his  own  deftruftion. 
From  our  Lord's  conduft  up 
occafion,  let  us  learn  to  defpife  a 
rious  atacks  upon  ourfelves  (furtl: 
may  be  noceOary  to  clear  our  cli 
from  any  imputation  of  guilt  or  d 
caft  upon  them),  and  be  at  all  time 
to  fupport  with  fteadinefs,  though 
heat  or  paflioin,.thofe  fublime  truth 
which  all  our  hopes  of  happinefs  a] 
and  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  G 
'^i^on,  if  ever  we  fhould  happe 
^  conpany  with  thofe  who  flia] 
liich  a  mdication  neceffary ;  for 
*^  1*  a  virtue  to  put  up  with  pri 
jwnes,  Glence  in  fuch  cafes  as  the( 
pardonable;  fince,  by  fuch  a  cone 
'^^y  be  ranked  among  ft  the  nur 
onbclievere,  and  thereby  add  our  : 
^  the  afronts  ofFeix^d  to  God, 
P^  iojury  of  religion.  •*  Whi 
"therefore,  (hall  be  alhamcd  of  ; 
Tt 
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"  of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  finful 
**  generation,  of  him  alfo  (hall  the  Son  of 
"  man  be  afhamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the 
"  glory  of  his  Father,  with  the  holy  angels.** 
— St.  Mark,  chap,  viii.  ver.  38- 

"51.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  If 
**  a  man  keep  my  faying  he  fliall  never  fee 
"  death. 

"  52.  Then  faid  the  Jews  unto  him, 
•'  Now  we  know  that  thou  haft  a  devil. 
''  Abraham  is  dead,  and  the  prophets ; 
"  and  thou  fayeft.  If  a  man  keep  my  fay- 
•'  ing  he  (hall  never  tafte  of  death. 

•'  53.  Art  thou  greater  than  our  father  A* 
''  braliam,  which  is  dead?  and  the  prophets 
'^  are  dead  :    whom  makeft  thou  thyfelf? 

•'  54.  Jefus  anfwered.  If  I  honour  my- 
"  felf,  my  honour  is  nothing  :  it  is  my 
*'  Father  that  honoureth  me,  of  whom  yc 
"  fay.  That  he  is  your  God. 

'*  55*  Yet  ye  have  not  known  him ;  but 
"  I  know  him :  and  if  I  (hould  fay,  I  know 
**  him  not,  I  (hall  be  a  ly ar  like  unto  you ; 
•"  but  I  know  him,  and  keep  his  faying.'' 

Thofc 
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Thofc  who,  from  their  wilful  blindnefs, 
underftood  our  Lord  as  fpeaking  of  na- 
tural inftead  of  fpiritual  death,  might  well 
conclude  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  fenfes, 
or  (as  they  termed  it)  had  a  devil.  There 
was,  however,  a  material  diftin6Hon  be- 
tween thofe  afflifted  with  madnefs  and 
thofe  pofleffed  with  devils  :  the  devils 
knew  our  Lord,  and  gave  teftimony  of 
him  ;  nay,  they  prefumed  to  argue  with 
him  for  coming  to  torment  them  before 
the  time,  or  at  leaft  before  the  time  that 
they  expefled  him  :  mad  people,  who 
frequently  do  not  know  their  neareft 
friends,  could  not,  of  courfe,  difcern  the 
Son  of  God  in  the  man  Chrift  Jefus. 
The  power  of  the  devil,  in  this  and  every 
other  inCLance,  was  greatly  dimiriifhcd  after 
our  Lord's  death ;  who  fuffered  to  relieve 
mankind  from  the  bondage  of  falfehood 
and  iniquity. 

The  Jews,  extremely  jealous  for  the 
honor  of  their  anceftors,  were  greatly  of- 
fended that  our  Lord  Ihould  pretend  even 
to  an  equality  with  them,  and  therefore 
T  t  2  queltiori 
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queflion  him  as  to  the  charafLer  he  meant 
to  aflume  ;  to  which,  after  agsun  repmcb' 
ing  them  with  their  want  of  belief  in  biia 
whom  they  profeflfed  to  acknowledge  as 
their  God,  he  replies : 

"  56.  Your  father  Abraham  rejoiccA  to 
•'  fee  my  day,  and  he  faw  it,  and  was  glad. 

"  57.  Then  feid  the  Jews  unio  him, 
**  Thou  art  not  yet  fifty  yeairs  oM,  audi 
•*  haft  thou  feen  Abraham  ? 

"  58.  Jefus  faid  unto  tfaem^  Veriiy, 
•'  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  fiefore  Abraham 
"  was,  I  am. 

"  59--  Then  took  they  up  ftofies  to  caft 
"  at  him  :  but  Jefus  hid  himfelf  and  went 
'•  out  of  the  Temple,  going  through  the 
"  midft  of  them,  and  fo  pafled  by.*' 

The  Jews,  with  ali  their  pride  of  an- 
ceftry,  never  pretended  that  Abraham  or 
Mofes  were  of  divine  defcent ;  they  there- 
fore loft  all  patience,  when  onr  bleflfed 
Lord  declared  himfelf  to  be  fo ;  as  that 
placed  him  infinitely  above  thofe  triiJy 

revered 
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?/on  him  as  to  the  diaiaCHir: 
rome;  to  which.  aftfrapi9i 
hem  with  their  want  of  lAii 
a  they  profeffed  to  ads^' 
God,  he  replies: 

•6  Your  father  Abrak^t' 
'^yday,arKlhefawn.^'| 

.7  Then  feid  tbe  >«* 
ii' art  not  yet  fifty  v^M 

thou  feen  Abraham?     I 

,  Jefus  faid  ^0^^ 
y,lfayuntoyou,Belfl'>j 

"ih    Temple,  g^^.^ 

.^^  of  divine  ^^„,,r 
j^  infinitely  "'*''    ^ 


OUK  filiSS&D  SAVIOUR 

revcral  and  exalted  charafiiei 
whom  they  boofted  their  orrgm 
derftand  our  Lord's  reply,  in  1 
verfe,  we  mnft  recolle£i  that  ( 
gracioufly  pleaied  to  reveal  to  J 
that,  in  his  feed,  all  the  nation 
eanh  ftnold  be  bleifed  ;  then 
looked  forward)  by  the  eye  of  fai 
Ume  when  our  Saviour  wa»  to  ai 
earth,  and  rgoiced  fo  to  fee  it.  Tl 
of  owr  Lord,  in  verfe  58,  i»  exaiftl 
to  thai  in  the  14th  verfe  of  the  thi 
ter  of  Exodus,  which  God  makes 
who  in^iredby  what  name  he  ft 
fcribe him :  "I  AM  THAT  I  A 
*  he  fidd,  Thus  ftialt  thou  iay  untc 
"  dren  of  Ifrael,  I  AM  hath  fcnt 
"you."  God  did  not  ftyle  hiiwfe 
mighty  creator  and  prcferver  of  nr 
worlds,  hut  only  I  AM.  If  Mofes 
name  that  would  fully  defcril^e  tl 
andattribotes  of  God,  he  required  i 
Ability ;  there  being  no  word*  in 
goage  that  can  at  all  exprefs  the  j 
perfedion  of  his  infinite  majeft) 
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creatures  muft  not  exped  infinite' know- 
ledge. Chrift,  in  like  manner  fays,  *^  Be- 
^^  fore  Abraham  was,  I  am.**  A  date  and 
period  may  be  fixed  to  things  finite ;  but 
time  or  limit  can  have  nothing;  to  jio  with 
eternity. 

I  cannot  quit  this  fubjedl,  without  ad- 
drefling  one  obfervation  to  thofe  who^ 
calling  themfelves  Chriftians,  deny  the 
divinity  of  our  Saviour*  We  have  here 
a  pofitive  declaration  to  that  effeQ,  from 
his  own  lips,  and  that  exprefled  in  fuch 
clear  terms,  that  the  Jews  to  whom  he 
addrefied  it  fo  perfedly  uhderftood  his 
meaning,  that,  deeming  it  blafphemy,  they 
were  defirous  of  putting  him  to  inftant 
death  for  his  prefumption.  Are  not  thofe 
who  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes  to  a  truth 
which  even  his  mortal  enemies  could  not 
but  jinderftand,  though  they  would  not 
credit,  equally  guilty  with  them  ? 

We  may  fee  by  the  whole  coDdu6l  of 
the  Jews,  the  danger  of  pride  and  obfti- 
nacy.  Let  us,  then,  taking  warning  by 
their  fate,  fubmit  ourfelves  entirely,  and 

with 
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with  the  utmoft  humility  and  gratitude, 
to  God's  holy  will  and  pleafure ;  having 
a  true  and  lively  faith  in  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  ever  one  God, 
world  without  end.    Amen. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTHENT^/ 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  IXL 


'*  1.  A  N  D  as  Jefus  paffed  by,  lie  faw 
^'  llL  a  man  ^M^fiili  was  blind  from 
*'  his  birth. 

"  2.  And  his  difciples  afked  him,  fay- 
"  ing,  Mafter,  Who  did  fin,  this  man,  or 
"  his  parents,  that  he  was  born  blind  ? 

"  3-  Jefus  anfwered,  Neither  hath  thiff 
"  man  finned,  nor  his  parents :  but  that 
"  the  works  of  God  (hould  be  made  ma- 
"  nifeft  in  him." 

In  the  chapter  we  are  now  about  to 
confider,  we  have  another  proof  of  the 
power  and  goodnefs  of  our  Lord,  mani- 

fefted 
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ST.  JOHN,  CHAP. H    f 


,     i   ND  as  Jefc. 

fiis  birth-  .  u. 

'  ;.  And  hi.  difcpte  *  , 
Mailer,  Who  W  «".  ''f ' 
,js  parents,  thai  he 

e/l  in  hi"'-  ! 
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felled  to  a  blind  beggar  *  and, 
duftof  the  unbelieving  Jews,  o; 
of  impiety  to  which  pride  an( 
will  cany  thofe  who  are  det 
fliut  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  t 
To  underftand  the  queftion 
Lord  by  his  difciples,  we  mu 
that,  at  this  time,  the  doftrine  c 
migration  of  the  foul  prevs 
among  the  Jem ;  that  is,  tl 
death  of  the  body,  the  foul 
inhabitant  of  fomc  new  body, 
more  exalted  or  inferior  defer 
reward  or  punifliment  for  the 
mittcd  in  a  former  ftate  oi 
That  fome  of  the  difciples  f 
imbibed  this  doftrine,  is  not 
as  our  Lord,  when  he  admitt 
the  honor  of  becoming  his  d 
aivcd  them  with  all  their  i 
errors:  nor  was  it  till  after  i 
^d  by  imperceptible  degrees, 
^je  to  expel  from  their  mir 
yain  notions,  and  to  eftablifti  t 
intheirftead:  norcanwefayU: 
Uu 
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work  was  completed  in  them  till  after  his 
afcenfion,  when  \ie  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  fend  them  the  gift  of  the  HoIy'GhoB, 
to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  them  in  all  the 
divine  precepts  he  had  taught  them  while 
on  earth. 

If  fuch  was  their  belief^  the  quefiion 
they  put,  on  feeing  a  man  who  had  been 
bom  blind,  was  exceedingly  natural:  Was' 
it  the  fin  of  this  man,  in  a  {brmer  ftate  d 
exiftence,  that  drew  on  him  this  misfor- 
tune ;  or  was  it  the  crime  of  lus  parents 
which  produced  it  ?    Our  blefled  Lord,  in 
his  reply,  takes  the  opportunity  of  point- 
ing out  to  them  the  folly  and  abfurdity  of 
man's  attempting  to  enter  into  the  counfels 
of  his  Maker :  he  tells  them,  that  it  was 
neither  on  account  of  his  fin,  nor  of  that 
of  his  parents,  that  he  was  bom  blind; 
and  that,  fo  far  from  its  being  a  mbfor- 
tune  to  him,  as  they  fuppofed,  it  wonld 
foon  appear  to  have  been  a  real  bleffing 
and  the  means  of  manifefting  the  wonder- 
ful works  of  God  in  him.    Ought  not  this  to 
prove  a  falutary  leflbn  to  us  not  to  prefune 

to 
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irori  was  completed  in  them  l  J 

a/ccDfion,  when  be  was  piaAi 

to  "jod  them  the  gift  oftheW 

to  confinn  and  ftrengthcn  ilaw 

divine  precepts  he  had  m^^ 

CO  earth. 

If  fuch  was  their  WieEs' 
thcvput,onfceinganiaJ«Sii 

bom  blind,  was  exceeding^^- 
it  the  fin  of  this  man,  in  a  *2 

ruDe.-orwasitthecmncfl-J 

•hich  produced  it?  0^^^ 
[sr^pJv.  takes  the  opport^^ 
gou^t'to  them  the  folHr 

fn's  attempting  toenter|«o^^^ 

^  his  Maker:  he  teM^^^^^ 
.ither  on  account  of  h^^^^^^^ 
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to  murmur  at,  or  complain  of,  t 
fiitions  of  Providence?  .for,  fo 
we,  that  we  frequently  coniid< 
what  we  afterwards  are  convii 
produdive  of  the  greateft  go( 
grateful  ought  we  to  be  to  tl 
who  condefcends  to  watch  ovi 
to  give  us  thofe  things  only 
fees  fitting  for  us,  inflead  of  fi 
ignorance  and  folly  are  often  t 
foliciti  ^• 

Anodier,  and  very  ufeful,  lei 

we  may  learn  firom  this  paflage 

be  fo  ready  as  we  generally  arc 

fee  people  plunged  into  misfo 

confider  them  as  puniftiraents 

crimes.    That  the  Almighty  d 

tines  punilh  individuals  as  well 

for  great  and  crying  fins,  v^e  1 

from  die  authority  of  Scriptui 

experience  of  all  ages.    Let  th 

rauon  make  us  extremely  wat 

attentive  to  our  own  condufl ; 

not  induce  us  to  form  a  judg 

Kfpeft  to  others,  which  may  b 

UU2 
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ill  founded,  and  at  any  rate  tends  to  Icfen 
that  degree  of  charity  and  compaffion 
which  we  owe  to  all  our  fellow-creatures. 

*'  4.  I  muft  work  the  works  of  him  that 
"  fent  me,  while  it  is  day  :  the  night  com- 
^  eth,  when  no  man  can  work. 

'*  5.  As  long  as  I  am  in  the  world,  I 
**  am  the  light  of  the  world.** 

Chrift  came  to  glorify  the  Father  by 
thofe  works  which  he  wrought  for  the 
redemption  of  loft  mankind,  and  which 
he  completely  performed  in  the  fliort  pe- 
riod of  his  life ;  as  we  know  from  his  decla- 
ration in  his  laft  moments :  "  it  is  finifhed'' 

Let  us,  alfo,  work  at  the  great  bufinelis 
of  our  falvation,  *  while  it  is  day  ;*  that  is, 
whilft  time  is  afforded  us ;  *  for  the  night 
cometh  when  no  man  can  work  :'  the  pe- 
riod approaches,  when  death  fhall  put  an 
end  to  our  labors,  and  finally  (eal  our 
doom  ! 

Our  Lord  was  a  fure  and  conftant  light 
to  all  who  believed  on  him,  while  he  re- 
mained 
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']}]  founded,  and  at  any  ratei£3t;l 
thai  degree  of  charity  a:c4 
vhichtt-eoweioallourle-Vv 

"A.  Imuftvorkthevori" 

"rcntme.whileitisdayiii^ 
-eth,vhennomancan»m  J 

«  5.  As  long  as  I  am  M 
..'amthelighioftheworli   [ 

Chria  came  to  gloJ^^, 
thofc  ^<OTks  ^.hkh  he  wr^i 

,e  completely  perforated;: 

^dofhisiife^^^^^^"^*;^:i 

-^n  in  hislaft  momenta:  -: 

/ 
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mained  on  earth*,  nor  did  h 
the  influence  of  that  bleffed 
his  death,  but  left  it  in  full 
gloiious  Gofpel. 

"  6.  When  he  had  thus  fp< 
**  on  the  ground,  and  made 
*•  fpittle,  and  he  anointed  the 
"  blind  man  with  the  clay, 

"  7.  And  faid  unto  him, 
"thepoolof  Siloam,  (which 
"pretation,  Sent.)     He  we 
"  dierefore,  and  walhed,  and  ( 

That  our  bleffed  Saviour 
^ven  fight  to  this  man  by  a 
be  doubted ;  but  he  fomeiin 
for  wife  and  good  reafons,  c 
ufe  of  fecond  caufes.  In  tl 
ftance,our  Lord  appears  to  1 
his  eyes  and  ordered  him  tc 
Siloam,  to  prove  his  faith 
own  fatisfaftion,  (for  that  \vs 
to  him  who  could  read  ever 
heart,J  but  to  fliew  it  forth 
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and  to  point  out  the  wonderful  effica^  of  ^' 
faith  in  him.     We  have  no  reafon  to  fo^*.- . 
pofe  this  pool,  though  a  very  ancie&t^onV; ' 
(being  mentioned  in  Nehemiah,  frhap.  -iH,;  . 
ven  15.)  had  any  particular  Virtwteiii  it ^ 
yet,  had  he  gone  to  any  other^  he  ivcMild 
doubtlels  not  have  returned  (eeing ;  as  tt 
would  have  implied  a  want  of  fiuth  in  our 
Saviour,  or  a  delign  to  impofe  upon  him» 

"  8.  The  neighbours,  therefore,  and 
"  they  which  before  had  feen  him  that  he 
^'  was  blind,  faid.  Is  not  this  he  that  lat 
^  and  begged  ? 

''  9*  Some  faid,  This  is  he ;  others  faid« 
"  He  is  like  him :  but  he  faid,  I  am  he. 

"  10.  Therefore  faid  they  unto  Inmp 
"  How  were  thine  eyes  opened  ? 

"11.  He  anfwered  and  faid,  A  man 
*'  that  is  called  Jefus  made  clay,  and 
^*  anointed  mine  eyes,  and  faid  unto  me, 
•*  Go  to  the  pool  of  Siloam,  and  wafii :  and 
"  I  went  and  waftied,  and  I  received  fight. 

"  12.  Then  faid  they  unto  him.  Where 
is  he  ?  and  he  faid,  I  know  not. 

•'  13.  They 
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«nd  to  point  out  the  wonderiiiltSa 
faith  in  him.    We  have  no  wki 
pofe  this  pool,  though  a  veiy 
'being  mentioned  in  Nehemali*  • 
-er.  15-)  had  any  particular  raiij 
et,  had  he  gone  to  any  oM 

.oubtlefs  not  have  retui 
^ould  have  implied  a  want 

laviour.oradefigntoimjKAf^ 

**  8    The  neighbours,  tlisJ:' 
they  which  before  had  f««S5| 

l^'^biind,faid,Isnotti«.»' 

;r^1S:eraid,Th...;^^ 

^f;3,ikehirn:buthejl.^^ 

.  ,o    Therefore  faid  •''^)  "^ 
.;?\,ere  thine  eyes  oH 
^^       He  anfv^ered  and  &   ;: 

^entar^d  wafted,  andn 


'.> 


'^'     /Lfaidlin''*'"^  ., 
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"13.  They  brought  to  1 

v.>'^  hun  that  aforetime  was  bli 

'  *4.14.  And  it  was  the  fabb« 

*•  Jefiis  iiftdc -the  clay,  and 

".eyes.* 

This  noiacle  was  (6  publicl 
that  it  left  no  room  for  dei 
th^  circamftance  of  the  man'j 
bom  Wind,  cut  off  the  pn 
would  doubdefs  have  been  fi 
man's  blindnefs  been  accidt 
fomedmes,  admits  of  cure, 
tempt  therefore  made,  was 
him  as  jBA  impoftor,  who  to 
of  a  likenefs  to  impofe  upoi 
^  he  perfifted,  however, 
himfelf  to  be  the  real  per 
been  bom  blind,  they  carri< 
Pharifees,  that  they  might 
and  account  for  fo  wonder 
ftance. 


"15.  Then  again  the  ' 
"aftcd  him  how  he  had 


/ 
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"  fight.  He  faid  unto  them.  He  put  day 
"  upon  mine  eyes,  and  1  >%^a(hed,  and  do 
•'  fee- 

'*  16.  Therefore  faid  fome  of  the  Pha* 
•*  rifees.  This  man  is  not  of  God^  becaufe 
"  he  keepeth  not  the  fabbath-day.  Others 
•*  faid.  How  can  a  man  that  is  a  fimierdo 
•*  fuch  miracles  ?  And  there  w^  a  di- 
•*  vifion  among  them.  . 

"  17.  They  fay  unto  the  blind  man 
"  again,  What  fayed  thou  of  him,  that 
"  he  hath  opened  thine  eyes  ?  He  Caid, 
"  He  is  a  prophet."  ^ 

The  Pharifees  were  ex,ceedingjy  inqiu- 
fitive  about  this  miracle.  They  few  that  it 
had  made  fuch  an  .imprieflipn  upon  the 
people,  that,  except  they  could  dete£L  the 
falfehood  of  it,  or  attribute  its  pc^rfpr- 
mance  to  fome  bad  caufe,  they  fliould 
lofe  many  of  their  votaries.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  they  again  queftion  the  man,  in 
hopes  to  entrap  him  into  fome  contra- 
diftion  by  which  they  might  deftroy  the 
credit  of  the  miracle :  a  pradice  too  com- 
mon 
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monwith  thofe  who  make  inquiries  rather 
to  eftablifli  fome  favorite  fyftem  thail 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  truth.  Failing  in 
this,  they  had  recourfe  to  their  old  argu- 
ment, that  fince  he  had  performed  this 
work  on  the  fabbath,  he  could  not  be  of 
God;  notchoofing  to  recolleft^the  many 
paflages  of  Scripture,  that  *^  Mercy  is  bet- 
'*  ter  than  (acrifice,"  Some^  evto  of  their 
own  ixidy,  however,  were  not  fatisfied 
wkh  this  argument.  They  had  not  been 
able  to  confute  the  miracle :  they  were 
confcious  that  fuch  works  could  only  be 
done  by  the  power  of  God,  and  that  no 
finner  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  intruded 
with  fuch  powen  Shutting  their  eyes, 
however,  to  thefe  convincing  arguments, 
they  determine  to  make  a  more  minute  and 
ftiider  inquiry  into  the  tranfadion;  and 
accordingly  fend  for  his  parents,  under  a 
pretence  of  difbelieving  the  fa£^. 

^18.  But  the  Jews  did  not  believe  con- 

^  cefming  him,  that  he  had  been,  blind,  and 

"  received  his  fight,  until  they  called  the 

X  X  "  parents 
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*•  pftreots  of  him  that  had  received  \» 
**  fight. 

<•  19.  And  they  afked  them,  faying,  h 
**thi$  your  fon,  who  ye  fay  W99  bom 
**  hliod  ?  how  then  doth  he  now  iee  ? 

*'  20.  His  parents  anfwered  them  wd 
**  faid,  We  know  that  this  is  onr  fon»  and 
'*  that  he  was  born  blind : 

*'  21.  But  by  what  means  he  aaw  leeth, 
^  ve  know  not ;  or  who  hath  opened  In 
^  eyes,  we  know  not :  he  v  of  t^,  tA 
ff  him,  he  fhall  fpeak  for  hiwiAU. 

*'  2a.  Thefe  words  fpake  hia  parent^ 
^  becaufe  they  feared  the  Jevs :  Sot  the 
V  Jews  had  agreed  alr^dy,  that  if  anji 
**  man  did  confefs  that  he.  wai  Chrift,  ]» 
'<  Qiould  be  put  out  of  the  Siyin^ogqe. 

"  83.  Therefore  iaid  his  pareati*  Ha  a 
«  of  age,  aik  hini." 

When  the  Jews  found  that  they  cobM 
not,  either  by  perfuafion  or  harfhnefs,  pr^ 
vail  upon  him  that  had  been  blind  t«k  deny 
the  miraeulous  work  done  in  him,  but  dbat 
he  peifevcred  boldly  in  his  relatioiu  and 

afierted 
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"  pareou  o(  him  that  had  m, 

**  £ghl 

«  ip.  And  they  alked  tlio,lfli; 

«  this  your  fon,  who  ye  fj|»* 

*»  blind?  how  then  doth  her 

«  20.  His  parents  anfweicii* 

«faid,  We  know  that  this  ijR'J 

r.  that  he  was  born  blind: 

««2i.  Butbywhatmeawlt*^ 
«  we  know  not;  or  who  hai^ 
-^  eves,  y^c  know  not:  kjit 
i,rm,heftalIfpeakforta. 
*'2iS.   Thcfe  words  fpaiel»P 
becaufe  they  feared  the  j*;; 
i,o«l  ajrrecd  already, » 

1„  fewsfounl'l**!;. 


«er 


ifferted  that  the  ^rfon  who  h 
it  could  be  fio  lefs  than  a  { 
(tilled  hit  parents^  in  hopeSj : 
their  «!0Dd(i3,  to  have  frightei 
difbwiiing  dieir  foil,  or  at  lea 
Aied  that  h%  wad  born  bli: 
Ready  uitweirs  of  the  parentsj 
they  deelioiKl  to  ehter  into  ai 
rtfpeftiflg  the  ihitacle,  wouh 
duced  to  deny  their  fon,  or 
ibe  account  before  given  of  1 
•11  thdr  attteiupts  to  impofe  i 
pie.  That  thefe  poor  peoph 
*iflied  to  avoid  entering  ir 
<«th  thcfe  who  were  placed 
fiverthem,  irai  very  natural ; 
^  the  put)ifliinetit  of  excluli 
Synagogue  had  beeti  denouni 
who  ihotold  confefs  Jefus  to 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  1 
Of  eveli  known  any  thing  of, 
till  this  period;  and  they  wei 
a  lofs  themfelves  to  account  f 
fol  an  event :  they  therefore  i 
Wtheiif  fon,  for  the  particula 
Xx  2 


1 

/ 
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To  avoid  giving  oflfence  to  the  hi^^ 
powers,  where  we  do  not  thereby  facrifice 
what  we  owe  to  God  or  religion,  is  equally 
our  duty  and.intereft:  this  complaifancei 
however,  is  not  to  be  carried  one  flep  be- 
yond  what  is  clearly  required  of  os;  ndr 
will  fear  of  the  event  juftify  us  in  the  ufe 
of  any  crooked  means  to  fcreen  ourfelves 
from  fuSerings,  in  the  caule  of  religion^ 
In  all  fuch  cafes,  we  mud  endeavor  to  bear 
them  with  patience ;  looking  forward  with 
hope  tO:the  reward  of  injured  ipnocence 
which  awaits  us. 

The  manner  of  this  poor  man's  life 
made  it  impoflible  for  the  Jews  to  deny 
the  faft  of  his  having  been  blind,  or  of  his 
cure ;  his  daily  felicitations  for  alms  muft 
have  made  him  generally  known  through- 
out the  city:  they  were,  therefore,  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  admitting  the 
miracle  ;  though  they  infulted  its  s^uthor. 

The  miferable  ftate  of  poverty  to  which 
this  man  was  reduced,  inftead  of  being  a 
misfortune,  as  we  fhould  be  led  at  firft  fight 
to  confider  it,  became  to  him  a  bleiCng ;  aS 

it 
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To  avoid  giviog  o&nceioQti 
vers,  wiere  we  do  nottldiii 
itweowetoGodorrtligiiitH 
dmyandintcreft:  thisow 
^ver,  is  not  to  be  onxii.-* 
I  what  is  clearly  requiitdt' 
fear  of  the  event  juIliiyB*' 
ny  crooked  means  to  feos 

i  fufferings,  in  the  cant*'* 
|lfuchcafes,wemuftenJf- 

»i£h patience;  lootinj' 
to  the  reward  of  wji*' 
awaits  us. 
,  manner  of  ^  p«« 

3  of  hU  having  to  ^; 

his  daily  fol.c.B»f  fe" 

Wehi™gene«l>y'«> 

.  °. Hough. her f'^', 
r.  »-^  "*!"    Htekdntfi 
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it  not  only  pot  him  in  a  Gtuation  tc 
the  notice  of  his  Saviour,  by  whicl 
ceived  the  gift  of  Gght,  but  alfo  mi 
an  mftmment  of  manifefting  God' 
to  the  confiifion  of  the  hypocritic: 
lifees.  ■ 

And  here  I  cannot  pais  over  a  ] 
advantage  poflefled  by  the  Jews,  as 
they  coDtinued  firm  in  the  worfliip 
God;  namely,  that  they  could  n 
reduced  to  that  ftate  of  want  whi 
frequent  amongft  all  other  people 
femily  as  well  as  tribe  poffefling  a 
portion  of  land,  which  by  law  coi 
be  taken  from  them,  nor  could  the 
felves  difpofe  of  for  a  longer  term  i 
years ;  the  feventh  being  that  of  i 
bath;  when  it  returned  to  its  . 
owner.  But  when  they  forfook  tb 
their  Cod,  he  gave  both  them  ar 
poffeffions  into  the  hands  of  ftr 
and  although  he  afterwards  reftore< 
nant  of  them  to  their  country,  yet,  { 
Babyloniih  captivity,  they  no  Ion 
JPycd  this  advantage,  but  became 


/ 
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to  all  the  difparities  of  ibitane  as  dbc  left 
of  thi  world.  -  . 

**  24»  Then  again  called  they  ibt  mm 
**  that  was  blind,  and  iaad  unto  Um,  Oirt 
**  God  the  praife :  we  know  that  this  mAn 
**  19  a  finner. 

«*  25.  He  anfwered  and  laid,  Wbethn 
**  he  be  a  finner  or  no,  I  know  not:  ooB 
**  thing  I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  bfiod^ 
♦♦  now  I  fee. 

*'  26.  Then  faid  they  u>  Um  again, 
**  What  did  he  to  thee  ?  haw  opened  ht 
**  thine  eyes  ? 

"  27.  He  anfwered  them,  I  liave'  voM 
"you  already,  and  ye  did  not  bear: 
*'  wherefore  woald  ye  hear  it  a^gna? 
♦*  will  ye  alfo  be  his  difciples  ?* 

The  Jcvrs^  Hi  dcfiring  the  roan  te  ffW 
glory  to  God  for  the  benefit  he  haki  nt- 
ceived,  gave  him  good  advice,  md  «rh8C 
every  pious  perfon  fiiould  moft  cet taiflkf 
do :  we  are  not  only  bounds  however,  Mt 
glorify  God  for  all  his  mercies  vouch&fed 

to 
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to  all  the  dtfjniities  of  fenoKiK 
oftitvoAd. 

«« 24.  Then  again  called  to 
« tbit  was  blind,  and  faid  ««*« 
"Godthepraife:  webovifes 

«isafinner. 

•»25.  HeanfweredandK* 
«hebeafinncrorno,Ib^^ 

^  now  I  ^^'  ,       wtf 

T^.  Then  W  d^;; 
What  did  he  w  t^*'  *"^ 
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10  m,  but  we  puft  glorify  him 
Ke  has  pointed  out  to  us.  Tl 
the  Jews  was  v«iy  different :  1 
to  pcrTuacje  the  man  that  he  01 
Utudp  to  the  immediate  inftrui 
««w  J  .!«Fh<M«  they  aiferted  to 
andcobfequently  incapable  of 
fachwii^}  but.that^  \^theiv 
himfelf  finther  about  the  mean 
reft  fiitisfied  with  the  effe£l,  an 
fultpGqdiibriu 

"  aS.'  Then  they  reviled  hi 
"Thou  art  his  diiciple;  butv 

"89.  Wc  know  that  God 
"  Molb:  as  for  thi*  fellow,  \ 
•frtw  whence  he  is." 

TbtWRot  of  educaticm  in  tl 
^  QOt  prevent  his  feeing  t 
wui  fallacy  of  their  argumei 
viodioatbg  the  truth;  whic 
«olj»  th»g  neceffary  to  the  1 
^*«&&Q»,  he  ^  even  in  thi 
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enemieg.  Stung  to  the  quick  at  what  diqf 
would  term  the  obftinacy  of  die  man;  iad 
feeling  theit*  pride  hurt,  that  one  fo'  fllite- 
rate  and  ignorant  (hould  prefume  to  a&it 
an  opinion  dififerent  from  theiili,  and  to 
infinuate  that  they  might  poflBbly  becotne 
his  difciples,  they  grew  angry;;aiidv  as  is 
but  too  common^  fubftituted  abufe  fef  <ar-^ 
guments.  It  is  true  that,  what  they  *tne«at 
as  abufe/  was  in  hO.  the  higheft  praife  ; 
but  this  did  not  alter  the  naftirr  of  their 
guih.  What  greater  honor  or  happmefs 
can  any  human  creature  boafi;  than  that 
of  being  a  difciple  and  folio  wet  of  Ghrift 
Jefus,  and  a  partaker  of  his  ev^fjafting 
kingdom  \^  Had  thefe  vain  boaftersbeen^ 
as  they  pretended,  the  difciples  of  Mofa, 
they  would  have  been  Chrift's-  alfo;  as 
Mofes  not  only  wrote  of,  but  was  himlelf 
a  type  of  the  meffiah  in  whom  ail  the 
nations  of  the  eaith  were  to  be  blefledL    • 

*'  30.  The  man  anfwered  and  {aid  tinto 
**  them.  Why,  herein  is  a  marvelloos 
**  thing,  that  ye  know  not  from  whence 

"he 
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m.  Stnngtothequkkw 
iienntheobftinacyodki, 
gthcif  pride  hurt,  thatiB'! 
nd  ignorant  fliouldpitl«{| 
inion  different  from  tl»»| 

itc  that  ibey  might  P**^ 
ciples,  they  grew  aif,:' 

o  common,  fubftitaififiJJ| 
ats.  Itistructhat«taJ«^ 
ufc,  was  in  faathc^J 
.i,  did  not  alter  the.^^ 

What  greater  honajfj 
y  human  creature  bo4*; 

Ida  partaker  of  ^^ 
ri-fHadthefevaifllo^ 

,ot  only  "W""  "k.i 
ofheeant  *»"»'"' 
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*:  he  u,  and  yet  he  hath  opened 
^  eyes. 

"  31.  How  we  know  that  God 
•*  eth'not  finners:  but  if  any  mai 
*'.worfliippcr  of  God,  and  doeth  h 
''Jum  he  hcareth. 

"  32.  Since  the  world  began  waj 
"  heard  that  any  man  opened  the 
"  one  that  ^tm  horn  blind. 

*^33.  If  this  man  were  not  of  G 
*' could  do  nothing." 

How  ftrikingly  juft,  as  well  as 
are  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  1 
poor  man.  No  education  was  requ 
point  out,  that  God  would  not  le 
power  to  one  who  was  an  enemy 
«v ;  and  that,  of  confequence,  £ 
exercifed  a  power  which  belonged 
^•^  he  muft  be  a  true  and  fincei 
ftipper  of  God :  this  was  all  wh 
pracnt,  the  poor  man  knew;  th 
^ot  having  as  yet  revealed  himfelf 
^  the  meffiah.  As  this  mode  of 
fflg  was  convincing  to  himfelf,  h 
Yy 
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rally  exprefies  his  aftoniftiment  that  it 
(hould  not  produce  the  fame  effe6i  upcfl 
them ;  and  that  they,  the  inftrudors  of 
the  people,  with  all  their  knowlicdgie  of 
the  Scriptures,  (hould  be  at  a  loft  as  to 
the  perfon  who  was  able  to  perform  &Lch 
zSts  as  no  man  before  him  ever  did; 

**  34.  They  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
•'  him.  Thou  waft  altogether  bam  io  fins, 
*'  and  doft  thou  teach  u&  ?  Aad  tbey  caft 
"  him  out." 

Not  being  able  to  reply  to  his  wgu^ 
ments,  (which  were  indeed  imanfwcyabfe)) 
their  fury  was  now  raifed  to  the  utfB<^ 
pitch,  and  they  proceeded  t0  k^id  OA 
him  that  puntfliment  which  they  bad  btf* 
fore  threatened  againft  any  otie  wh» 
fhoald  acknowledge  Jefus  to^  be  the  GhitfL 

Thii  k,  by  no  means>  an  uncomnKM* 
prafticc,  with  thofe  who  undertake  the^ 
defence  of  a  bad  caufc :  when  over€OBie 
in  argument,  they  have  recourfe  to  ewrf 
fpecies  of  i^ufe  and  injury  towardii  Qtt 

perfon^ 
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J 


rally  apnSss  his  aAoiuDinii 

fhoaldnot  produce  the  imk 

tbm;  and  that  they,  the ifas 

thepcopJc,  with  all  their  b^ 

tif  Scriptures,  (hould  beatii.'-' 

the  perfon  who  was  able  loptj 

afis  as  no  man  before  him  e*^  j 

«  04.  They  anfwered  Jtrf^j 
..him.  Thou  waft alroge^**;; 
..  and  rfoft  thou  teach  Hs?i»' 

«*  him  out." 


Sot  being  able  to.^^ 
nents,  (which were.nd^^ 

heir  futy'^^"'''"'l,«i»i 
^ch  and  they  pccee^'J, 

=""  ^     *P«^d  aeainftaoy*; 
this,  iSf  ^y     r    1,0  owto*. 

g    ^/- abufe  and  uij"^    ^ 
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perfon,  (particularly  if  an  in 
Ills  daied  to  oppofe  truth  t( 
cies.    But  in  this  they  rouft 
their  aim ;  as  they  only  the 
Ae  more  their  own  folly  and 

**  35.  Jcfus  heard  that  th 
«  him  o« ;  and  when  he  had 
"  he  laid  unto  him.  Deft  tho 
"the  Son  of  God? 

*'3&  He  anfwered  and  fa 
"  he,  lord,  that  I  might  believ 

*  87-  And  Jefus  faid  unto 
"  haft  both  feen  him,  and  it 
•talketh  with  thee. 

"38.  And  he  faid.  Lord 
"  And  he  worfliipped  him. 

"39-  And  Jefus  faid,  For 
«i  come  into  this  world 
"  which  fee  not  might  fee,  ar 
'*  which  fee  might  be  made  bl 

How  inconfiderable  do  the 
™gs  of  this  poor  man  ap 
compared  with  the  ineftimal 
Yy2 
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of  which  he  became  the  partaker.:  :His 
faith  in  our  blefled  Lord,  and  his  bdble 
and  manly  defence  of  the  truthy  in  oppo- 
(ition  to  all  the  power  and  learning  of  the 
Pharifees,  were  rewarded  by  the  gifts  of 
fpiritual,  as  well  as  corporeal,  fight ;  his 
eyes  were  opened  to  fee  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  and  grace  bellowed  upon  him 
to  know  that  this  his  benefa£ior  was  the 
true  meffiah,  who  would  fliew  him  flill 
greater  things:  bleffings  defired  in  vain 
by  many  kings  and  prophets :  as  we  may 
read  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  St.  Luke, 
verfe  23. — "  And  he  turned  him  unto  his 
"  difciples  and  faid  privately,  Blefled  are 
*^  the  eyes  which  fee  the  things  that  yc  fee : 
"  for  I  tell  you.  That  many  prophets  and 
•'  kings  have  defired  to  fee  thofe  things 
"  which  ye  fee,  and  have  not  fecn  them; 
*'  and  to  hear  thofe  things  which  ye  hear, 
"  and  have  not  heard  them." 

Little  indeed  had  he  to  regret  that  he 
was  expelled  from  the  Jewifh  Synagogue, 
when  he  was  in  confequence  admitted  into 
thecommunity  of  ourLordandhis  difciples. 

"  40.  And 
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*  vfittch  he  became  the  pufc 
til  in  our  blefled  IM  ^^ 
i  manly  defence  of  the  trak: 
00  to  all  the  power  and  kw-j 
uifees,  were  rewarded  bj;P- 
itual,  as  well  as  corponii^ 
}  were  opened  to  fee  ilcSj 
world,  and  grace  beMKj 
Loow  that  this  his  beneaiHi 
.  meffiah,  who  would  Mf 
ter  things:  bJeflings^* 
lauy  kings  and  propter*' 

in  the  tenth  chapter  fi^^^ 
20— "And  he  turned*^ 
iples  and  raid  priv4^ 
eyes  which  fee  the  ttojs*^ 
Itellyou,Thatt.a«)7^. 

,o  hear  thofe  things  ;^.*> 
IsinconrequeocejJ^ 
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*^  40.  Aridfome  of  the  Pharifei 
**  were  with  him  heard  ihefe  wo 
'*  faid  unto  him,  Are  we  blind  alfc 

*'4i.  Jefus  faid  unto   them, 
''  were  blind,  ye  fhould  have  no  I 
•'  now  ye  fay,  We  fee ;  therefore 
'*  remaineth.'* 

The  Pharifees,   perceiving  th 

hypocrify  would  not  avail  with 

applied  what  he  faid,  refpefting  t] 

of  his  coming  into  the  world,  t< 

fdvcs.    To  accufe  them  of  beir 

toally  blind,  was  to  wound  then 

tendered  part;  as  they  held  the 

oat  as  the  greateft  lights  of  the 

^urch,  and  would  have  had  it  ' 

^  all  their  pretended  fanftity  ; 

pnxreeded  from  the  heart,  and  w; 

fore  acceptable  with  God.    Wei 

fore,  might  their  pride  take  the 

when  they  found  themfelves  exj 

their  followers,  in  their  true  cole 

afferting  their  thorough  knowledg 

Scriptures,  they  condemned   the 
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aqd  proved  their  own  fpiritua|  blin4nds ; 
fince  to  know  fuid  pervert  their  mcaBing 
is  much  more  criminal,  as  well  as  dan- 
gerous, than  total  ignorance :  the  latter 
iQay  be  remedied,  by  applicioiiOQ  and 
(ludy ;  the  former^  generally,  proves  in^ 
veterate.  ^^^^ 

Let  us,  from  the  example  of  thefe  felf- 
conceited  and  hypocritical  Pharifees,  kam 
to  avoid  all  fpiritual  pride !  Let  lis  fearch 
the  holy  Scriptures,  with  a  fincere  aad 
pious  purpofe,  to  make  ourfeWes  ac- 
quainted with  their  facred  truths;  beg^ 
ging  God's  blefling  that,  through  the  in- 
Quence  of  his  holy  fpirit,  our  endeavors 
may  be  fuccefsful ;  and  that  they  may 
fink  (b  deeply  into  our  hearts,,  as  to  briog 
forth  the  fruits  of  eternal  life ;  through 
the  merits  and  fufferings  of  Jefus  Chf^ 
our  Qply  J^ord  and  Saviour.    Ain^u 
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ind  proved  their  own  fpiiitualUK 
ince  to  know  fnd  perven  ihdus 
much  more  criroinal,  as  wl»; 
•rous,  than  total  ignorance:" 
ay  be  remedied,  by  apptoaj 
idy  i  the  former,  generally,  ?»«[ 

terate.  ^  ^' 

Letus,  fromtheexampkof*' 

.nceitedandhypocriticaiW 

,  avoid  all  fpiritualpnae!  I^JJ- 
,/io//  Scriptures,  with  a^ 

«iimofe    to  make  «* ' 
>us    purpoie,  w  ,  . 

»ir,ted  with  their  facn^^. . 

.  God's  bleffing  that.  tWJ 

Le  of  his  holy  fpint.  o«r  J^ 

f' deeply  into  our  B^«; 
*    he  fruits  of  eternal  ^^i^ 
'     ^itsandfuffe^ngsofr- 
;;T;lordandSavK.r.^ 
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ST*  JOHN,  GHAf .  2 

«i.T7ERILY,verily,  Ifa 

*  ^  He  that  entereth 

*  djtor  into  the  (heep-fold,  I 
"  op  ibme  other  way,  the  fa 
"and  a  robber. 

"  s.  But  he  that  entereth  ii 
"iitbeihepherd  of  the  ftieej 

*3.  To  him  the  porter  o 
"  the  Iheep  hear  his  voice :  a 
"  Ms  owa  iheep  by  name, 
••ihem  out  - 

"  4.  And  when  he  puttt 
**ow»flieep,  he  goeth  befoi 
"the  (heep  follow  him:  fo 
"  his  voice. 
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**  5.  And  a  ftranger  will  they  ndt  fol- 
**  low,  but  will  flee  from  him :  for  they 
**  know  not  the  voice  of  ftrangers.** 

How  beautiful,  as  well  as  jiift,  19  the 
comparifon  here  drawn,  of  the  care  anii 
attention  of  our  Saviour  to  helplefs  mor- 
tals, with  that  of  a  fhepherd  to  his  flock ! 
Ever  attentive  to  their  wants,  he,  like  the 
fhepherd,  is  conftantly  at  hand,  to  guide 
and  condu6l  them  through  fijfe^  add  to 
guard  them  againft  all  dangers; ' 

'  The  ftieep-fold'  means,  the  churcl}  of 
God  :  •*  the  door  by  which  we  are  to 
enter,'  is  Chrift  himfelf.  The  outWard' 
and  vifible  fign  of  our  admiflion,  is  water; 
wherein  we  are  baptized,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 

"  6.  This  parable  fpake  Jefus  unto  them !' 
^'  but  they  underftood  not  what  things  they • 
'*  were  which  he  fpake  unto  them.       ?   •• 

"  7.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  them  again^ 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  I  am 
**  the  door  of  the  fheep. 

*•  8-  All 
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;.  And  a  (Iranjer  »i  ikrt 
^  but  will  flee  frombiiife 
w  not  the  voice  of  Biaip.' 

w  Ixautifiil,  M  wlUi'- 
rifon  here  drawn,  oftei^ 
on  of  our  Saviour  10  fe': 
iththatofalhepherJiiss 
rttentive  10  their  wamw- 
■rd  is  conllanily  at !«:? 

J,em  againft  "II  ■'"P  j 
,  ftcep-fotf  »ea.  '-^ , 
.  the  door  by  wkl «' f 
i,  Chrift  htoM  »' 
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"  8.  All  that  ever  came  before 
thieves  and  robbers :  but  the  ft: 
not  hear  them. 

"  g.  I  am  the  door :  by  me  if  a 
enter  in,  he  fhall  be  faved,  and 
in  and  out,  and  find  pafture. 
"  10.  The  thief  cometh  not  bi] 
fteal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  deftroy 
come  that  they  might  have  life,  j 
they  might  have  it  more  abunda 
"11.  I  am  the  good  flicphei 
good  fhepherd  giyeth  his  life 


Our  Lord,  in  this  and  other  p 
paints  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  (\ 
cornipted  the  law  of  Mofes  anc 
die  people  by  their  vain  and  abfi 
trines)  in  their  true  colors ;  and  i\ 
^^  more  likely  to  make  an  im 
upon  them,  than  if  he  had  been  cc 
and  openly  reproving  them :  for  a 
^heir  pride  and  obftin?cy  would 
their  confeffing  it,  yet  it  is  impoffi 
could  have  heard  thefe  parables 
Zz 
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applying  them  to  themfelves  and  fofier- 
ing  under  the  upbraidings  of  their  own 
confciences.  There  is  a  ilriking  refem- 
blance  between  the  conduft  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees,  and  that  of  the  priefis  and 
teachers  of  the  people,  in  the  time  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah ;  who,  in  the  twenty* 
third  chapter  and  (irft  and  iecond  veries, 
thus  prophefies  of  them :  "  Woe  be  unto 
**  the  paflors  that  deftroy  ajid  fcatter  the 
"  fheep  of  my  pafture !  faith  the  Lord. 
"  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  erf 
"  Ifrael  againft  the  paflors  that  feed  my 
•*  people ;  Ye  have  fcattered  my  flock, 
•'  and  driven  them  away,  and  have  not 
**  vifited  them :  behold,  I  will  vifit  upon 
•*  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  faith  the 
•'  Lord;' 

May  the  Almighty  grant  that  thefe 
threatenings  may  neitheir  be  merited  ncMf 
accompliftied,  either  in  this  or  any  hh 
ture  age  of  the  world,  for  the  fake  both 
of  the  paftor  and  of  the  flock !  Such 
muft  be  the  fincere  prayer  q{  every  true 
Chriflian. 

Our 
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thing  ihem  to  themfelveaii 
under  the  upbraidingsofie 
fciences.  There  is  a  % 
ice  between  the  conduflofai 
Pharifees.  and  thatoftksj 
lers  of  the  people,  in  tlKJh 

het  Jeremiah;  who, in i 
.chapter  and  firil  and  to 
prophefiesofthem:"f«k' 
.paftoKthatdeftroya/i*! 

.reforc  thus  faith  tkWWj 
.J  againathepafloHBt^l 

,le;    Ye  have  fcatterj^^ 
driven  them  away.  "J] 

the  eviJ  of  your  do« 
'•"the  Almighty  ff^^ 


nings  may  -  ^ 

pa/lor  and  of  tfi^J^ 
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Oar  Lord  a^dn  repeats,  as  if  to 
it  the  laoreirongly  on  our  minds, 
19  the  door  by  which  alone  vre 
admitted  into  God's  Bivor.  Sti] 
ever,  this  would  be  infufficient ; 
having  entered  into  the  right  d< 
puifae  that  path  which  our  h 
fliepherd  has  fo  clearly  pointed  oi 
m  his  GoTpel. 

We  learn  from  the  Afts  of  the  A 
(chap.  V.  ver.  36.  37.)  that,  ab 
time  when  the  mefliah  was  expe< 
veial  different  perfons  offered  the 
to  the  people  under  that  charafter 
W)ring  to  beguile  and  lead  them 
die  right  way,  to  the  endangerir 
eternal  falvation. 

As  no  lofs  is  to  be  compared  to 
our  foul,  fuch  wicked  impoftors 
juftly  be  contidered  as  the  worft  of 
and  robbers ;'  but  •  the  good  (hephei 
cth  his  flwftp  into  peaceful  and  fee 
tares ;  provideth  for  all  their  wa 
«ven  lays  down  his  life  for  their  fe 
Zz  2 
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How  truly  applicable  is  this  to  our  blels- 
cdLord;  who  not  only  gave  up  his  life  to 
reconcile  us  to  his  offended  Father,  but  has 
left  us,  in  the  Scriptures,  a  conftant  and 
plentiful  fupply  of  heavenly  food,  and  the 
refrefhing  dreams  of  his  holy  fpirit  to  ren- 
der that  food  efficacious  to  our  falvation. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  I 
muft  be  allowed  to  obferve  another  re- 
markable beauty  and  propriety  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  parable  we  are  now  con- 
fidering,  and  the  leffons  we  ought  to  derive 
from  it. 

The  difciples  of  Chrift  are  here  dc- 
fcribed  under  the  chrader  of  fheep  ;  the 
moil  harmlefs,  inoffenfive  and  patient  ani- 
mals in  the  creation  ;  which,  when  carried 
to  the  flaughter,  or  before  the  (hearers, 
are  *  dumb  and  make  no  refiftance/ 

Such  ought  to  be  the  charafter  of  every 
Chriftian :  he  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  for 
meeknefs,  humility,  and  genileneis  of  man- 
ners ;  the  friend  of  peace,  and  enemy  of 
ftrife.     Were,  this  always  the  cafe,  bow 

greatly 
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ow  mi/y  applicable  is  thistoiei 
yrd;  vho  not  only  gaveopk; 
die  us  to  his  offended  Faikk 
s,  in  the  Scriptures,  a  cosi 
fulfupply  of  heavenly  fcsJ 
ling  ftreams  of  his  holy  fp 
at  food  efficacious  to  oiir.i< 
ore  I  quit  this  part  of  iki? 
ae  allowed  to  obfemae 
ble  beauty  and  proprie"*? 
,n  of  the  parable  veCJ^^ 
r,andtheleffonswe«?''^ 

difciples  of  «a.^J 
under  the  chraaer of ^.. 

^he creation;  wkM^i 

laughter,  or  before  ^f] 
.Vandmakenorefi^; 
Irhttobeihecha^fl^;: 
Tefhouldbed-to^ 
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^greatly  would  it  contribute  to  th 
perity  and  happinefs  of  fociety ! 
we  may  do  all  in  our  power  to  c 
dcfirablc  an  end,  let  us  be  very  ai 
both  in  our  words  and  a6lions, 
are  generally  efteemed  as  trifles : 
putcs  and  affronts  much  oftener  ] 
from  things  of  little  or  no  confe 
than  from  matters  of  the  greateft 
tance.    To  be  always  ready  to 
ourfelves  affronted,  or  ill-ufed,  a 
littlenels  of  mind:  true  greatnefs  c 
will  teach  us  equally  to  avoid  giv 
fence,  or  to  fuppofe  an  offence  n 
ourfelves.    When  we  are  really 
the  firft  ftep  we  ought  to  take  is, 
fider  whether  we  may  not  have  giv< 
lor  It ;  and  if  we  find  we  have  h 
leaft  in  fault,  it  then  becomes  us  tc 
ourownmifcondua:  thus  {hall  w. 
l>€nefit  from  thofe  who  are  our  c 
The  next  point  to  be  confidered 
we  ought  to  conduft  ourfelves 
thofe  who  have,  without  caufe,  < 
intended  us  an  injury.     And  here 
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again  recommend,  to  every  Chriftian,  tho 
amiable  example  of  his  Lord  and  Matter 
— that  very  pattern  of  meeknels  ;  who^ 
'  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again.* 
May  it  not,  elfo,  be  worth  confideration^ 
whether  our  offended  honor  would  not  be 
more  completely  fatisfied,  and  our  triumph 
greater,  by  nobly  forgiving  thofe  who 
have  offended  us,  than  by  purfuing  the 
dilates  of  refentment.  Sure  I  am,  that 
fuch  a  condufl  will  procure  us  a  lafting 
peace  of  mind  ;  whereas  revenge,  fweet  as 
(bine  people  may  think  it,  is  at  bed  but  the 
gratification  of  a  moment,  and  never  fails 
to  leave  a  fling  behind  it.  Violent  and 
revengeful  people,  certainly,  cannot  be  (aid 
to  refemble  fheep :  how  then,  except  they 
ufe  their  utmofl  endeavors  to  correft  thelc 
vices,  can  they  expeft  to  be  numbered 
with  Chrifl's  difciples,  whom  he  emphati* 
cally  flyles  *  his  fheep/  This  forgiving 
difpofition  fhould  be  particularly  extend- 
ed to  our  offending  brethren :  the  utmofl 
tendernefs  fhould  be  employed  towards 
fucli  flray  flieep  as  may  have  quitted  the 

fold 
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fold^  in  hopes  of  alluring  them  back. 
Few  cxrcafions  call  for  feverity.    f 

^12.  But  he  that  is  an  hireling,  and 
*  not  the  (hcpherd,  whofe  own  the  flicep 
^  ace  not,  feeth  the  wolf  coming,  and 
^  kavcth  the  (beep,  and  fleeth ;  and  the 
*'  ¥folf  catcheth  them,  and  fcattereth  the 
^  fliccp. 

•*  13.  The  hireling  fleeth,  becaufe  he 
^  is  an  hireling,  and  careth  not  for  the 
^fliecp.* 

Thofe  who  undertake  the  facred  truft 
of  the  care  of  fouls,  or^  in  the  language  of 
the  parable,  of '  a  (hepherd/  for  the  fake  of 
temporal  advantage  only,  without  any 
i|nritual  motive,  will,  in  every  fituation  of 
^mger,  take  care  of  themfelves  and  leave 
tliar  flock  to  the  mercy  of  the  wolf,  or 
their  fpiritual  enemy  who  goes  about 
feeking  whom  he  may  devour ;  nor  wilt 
fuch  paflx}r  or  fhepherd,  at  any  time,  take 
proper  care  of  his  flock,  but  leave  them 
to  firay  at  large. 

Such 
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Such  will  naturally  be  the  condud  of 
an  hireling,  or  one  who  confiders  himfelf 
as  having  no  intereft  in  the  flock. 

"14.  I  am  the  good  (hepherd,  and 
"  know  my  (heep,  and  am  known  of  mine. 

"  15.  As  the  Father  knoweth  me,  even 
"  fo  knov;  I  the  Father :  and  I  lay  down 
"  my  life  for  the  (heep. 

"  16.  And  other  fheep  I  have^  which 
"  are  not  of  this  fold :  them  aJfo  I  muft 
"  bring,  and  they  (hall  hear  my  voice ; 
"  and  there  fhall  be  one  fold,  and  one 
"  fhepherd. 

"  17.  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love 
"  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down  my  life,  that 
"  I  might  take  it  again. 

**  18.  No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I 
"  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have  power  to 
"  lay  it  down,  and  1  have  power  to  take 
"  it  again.  This  commandment  have  I 
**  received  of  my  Father." 

Though  fhort-fighted  man  cannot  diC- 
cem  the  hypocrite  from  the  true  Chrifiian, 

our 
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Such  mil  naturally  be  these: 
an  hireling,  or  one  who  confe 


as 


having  no  intereft  in  thefioA 


"  14.  I  am  the  good  iw  • 
"  know  my  (heep.  and araiiiiir.- 

«  J  -_  y\s  the  Father  hmr^' 
"  fo  knnv.  I  the  Father:  dli: 
«  j-ny  life  for  the  (heep. 

'••'j6.  And  other  (heep li?'': 
•' are  not  oU\^s  m:^^^- 
bring,  and  they  MI  te^- 
and   there  fliall  beonei^^ 

^?^Thereforedoth.f^. 

f    \'o  man  taketn  u 
„  it  dou-n  of  mvit"-       '  • 
"*'        Ivvn  and  I  have p"'- 
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our  Lord,  to  whom  the  fecret 
is  opened,  knoweth  his  owr 
they,  by  faith,  ^)oth  know 
him.  It  was  the  will  of  the 
the  Son  (hoiild  lay  down  his 
redemption  of  mankind ;  am 
the  will  of  the  Father,  fo  was  ii 
of  the  Son :  the  facrifice  was 
luntary:  fortho'  the  malice  2 
of  the  Jews  were  made  ufe  of 
of  effefling  God's  gracious  f 
unlefs  it  had  been  the  will  o 
Lord  to  give  up  his  life  (an 
he  tells  us  his  '  Father  lovei 
^d  have  had  no  power  ov 
•y,  this  is  the  moR  afloniftii 
Jinae  inftance  of  love  to  fal 
•>oth  in  Father  and  Son,  that 
ceived  by  the  human  mind, 
^p'  here  alluded  to.  are  1 
vho  were  to  be  converted  ai 
'onefold'  with  fuch  of  thejev 

"  19.  There  was  a  divif 
"  again  among  the  Jews  for 
Aaa 


„oR  abCuta.  b"'  rj  been  gu>»^  " 

..  onto yo"' '^''T  ,„a  Wafph""'" ^ 
"  «ith  f«'"  Vbiafpbeme   agamft 

«  i,  in  danger  of  ^«^^„^lea«f 
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The  Atts^tiiig  the  miracles  of  our 
SK^tour.tO'die  power  of  the  devil,  was 
a  £11  of  luch    magnitude,,  as  to  draw 
from  him  the  ftrojdgeft  expreflion  of  his 
ind^attioB. .  X.et  us,  therefore,  be  con- 
ftandy  upon  our  guard,  that  we  may  not 
draw  down  upon  ourfelves  fo  dreadful  a 
calamity :  let  us  cad  far  from  us  all  man- 
ner ef  fin.;   and,  efpecially,  let  us  avoid 
fuch  as  are  here  declared  to  be.  of  a  nature 
not  to  be  forgiven.    We  know  not  when  we 
my  be  called  upon  to  giye  an  account ; 
ittdbers  being  daily  funuponed   before 
our  eyes,  without  warning;  but  this  we 
^v,  that  there  is  no  repentance  in  the 
ff»t;  and,  therefore,  that  it  behoves  us, 
^  the  wife  virgins  in  Scripture,  to  have 
<Mir  lamps  conilantly  trimmed,  that,  when 
tJK  Bridegroom  cometh,  we  may  be  in  a 
fiate  of  prepajation. 

*  22.  And  it  was  at  Jerufalem  the  feaft 
''of  The  Dedication;  and  it  was  winter. 

**  23.  And  Jefus  walked  in  the  Temple, 
^  in  Solomon's  porch. 

Aaa  2  "  24.  Then 
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*'  24.  Then  came  the  Jiews  round  aboat 
'^  him,  and  faid  unto  him.  How  long  doft 
•»  thou  make  us  to  doubt  ?  If  thou  be  the 
*'  Chrift,  tell  us  plainly. 

*•  25.  Jefus  anfwered  them,  I  told  yon, 
^' and  ye  believed  *  not;  the  works  that  I 
**  do  in  rtiy  Father's  name,  they  bear  wiu 
**  nefs  of  me  : 

^'  26.  But  ye  believe  not ;  becaufe  yc 
^*  arc  not  of  my  Iheep,  as  1  faid  unto  you.* 

It  appears,  from  the  above  verfes,  that 
an  annual  day  of  thankfgiving  was  fet 
apart  to  God  for  his  great  mercy  to  the 
Jews,  in  permitting  them  to  re-build  the 
Temple  after  their  return  from  the  Ba*.* 
bylonifh  captivity.  It  is  probable,  that 
Ezra,  Zorobabel,  and  Nehemiah,  ftii^y 
enjoined  the  obfervance  of  it,  as  long  as 
the  Temple  iifelf  fhould  continue*    - 

The  Jews,  upon  this  occafion  as  on 
many  others,  endeavored  to  draw  from 
our  Lord  an  explicit  declaration  that  he 
was  the  meffiah,  that  they  might  accufe 
him  to  the  Roman  ftate,  (which   would 

admit 
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.hici  daily  v'ff'-i^^ 


,» 47.  My  fccep  ^« 

tow  them,  ao^^!"' 

"  *'    *aiie^  "''^"  t.  is  pi*""''  *  28.  ^^  ^   ^^^ 

'^^t   capti^'"''    ^  sjeheiBi^'^j        «ta\  We;  and  ihe^ 

>^^^nrobabe*'  and  N    .   .^        ^^^  ^^  ,^y 

» is  greater  than  a^ 

♦«  to  pluck  tbero  o< 

««  30.  I  and  «y 
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The  true  fervanu  of  Chrift  bear  1m 
voice  in  fiis  holy  word  and  {acTaanenii^ 
and  cheerfully  follow  faim  througii  .1^ 
world,  looking  forward  to  that  arown  of 
glory  which  he  has  provided  for  them ; 
and  which,  we  are  here  aflured^  no  power 
(if  they  continue  faithful)  can  ^prive 
them  of. 

'*  31.  Then  the  Jews  took  np  fiones 

^  again  to  ftone  him. 

'^'  32.  Jefus  anfwered  them.  Many  good 
^  works  have  I  fhcwed  you  from  my  ¥^ 
**  ther ;  for  which  of  thofe  woriu  do  ye 
**  ftone  me  ? 

•*  33.  The  Jews  anfwered  him,  faying, 
'*  For  a  good  work  we  ftone  thee  not;  but 
^  for  blafphemy ;  and  becaufe  that  thou, 
^'  being  a  man,  makeft  thyfelf  God. 

**  34-  Jcf^^s  anfwereih  them.  Is  it  not 
**  written  in  your  law,  I  faid.  Ye  arc  gods? 

"  35.  If  he  called  them  gods  unto 
*'  whom  the  word  of  God  came  (and  thu 
^*  Scripture  cannot  be  broken,^ 

^*  36.  Say  ye  of  him  whom  the  Father 

•*hath 


I     THE  UTE  AND  DEATEJf 

The  tree  fervants  of  Ghiils 
ce  ia  fiis  holy  word  andb 
:  cheerfully  follow  hiu  itef 
•Id,  looking  forward  to  tksv 
V  which  he  has  provided.* 
Whicb,wearehereaffurtti'' 
hey  continue  fiuthfui)  «< 

I  of. 

51.  Then  the  Jevs  t«i?^ 

infoftonehim.        J 

2.  JefusanfweredtM^J 

ffor  which  of  thofe  «««=• 

!;  picric  we  fto.^;- 
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*  hath  fanOified  and  fent  into  th 
l**  Thoa  blafphemeft!  becaufe  I  £ 
*«thefonofGod? 

'•  37.  If  I  do  not  the  works  oi 
"  tfaer,  believe  me  not. 

'*  38.  But  if  I  do,  though  y< 
**  not  me,  believe  the  works ;  tha 
•*  know,  and  believe,  that  the  Fa 
*'  me,  and  I  in  him. 

"39.  Therefore  they  fought 
"take him:  but  he  efcaped  out 
-hand, 

"40.  And  went  away  again 
"Jordan,  into  the  place  where 
"  firft  baptized ;  and  there  he  ah 

The  arguments  here  made  u 
our  bleffed  Saviour,  in  reply  to 
^  were  about  to  ftone  him 
^  called  blafphemy,  are  fo  wo 
ftwngand  clear,  as  to  need  no  c 
^  the  Jews  felt  them  fo,  is 
finc^  inftead  of  attempting  tc 
^Jjon,  they  reforted  to  the  uf 
^  violent  and  obilinate  peo 

ere 
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employment  of  force,  where  argamcbC 
had  failed :  but  in  this  attempt  they  fac- 
ceeded  no  better  than  they  had  done  upon 
former  occafions.  Till  our  Lord  chofe 
to  deliver  himfelf  into  their  hands,  they 
had  no  power  at  all  over  him,  and  -might 
with  as  much  chance  of  fuccefs  have 
ftriven  with  the  wind  :  this  they  muft 
have  known,  had  they  made  ufe  of  thein^ 
eftimable  advantages  they  enjoyed  over 
the  reft  of  the  world,  in  being  the  depa- 
fitaries  of  the  word  of  God. 

Some  of  the  faints  and  prophets  who 
were  intrufted  with  God  s  law,  and  were 
inverted  with  authority  to  execute  his  will, 
are,  in  the  Old  Teftament,  ftyled  '  Gods  ;* 
as  having  the  power  from  God  him(elf  to 
perform  fupernatural  a£ls :  (Pfalm  Ixxxii. 
ver.  6.  7.)  "  I  have  faid.  Ye  are  gods ;  and 
"  all  of  you  are  children  of  the  Moft  High. 
'^  But  ye  (hall  die  like  men,  and  fall  like 
"  one  of  the  princes."  In  this  pfalm, 
David  reminds  thefe  exalted  and  highly- 
favored  charafters,  that  they  were  equally 
fubjeft  to  death  with  the  moft  ignorant 

and 
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jlovment  of  force,  vbeij 
failed:  but  in  this  attempir 
ed  no  better  than  theyhad iti 
ler  occafions.    Till  oiu  b: 
;iiver  himfelf  into  their  t? 
lo  power  at  all  over  him,:^ 
as  much  chance  of  fiesj 
n  with  the  wind :  this  :^'j 
known,  had  they  mads  iJ'j 
able  advantages  the)' c.«'1 
?fl  of  the  world,  in  bee?" 
5  ofthewordofGoA 
,e  of  the  faints  and  fi^' 
„trufted  with  Gods  )a^.^^'. 
d  with  authority  to  execij;^' 
,he  Old  Tefta^nent,^^^^ 
„a  the  power  from  G^i^f^, 

"    .-:ihavefaid,Vearer 

;  uirechild.nof.eg 

e  (hall  die  i^^f;:;^ 
,  death  ^'^^^  ^^'       i:- 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUF 

and  infignificant  of  their  fpecies ; 
titual  pride  fliould  prevent  them  I 
attainment  of  that  (late  of  futun 
nels  which  they  were  teaching  o 
acquire.    St  Paul  thought  the 
watch  over  himfelf  abfolutely  ne 
left,whilfthe  was  teaching  others^ 
felf  {hottld  be  a  caftaway.     If,  tt 
fo  highly  favored  thought  him: 
fafc  without  keeping  a  conftan 
over  himfelf,  how  incumbent  i 
every  Chriftian  to  follow  his  ej 
more  particularly  where  any  e> 
Dary  gifts  of  the  holy  fpirit  ha^ 
bcftowed  on  him.      The  Jews 
excufe  to  plead  for  their  infidelit 
had  the  jufteft  grounds  of  faith 
Chrift  as  the  meffiah,  or  fon   c 
(terms  made  ufe  of  in  Scripture  tc 
one  and  the  fame  perfon) ;  fince 
formed  all  that  the  prophets  had 
rrfpefting  that    facred    charafte 
diefe  very  Jews  would  have  beei 
offended,  had  any  one  prefumed  t 
their  knowledge  of,  or  faith  in, 
Bbb  Sci 
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ScripUirei :  but  inconfiftency  i&  the  iaSs^ 
panblc   attendant   upon  obftmacy:  and 

John  the  Baptifl  having  pnpatmd  ibc 
hearts  of  thofe  whom  he  baptized  to.  n> 
ceive  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  dodniies,  our 
Lord^  whole  time  of  quitting  dift  world 
now  drew  near,  thought  proper  to  vfit 
thofe  whofe  minds  were  in  fbme  dintfure 
enlightened ;  that,  by  wicnefliB^  hfs  mi* 
nicies,  they  might  be  convinced  dmt  hewaa 
the  perfon  of  whom  John  fpake,  andbe^ 
come  bright  and  early  examples  of  tcne 
faith  in  him  and  his  glorious  Goipd. 

^41.  And  many  reforted  unto  inm, 
^  and  faid,  John  did  no  mtradi^  :  but  all 
^*  things  that  John  fpake  of  this  man  ifcre 
**  true. 

"42.  And  many  believed  on  him 
"  there." 

John  performed  no  miracle ;  but  fine* 
told  all  thofe  wonders  which  would  afto* 
nifti  the  world  when  wrought  by  his  Mailer. 

This 
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!  batinconfifiaicifi 
tendant  upon  oiivi 


:  Baptift  hiving  p^'l 

lofe  whom  hebafiJi* 

Chrift  andlidife" 

c  time  o(  quim?''* 

near,  thought  pflp*' 

» minds  vc"""^' 
'.  that,  by  wiDrff*- 

,f  whom  John  fAiJ 
and  eariy  txttf^] 
tndhisglorioojC* 


i  many     ^ 
ohn  did  no  r^. 
Johnfpateoftto*'^ 

belie<«|i 


d  many 


.heflvW'^^% 
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This  difFerence  of  charafter  was  n 
to  prevent  the  difciples  of  John  f 
taking  him  for  the  mefliah. 

Some  of  the  prophets,  of  old,  h 
penifittdl^  to  if^dtli  frtiraclci;  hii 
pematural  power  had  been  fu 
from  the  time  of  Malachi  to  that 
the  Baptift :  a  period  of  betwe 
and  four  huiidred  years* .  Thofe  i 
therefore,  performed  by  our  Lo 
haiVfc  appeared  the  more  confpicu^ 
CNfnftqiltntly  have  nlade  a  gre 
pnfiffionilipOD  the  mimU  of  his  fo] 

May  the  Almighty,  of  his  m 
Cfcafe  our  faith,  and  not  only 
Chiiftiains  who  are  the  kaft  wave 
fincere  and  Aeady  faith,  but  Co 
nations  to  Chriflianity,  that  we 
corte  one  univcrfal  flock  under  c 
W,  jcfus  Chrift^  oar  only  fav 
whom,  with  the  Father  and  i;] 
Ghoft^;  be  all  honor  and  glor 
^^*boat.cnd^    Ameni 


Bbb2 
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CHAPTER  THE  FIFTEENTH. 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAF.  XI. 

««  i'lVfOW  a  certain  man  was  Set, 
*^  -*-^  named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany, 
**  the  town  of  Mary  and  her  .fifter  Mar- 
''  tha. 

"  2.  (It  was  that  Mary  which  anointed 
^'  the  Lord  with  ointment,  and  wiped  his 
*'  feet  with  her  hair,  whofe  brother  La* 
*•  zarus  was  fick.) 

'*  3.  Therefore  his  fifters  fent  unto  him, 
*'  faying.  Lord,  behold^  he  whom  thoo 
*'  loveft  is  fick. 

"4.  Whenjefus  heard  that/ he  faid, 
''  This  ficknefs  is  not  unto  death,  but  fcfi 
*'  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God 
*'  might  be  glorified  thereby. 

''5.  Now 
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CHAPTER  THE  nFTEin 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAF.r. 

lTOW  a  certain  itf''^; 
V  named  Uzm.f' 
ownofMaiyandbtrfc^^ 

,1,  was  that  Mary  whjf^ 

,ith  her  hair,  whofeb'**^ 

is  tick.  .j|wk< 
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"5,  Now  Jefus  loved  Martlu 
^  fiftcr,  and  Lazarus." 

The  relation  contained  in  thi 
is,  on  many  accounts,  fo  extrei 
jefiiDg,  and  the  attachment  of  0 
Lord  to  the  family  in  whofe 
power. was  fo  eminently  called  f 
fodiftinguifhed  a  nature,  that  i 
I  truft,  be  confidered  as  foreij 
fubjefl,  if  I  bring  together  in 
all  the  particulars  which  the  ; 
fiimifli  us  with,  refpefting  then 
tenth  chapter  of  St.  Luke's  G 
arc  informed  that  our  Lord,  b 
journey,  entered  a  certain  villa 
a  woman,  named  Martha,  rec 
into  her  houfc,  and,  defirous  c 
every  honor  to  her  gueft,  iramc 
about  to  provide  for  him  eve 
modation  it  afforded;  but  Mary 
Wng  anxious  not  to  lofe  the 
opportunity  of  profiting  by 
loftniflion  offered  her,  went  anc 
dowiji  at  Jefus's  feet,  and  gave 
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iMefifion  lo  hts  dtTccarfe.  ^Martha^  find- 
ing the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  houfe^kft 
upon  her,  and  offended  at  her  lifter's  ap- 
{Miretit  negleft,  comes  to  our  Loni  and 
ccvnpMmff  of  k,  deiiring  that  lie  iroukt 
dii^£)r  her  to  take  a  <hare  iri  ihe  |»bor. 
Jefui  takes  the  opportunity  of  poikiung 
btit  to  her,  bnt  with  the  greateft  Mitdoefii^ 
that  (he- troubled  herfelf  too  macli 'ai>octt 
Worldly' affaiti^,  thereby  iofiisg  the  advai»> 
ttfge  of  fpirhual  improvement,  whitft  het 
fifter,  of  whom  (he  complained^  Ind  adopu 
ed  a  much  more  accepubie  metlKMi  of 
ftiewing  her  regard  to  him,  by  an  eanteft 
defire  of  receiving  inftru8:ion  from  hk 
Kps :  thereby  imimating,  that  the  inodttlr 
gencef;  of  this  world,  which  he  came  to 
wean  mankind  in  a  great  meafure  ffOiD, 
are  not  to  be  put  in  compefitioo  with  the 
aequifiticn  of  fpiiritual  knowledge;  This 
affords  a  tefibn  to  all  Chriftians,  to  fct 
their  aflfeftions  on  things  above;  and 
on  earthly  things. 

The  further  particular  oTthtf  vifir^ 
not  related ;  but,  we  nwy  reafotiablyr 

pofe. 
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fdk^fmmiht  tiforegoiog^accQUiU  of  the 
•insablecobclu^l  of  thetwo£fter$,  that  Mar- 
tha received  with  refped  the  adfnboitkm 
:  of  our  Lord,  and  that  they  both  ft  rove  to 
leader  bis  ftay  with  them  ufeftil  to  tJiem- 
^vtL    It  is  probable,  alfo,  that  heinow 
^Kaae  lacqiiainted  with  their  brother^ 
^^sjeamig  and  formed  that  frkiidflup  and 
vtlicfaaeiit  to  the  whole  fanoily  which  is 
^^«1B  iBCorded   by    St,    John,    f  Happy 
^■uly!  to  be  fo  emiQently  difiaoguiflied 
'y  the  afie£lioii  of  their  Lord  and  Sa- 


us  now  return  to  the  chapter  }}t>* 

^pon  die  occaGon  of  their  brother's 
'^^iMfs,  the  lifters  immediately  make  ap- 
plication to  their  all-powerful  Friend ; 
^"^ing  no  doubt  but  his  love  for;  Lazarus 
*^Uld  induce  him  to  afford  him  relief: 
*^r  were  they  deceived,  although,  for  the 
^•'^feft  purpofes,  he  left  them  awhile  to 
■^niggle  with  their  forrows. 

''  6.  When 
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*'  6.  When  he  had  heard,  therefore,  tiiac 
'*  he  was  fick,  he  abode  two  days  Ml  in 
*•  the  feme  place  where  he  was." 

Our  Lord  did  not  immediateiy  haften 
to  the  relief  of  his  diftreflfed  fiiends,  in 
order  that  the  afliftance  he  defigned  to 
afford  them  might  manifeft  in  a  ftill  higher 
degree  the  power  of  God ;  that  both  Fa- 
ther and  Son  might  be  glorified  thereby. 
We  (hoold  leara  from  this,  that  we  are 
not  to  fuppofe  our  petitions 'rc3e&.ed,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  immediately  granted : 
it  may  be  more  for  the  honor  of  God, 
and  even  for  our  own  benefit,  that  the 
boon  we  afk  (hould  be  deferred ;  nay,  lb 
fliort-fighted  are  we  to  our  own  real  in- 
terefts,  and  fo  little  do  we  know  what  we 
ought  to  aflc,  that,  perhaps,  the  reje&ion 
of  our  petition,  altogether,  may  be  the 
greateft  mercy  the  Almighty  can  (hew  us. 

Our  bleffed  Lord  prepares  his  difciples 
to  expeft  fome  very  extraordinary  event 
from  this  illnefs  of  Lazarus;  fomiething 
that  would  furprize   the   beholders   and 

force 
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WlKohehadheanitlifflk 
m  fick,  he  abode  twiiii 
imc  place  where  hew' 

Lord  did  not  vmek^ 
relief  of  his  dillrellflii' 
that  the  affiftancebci^ 
Jicm  might  manifeflinfc> 
the  power  of  God;  tiii^;' 

,d  Son  might  be  glo*«* 
aid  ieam  from  tfe^ 
jnpofeourpetitions«<^^ 
cy  are  not  inin,edia.rf??=! 

n  for  our  own  bA^ 

afkfhouldbedefent^*] 

ned  are  we  to  oarj^; 

,ft,that,F^hap^^*:, 
romeveryeM" 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOU 

force  them  to  glorify  the  Almigh 
the  Father  is  glorified,  when  his  S 
rified;  and  Chrift  is  glorified  wb 
vine  power  is  made  manifeft,  fo 
may  delight  in  acknowledging  I 
the  only  Son  of  God,  and  the  onh 
and  Redeemer  of  mankind. 

•*7.  Then  after  that  faith  he  t 
'*  ciplcs.  Let  us  go  into  Judea  ag 

^  8.  His  difciples  fay  unto  him 
"  the  Jews  of  late  fought  to  ftc 
•*  and  goeft  thou  thither  again  ? 

"  9*  J^f^s  anfwered,  Are  t 
•*  twelve  hours  in  the  day  ?  If 
"walk in  the  day,  he  flumbleth 
**  caufe  he  feeth  the  light  of  this 

**  la  But  if  a  man  walk  in  i 
"  he  ftumbleth,  becaufe  there  is 
"  in  him.'* 

The  difciples  could  not  help  c 

t^furprize,  that  our  Lord  flio 

of  going  again  into  Judea,  where 

had  fo  lately  fought  his  life :  i 

Ccc 


i 
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he  tells  them,  that  he  was  as  fafe  ftom 
the  hatred  and  malice  of  the  Jeira»  tttlfe 
tkne  appointed,  as  a  man  wodid  be  Adoi 
ftumbling  who  walked  with  the  gremeA 
ctpe  and  watchfuloefs  during  tiie  <iay»axid 
never  attempced  to  walk  in  the  tiighL 
The  expreflioo  'twelve  homn^  tocsDB  to 
be  a  figurative  method  of  defcribing  that 
portion  of  time  our  Lord  cbofe  to  con- 
tinue upon  earth ;  which  was*  till  Jk  Jbad 
performed  every  thing  which  the  prophets 
had  foretold  of  him  ;  completing  the 
work  for  which  he  became  man ;  and 
fulfilling  all  his  Father's  wilL 

God  grant  that  we  may  all  Ibllow  the 
example  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  by  mak- 
ing the  bed  ufe  of  that  ame  which  the 
Almighty  has  intruded  to  oiu-  care  1  that 
we  may  not '  ftumble  in  the  nighty'  or«  in 
other  words,  go  down  to  the  giwve  be- 
fore we  have  performed  all  the  work 
which  our  heavenly  Father  twill^  require 
ait  our  hand^ :  for,  as  we  know  90t  how 
fbon  we  may  be  called  to  give  up  x>ur 
ftewardfhip,  we  (hould  at  all  times  be 

ready 
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tells  them,  that  he  vassU 
bailed  and  malice  QSthtlpi,i 
appointed,  as  a  mm  vodiifi 
bling  who  walked  with  iIta 
and  watchfulaer$durijigBf|lt 
•  attempted  to  walliiiiif 
expreffion  '  twelve  bonta 
igurative  method  of  (fe": 
m  of  time  our  Lord  cWjij 
upon&nb;  which  w^** 
med  e\vry  thing  wW'fl^ 
,retold  of  him;  coi^^ 
or  which  he  beaat^^ 
^  all  his  Father's  will 
grantthat  weraayail<*'■ 
f  of  our  ble/Ted  &»W^.' 
beft  ureofthattin-r^: 
.V  has  intruded  to  ouro^; 

;ot'/iumW^'«^^,'t, 
,rfls   rodomtotkfi 


},  ^c 
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it^y  for  die  fcnnindns.  The 
^lisivlsK^iidic  ixcafed  becaoCr 
gtooiiii:arariinexpe3tediy:  we  a 
to  watch,  and  be  conftantly  pr 
death;  as  it  may  overtake  us 
feaft  fxpeJEl  h.  ChriRians,  vrh 
fi^  of  their  Mailer's  gloriotu 
guide  and  diie£l  thera^  have  n( 
plead,  fliould  they  fiumble  and 

/im  Thefe  things  faid  he 
"ihaihcfakh  unto  them.  Oar 
"  ztnis  fleepeth ;  but  I  go,  t 
**  iMoike  him  out  of  fleep. 

"  12.  Then  faid  hb  dHciple 
«lieiIeephe{baUdowen. 

"  13.  Howbeit,  Jefus  fpake  o 
*''  but  they  thought  that  he  hac 
"  taking  of  reft  in  fleep. 

"14.  Then  faid  Jiefus  unto  t 
'*  1^  Lazarus  is  dead. 

'"'i^  And  I  am  glad  for 
"  that  I  was  not  there,  to  the 
"may  believe;  nevcrthelefs, 
"unto  him. 

Ccc  2 


I 
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^  16.  Then  faid  Thomas,  which  is.  GiB> 
'^  ed  Didynias,  unto  his  feUow-diTdplflh 
^  Let  us  alfo  go,  that  we  may  die  wit)|| 

«him." 

Sleep  is  fo  trae  a  pi£lure  of  death,  that 
death  in  Scripture  is  often  called  fleep : 
the  difciples,  therefore,  might  .natunUj; 
have  concluded  that  Lazarus  was  .deadi 
when  our  Lord  faid  he  would  go  and 
awake  him ;  (ince  it  could  never  be  /Up- 
pofed  the  office  of  a  friend  to  wake^.ihe 
fick  when  enjoying  the  repofe  of  fleep  r 
but  their  faith  not  being  yet  fufficiently* 
ellablifhed,  to  fuppofe  their  Mafter  meant 
to  recal  him  from  the  grave,  they  put  a 
literal  conftru£lion  upon  his  words^ 

Jefus  finding  thiis  to  be  the  cafe,  tells 
them,  in  plain  terms,  that  Lazarus  was 
dead;  and  that,  on  their  account,  it  was 
matter  of  fatisfaftion  to  him  that  he  had 
not  been  there;  becaufe,  by  the. winder* 
ful  work  he  ftiould  now  have  to  perform, 
their  faith  in  him  muft  of  neceffity  receive 
the   fulled  confirmation.     He  then   dc-' 

dares 
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leofaid  Thomas,  vlidu 
ms,  unto  his  feUoili 
To  go,  that  vemi&i 


)  true  a  pidureoftti 
ripture  is  often  aVH 
I,  therefore,  migiiiai 
ded  that  Lazamaii 
.ord  faid  he  wodlf* 
finccit  could  Dflf^f; 
ce  of  a  friend  to**'! 
joying  the  rcpofe^lBj 
h  not  being  yet  iiii*| 
fuppofe  their  Mato^ 
Tom  the  grave,  iltrr 

^on  upon  his  *»>* 
^tbistobetkek*: 

,  terins,  that  I^' 
t  on  their  accoiiil.<» 
faaiontohimtliati;* 

•  becaufe^yti'*;^ 
aJdnov  have  to  1^ 

amudofnecd^^ 

Irmation.   ^^ 
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darta  his  iateiilion  of  going  to  him 
mas  fonefaw  .all  the  danger  of  re 
into  Jttdeai  where  the  Jews  had  f 
ibughti  the  life  of  his  Mailer ;  b 
oeiviog  that  it  was  his  determine 
facriftceall  meaner. confideration 
caKiOf.  friendship,  propofes  to  his 
difciplcs  tfc^  nbble  refolution  of  e 
themfelve«to  all  dangers,  even  to 
zard  of  their  lives,  rather  than  tc 
him  .•  a  refokition  which,  we  have 
tofuppofe  from  wh?it  followed,  i\\ 
nimoufly  adopted. 

The  manners  and  conduft  of  oui 
Saviour,  to  all  who  were  connefl 
uim,  muft  have  attrafted  their  utm 
*nd  veneration ;  and  we  accordin^ 
^  except  in  one  inftance,  whic 
to  have  been  permitted  for  the  pu 
checking  the  prefumption  of  hur 
jure,  all  his  difciples  (fave  Judas  ] 
invariably  adhered  to  him ;  and, 
*hat  inftance,  their  repentance  wa: 
fuddenthanfmcere. 


1 
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Let  tbofe  who  vrould  wi(h  to  be-lofMi^ 
father  than  feared^  folloV  the  exanple^of 
their  blefled  Lord;   and,  inftead  of  diat 
pride  and  arrogance  with  which  ak>'ilHUiy 
are  apt  to  treat  their  dependsna  and  in^ 
feriors,  let  them  condu£i  diemfehKa  to* 
wards  fucb^  with  mitdnei^  and  c6fifid5> 
lation,  alloMrmg  for  the  irailtks  of  faa^ 
man  nature,  and  reproving  then  wfaea 
Aecel&ry  with  gentlene&  aftd  modenrtkMi 
recollefling  that  we  are  all  tiiidtcm  cftkt 
fame  Parent,  and  fervants  of  the  faiae 
Mader,  and  that  we  muft  pxped  tO  be 
dealt  with  by  him  in  the  Jame  mamief  as 
we  have  deah  with  others, 

^17.  Then  when  Jefus  came,  be  foarf 
^  that  he  had  Iain  in  the  grave  foor  ck^ 
•*  already.  ' 

•"  18.  (Now  Bethany  was  nigh  oirtdje- 
•*  rufalem,  about  fifteen  furlongs  ofi;) 

*•'  19.  And  many  of  the  Jews  caiiiftW 
^  Martha  and  Mary,  to  corafon  lb* 
*'  concerning  their  brothen 

"  20.  Then 
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)(^  who  would  viflittki 

a  feared,  follwikaB 

led  Lord;  ui'^f 
arn)ganccwith«lK« 

treat  their  dfpeata'' 
I  them  condoa*^' 
■b,with  miWnrf*^ 

owing  for  ^**': 
irt,  andn^' 
^rthgendeoefed-J 

I,  and  favan"  jj 
d  that  we  nn«T  ; 
bjr  him  in  ^^ 
rait  with  otheit 

^nwbenJrfB^'»*jJ 
,d  lain  in  ^f"- 

>w  Bethany  w«jj 
their  brother-  ^^,j; 


/ 
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"  20.  Then  Martha,  as  fooa 
*'icard  that  ijcfus  was  coming,  vf 
*'mct  him:   but  Mary  fat  ftill 
"  houfe.'' 
.  ..  ji 

When  jcfus  arrived  in  the  heij 
hood  of  Bethany,  Lazarus  had 
the  grave  four  days,  and  the  nea 
that  pboe  to  Jerulklem  (it  not  beii 
than  a  mile  and  three-quarters 
froot  it)  had  brought  great  nun 
the  Jews  from  thence,  to  comf 
fiflco:  his  death,  of  courfe,  mi 
been  ircU  known  at  Jerufalcm  ;  an 
the  prefence  of  fo  many  of  the  inh 
rfthat  place  at  the  miracle  our  L 
^ut  to  perform,  the  fame  of  ii 
natumlly  be  fpread  over  the  whc 
and  add  greatly  to  the  number  of 
Waeven.  The  cuftom  amongft  t 
for  the  friendg  of  the  family  to  ; 
and  mourn  with  thofe  who  had  idl 
ttlaiioo,  mi  of  ahcient  dit^,  as  a 
from  Scripftire ;  and  the  felijgth 
"Wiurmngs,  and  the  number  cSf  the 
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ers,  muft  have  depended  in  fome  meafure 
upon  the  rank  and  confequence  of  the 
departed  perfon. 

"21.  Then  faid  Martha  unto  Jefus, 
"  Lord,  if  thou  hadft  been  here^  ray  bro- 
"  ther  had  not  died. 

"  22.  But  I  know,  that  even  now,  what- 
"  foever  thou  wilt  afk  of  God,  God  will 
**  give  it  thee. 

"  23.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Thy  brother 
"  fliall  rife  again. 

**  24.  Martha  faid  unto  him,  I  know 
'*  that  he  (hall  rife  again  in  the  refurre3xon 
''  at  the  laft  day. 

"  25.  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  I  am  the  re- 
"  furre6lion,  and  the  life :  he  that  bcKeV'^ 
"  eth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
"  fhall  he  live ; 

"  26.  And  whofoever  liveth  and  he- 
**  lieveth  in  me,  fliall  never  die.  Believeft 
**  thou  this  ? 

"  27.  She  faith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord;  I 
'» believe  that  thou  art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  oF 
V  God,  which  ftiould  come  into  the  world; 

"28.  And 


€€ 
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CTS,  mufl  have  depended  inn: 
upon  the  rank  and  ccdap 
depaned  perfon. 

«  21.  Then  faid  Martha:!^ 
Lord,  if  thou  hadft  been  k5- 
thcr  had  not  died.  i 

foever  thou  wilt  alk  of  G!^'^^ 

o-ive  it  thee.  _. 

t.^.  Je/lis  faith  unto  hr!- 

:*  {hall  rife  again. 

;.  04.  Martha  faid  '-.nto^:' 
.,hathefliallrireagain.n^- 


i^ 
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**  2S.  And  when  (he  had 
"went  her  way,  and  called 
•'(ifter  fccretly,  faying.  The 
*'  come,  and  calleth  for  thee.* 

Although  Martha's    faith 
fomc  degree  deficient,  upon 
occafion,  in  fuppofmg  our  L 
diate  prefence  neceffary  to  ha 
brother'j  life,  yet  it  was,  upoi 
fo  ftrong  in  conceiving  it  to  1 
power  to  reftore  him,  that  Je 
notice  of  its  imperfeftion : 
intention  to  confirm  it. 

Our  Lord  compaflionate 
roities,  errors,  and  diftreffes 
•nd  never  fails  to  remove  the 
fometimes,  by  flow  and  almc 
^k  degrees :  this  difb^^liev 
and  fay  that  God  has  forfake 
fervants,  when  he  is  only 
mercitt  for  their  good,  as  01 
occafion;  for  although  Chrii 
ftftorc  Lazarus  to  life,  he  1 
pftfent  to  have  turned  M 
Ddd 
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upon  the  general  refurreftion,  to  draw 
from  her  a  full  profeflion  of  her  belief : 
this  we  may  fuppofe  from  her  reply^  that 
ftie  knew  that  her  brother  would  rife 
again  at  the  laft  clay.  This  was  no  new 
dodrine  amongft  the  Jews ;  though  the 
Sadducees,  who  were  a  peculiar  feft^  de- 
nied it.  Our  Lord  then  leads  Martha's 
thoughts  from  the  general  refuiredion  to- 
wards the  wonderful  and  particular  refur- 
reflion  he  was  going  to  bring  about  in  the 
perfon  of  her  brother,  by  declaring  to  her, 
that  he  himfelf  was  *  the  refurre£iion  and 
the  life ;'  that  is,  that  the  power  of  life  and 
death  was  his,  and  that  he  could  call  any 
one  out  of  the  grave  to  a  renewed  exif- 
tence,  and,  this  notwithftanding,  the  gene- 
ral refurreftion  was  fixed  to  the  laft  day. 
Having  thusafferted  his  miraculous  power, 
he  calls  on  Martha  to  confefs  her  belief  in 
it,  before  he  would  raife  her  brother  from 
the  dead,  to  point  out  to  her  that  faith 
was  a  neceflary  preparation  to  entitle  her 
to  the  benefit  he  meant  to  confer  on  her 
by  working  fo  great  a  miracle.      Our 

Lord, 
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upon  the  ^pneral  refunect 

from  her  a  full  proMonofJ? 

this  we  may  fuppofe  from  kci! 

fte  knew  that  her  brother  6 

again  at  the  laft  day.  ft- 

doarine  amongft  the  Je«*; 

Sadducees.whowereapecrt- 

niedit.    Our  Lord  then  tej 
thoughts  from  the  genenl.^ 

^ardstheu-onderfulanp^; 

perfon  of  her  brother,  y^ 
rathchimfelf^^as'the^l 

°  ^ffhe^ravetoa-tit^i; 

'"'   .     Vh„.airerte<fto»'*°:! 


Lord,  on  another  occafion,  d 
he  could  not  work  many  migl 
in  his  own  country,  becaufc 
belief  of  his  countrymen.  M2 
manifdledherfteady  faith  thai 
Son  of  God  which  fliould  co 
world,  goes  privately  to  fete 
Mary ;  telling  her,  that  *  th 
come/ 

*^2g.  As  foon  as  fhe  hea 

**  arofe  quickly,  and  came  uni 

"  30.  Now  Jefus  was  not  y( 

*  the  town,  but  was  in  that  ] 

*  Martha  met  him. 
**3i.  The  Jews  then  whicl 

"  her  in  the  houfe,  and  cor 
"when  they  faw  Mary,  that 
^  haftily,  and  went  out,  follov 
**  »g,  She  goeth  unto  the  gn 
*' there. 

"32*  Then  when  Mary  was 
**  Jcfus  was,  and  faw  him,  fl 
"  at  his  feet,  faying  unto  hi 
Ddd  2 
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«•  thou  hadft  been  here,  my  brother  had 
«  not  died. 

«  33,  Whfcn  Jefus^  therefore,  faw  hcf 
"  weeping,  and  the  Jews  alfo  weeping 
"  which  came  with  her,  he  groaiied  in  the 
"  fpirit  and  was  troubled, 

••  34.  And  faid,  Where  have  ye  laid 
"  him  ?  They  fay  unto  him.  Lord,  come 
"  and  fee. 

**  35.  Jefus  wept." 

As  foon  as  Mary  received  from  her  fiP" 
ter  the  intelligence  of  our  Lord's  ap- 
proach, (he  repaired  to  him,  and  addrefled 
herfelf  to  him,  under  every  (ymptom  of 
the  deeped  afflidion ;  lamenting,  as  Mar- 
tha had  done,  that  he  had  not  been  pre* 
fent,  as  that  might  have  prevented  ihe 
death  of  her  brother.  How  ftriking  is 
the  condu8:  of  our  Lord !  and  in  how 
amiable  a  light  does  he  appear,  through*' 
out  the  whole  of  this  interefting  cranf- 
afiion !  .,.,.. 

Inftead  of  the  feverc  philofopher,  who 
would  wifti  to  delln>y  the  heft  and  moft 

genuine 
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t&OH  badR  been  here,  njini 
ootdied. 

«  33.  When  Jefus,  tbtiefej 
vecping,  and  ihe  Jew  fit 
rhich  came  with  her.  hf|i«« 
jirit  and  was  troubled, 
34.  And  faid,  ^herrWi 
im?  They  fay  uniohinl^'. 

nd  fee. 

^  55.  Jefus  wept."  I 

5  Toon  as  Mary  r«fH«^'- 
J,c  intelligence  oii>^^ 
.h,flie  repaired  to  iiiM^ 
*f  to  him,  under  f^flrW*. 

Td'Jone^thathebad^l. 

as  chat  .IS^I  ha«  P«^ 
^f  her  brother.  He   | 

•        light  does  he  apP. 
'^.-hoie  of  .his  ".e^ 

Iciorthefo-e^P^'g; 
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genuine  fieetiogs  of  our  hearts,  we 
as  the  fiicnd  and  companion  of  xi 
entering  iDto  all  their  feelings,  ar 
cipating  in  all  their  diftrefles. 
viour  of  the  world,  the  great  Lor 
univerfc,  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  p 
touched  at  the  afflidion  of  fufferi 
tab;  and,  giving  way  to  the  f« 
that  nature  which  he  had  condi 
to  take  on  himfelf,  is  troubl 
groans  in  fpirit !  He  who  could 
without  a  tear,  to  the  moft  agoni: 
ments  in  his  own  perfon,  to  mafe 
tncnt  for  the  guilt  of  others,  weep 
fufiferings  of  his  fellow- mortals ! 
tetfs!  which  will  for  ever  fanft 
amiable  feelings  of  our  nature,  ii 
»11  the  arguments  of  hard-heart< 
fophcrs :  nor,  after  fuch  an  infta 
It  be  deemed  any  impeachment  o 
ticnce  and  refignation  to  the  wil 
fliould  we,  under  fevere  trials,  ex 
fenfeof  them  in  tears  and  lam< 
All  that  feems  to  be  required 
fuch  cafes,  is,  that  we  (hould  not 
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forrow  to  get  the  better  of  our  reafon,  fo 
as  to  incapacitate  us  for  the  performance 
of  our  duties^  or  grieve  as  pdrfons  with- 
out hope. 

Let  us,  hpwever,  carefully  avoid  the 
error  which  too  many  are  apt  to  fall  into— 
the  making  troubles  of  trifles  :  which,  as  an 
evidence  of  an  unthankful  and  difcontented 
difpofition  of  mind,  muft  be  highly  difpleaf- 
ing  to  our  all-bountifuI  and  merciful  God* 

"  36.  Then  faid  the  Jews,  Behold  how 
"  he  loved  him  ! 

"  37,  And  fome  of  them  faid.  Could 
"  not  this  man,  which  opened  the  eyes  of 
"  the  blind,  have  caufed  that  even  this 
"  man  (hould  not  have  died  ? 

"  38-  Jefus,  therefore,  again  groaning 
*'  in  himfelf,  cometh  to  the  grave.  It  was 
"  a  cave,  and  a  ftone  lay  upon  it. 

*'  39-  Jef^s  faid.  Take  ye  away  the 
*'  ftone.  Martha,  the  fifter  of  him  that 
''  was  dead,  faith  unto  him.  Lord,  by  this 
"  time  he  ftinketh :  for  he  hath  been  de^ 
'*  four  days. 

"40.  Jefus 
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7V  to  get  the  better  of  onrrr 

incapacitate  us  fordiepei- 

ir  duties,  or  grieve  a  p' 

ope. 

:  us,  however,  carefully- 

^•hich  too  many  are  apt  U-- 

iking  troubles  of  trifles  ;-=^ 

iceofanunthankfulandt- 

itionofmind,mufH)ete^ 

ouraJI-bountifulandr.'' 

Jhenraidtheje^'x^-^'- 

i-edhim!  .•, 

And  fame  of  tk.^; 

,is  man,  which  ope«^*; 
ind.  have  caufd  ^^ 
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'*  40.  Jefus  faith  unto  her, 
"  unto  thee,  that,  if  thou  would 
«  thou  Ihouldeft  fee  the  glory  c 

Thefurprizeexpreffed  by  the 
had  been  witnetfes  upon  forme 
interefting  occafions,  that  the 
nature  were  under  his  contro 
tremely  natural :  they  perc< 
greatly  he  loved  Lazarus,  and 
conceive  why  he  ftiould  fuffer 
fo  immature  a  death,  when  he  . 
reftored  him  by  a  word.  The 
aware  that  our  Lord  had  other  < 
objefts  in  view,  than  the  indulg 
own  feelings ;  namely,  the  glo 
and  benefit  of  mankind.  So 
Jews  were,  probably  from  tl 
fiance,  led  to  fuppofe  that  he 
cxercife  this  miraculous  power 
but  only  on  particular  occafio 
der  certain  influences.  If  fuel 
fuppofition,  they  muft  foon 
convmced  of  their  error.  V 
was  the  defign  of  our  blcflR 
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change  the  fcene  before  hito,  froai  the 
deepeft  aHii6lion  to  the  utmoft  jbyi  y«  It 
afforded' too  juft  a  piflure  of  the  fufiferings 
of  mankind  to  be  feen  by  him  unmoved, 
and  drew  from  him  expreffidds  df^  pity 
and  concern* 

Although  Martha  had  at  firft  exprefled 
her  convi£Hon.  that  whatever  Jefus'fiioiild 
aik  of  the  Father,  he  would  give  it  him, 
yet,  now  that  the  awful  and  aftooifliing 
event  was  about  to  take  place,  her  faith 
begins  to  waver,  and  (he  reqwres  to  be 
reminded  by  our  Lord  of  his  former  af- 
furances  to  her.  This  appears  by  her  ob- 
jefting  to  the  removal  of  the  ftone,  in 
confequence  of  his  having  been  fo  long 
dead. 


€f 


41.  Then  they  took  away  the  ftone 
**  from  the  place  where  the  dead  was  laid. 
•*  And  Jefus  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  (aid, 
"  Father,  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  heud 


« 


42.  And  I  knew  that  thou  heareft 
me  always ;  but  becaufe  of  the  people 

"  which 
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ujge  die  fcene  before  hife,  it 
peftafflicliontotheunnoir*. 
idedtoojuftapidDieofiki^ 
ankindto  be  feenbyhs! 
drew  from  him  exprefcte 

though  Martha  had  aifci* 
«nviftion.thatwhat«fr|iSi 
f  the  Father,  he  wouldf" 
nour  that  the  awluld^ 
^5  about  to  take  pl«'» 

,  to  waver,  and  ftefVi 
jedbyourLardofbJ*: 

to  the  removal  of  *J^ 
uenccofhishavu-gte." 

refus  lifted  «P*«^t^i, 


rays ;  ''''^  *t^ 
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«  whkh  ftwid  by  I  fai4  it,  thjit  tl 
«  believe  thtt  thou  haft  fent  m^. 

"  43.  And  when  he  thus  h*d 
*'  he  cried  with  r  loud  vaige,  J 
»'  conw  forth ! 

•*  44.  An4  he  th»t  w?is  de^d  can 
"  bound  hand  *nd  foot  with  grave- 
"  md  lus  f»c«  waa  bound  about: 
*'  napkin,  Jefus  faith  unto  them 
♦'hiip.wdlethimgo." 

Th«  Kinoval  of  the  ftone  fi 
f»ve,  and  the  other  ceremonies  < 
hyour  Saviour  upon  the  prefent  c 
eeuld  not  have  been  neceffary  to 
fonnance  of  the  miracle ;  but  ou 
W  this  as  on  moft  other  occafiona 
iseaded  to  our  weakneffes.    Thei 
g>^t  numbers  prefent,  who  all  k 
<4n:uinftance9  of  Lazarus's  death, 
^  have  detennined  to  make  the 
of  hii  lefurreflion  fo  clear  and  oh 
die  fenfeSf  as  to  leave  no  poflible 
to  cavil  at,  or  difpute  it.    Had 
<!Oioe  forth  from  the  tomb,  witi 
Eee 
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ftone  having  been  removed,  fome  of  the 
fpe£biors  might  have  thought  that  it  waS 
his  fpirit  they  had  feen,  and  that  his  body 
ftill  remained  in  the  grave ;  but  when 
they  faw  him  in  the  tomb,  and  faw  him 
arife  from  thence  in  his  burial-clothes,  as 
they  had  depofited  him  there,  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  raife  the  (hadow  of  a  doubL 
A  fingle  word,  nay,  even  a  thought,  of  our 
Lord,  would  have  reftored  him  to  life ;  but 
that  all  prefent  might  fee  and  know  that  the 
dead  heard  his  voice,  he  calls  to  Lazarus, 
with  a  loud  voice,  to  '  come  forth :'  the 
order  was  inftantly  obeyed ;  and  his  decla- 
ration to  Martha  fully  eftablifhed,  when  he 
faid,  '  I  am  the  refurre6):ion  and  the  life/ 

Another  part  of  our  Saviour's  conduft 
upon  this  occafion,  is  very  ftriking,  and 
well  deferving  our  notice. 

Though  one  with  the  Father,  and  pof- 
fefling  all  the  power  of  the  God-head,  he 
makes  public  profeflion  of  his  thanks  to 
him,  thereby  teaching  us  not  only  to  lift 
up  our  eyes  and  hearts  to  him,  in  all  our 
wants  and   diftrefles,  but  to  make  our 

grateful 
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QoK  having  been  remowd,b 
fpeBitom  might  have  tiwujliis 
iifpirit  they  had  feen,  and  lit: 
ftill  remained  in  the  gnvtf^ 
fjxy  faw  him  in  the  tomb, :-' 
arife  from  thence  in  his  br> 
ihey  had  depofited him  th'- 1 
^ffible  to  raife  die  ftadof  <•' 
\fingle  word,  nay.  even  ai^' 

,^,a//pn.remm,gbtfeeandij 
I,  a  loud  voice,  to  Wj^ 

:^  To  Martha  fuliyejab*; 

,  this  occafioD,  B  ^«)  "^i 
defen-ing  our  notice     J 
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grateful  acknowledgments  to  hi: 
fiivors  he  daily  and  hourly  beft< 

OS. 

The  order  for  releafing  Lazj 
his  burial-clothes,  in  vipw  of 
tators  of  the  miracle,  was  probabl 
out  to  diem,  that  his  reftorati< 
was  not  merely  for  the  momen 
Chew  forth  the  mighty  power  of 
that  he  was  to  be  reftored  to  h: 
and  fociety,  and  return  to  all 
tioiu  of  life,  as  if  he  had  not  die 

"  45.  Then  many  of  the  Je^ 
*  came  to  Mary,  and  had  feen  t 
"which  Jefus  did,  believed  on  I 

"46.  But  fome  of  them  w 
*'  ways  to  the  Pharifees,  and  t 
!*  what  things  Jefus  had  done. 

'*  47.  Then  gathered  the  chi 
"and  the  Pharifees  a  council, 
"  What  do  we  ?  for  this  man  do 
**  miracles. 

"  48.  If  we  let  hun  thus  aloni 
^  will  believe  on  him ;  and  the 
Eee  2 
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<*  (hall  come  «nd  uke  away  both  oar  pIiM 
**  and  nau6n»* 

Otic  would  have  fearcdy  ccauxhtd  it 
poffible  that  any  one  who  had  bem  p««>- 
fent  at  the  fcene  juft  defcrtbed,  could  ha^v 
tfbtitinued  in  a  ftate  of  infidelity  %  yet,  Wtt 
team  that,  though  many  of  the  company 
then  prefent  believed,  there  wera  otheift 
who  wtnt  to  inform  the  Pharifees  of  what 
had  pafled.  and  to  concert  ineafufes  t^akA 
Jefus.  The  chief  priefts  and  •t'httTtfMi 
clearly  faw  that  it  was  no  longer  poflible 
to  deny  or  conceal  the  wonderful  works 
wrought  by  our  Lord,  and  that,  if  thi^  did 
not  find  fome  means  of  deftioyilk^  hilta, 
their  own  power  and  influence  Would  be 
at  an  end }  as  ail  people  would,  of  coarfe, 
quit  them,  for  one  whofe  a£te  afforded 
Aich  tlnbttfwerable  proofs  of  his  divihe 
commiflion  i  thus  they  fufiei«d  pridft 
and  felf-intereft  to  regulate  their  conduQ, 
in  oppofnion  to  their  own  acknowledgtd 
convi6iion.  In  the  lofs  of  their  own 
power,  they  imagined  they  faw  the  total 

deftru6lion 
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hill  ame  tad  uie  vnj  \A«i 
idoiuM.' 

\ta  would  have  fcirctly 
We  that  any  one  vho  bo 
itthefcenejuftdefciiM*' 
nuedinaftaieofitiliiiflK' 
that,  though  many  of** 
prefent  believed,  to  «"* 
(renttoinfonflil'*'**!', 

the  chief  prieds  iu*f 
fawrthatitwasDolofP- 
,  or  conceal  the  wdBb'5 
nbyourLord,an(ltl*/"^ 
d  fome  niean»  ofm 
,„  power  and  in/l««J^; 

•'H'  for  one  whofe^  ^ 
,«A.erBble  p«K)6/*3 
on  :  thus  they  f*^J 
net.«tor.g«l-H 

:ion  to  their  o^^i^, 
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dtftraflion  of  their  leingdom  and 
atid,  as  {s  geoemlly  the  cefe  with  o 
attd  %flomA«e}  they  drew  dowi 
thetnfiiJvei  the  very  mifchiefs  wl: 
Adf  crooked  tind  deteftable  polu 
«8fit  to  bvert;  fince  the  debth 
Loid,  pfocuivd  by  their  di&bolic 
trivaiMxi,  Vfts  the  figtial  for  the  del) 
both  of  thdr  Temple  and  of  Je 
Afelf>  Moording  to  the  prophecy 
Saviottr,  (St.  Luke,  chapter  xi> 
41.  42.  43«  ^4.)  who  wept  o 
cHyi  "Saying,   If  thou  hadft 
•eveti  tbott,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  c 
"things  which  belong  unto  thy 
"but  now  they  are  hid  from  thi 
^ "  For  the  day's  (hall  come  upon  th 
"  iWfte  eneinies  (hall  caft  a  irenc 
"  Uh*,  at^  compafs  thee  round,  a 
"  thise  in  Oh  every  fide,  and  (hall 
"  tireti  with  the  ground,  and  thy 
"within  thee',  and  they  (hall  n. 
*  lA  thee  one  ftoneupon  another; 
"  thou  kneweli  not  the  time  of 
'*»*tion-    And,  again,  (in  St.  N 
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chap,  xxiii.  ver.  37.  38.)  where,  with  that 
compaflion  and  kindneis  which  fo  enii* 
nently  di(lingui(hed  his  condud,  even  to* 
wards  thofe  who  reviled,  in/uJted,  and 
perfecuted  him  to  the  death,  he  addrcfles 
himfelf  to  Jerufalem,  after  charging  upon 
her  all  the  righteous  blood  which  had 
been  fpilt  from  the  time  of  Abel  to  his 
own  time,  in  the  following  moft  pathetic 
words :  ''  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem,  thou 
''  that  killed  the  prophets,  and-  ftooeft 
''  them  which  are  fent  unto  thee ;  how 
''  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  chil- 
•*  dren  together,  even  as  a  hen  ^^diereth 
^*  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and. ye 
''  would  not !  Behold,  your  houie  is  left 
*^  unto  you  defolate." 

Many  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour,  lived  to  fee 
his  predidions  verified  in  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Temple  and  city  of  Jerufalem,  un- 
der Titus,  and  the  total  difperfion  of  their 
nation.  Their  pofterity  have  continued 
wanderers  over  the  face  of  the  earth  to 
the  prefent  time ;  and  though   poflefled 

of 
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chap,  xxiii.  ver.  37. 38.]  wim 

compa/fion  and  kindne^  ml 

oentiy  diflinguiflied  his  a^i 

wards  thofe  who  reviled,  • 

periecuted  him  to  the  hk 

bimfeK  to  ]eru{ikm,a!ia  a 

her  all  the  righteous  bi«ii< 

been  fpilt  from  the  time  of  4' 

own  time,  in  the  followi:^  J' 

words:  «  0  Jenifalem,  Jfl*j 

« that  killen  the  profW 

-  them  which  are  fent  tf  *] 

'  o/ien  ^^ould  I  have  ^^ 

dren  together,  even.. ^^ 

her  chickens  under  her  ij; 

r,fo  vou  defoiate, 
'  \,-cr  the  I""'    J 
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dF enormous  wealth,  have  nev 
to  gain  a  regular  edabliflimer 
many  attempts  have  been  m; 
purpofe:  they  feem  to  be  1 
manl^ind,  by  Providence,  as 
and  perpetual  warning  again 
tuous  and  crying  offences :  w 
other  maimer  account  for  th< 
ing,  long  ago,  acquired  tha 
power  and  influence  which  ^ 
generally  brings  with  it,  infle 
the  objeft  of  fcom  and  repr 
nations  of  the  earth. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  part  ( 
better,  than  in  the  words  of  a 
*nd  ingenious  friend  of  mine 
which  (he  has  lately  given  to 
"  The  terrible  exclamation 
**  (St  Matthew,  chap,  xxvii.  i 
*  blood  be  on  us,  and  on  oi 
**  was  fulfilled  in  a  manner 
**  remarkable,  that  it  remai 
**venible  to  all  times   and 
**  The  prophecies  of  our  Lo 
''ing  the  deftruaion  of  Jer 
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«  ftriftly  apd  literally  fulfilled  j  infooMiobk 
**  that  one  ftone  wa«  not  left  upon  vu>r 
*•  tber.  The  miferif s  of  the  Jews,  duiing 
«'  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem,  v«re  fucji  m 
"ftrike  every  reader  with  horror  tmd 
**  with  awe.  The  difperfioq  of  Uie  }fS¥n 
**  b^ame  a  (Unding  miracle.  «nd  ^Foof 
«  of  the  truth  of  the  ChriftiMi  religion, 
**  to  every  one  who  is  willing  to  \f9  con* 
*♦  vinced  of  it,"— C/ar*  i^mw. 

**  49.  And  one  of  them,  named  Cainphfif, 
••  being  the  high  prieft  that  fame  yetr.ffad 
"  unto  them,  Ye  know  nothing  W  all. 

"  50.  Nor  confider  that  it  i»  expedi^ 
"  for  US.  that  one  man  flbould  die  for  the 
*'  people,  and  that  the  whole  iwtion  poiilb 
•*  not. 

"51.  And  thi*  fpake  he  not  of  himfelf : 
•'  but,  being  high  prieft  that  yenr.  be  pro- 
"  phefied  that  Jefus  (hould  die  for  that 
"  nation ; 

''  52.  And  not  for  that  nation  only,  but 
"  that  alfp  he  (hould  gather  tQ«etlier  in 

"one 
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«  ftrirt// and  literally  fuieiii: 

**dwt  one  ilonewa*  not  left  ? 

"the:.   Themiferjcsofili!)! 

*'  the  fiege  of  Jerufeb,  tk 

«  flrike  every  reader  witlffJ 

**  with  awe.    The  difj»ifi«'*/ 

"became  a ftaqding ini»i*^ 

"  of  the  truth  of  the  QAn 

"to  every  one  who  is  »ills2* 

evinced  of  itM^«** 

.'40.  Andow"'''!'™'^ 
.being  .he  high  prW*"*-^ 
.  unto  them,  ya«»»*» 

people,  ^nd'ta''"''^''': 
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*«fie  the  th\\dt&a  dFGod  tha 
«tM«d«braMl. 

"  5iJ.  ThWi,  fWmi  that  day 
"  t66*  tttirtftl  ebgtther  fdt  to 
•AAA* 

■file  oBiee  B^Kgh  ^ritft,  b| 
ta^;  Vta  KSWrfinefd  lb  tht  cldti 
IW&fe  tJf  AaWft,  afid,  titttpt  t 
<J64Aia,  Wi*  to'  Wfitinue  ft 
%httthfe  Jei^sib^ffc^e  fubje6 
ftift  fikt,  this  ftguUtibh  wa* 
*Wl  k  Vely  difFfertftt  nidde  w 
til  ttifctt  of*  iniportanee  Wert 
few,  and  the  facrtd  one  of 
*Jllbhjfft  the  reft :  tieithtf  the 
few,  t«f[)fcaing  ihe  I'Amily  of 
**Si  tht  moral  charaftet  of 
<**»  attended  to,  ifl  tht  choi 
!**lt  Caiaj)has  was  a  ftftk 
***  litttr :  he  did  tiot  preften 
^  Was  lawful,  but  trfily  that  i 
*eftf  to  takfe  away  the  life  o^ 
ftk*  d"  \ih€  tcikhy ;  takiiig  c 
Wit  Ghrift  jefliS  ^  th6  viaitti 
Fff 
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not  the  cry  of  innocent  blood,  chougk 
fuch  fevere  vengeance  was  denounced  by 
their  law  againft  the  {bedding  of  it :  be, 
like  many  other  wicked  and  deteftable 
politicians,  would  facrifice  every  fentiinent 
of  honor,  religion,  and  virtue,  ratber  than 
rifk  their  power  and  influence.  Tberc 
feems  to  have  been  fpme  peculiar  virtue 
attached  to  the  office  of  high  prieft,  iude* 
pendent  of  the  character  wbo  poflefled  it. 
It  can  never  be  fuppofed  that  Caiaphas 
was  indulged  by  Providence  witb  any  par- 
ticular mark  of  its  favor  ;  yet  be  propbe- 
fied  the  truth  refpefting  the  deatb  of  Jefus 
Chrifl :  his  carnal  mind  does  not  feem^to 
have  comprehended  the  fpiritual  meaning 
of  the  prophecy :  what  he  recommended 
was  with  a  view  to  promote  tbeir  tem- 
poral, rather  than  their  eternal  welfare. 
What  God  has  ordained,  he  fometimesob* 
liges  the  wicked  to  publifb  :  we  have  many 
inftances  of  this  recorded  in  Scripture :  one 
of  a  very  ftriking  nature  may  be  found  in 
the  twenty- fecond  chapter  of  Numbers} 
where  Balaam  having  been  fent   for  to 

curfe 
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not  the  cry  of  innocent  Ik? 
fuch  fevere  vengeance  was  dm 
their  law  againft  the  Iheddii^';: : 
like  many  other  wicked  ii 
joiiticians,  would  facrificee?3 
/honor,  religion,  and  vin:33 
ik  their  power  and  in8«S' 
^mstohave  beenfonie|C^ 
tachedtotheofficeofii(i.f 
indent  of  the  cbnBtr^f 
'can  never  he  fuppof«l'^ 
sinduigedbyProvidenct*^ 
,Jar  mark  of  its  fevor;)«J 

the  truth  r.fpefl.ngtk^ 
ift:  his  carnal  mind  rfoe^ 

4e  prophecy:  w*»^*;< 
•Jh  a  view  to  pro™^"; 

J    rather  than  M^^^' 
cesofthisrecordedtoi^ 

Balaam  MVing         ^ 
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cfirfe  the  Ifraelites,  and,  with  the  ] 
bclinatioD  to  do  fo,  was  compelle 
inefiftiblc  power,'  to  blefs  them. 

*'  54-  M"s,  therefore,  walked  ] 
"openly  among  the  Jews  ;  bi 
"thence  unto  a  country  near  to 
*'  dernds,  into  a  city  called  Ephra 
**  there  continued  with  his  difcipk 

"  5§.  And  the  Jews'  paflbver  ^ 
**  at  hand :  and  many  went  out 
**  country  up  to  Jerufalem  before 
"  fever,  to  purify  themfelves. 

*  56.  Then  fought  they  for  Je 
*  fpake  among  themfelves,  as  th< 
*"  in  the  Temple,  What  think  ye, 
^  will  not  come  to  the  feaft  ? 

*  57-  Now  both  the  chief  pri 
"the  Pharifees  had  given  a  co 

nient,  that  if  any  man  knew  w; 
"  were,  he  (hould  (hew  it,  that  th( 
''takchim/' 

The  Jews,  without  hcfitation, 
Ae  opinion  of  Caiaphas :  all  the 
Fff2 
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^oi|s,  yrov^  va  (a^vor  oC  it ;  %m^  4)«^ 
feem  to  have  4ifieg9Klied  tlie  gwin  c«r 
innocence  of  the  perfon  they  meant  to 
i^er  Uip  a^  9  (aicrifi^,  anql  H>  faavo  fixed 
upon  QMJf  Lord  as  U>e  q|»J(^  iq<^  ob- 
no^iojua  to  them.  JtKilgivgi  tVief«fere, 
fyom  his  kofOwn  attention  \o  nJUt  ti^  duties 
of  religipB.  |hai  he  >v:ouI4  W^  be  iibfiaH 
%t  lbi|  gfesrt  (fftiyal,  t^iey  tooti  ^»eHr^nca- 
ffHt^a  k>^  fi'curipg  his  periip^i:  mf  yf^TO 
Xjftf^  4^ce^v«d,;  (or  though  it  appti^  tHa* 
he  nevei*  expoCe^  hinieif  ^  U9nece£li|ry 
iPid  ufelefs  ^tvgeif,  yet  he  never  fitSefed 
%ny  9(ppreheB,fiQn  of  it  to  psev^ai  his  ftfr- 
fi(>rmanice  of  a.  ppfitive  dmy^      -~ 

Chrift  was  the  true  p^h^l  Ls^gi^ }  ^bA 
ill,  thofe  vhi(^  had  heen  ^fi^ied  u.^  from 
tW  fiffft  inftitution  of  the  p^i^ver,  wmv 
typefr.  of  hiqa :  he  chofe,  theTe£»re,  «a  <#» 
vp  his  life  ^t  that  feaft,  an<k  i^to  p«t  «n.«n4 
to  all  thofe  types  and  fhadows  oChJff)^li.iB 
the  inftitution  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
teaching  hii  followers  to  celebEattr  a  much 
fHOiie  g'brious  delflyeofkte,  than  that  whirii 

the 


■ics  ef  tfatfir  lav,  ccnfirid  iit 

ditjov,  were  b  iavoroiiiA 

fcem  to  have  difrcgafiiei  i4 

innocfDceof  the  peifoni^.*, 

afer  up  as  a  Sacrifice,  and  t^Jj 

vpoD  our  Lord  as  the  ii^ 

noxious  to  them.    Judpi^j 

^omhisknovnattentioBiOiiJj 

of  religion.  »b«  he  .^*^ 

^deceived;  for tK«*j 

'  a  ufelef.  danger.  ye«i^. 
^yappreheafionofu.K 
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tbt  JewB  opmnemorated  in  t 
SUM  Arom  the  EgypiniQ  boi 
tlMn.pinfw(e»lie  inftitoted  tbe 
mM  h  tho  room  of  the  paflbve 
memlHince  of  wkat  he  had  doa 
•d  for  ua  migKt  be  cooftantly 
gurnuods.  Asit^isnotroyiot 
tsr  fblly  into  this  fok>y&  at  pi 
Kibntk  for  aoother  place»  I 
nyiblfirith  obfervinif,  that, 
K0«I4  allonr  thernf^ves  to  ni< 
tUs  diiviTO  (ubjv6t  they  vou] 
tiveiiib  ioiawited  in  k,  and  fo 
thoi)^  o£  betng  acceptable 
iKblfioftheif  bfeflrd  Lord  and 
tfatjr  vouM  not  fuffer  k»  a 
qwMly  the  cafe^  to  be  thinly  i 
wwld  tdie.  c«re  to  be  alwa 
JMOvided  wth a weddtnggM 
<tf  making  their  vant  of  prepc 
ftv^abfentH^  thenfelves. 

May  we»  hv  conftant  attc 
C«din  ftH  holy  and  lebgio* 
«ttve  (ocbi  frdh  fijpplies  ©1 
CA>Ut  08  to  ferw^  honor,.  ai 
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with  the  utmoft  humilky  and  graiK 
tilde,  acknowledging,  that  we  are  linwoni 
thy  of  all  his  mercies^  both  temporaliaad' 
fpiritual,  but  in  and  through  the  CuSa^ 
ings  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer;  and  when- 
ever it  may  pleafe  God  to  a£^  us,  whe- 
ther by  the  lofs  of  health,  fortune,  friends, 
or  by  any  other  calamity,  may  we  fubmit 
with  that  true  refignation  which  becomes 
our  Chriftian  profcffion— with  that  true 
fiaiith  in  holy  Scripture  by  which  we  are 
taught  that  they  are  fent  for  our  good,  to 
prepare  and  fit  us  for  a  glorious  immor- 
tality; being  content  to  wait  with  the  ut^ 
mod  refignation  till  the  day  of  retribution 
for  an  explanation  of  God's  difpenfations} 
which,  though  at  prefent  above  our  limit- 
ed comprehenfion,  are,  we  may  be  afliired, 
both  wife  and  merciful.  And  that  the 
peft  of  the  world  who  have  not  been  bleffed 
with  the  pure  light  of  the  Gofpcl,  may  aft- 
up  to  the  bcft  of  their  knowledge,  God, 
of  his  infinite  mercy,  grant,  that  ib  we 
may  be  all  admitted  into  the  manfions  of 
[i>lifs,  and  all  unite  in  one  general  choir, 

in 
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in  praife,  adoration,  and  thankfgiving  to 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl,  for  the  hap- 
pineis  conferred  upon  us,  through  the  me- 
rits and  fu£Ferings  of  our  only  Lord  and 
Savipmr^JefttsChrift.:   Amen.    /.H 


CHAPTEk 
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CHAPTUt  TR&  ftlXHkiniii 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  XtU 


''  i.'T'HEN  Jefus,  fix  days  before  the 
^'  -*•  paflbver,  came  to  Bethany,  where 
**  Lazarus  was,  which  had  been  dead, 
"  whom  he  raifed  from  the  dead. 

"  2.  There  they  made  him  a  fupper ; 
*'  and  Martha  ferved :  but  La2arus  was 
*'  one  of  them  that  fat  at  the  table  widi 
"  him. 

*'  3.  Then  took  Mary  a  pound  of  oint- 
"  ment  of  fpikenard,  very  coftly,  and 
"  anointed  the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  wiped 
"  his  feet  with  her  hair ;  and  the  honle 
'*  was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  oint- 
^  ilient. 

•'4-   Then 
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^aru;  was.  .hichjad^ 

.d  Martha  e.vedo.^( 
,^ofthemthatfttatt»  ^ 

Vntook7;<; 

r^tH^ithherhai'    ,^( 
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••4.  TheBrfeith  one  of  his  dr 

*  Judas  Ifcdriot,  Simon's  Ton,  which 
*•  betray  hinii;' 

"  5.  Why  was  not  this  ointme 
*'  for  three  hundred  pence,  and  g 
"the  poor? 

"6.  This  he  faid,  not  that  he  C£ 
*•  Ae  poor;  but  becaufe  he  was 
"and  had  the  bag,  and  bare  wl 
"  put  therein. 

«  7.  Then  faid  Jefus,  Let  her 
"againft  the  day  of  my  burying  h 
"fe^tthis. 

"  8.  For  the  poor  always  ye  ha- 

*  you ;  but  me  ye  have  not  always 

We  are  here  fumiflied  with  ano: 
"Woe  of  the  humility,  love,  and  ai 
of  Mary  to  our  blefled  Lord,  and 
™Kgard  to  expence,  while  it  was 
^  lefpeft,  or  do  him  honor, 
"•ought  Judas :  the  reigning  pa 
his  heart  was  avarice ;  a  vice  whi 
fens  every  mind  where  it  is  admitt 
*™s  up  the  fource  of  everj'  virti 
Ggg 
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could  not  fee  this  wafte^  as  he  termed  it, 
without  indignation;  and,  under  the  doak 
of  charity,  condemned  the  conduEt  of 
Mary  for  extravagance;  when  his  only 
regret,  in  faft,  was,  that  he  was  prevented 
from  appropriating  a  part  of  it  to  his  own 
ufe;  as  he  would  have  done,  had  the 
value  of  it  been  depofited  in  the  pool's 
purfe,  of  which  he  had  the  charge*  The 
opportunities  which  this  truft  gave  him  of 
enriching  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  the 
poor,  muft  have  been  his  only  induce- 
ment for  following  a  mafter  whofe  king- 
dom was  not  of  this  world,  and  who  was 
even  frequently  deftitute  of  a  place  where 
to  lay  his  head.  It  feems  ftrange,  nay 
fcarcely  pofFible,  that  one  who  was  m 
daily  habits  of  intercourfe  with  our  Lord, 
and  was  a  witnefs  of  his  miracles;  who 
faw  him  feed  five  thoufand  people  witfi 
five  loaves  and  two  fmall  fifhes ;  open  the 
eyes  of  the  blind;  give  feet  to  the  lame; 
cure  all  manner  of  difeafes ;  and,  above  all, 
caufe  the  dead  to  arife  from  their  grave 
and  return    to    human    fociety,    fhould 

doubt 
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oitbt:  of  his^  divine  commiflioiiK  Yet  t}iat 
adaa^did  not  beiieve  in  ouc.  Saviour,  but 
^as!:«Bl)r  a  inomioal  difcipje^  is  evident 
rdHatLihk  condud;.;  for  had  he  beHevedin 
uki^  »he  could  never  have  ftrayed  fo  wide- 
r  firom  his  precepts. 

H^his  may  Jerve  to  {hew  us  the  danger 
f  encouraging  evil  habits:  which,  like 
ttXiMs  weeds,  choak  the  good  feed  and 
tadat  our  minds  iinfit  for  the  reception 
f  tiie  truth.  It  may  alfo  point  out  to  us; 
^wweak  and  impotent  i$  human  reafon, 
'hen  unaffifted  by  the  divine  grace. 
[ttdas  had  rendered  himfelf  unworthy  of 
^  blefling  :  he  never  folicited  the  divine 
JKace;  and  therefore  never  felt  it.  When 
Wfcrefleft  on  the  fatal  confequences  which 
followed,  how  careful  ought  we  to  be  not 
^  itfift  the  holy  fpirit  of  God  in  our 
"Carts,  left  we  alfo  become  caftaways ! 

Our  Saviour  reproves  Judas,  and  de- 
fends the  condud  of  Mary  :  not  that  he 
ras  an  encourager  of  extravagance ;  which, 
'  not  equally  bad  with  avarice,  is  flill  a 
:ce,  as  it  deprives  us  of  the  power  of 
Ggg  2  affifting 
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affifting  our  diftreflfed  brethren,  byl^ 
dering  a  property  we  hold  in  chugf  fof. 
them ;  but  becaufe  Maiy  was  a6hMitd<ky 
a  r^)iffiotts  prmcipte,  and  anoimed  luiii«Adi 
tins' precious  ointment  prepafaMiry  IqIihi 
buriaK  which  (he  feenos  to  have  knonni  to 
be  .fit 'hand.  They  might* always  have 
the 'opportunity  of  exeircifiaigflbc  Tkttte  off 
charity :  obje^  of  it  were  aever  wimfiiny? 
hot  an  opportunity  of  ihcwing  perfooak 
refpe^)!  and  honor  to  the  Son  of  God,  diey 
were  not  much  longer  to  ei^oy« 

'*  9.  Mu<:h  people  of  the  Jew^,  dben^- 
^  fore^  knew  that  he  was  there  ;  and  they 
"  came,  not  for  Jefus'  fake  only,  but  dnt; 
''  they  might  fee  Lazarus  alfo^  whom  he 
"  had  raifed  from  the  dead. 

"  10.  But  the  chief  priefts  con&ked, 
*'  that  they  might  put  Lazarus  alfo  to 
"  death ; 

"11.  Becaufe  that  by  reafbn  of  hii» 
"  many  of  the  Jews  went  away,  stnd  hc^ 
^'  Keyed  on  Jefus." 

The 
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jng  oar  d^nM\atkt)!i 
i^«  property  we  ixiUiiif 
;  bntbecaufeMaiynM 

recious  ointiBent  pref** 
,  which  (he  feemstoW* 
hawi.  They  u^*"^ 
iportunity  of  «ffcifii' 
y:  obje&ofitwKi** 
}  opportunity  of  M' 

01  HHich  longer  10  ef  [ 

notforJe/iiS^6iedf,W 
,ight  fee  Lazarus  A* 
ifedfromihedtd: 
3uc  the  ckf  pr^^ 


5ecau/etliati>y-     ji 
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iThe  fione  af  the  miracle  he  ha* 
cently.p^cfoimcd,  and  which,  fr 
vicinity  of  Bethany  to  Jerufalen 
bttfe ivdi'  oniveflally  knowA  in  th 
v«dd  aataralty  excite  an  eager  c 
Mfie  Dot  only  the  peribn  who  h 
fonncd  it,  but  alfo  him  who  ha 
nfe^finn  the  dead.  Great  mu 
efdDuifi^  flocked  to  Bethany,  as 
diqr  kuDw  that  Jefos  was  there  vs 
zanis.  The  chief  priefts,  who  d 
OUK  mon  akrmed  for  their  influ 
the  people,  which  they  were  fenf] 
Afady  much  diminiftied,  now  a 
^  what  flieans  they  might  involve ; 
m  the  deftruclion  they  were  roe 
for  jcfus ;  knowing  that,  whilft  tl 
fcml  him  to  hve,  fo  ftrkiing  a  p 
the  divine  power  of  our  Lord  rou 
'^rify  draw  great  numbers  of  t] 
«ter  him ;  could  they  once  remi 
ftanding  miracle,  they  were  in  hoj 
™ght  be  able  to  give  the  who! 
aftion  anoiher  turn,  if  not  deny 
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gether ;  or,  at  any  rate,  that  time  vould 
fbon  deftroy,  the  remembrance  of  it. .  ^ : . 

'*  12.  On  the  next  day,  much  peopk 
**  that  were  come  to  the  feal^  when  they 
^  heard  that  Jefus  was  coming  to  Jeru- 
"  falem, 

'*  13.  Took  branches  of  palm-trees,  and 
•*  went  forth  to  meet  him,  and  cned,  Ho- 
''  fanna :  Blefled  is  the  King  of  IfracI  that 
•*  Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Loid. 

*'  14.  And  Jefus,  when  he  had  found  a 
•*  young  afs,  fat  thereon ;  as  it  is  written^ 

*'  15.  Fear  not,  daughter  of  Sion;  bc- 
"  hold,  thy  King  cometh,  fitting  on  an 
^  afs's  coh, 

'^  16.  Thefe  things  underftood  not  his 
"  difciples  at  the  firft :  but  when  Jefus  was 
"  glorified,  then  remembered  they  that 
"  thefe  tilings  were  written  of  him,  and 
"  that  tliey  had  done  thefe  things  unto 
*•  him. 

"17.  The  people,  therefore,  that  was 
"  with  him  when  he  called  Lazarus  out  of 

**his 
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Eive,  and  raifed  him  from  the  dead^ 
«cord.  ,  . 

For  this  caufe  the  people  alfo 
im,  for  that  they  heard  that  he 
ptie  this  miracle. 

The  Pharifees,  therefore,  faid 
5  themfelves.  Perceive  :ye  how  ye 
il  nothing?  behold  the  world  is 
after  him."  ./     . 

going  but  of  the  multitude  to 
im,  and  their  bringing  him  into 
:m  with  fongs  of  triumph,  was  in 
lity  to  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah, 
ix.  ver.  9.)  :  "  Rejoice  greatly, 
jghter  of  Zion ;  ftiout,  O  daughter 
rufalem :  behold,  thy  King  com- 
nto  thee:  he  is  juft,  and  having 
ion;  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an 
id  upon  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  afs." 
gain,  ( Pfalm  cxviii.  verfe  26.)  : 
:d  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name 
I  Lord," 

conduft  of  the  people,  upon  this 
n,  might  not  perhaps  have  arifen 

from 
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from  their  faith  in  him  as  the  meflBah^  but 
merely  from,  gratitude  for  the  many  mi- 
racles he  had  wrought  in  their  £ivor :  in- 
deed, the  difciples  themfelves  appear  not 
to  have,  at  this  time,  underftood  it  in.  any 
other  light.     If  fo,  they  ignorantly  ful- 
filled a  very  important  prophecy.    Tiic 
Pharifees,  however,  regarded  the  affair  in 
the  moft  ferious  point  of  view:  in  hi$ 
popularity  they  faw  their  own  down/al ; 
and  were,  therefore,  confimicd  in  their 
purpofe  to  deftroy  him. 

Fear  is  the  natural  and  conftant  attend- 
ant upon  guilt.     Confcious  that  they  had 
corrupted  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  that  they 
had  introduced  the  greateft  abufes  into  it, 
for  the  mete  purpofe  of  their  own  aggran- 
dizement,they  trembled  at  the  punifhment 
that  awaited  them.     Had  they  been  faith- 
ful to  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
worftiipped  him  in  fpirit  and  truth,  with 
no  other  objcft  in  view  than   his  honor, 
would  they  have  apprehended  the  entire 
overthrow  of  their  religion  and  law  by 
one  who  poffeffed  no  temporal  power  i 

whofe 
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fe  folJQWcrs  wpre,  in  genprpl,  from 
ngft  the  lowed  ranl^s  pf  the  people, 
yiJMfm  (hey  theipfelves  profefT^d  to 
ii(c  ?  H94  they  bpeq  M^fes*  trpe  cjif- 
»,  they  would  have  been  Chnft's  ^jfo; 
thf  appearance  of  onr  hleffecj  Lord 
I  e^fth,  vfoii^  h^ve  c^ufed  iEi  gene* 
oy  amongft  thPIP*  in  (he  Opad  of  that 
d  wb^eh  ^as  fQ  vifihle  in  aU  their 

§4  ih$n  he^n  really  g»y  €»«(e  for 
l^henciing  a  revolvtJQnof  govprnmcpt, 
^  fiippofi^  th^t^  the  Ronians,  who 
fd  (p  ipuch  jfSf^lpiify  upon  all  other 
£oi)s«  WQpld  h^ve  ri?maine4  qpiet 
Utpr;  v^hilft  their  authority  was  over- 
ed?  yet  we  find,  that,  even  to  the  Uft, 
RMfian  governor,  Pontius  Pilate,  had 
the  baft  idea  of  any  fuch  danger. 

AO.  And  there  were  certain  Greeks 
Dopg  theni  that  came  up  tp  worQiip 
the  fea(^ : 

21.    The  fame  came,  therefore,  to 

iflip,  which  was  of  Bethfaida  of  Ga- 

Hhh  "  lilee. 
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"  lilee,  and  defired  him,  faying.  Sir,  we 
"  would  fee  Jefus. 

"  22.  Philip  Cometh  and  tdleth  An- 
**  drew :  and  again  Andrew  and  Philip 
«  tell  Jefus. 

*'  23.  And  Jefus  anfwered  them,  fay- 
•*  ing,  The  hour  is  come,  that  the  Son  of 
"  man  ftiould  be  glorified. 

"  24.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  imto  you, 
**  Except  a  com  of  wheat  fall  into  the 
'*  ground,  and  die,  it  abideth  alone :  but 
•*  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth  much  fruit. 

"  25.  He  that  loveth  his  life  fhall  lofe 
^*  it ;  and  he  that  hateth  his  life  in  thb 
**  world  {hall  keep  it  unto  life  eternal. 

"  26.  If  any  man  ferve  me,  let  him  fol- 
**  low  me ;  and  where  I  am,  there  fliall 
"  alfo  my  fervant  be :  if  any  man  fervc 
**  me,  him  will  my  Father  honour." 

Tbefe  Greeks  are  fuppofed  by  feme  to 
have  been  difperfed  Jews  ;  but  by  others, 
with  more  j>robability,  Gentiles,  who,  by 
converfing  with  the  Jews,  had  learned  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God;  and  though  that 

knowledge 
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Imowledge  would  teach  them  that  God 

is  every  where,  and  that  he  muft  be  wor- 

fhipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  yet  they 

might  find  ftrong  reafons  to  induce  them 

to  go  to  Jerufalem  :  we  may  find  one  in 

Exodus^  (chap.  xx.  ver.  24.)  where  the 

Lord  promifeth^  "  In  all  places  where  I 

*'  record  my  name,  I  will  come  unto  thee, 

I      ••  and  I  wUl  blefs  thee."    Another  might 

be,  that,  by  going  to  worfhip  at  Jerufalem, 

they  made  the  mod  public  acknowledge- 

Q^t  of  their  faith,  and  manifeiled  their 

''cverence   in   him  to  all  the   world. — 

Strangers  frequently  came  from  different 

P*n8  of  the  world,  upon  the  fame  errand. 

*^  the  eighth  chapter  of  The  A6ls  of  the 

^Poftles,  we  have  an  account  of  an  eu- 

'^^ch  of  great  authority  and  confequence, 

^*^o  came  from  Ethiopia  to  worlhip  at 

Jerufalem :  neither  the  diftance  nor  fatigue 

fo  great  a  journey  could  affright  him 

"Om  his  duty :  we  may  fee  by  perufing 

the  account,  how  greatly  his  pious  zeal 

was  rewarded,  by  admiffion  into  the  Chrif- 

tian  faith.    From  the  earned  and  eager 

Hhh  2  defire 


4it   THE  Life  ANd  tttAtii  Ot 

iteiite  he  (hewed  iidmedidt<^1y  tb  ^ttblttfc 
Chfiftidnity,  wfe  have  every  rieafbn  tdfu^ 
jpble  that  he  '<K  as  ori^  oF  Its  ^rUiA  thfl 
brlghteft  Ornaments  irt  his  Own  cotihtty. 
Theft  can  be  no  doubt  but  he  tatteaVditKl 
td  makfe  himrelf  perfefUy  lieqUAiiittidintli 
iht  hew  tt\\g\otk  he  had  etttbrac^t  «hd 
the  Wore  it  is  known,  the  tnbtt  loveli^lmd 
iMHible  Will  it  apj^h  Ztpbahlah  jJko- 
phefifes  of  Tuch  jourtiies,  th^p.  iii.  var.  ift. 
^  FWrh  beyOnd  the  rivers  of  Ethid^ 
*'  Yny  fupj)liiants,  even  the  <tAoghttf  ii 
••  my  difperfed,  Ihall  bring  nfiinebfi^Hfif.** 

Neither  Philip  ilor  Andrew  chttfe  tfe 
inttx^duce  thefe  Gfceks  to  their  taiftet, 
until  they  had  firft  acquainted  hira  who 
ihey  were  that  defired  adynittancei  tfik 
adds  ftrength  to  the  ruppofitioti  oF  thtftfr 
being  Gentiles :  Chrift's  death  aixd  refut- 
i^aion  tNtre  to  be  glorified  by  thtt  'G«l- 
tile  worlti  as  well  as  by  the  Jev^s. 

Nothing  can  be  mo^e  apt  ot  ihiprdfivt 
thin  the  limiic  our  Lord  hetie  M^lk^s  «ft 
of,  to  Ihew  the  benefit  to  be  deii'<*d  tb 
mankind  by  his  death.    A  *  com  trf"  -whfeit' 

produceth 
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deHrehe  (hewed  immediairfisi!; 
Cftri/Iianitr,  we  haveevmiM", 
bore  that  he  was  oneofselt 
brfohteft  ornamentJ  in  hi^a 
T/jfrt"  can  be  no  doubt  butas; 
^maAehimfelfperfeaivB*; 
the  new  religion  he  had «« 
themoreiti»knott-n,tlieiw*- 
rfefirtble  will  it  appear,  lij^ 
pMieJorfuchjouriiies,chf;^ 
.^  ftt)m  beyond  iht  m(ni^. 
"  mv  TtippiiantS  even  ik^ 

Xefther  Philip  nor  .^^.*: 

^^'  fl^^h  to  the  fupFfif  ; 
V;"-    ;       obegM-'.^^- 
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produceth  tid  fruit,  except  it 
ltdife,))h)dutesiibbndantly:  f 
tf  Chrift  Wds  flEceflkry  to  i 
wrath  of  God  againft  finnett, 
ft«*e  th«ft  tt)  tile  capicity  < 
4tt  Oii«  Ofhappiii^fs  driginal 
ftfrttftitt  by  Ihfeir  gfacious  Cnei 
to  the  capacity  ;  becaufe  it  ir 
tWhd  upon  thi&mfeWe4  Wheth( 
J*Mfit  by  Ihfe  pwfFertid  gtti« 
<»ld,  Ift  tire  Mbwing  Verfes,  I 
ferreth  the  goods  of  this  life 
tobhal  happihefs,  will  furel^ 
tJAiift  to  the  latter^,  whilft  1 
fpifeth  them,  nay,  even  life 
let  in  competition  with  his 
ft^.  Will  ertfure  to  himlelf  tl 
**^*ttl.  Dur  Loi-d  has  aflut 
if  Wfe  tftdeaVbr  16  the  ut  nSoft  c 
to  fblfov  the  example  he  has 
the  btft  «itnongft  us  muft  fS 
™rt  ^f  the  bright  original), 
l^iWtoWdtsTthfc  Father,  and  ol 
)ft  butSavbuf's  kingdom. 


1 


424    THE  UFE  AND  DEATH  OT 

*'  27.  Now  is  my  foul  troubled;  and 
•'  what  {hall  I  fay  ?  Father,  fave  me  from 
''  this  hour :  but  for  this  cstuk  came  I 
"  unto  this  hour. 

"  28.  Father,  glorify  thy  name.  Then 
**  came  there  a  voice  from  Heaven,  faying, 
'<  I  have  both  glorified  it,  and  will  glorify 
•*  it  again. 

"  29.  The  people,  therefore,  that  ftopd 
"  by,  and  heard  it,  faid,  that  it  thun- 
''  dered :  others  faid.  An  angel  ipake  to 
"  him. 

"  30.  Jefus  anfwered  and  (aid.  This 
**  voice  came  not  becaufe  of  me^  but  for 
**  your  fakes." 

Our  Saviour  was  *  troubled '  when  the 
time  drew  near  that  he,  in  our  nature 
and  Read,  was  to  fuffer  for  the  fins  of  the 
whole  world ;  for  though  he  willingly 
offered  himfelf  as  our  atonement,  yet,  hav- 
ing all  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  (fin, 
only,  excepted)  the  fufierings  that  awaited 
him  in  that  nature  muft  have  been  a  bur- 
den which  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  Scm 

of 
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"2".  Sovis  my  foilai 
"trJiatfljalllfay?  fitie^i 
-thiihour:  but  foriifU 
"  unto  cJiij  hour. 

"28.  father,  giorifrtfcj^ 
"came  there  a  voice  froii6e* 
«1  have  both  glorified  i^i* 

« it  again. 
-29.  The  people,  tW' 

«fcv  andheanJ'^^^'^*^ 
.*  deU  others  fd  ■^'^' 

MO.  Je/u^^"'"''"^f, 
.j:caienotM.^Ci 

» your  fat^^' 
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of  God  could  have  fuftained.  T' 
fublimeand  incomprehenfible  this 
is  to  our  confined  underftandir 
ftronger  does  it  point  out  to  us  tl 
cious  nature  of  fin,  which  requii 
in  atonement. 

That  no  one  but  the  Lamb 
could  be  found,  either  in  Heaven 
earth,  to  redeem  mankind,  we  m; 
from  St.  John's  Revelation,  (chap 
9. 12.  13.) :  "  And  they  fung  a  n< 
*  laying,  Thou  art  worthy  to  t 
"  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  there 
•*  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeeme 
**  God  by  thy  blood  out  of  every  \ 
''and  tongue,  and  people,  and 
Alfo :  *•  Saying,  with  a  loud  voict 
**  thy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  to 
**  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdo 
''ftrcngth,  and  honour,  and  glo 

blcffing.    And  every  creature  \ 
**  m  Heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  an 
''^the  earth,  and  fiich  as  are  in 
"  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I 

Blcflfing,  and  honour,  and  gloi 
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«  power,  be  untp  him  th»t  fmeth  upop  tli^ 

«  throne,  andi  untp  the  Lambi  (w  fYSr 
••  ^nd  ever.'*     Amep,  Am^P. 

The  knowledge  which  our  hled^d  S»» 
viour  had,  that,  not  with  (Unding  alt  hU 
fufFerings,  there  would  ftill  |if  v^Ty  roaqy 
who,  through  their  qwn  fo\ly  9^4  vick- 
ednefs,  would  CQuntera6i  his  gracious  }0r 
tentions,  and  To  forfeit  the  bleflings  ]}6 
was  about  to  die  to  procure  theiHi  iPi^y 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  havf  contrir 
buted  to  the  depreflion  of  Ipiritf  vllick 
he  now  felt. 

Should  he  pray  to  the  Father  tq  fp«re 
him,  how  would  the  divine  ji|{lic^  be  fa* 
tisfied  P  and  what  would  become  of  }pft 
mankind,  whofe  deliverance  he  came  tntP 
the  .world  to  procure  ?  He  thfupfon 
addreflfcs  bimfelf  to  the  Father,  praying 
that  he  would  glorify  hi?  name. 

This  was  immediately  ^pfwered  by  ^ 
voice  from  Heaven,  that  the  people  pr«- 
fent  might  witnefs  that  his  prayer  urere 
both  heard  and  accepted.  To  Chrift  hlP** 
felf,  this  was  totally  unneceflary ;  he  b^g 

one 
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« pow.be unto hirJiaifc  ooe^uh  the  Father.     Gods 

"  throne,  and  unto  the  U4  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^g^,^  ^^  ^^^  ^-^^^ 

"  and  ever."    Amen,  Ams  r  ^jj-^,  ^^  j^  ^j^^g^  ^^^^j^  ^^  his 

The  Jcnovledge  whict  f »J  furreflion.  and  afcenfion.     — 

viour  had,  that,  not\vife<  j^  ^j^^  ^^f  q^j  ^^,  j.^  , 

fu/Terings  there  would  fiur;  ^ere  unaffifted  human  nature 

v?ho.  t*^r""R^^  ^^^'^  ''*!'^'  i  ^"  '^  wiihout  the  greateft  d* 

ednefs,  vould  coiinteraa  fc^,  Ifraelites  had,  formerly,  petitior 

lentions,  and  fo  forfeit  uV^.  ^h  of  God  might  be  annOunc 

-as  about  to  die  to  props''  through  his  fervant  Mofes,  and 

afonnbly  be  fuppof«l'°J;':  immediate  voice  of  God  :  the 

.       J  iQ  the  depreflion  of  P  fo  great,  that  they  conceived  it 

^^.  (At  V>l>ear  his  voice  and  live.     Up 

chould  he  prav  to  i^  '*^  lent  occafion.  fome  of  t  he  peo{ 

•      how  would  the  aivir^i^  it 'thundered.'  If  the  voice  of  ( 

^•' fi  d  ?  and  ^vhat  *oiilJ  »^  *»*  it  fuch  a  holy  and  religiou 

"      I    d  whofe  delnf"""*^*  ^y  his  name  ought  to  be  equally 

*"*"      Id  to  prff"^^'  ?'*  }>«  has  exprefsly  commanded  us 


pddre/Tes  hmi  j^;^  „^,       ^  ^^^  ^^^j^  (hudder  at  the 

voice '^^^    .-.rPi^  I'l'"'"*'"''^^'-     •"  their  common  converfatio 


ihat  he  ^-0    .^^^j-jtely  acl»*     piety  or  profanenefs,  yet  lightl 
r^'*  '"*'    ..,'n.  tliatilifF'      fiderately  make  ufe  of  the  na 


^hnt  niiS'^l  "^TZevid  '^''^!.     Mistaking  in  vain  a  name  w 
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never  be  pronounced  without  reverence  ? 
But  what  can  they  fay  in  excufe,  who  ac- 
cuftom  themfelves  to  profane  fwearing? 
this,  of  all  other  vices,  appears  to  be  the 
moft  abfurd  ;  becaufe  to  this,  contrary  to 
all  others,  there  cannot  be  the  leaft  temp- 
ution.     Our  great  adverfary,  in  moil  of 
his  other  attacks  upon  our  virtue,  baits 
his  hook  with  fomething  which  we  fancyi 
whilft  the  delufion  of  paflion  lafis,  will 
add  to  our  happinefs ;  but,  in  this  infiance, 
he  offers  us  none  of  his  allurements,  to 
draw  us  from  our  duty ;    and  we  mull, 
therefore,  engage  in  it,  if  we  do  at  all, 
voluntarily.     We   could    not  well  con- 
ceive that  any  perfon,  poffefled  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  although  he  might  have  given 
into    this    pradice    inconfiderately   and 
through  the  influence  of  bad   example, 
could  continue  in  it  a  moment  after  its 
folly  and  abfurdity  had  been  pointed  out, 
if   we  did   not   fee  fo   many   examples 
amongft  us  of  thofe  who  muft  have  had 
opportunities  of  knowing  better. 

"  31.  Now 
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Bf«r  fee  pronounced wfef 

But  what  can  they  fay  ioi' 

cuftom  themfelves  topics 

this,  of  all  other  vices,  a?' f) 

n,o/fabfurd;becaufetoc.^; 

all  others,  there  cannot  k-tl 

tation.    Our  great  a(ive#.:^j 

his  other  atucks  upon  fflf^'l 

his  hook  with  fomethinp^'l 

^h/yAthedeiufionofpafe'' 

addroourhappinefiij"^^^^ 
he  offers  us  none ote^ 

fenk  althoughhe>n-F- 
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"31.  Now- IS  ■  the  judgmQit 
'^ world:  noiwr.ifiiall  the  prince 
"  world  be  caft  out. 

"32.  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up 
"  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  n 

••33;  (This:  he  faid,  fignifyi] 
•^deadiheflioulddie.) 
'  '^  34.  The  people  anfwered  h 
**  have  heard  out  of  the  law,  th 
**  abideth  for  ever :  and  how  fay 
**  The  Son  of  man  mull  be  lift 
•^  Who  is.  this  Son  of  man  ?" 

By  the  *  prince  of  this  world' 
underftood,  the  devil ;   who,  ft 
Unae  of  the  fall,  had  exercifed  grea 
nty  therein,  and  kept  the  minds 
ovcrfpread  with  ignorance  and  d 
nay,  fo  for  had  the  ftupidity  of  1 
oceil  carried,  that  altars  had  beer 
to  him,  under  various  names,  in 
ferent  parts  of  the  world,  and  the 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid 
had  been  transferred  to  the  de\ 
power  had  fuffered  a  diminutic 
lii  2 


I 
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the  firft  appearance  of.  our  Lord,  and 
was  now  about  to  be  eatirely  overtunied 

by  his  death. 

Chrift,  in  the  thirty- fccond  vtrft;  fore- 
tels  his  death,  and  the  manner  of  it: 
that  he  (hould  'be  lifted  up;'  that  is, 
to  the  crofs ;  and  (hould  ^  draw  all  men' 
unto  hitm.  .  This  has  beeiL  already^  in  a 
great  meafure,  fulfilled;  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  completely  fo,  before  the  end 
of. all  things.  The  crofs,  till 'then  the 
obje6l  of  contempt  and  abhorrenGe^as/the 
means  of  putting  to  death  the  word  of 
malefa6lors,  has  become  fan£^ed ;  is 
thought  of  w-ith  reverence,  by  all  Ghrif« 
tians  ;  and  has  even  been,  thro'  mifiaken 
zeal  and  enthufiafm,  exalted  into  an  o\h 
jefit  of  religious  worfhip  j  whilfi  great  part 
of  the  world  have  been  drawn  to  a  cru- 
cified Saviour,  and  to  place  their  whole 
hopes  of  happineis  upon  his  merits. 

This  lowcft  (late  of  humiliation,  to 
which  he  fubraitted  in  atonement  to  the 
offended  raajefty  of  his  tather,  was  fo  per- 
fett  an  aft  of  obedience  to  God,  that  it 

was 
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liraa  immediately  fucceeded  by  the  higheft 
ftate  of  exaltation ;  and  every  knee,  in 
Heaven  and  on  earth,  was  commanded  to 
bend,  at  the  mention  of  his  facred  name. 

That  the  people  underftood  him  in  the 
fenfe  here  given,  is  plain,  by  their  anfwer ; 
in  which  they  allude  to  the  different  pro- 
frfgacics  in  Scripture,  touching  the  mefliah's 
kingdom  and  its  duration. 

Thus,  in  Daniel,  (chap.  vii.  ver.  13. 14.) 
^  I  faw  in  the  night  vifions,  and,  behold, 
^  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  with  the 
*•  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the 
•*  Amient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him 
•*  near  before  him.  And  there  was  given 
•*  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  king- 
''  dom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  Ian- 
''  guages,  (hould  ferve  him :  his  dominion 
'*  is  an  everlailing  dominion,  which  (hall 
*^  not  pafs  away,  and  his  kingdom  that 
"  which  fhall  not  be  dedroyed."  And 
again,  (in  Pfalm  ex.  ver.  4.)  '*  The  Lord 
"  hath  fworn,  and  will  not  repent,  Thou 
"  art  a  prieft  for  ever  after  the  order  of 
"  Melchizedek." 

The 
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The  Jews,  who,  as  I  have  before  had 
frequent  occafion  to  obferve,  underfiood 
all  thefe  prophecies  as  relating*  to  a  tem- 
poral kingdom,  could  not  conceive  Jbow 
they  were  to  be  reconciled  with  our  Lord's 
declaration,  that  he  was  to  fuffer  death.- 

How  llrangely  inconfiftent  was  their 
expe£lation  of  an  everlafting  kingdom 
in  a  temporal  world ! 

*'  35.  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them.  Yet  a 
*'  little  while  is  the  light  vnth  you ;  walk 
•*  while  ye  have  the  light,  left  daiicnefs 
**  come  upon  you :  for  he  that  walketh 
^  in  darknefs,  knoweth  not  whither  he 
'*  goeth. 

"  36.  While  ye  have  light,  believe  in 
"  the  light,  that  ye  may  be  the  children 
^  of  lighu  Thefe  things  fpake  Jefus  and 
"  departed,  and  did  hide  himfelf  from 
•*  them." 

Our  Lord  here  calls  upon  all  who  were 
prefent,  to  take  advantage  of  the  favorable 
opportunity  now  offered  them,  left,  if  they 

ftiould 
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The  Jews,  vho,  aslkic 
/hrqoent  occafion  to  oblei^i 
all  ihefe  prophecies  as  rtej 
poral  kingdom,  could  not?<l 
they  were  to  be  reconciWr;^' 
Arc/aration,  thathewaJto:fi| 
How  ftrangely  incoDlilc«| 
expcfiation  of  an  everiafa4 
in  a  temporal  world!        f 

i 

"J5-  Tijenje/i«faidiiiw«=|. 
little  while  is  the  light  d^'. 
Mc  ye  hav.  the  1^^^^ 
:ome  upon  you:  fortes 
„  darkneft,  bowed.  D« - 

nit     Thefe  things  ^P^j; 
m. 
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{hould  negleft  it^  it  might  not 
afforded  them.    The  light  of  tl 
of  Chrift  is  as  neceflary  for  the 
ofthefoul^  as  the  light  of  the 
bodies  u;  to  prevent  us  from  1 
into  every  kind  of  danger.    Jef 
(his  hour  not  being  come,  thoi 
approaching,)  withdrew  himfelf 
malice  of  his  perfecutors :  by  v 
may  leatn  that  we  are  not  requir 
pofc  ourfelves  to  unneceffary  per 

"  37.  But  though  he  had  done 
*•  miracles  before  them,  yet  they 
"  not  on  him : 

"38.  That  the  faying  of  E 
**  prophet  might  be  fulfilled,  ^ 
**  fpake,  Lord,  who  hath  believe 
*'  port  ?  and  to  whom  hath  the  a 
**  Lord  been  revealed  ? 

*'39.  Therefore  they  could 
"  lieve,  becaufe  that  Efaias  faid  j 

"  40.  He  hath  blinded  theiir 
**  hardened  their  heart  ;  that  tht 
'*  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  ui 
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"  with  their  heart,  and  be  converted,  and 
"  I  (hould  heal  them. 

''41.  Thefe  things  faid  Efaias,  when  he 
"  faw  his  glory,  and  fpake  of  him. 

*'42.  Neverthelefs,  among  the  chief 
"  rulers  alfo  many  believed  on  hafti ;  but 
"  becaufe  of  the  Pharifees  ihcy  did  not 
"  confefs  him,  left  th^y  fhould  be  put  out 
"  of  the  Synagogue : 

'*  43.  For  they  loved  the  praiie  of 
"  men  more  than  the  praife  of  Gk)d»" 

Although  God  is  roercifiil  and  long- 
fuffering,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great  good* 
nefs,  yet  if  we  obftinaiely  perfift  in  refiA- 
ing  the  influence  of  his  holy  fpirit,  and 
will  not  be  brought  to  repentance,  God's 
fpirit,  as  it  is  clfewhere  exprefled  in  Scrip- 
ture, will  not  always  ftrive  with  us.  This 
was  the  cafe  with  many  of  the  Jews ;  and 
this  I  underftand  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
prophet  Efaias  in  the  above  paflage,  and 
of  all  the  fimilar  paflages  we  meet  with 
in  holy  Scripture ;  fuch  as,  that  ••  God 
•«  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,"    Ac; 

that 
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*'  with  theii  heart,  ssA\xm 
"Jftouldhealthem. 

"41.  Thefe  things  faid&i 

*•  faw  his  glory,  and  fjalf* 

"42.  Ncvenhelels,  mi* 

"nj/erealfomanybclieveJit! 

«  becaufc  of  ihe  Phariftes»«' 

••confefs  him,  left  they  IWIW. 

•*  of  the  Synagogue: 

«  ^j.   for  thcv  loved  ^f} 
«  men  more  than  the  praiicM&i. 

Aithough  God  is  mrS^ 
,/rering,flowtoanger.andrf|j 

^"•,he  influence  of  teWvj 
f.  not  be  brought  to  rep«»^ 
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that  is,  when  we  will  exert  no 
of  our  ovm  againft  our  wickc 
have  no  ground  to  expeft  the 
of  God.  Such  a  ftate  is,  of  : 
the  moft  dreadful :  then,  indeed 
is  hardened,  and  the  eves  blinde 
thing  that  is  good. 

Chrift's  repeated  miracles  did^ 
produce  their  effeft,  even  am 
great ;  for  we  are  told,  that  ma 
chief  rulers  believed  on  him, 
they  fuffered  temporal  confide 
prevent  their  making  public  pr 
their  faith. 

A  defirc  to  obtain  the  praife 
low-creatures,  when  confined  v 
pw  bounds,  is  not  only  allo^ 
laudable,  and  becomes  an  inc 
virtue :  but  it  is  a  vice,  of  a  m< 
ous  nature,  when  fought  by 
means,  or  in  preference  to  our  1 

It  is  our  duty  to  be  cxtremel 
of  our  outward  a6lions  and  I 
confidering  the  effeft   which 
have  upon  others:    example, 
Kkl; 
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known^  always  produces  more  effeft,  than 
precept.  St.  Matthew,  (chap.  v.  ver.  16.) 
points  out  to  us,  what  our  conduA  ought 
to  be,  as  well  as  the  motive  of  it :  **  Let 
"  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they 
•'  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
"  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven  " 

"  44.  Jefus  cried,  and  faid.  He  that 
**  belie veth^  me,  believeth  not  on  me, 
"  but  on  him  that  fent  me. 

"  45.  And  he  that  feeth  me,  feeth  him 
"  that  fent  me. 

"  46.  I  am  come  a  light  into  the  world, 
'•  that  whofoever  believeth  on  me  (hould 
''  not  abide  in  darknefs. 

"  47.  And  if  any  man  hear  my  words, 
"  and  believe  not,  I  judge  him  not :  for  I 
"  came  not  to  judge  the  world  but  to  fave 
•*  the  world. 

"  48.  He  that  rejefteth  me,  and  receiv- 
"  eth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth 
"  him :  the  word  that  I  have  fpoken,  the 
"  fame  {hall  judge  him  in  the  laft  day. 

•*  49.  For  I  have  not  fpoken  of  myfelf ; 

**but 
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hmn,  alwiys  produces  dk: 

precept.   St.  Matthew,  idffl: 

points  out  to  us,  what  OBIS 

tobe,  a^*'c"  as  the  motif" 

"your  light  folbinebefort:^ 

"may  fee  your  good  woit.: 

"your  Father  which  is  iflfe 

*'44.  Jefus  cried,  audi*: 

"believethime,!*"'^ 
"tut  Oil  Aim  that  fcDt  rat 
"45.  ilndhethatfetliit 

.'  that  fent  me.  _ 

«,5.Iainconieal«t-^. 

that  whofoeverbelie^eti^i 
^otabideindarin^^-  J 
". 7.  And  if  an)""ao  1^1 

;,tnottojuagethe.rM^| 
VimyH'ords.h^tho.^; 


«# 
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•'  but  the  Father  which  fent  me, } 
^  a  commandment  what  I  (houI< 
'*  what  I  fhould  fpeak. 

"  5a  And  I  know  that  his  c 
*^ment  is  life  everlafting:  wh 
"  fpeak,  therefore,  even  as  the  I 
"  unto  me,  fo  I  fpeak." 

Our  Lord,  in  the  above  pafla 
and  exprefsly  declares  hisjunit 
Father.   There  were  many  who 
him  as  a  great  prophet,  and  a 
perfeft  of  human  beings ;  but 
extended  no  further.     Jefus,  1 
complains  of  the  flownefs  of 
only  of  the  multitude,  but  even 
difciples ;  who,  during  his  life- 
frequently  to  have  wavered  in 
For  this  reafon,  he  repeats  th 
tion  upon   many  occafions,  * 
\  Father  are  one  ;'  *  He  that  ha 
*  hath  feen  the  Father ;'  and  m; 

Chrift  came  not  at  this  time 
the  world/  but  to  teach  mankii 
to  everlafting  happinefs:   whc 
Kkk2 


I 
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come  a  fccond  time,  it  will  be  to  judge 
them  by  thofe  laws  which  he  left  for  their 
guidance,  at  his  firft  coming.  God  ¥fill 
vindicate  the  honor  of  his  Son,  and  judge 
all  thole  unworthy  of  his  favor  and  pro- 
tection, who  (hall  dare  to  treat  him  with 
diflionor.  Our  Lord  warns  the  Jews 
how  they  rejeQed  him ;  as,  in  fo  doing, 
they  rejefted  the  Father  alfo,  whom  they 
acknowledged  to  be  their  God. 

Grant  to  us,  moft  gracious  Lord  God, 
fo  to  believe  in  the  gofpel  of  thy  blefied 
Son,  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  that,  through 
him,  everlaftiflg  felicity  may  be  our  por- 
tion !  To  Him,  therefore,  with  Thee,  and 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  be  all  honor  and  glory, 
world  without  end !     Amen. 


CHAPTER 
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come  a  fxand  time,itinlr 

thm  by  thofe  laws  vbicbltlii: 

guidance,  at  his  firficoDiiaf/ 

vindicate  the  honor  ofliisS.'£4 

ail  thole  unworthy  of  his  i;3:- 

teciion,  who  Iball  dare  tos-« 

riiflionor.     Our  Lord  vt^'. 

how  they  rejettedhimji'.:' 

t  hey  rejet'ted  the  father  alii  «j 

acknowledged  to  be  their  Coi  I 

Giant  ro  us,  moll  gracwa^ 

/a  to6e/ieveinthegofpel<)f*| 

Son,  Jefus  arid  omlom 

him,  everlaftirtgfM"^^ 

.Jon'    To Him,thc^hrt,d^' 

.|,eHoIvGbo/l,bea]ihoM^i 

.yorldwitlmtendl  Am    ^ 
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CHAPTER  THE  SEVEN 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  51 


"  u'M'OW,  before  the  feal 
."  ^^  over,  when  Jefus 
••  hour  was  come,  that  he  ( 
"  out  of  this  world  unto  the 
"  irig  loved  his  own  which 
"  world,  he  loved  them  untc 

Our  Lord's  love  for  his  ft 
and  difciples  (hewed  itfelf  r 
as  the  time  drew  near  whc 
leave  them,  and  when  he  kn 
would  fuffer  at  that  fad  and  a 
His  friendlhip,  being  foundei 
qualities  of  the  heart,  was  ft 
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changeable :  it  was  the  friendfhip  of  virtoe. 
This  ennobles  our  nature,  and  confiitutes 
one  of  the  greateft  comforts  of  life.  How 
widely  different  from  thofe  compsiQs  of 
vice,  which  fo  frequently  ufurp  its  (acred 
name. 

"  2.  And  fupper  being  ended,  (the 
"  devil  having  now  put  into  the  heart  of 
"  Judas  Ifcariot,  Simon's  fon,  to  betray 
"  him,) 

•*  3.  Jefus  knowing  that  the  Father  had 
*'  given  all  things  into  his  hands,  and  that 
"  he  was  come  from  God,  and  went  to 
"  God ; 

"  4.  He  rifeth  from  fupper,  and  laid 
"  afide  his  garments  :  and  took  a  towel, 
"  and  girded  himfelf. 

"  5. .  After  that  he  poureth  water  into  a 
"  balbn,  and  began  to  wafti  the  difciples' 
•'  feet,  and  to  wipe  them  with  the  towel 
"  wherewith  he  was  girded." 

How  ftrong  is  the  influence  of  habit,  on 
the  hutnan  mind ;  and  how  cautious  ought 

we 
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we  to  be  of  giving  way  to  the  firft  temp- 
tation! If  we  condefcend  to  parley  with 
our  grand  adverfary,  we  give  him  an  ad- 
vantage over  us  which  he  would  not  fail 
to  improve.  Our  beft  fecurity  againft 
fuch  an  enemy,  is  immediate  flight.  Let 
US  not  flatter  ourfelves,  that  we  can  go  fo 
far  aind  no  farther  :  each  ftep  in  vice 
fmooths  the  way  to  the  next ;  and,  in  a 
courfe  of  time,  we  commit,  without  re- 
morie,  crimes  which  we  fliould  at  firfl 
have  (hrunk  from  with  horror  and  detef- 
tation.  When  Judas  began  with  pilfer- 
ing from  the  poor's  bag,  he,  probably, 
zcconciled  the  theft  to  his  own  confcience, 
by  placing  it  to  the  account  of  perqui- 
fites,  or  rewards,  for  his  trouble  in  being 
the  bearer  of  it;  till,  grown  bolder  by 
frequent  crimes,  and  his  appetite  for  pelf 
increafing  by  indulgence,  he  at  length 
formed  the  deteftable  idea  of  betraying  his 
Lord  and  Mafter,  for  a  fum  of  money. 

What  a  lefFon  of  humility,  and  the 
mutual  interchange  of  good  offices,  has 
our  Lord  here  fet  us !     The  Son  of  God 

himfelf. 
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himfelf,  juft  before  his  return  to  Heaven^ 
from  whence  he  defcended  ;  he  to  ^vhom 
all  power  had  been  given  ;  and  at  whofe 
name  every  creature  in  Heaven  and  earth 
was  commanded  to  bow,  condefcended  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  form  and  office  of 
a  menial  fervant,  and  to  wa(h  the  feet  of 
his  own  difciples  !  Can  we,  after  fuch  an 
example,  think  any  office  of  kindnefs  we 
can  fliew  to  a  fellow-creature,  a  degra- 
dation  ?  This  was  a  ceremony  much  in 
praftice  among  the  Jew^  ;  who,  upon  the 
arrival  of  any  guefts  at  their  houfe,  or- 
dered their  fervants  to  take  water  and  wafb 
their  feet ;  as  we  may  read  in  various 
parts  of  the  facred  hiftory. 

"  6  Then  cometh  he  to  Simon-Peter : 
*'  and  Peter  faith  unto  him.  Lord,  doft 
•'  thou  wafh  my  feet  ? 

**  7.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  him, 
"  What  I  do  thou  knoweft  not  now ;  but 
"  tliou  fhalt  know  hereafter. 

'*  8-  Peter  fauh  unto  him.  Thou  (halt 
*'  never  wafli   my   feet-     Jefus  anfwered 

"  him. 


4it   THE  LIFE  AXDDUIEI 

him/cit>ft  before  his  iranii 

fnm  whence  he  (lefceiiiy;Ji 

all  pwer  had  been  gira:!'" 

name  e\'cry  creature  in  Hd* 

n-as  commanded  to  bow,  g2-<" 

taJ^e  upon  himfelf  the  focJ^ 
a  menial  fenant,  and  tfl«* 

hisowndifciples!  Canft^a- 
example,  think  any  officerf*^ 

can  fte«r  to  a  felloH-n«s«1 

pj^a/ce  among  the  Je«:«^| 
i^ivai  of  any  g«e.at^; 

.5Thenco.ethk|o^ 

.U'/^tlHothoutno-.^"«^ 
..,^.    Fetcr  rait/i 
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«  him,  If  I  wafli  thee  not,  the 
"  part  with  me. 

"  9.  Simon-Peter  faith  unto ! 
"  not  my  feet  only,  but  alfo  my 
"  my  head. 

"  10.    Jefus  faith  to  him, 
"  waflied  needeth  not  fave  to  wj 
"but  is  clean  every  whit:    a 
•*  clean,  but  hot  all, 

**  11.  For  he  knew  who  flic 
"him;  therefore  faid  he.  Ye 
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Surprize  and  aftonifliment, 
defcenfion  of  their  Lord,  fee 
kept  all  the  difciples  filent,  \ 
performed  the  humble  office,  t 
to  Peter;  who,  Ihocked  that 
fliould  fo  degrade  himfelf,  ex< 
^1  the  impetuofity  of  his  chi 
nothing  fliould  ever  induce  hii 
to  it.  But  when  Jefus  intim 
that  there  was  fome  myftery  i 
^Dg,  which  {hould  be  hereafte 
to  him,  and  that  without  it  he 
Lll 
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00  part  in  him,  he  eagerly  recall  his  decla- 
ration, and  folicits  to  be  waflied  all  over. 

On  this  impetuofity  of  temper  in  Peter, 

1  muft  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  £cw  re- 
marks. If  fuch  difpofitionSy  as  it  has  been 
often  remarked,  are  capable  of  higher  at- 
tainments in  religion  and  viitue^  they  art 
likewife  more  fubjefl  to  be  furprized  into 
the  exceffes  of  vice.  Pfetcr  feems  ahrays 
to  have  a£led  from  the  impolie  of  the 
moment ;  and,  confequently,  to  havr  (alien 
into  many  errors.  It  was  the  con&ant  en- 
deavor of  our  Lord,  to  check  this  warmth 
in  him ;  and  his  fall  feems  to  have  been 
permitted,  for  the  purpofe  of  obliging  him 
to  put  a  greater  reftraint  upon  himfelf  in 
future :  and,  we  have  reafon  to  believe^ 
that  it  completely  anfwered  that  end,  by 
corre6ling  his  palfions^  and  bringing  them 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  moderation. 

Let  us  take  warning ;  nor  idly  fuppofiCi 
that  violence  of  temper  will  juftify  us  in 
any  improprieties  we  may  be  guilty  of: 
our  reafon  was  given  us  to  reArain  and 
keep  our  pafiions  within  due  bounds. 

To 
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Jon,  and  folicin  olx  J  f  L«4 1^  Tta  «iu>»gh  k 

^"^^fr'u     a  *»^  a  n^cal3ng  and  tyi 

often  remarked  ait  capc^  ^aflied  k  his  blood,  which 

tainments  in  rcl|g.0DdJ  ^ ^^  ^  ^^ 

likcwife  morefubjetttok^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^_ 

the  exceffes  of  «ce.  «^;  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^.^^^  ^  ^, 

to  have  afled  from  tie  "?•.  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^j^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

jnoment;  and,  confequoW/  ^i,^^^  ^^^^  wafting,  or  t>i 

into  many  erroB.  lt«»^^^  purification  of  the  foul  from  fir 

deavor  of  our  Lord,  to    '^  chnicli/ cfreaiony  of  barptilm;  a 

in  him;  and  his  '*"'T'>  g«o4efieas.coBild-BOt  be  prod«c< 

permitted,  for ''•^PT'^  out  a  general  wafhwg;  which  1 

to  put  a  gr^^"^'"'^^'?,:  ^''^"^  '"fi^'ed  upon,  and  which 

future;  and,  vc  ''^^^'V;  •^'wedby  our  Lord,  in  a  cal 

hat  it  complc^^h  ^"^Z  ^^  nature,  to  be  unneceffary 

rreaing  his  paffion^-  ^^  wh«n  he  declared  the  difciples  cli 

*"?. -^jljebouDdsofrtafo"""  ^.  opts  lam  who  was  to  betray  I 

*^r   t  us  take  warning'  fl^^  hewa»  not.  deemed:  the  art  ai 

L      !  ioJence  of  temper  <«»;:  orify  of  Ju<ks  might  pafc  on  n 

'^^'        ronridies  »e  nn)"'^  could  not  veil  his  purpofe  firom 
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.*•  i2.  So  after  he  had  wafhed  their 
*'  feet,  and  had  taken  his  garments,  and 
'<^as  ifet;  down  .  again,  he  Jaid  unto 
*'  them;:  Know  ye  what  I  have  cione  to 
"  .you  ? 

'*  13.  Ye  call  me  Mafier  and  Lord: 
**  and  ye  fay  well ;   for  fo  1  am. 

"  14.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  .and  Matter, 
"  have  wafhed  your  feet,  ye  alfo  ought  to 
"  wafli  one  another*s  feet. 

"15.  For  I  have  given  you  an  ex- 
"  ample,  that  ye  (hould  do  as  I  have  done 
"  to  you. 

"  16.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you, 
*'  The  fervant  is  not  greater  than  his  lord; 
**  neither  he  that  is  fent  greater  than  he 
"  that  fent  him. 

"  17.  If  ye  know  thefe  things,  happy 
"  are  ye  if  ye  do  tliem. 

"  i8-  I  fpeak  not  of  you  all ;  I  know 
"  whom  I  have  chofen  :  but,  that  the 
"  Scripture  may  be  fulfilled.  He  that  eat- 
"  eth  bread  with  me,  hath  lifted  up  his 
"  heel  againd  me." 

The 
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•  The  various  afts  •  of  meeknefs  and  hu- 
mility in  our  blefled  Lord,  cannot  be  too 
often  adverted  to;  fince  pride  is  one  of 
Act  grcateft  enemies  to  the  peace  and 
happinefs  of  mankind.  The  inftance-now 
befe|ie  us,  fcarcely  requires  a  comment ; 
he  ihaving  himfelf  coridefcended  to  ex- 
plain it  fo  fully  :  If  (fays  he)  I,  whom  ye 
all  acknowledge  as  your  Lord  and  Mafter, 
have  ftooped  to  wafti  your  feet,  will  yc 
helitate.to  (hew  equal  humility  towards 
each  other  ?  Will  ye  not  facrifice  all  pride 
and  contention ;  and  prove  to  the  world, 
by  the  fteady  and  afl'eftionate  regard  which 
fubiifts  amongft  you,  that  you  are  my  dif- 
ciples  indeed  ?  Do  not  fancy  yourfelves 
degraded  by  afts  which  you  have  feen 
me  perform :  ye  would  not  fet  yourfelves 
up  above  your  mafter :  what,  therefore,  I 
have  done,  cannot  be  improper  in  you- 
Let  this  example  which  I  have  given  you, 
be  ever  prefent  to  your  minds ;  and,  be 
afTured,  that,  whilft  you  follow  it,  you  will 
enjoy  the  bleffing  of  a  felf-approving  con- 

fcience. 
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fcknce^  and  cmfiuK  toi>  youjrfcLves  the  &lror 
of  your  God. 

That  Chfift  jefius  is  oira  ILord  and  Mat. 
tor^  ve  an  aU  ready  to  ackai^wle^ges  but 
what  witt  this  avail  us^  if  cup  lana  andf 
Qoadu&  do  aofr  corDe^ond  vUi  oar  pco». 
feffioDS?'  As.  well  mighfi  we  caitt  kim  a 
twe  aad  faithful  fmbje^^  who^  hang>  in** 
tjiiftKi^  with  his.  kin^s  bufinsfe^  flkould 
holdl  fecrefi  correfpondence  witk  t^M  csmi^ 
to.  betray  himi;  and  tbis  aierely  becaiafehr 
ackiiQwled]^  his  atttherity;.  ^ 

Ingratitude  is.  a  vice  which  b  keld>  ixp 
gtneral.  abhorrence;  and  the-  morr  fO) 
perhaps^  becaufe  not  puni&able^  by:  doif 
humaa  law.  But  what  (hould*  we  ditnk 
of  a^  peribn,  who^  redeemed  froniJ  a  ftate 
of  flavery^  and  reftored  to  freedom^  by  one 
fcom  whomi  he  had  nO'Claim^  or  even^^ 
pe6iation  of  fuqh  a  favor,  and  afterwaidft 
adopted'  as  a  fon.  into  the  family  oF  hisi 
benelhSor^  (hould;  in  return,  offer  mere 
lip-fervice,  whilft  his  a6tions.  conuadidsedt 
c^ion  this  appearance  of  refpefil^?   Wouid^ 

not 
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iMtfudi  a  cfaarafier  itiei^tv^kli  finive^fal 
toatempc  ?  Yet  how  infinitely  fhoti  doei 
this  pifibire  fall  of  the  wonderfui  lote  ^nd 
^SkEdon  (hewn  to  us  by  our  blefled  Lord  I 
^1k>^  for  our  fakes^  quitting  the  Enjoyment 
>F  per(e€l  happitieffr  in  the  realms  of iiitl'- 
K^^c^itality^  fubmitted  to  the  utftioft  bum^i^ 
fc^GD  and  anguifh  of  body  andihind,  djur^ 
>^[^a  painful  life  upon  6arih^  and  at  Had 
^iBfered  the  death  of  the  croft^  to  five 
^  from  a  much  more  (hameful  bon^ 
s^^ge }  namely^  that  of  fin  and  Satan»«^ 
•-^::&d  what  is  the  return  whiiih  he  require) 
^  itt?  Merely,  that  we  (hould  fo  ad  a) 
^  iecure  to  ourfelves  thofe  invaluable 
^l^iffings  which  he  died  to  put  withm  our 
^^^^ch.  How  ftupid,  as  well  as  ungrateful, 
^*^^aft  we  be,  if  we  reje6i  fuch  eafy  teftns 
^^^  happinefs ! 

Jcfus  well  knew  the  apoftacy  of  Judas ; 
*iui  that,  as  had  been  fonstold  by  the  pro- 
phet, the  Crime  he  was  about  to  commit 
would  be  exaggerated  by  its  being  the 
very  man  who  eat  bread  at  bis  own  table 
who  (hould  betray  him. 
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/  The  duties  of  hofpitality  have  been  held 
facred^  even  amongft  the  mod  uncivihzed 
nations ;  and  a  breach  of  them  coniidered 
as  an  aft  of  treachery.  Under  this  besid, 
I  cannot  but  confider  a  pra£Uce,  which, 
though  generally  reprobated,  is,  I  fear,  too 
caramon :  I  mean  that  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  freedom  which  generally  pre- 
vails at  table ;  by  repeating  what  may 
pais,  to  the  injury  perhaps  of  thofe  pre- 
fent :  and  this  is  rendered  ftill  more  dif- 
gulling,  when  turned  againft  the  enter- 
tainer himfelf.  Againft  this  pra6lice,  I 
cannot  too  ftrongly  warn  my  readers, 
as  being  equally  ungenerous  and  dan- 
gerous. 

'^19.  Now  I  tell  you  before  it  come, 
"  that,  when  it  is  come  to  pais,  ye  may 
*'  believe  that  I  am  he. 

"  20-  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you.  He 
"  that  receiveth  whomfoever  I  fend,  re- 
"  ceiveth  me  ;  and  he  that  receiveth  me, 
"  n  ceiveth  him  that  fent  me." 

That 
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■/       Tlie  duties  of hofpiialitriiKlc 

bend,  even  amongfttheittiir 

nations;  and  a  breach  of  ika 

asanaftoftreacher)'.  Ucia 

I  cannot  but  confider  a  psiS 

though  generally  reprobatfct: 

common:  I  mean  that  of BjS 
tage  of  the  freedom  vhicip^ 
vai]sattablc;byrepcai«J 

pais,  to  the  inju>7  ]>^};  \ 
^„r;  and  this  is  rende/^K 

rerous. 

...o.No*!""?"'^;? 
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That  one  from  amongft  their  < 
one  of  the  chofen  twelve,  (hoi 
betrayer  of  the  Lord,  muft  hs 
circumftance  fo  unthought  of,  i 
dible  t9  the  other  apoftles,  that  oi 
might  well  make  the  knowledj 
teft  of  his  own  truth :  fmce  nc 
tbanomnifcience  could  have  di(< 

Oar  Lord  feems,  in  the  laft 
allude  to  the  holy  fpirit  which 
fend  after  he  quhted  them ;  dccl 
no  perfon  can  receive  or  acli 
the  Son  without  the  Father,  or  t 
»d  Son  without  the  Holy  Ghoft 
the  belief  in  one  muft,  neceffaril 
a  belief  in  all  three.  This  pre 
was  to  be  univerfal ;  not  confim 
or  low,  rich  or  poor,  learned  or  i 
l>ut  to  be  beftowed  liberally  o 
fcould  be  baptized  into  the  faiih 
as  lays  the  prophet  Joel,  (chap, 
290-  "And  it  (hall  come  to 
**ward,  that  I  will  pour  out 
*'  upon  all  flefli ;  and  your  fons 
"  daughters  (hall  prophcfy,  you 
Mmm 


i 
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"  (hall  dream  dreams,  your  young  nien 
*•  fhall  fee  vifions  :  and  alfo  upon  the  fcr- 
'^  vants  and  upon  the  handmaids  in  thofe 
"  days  will  I  pour  out  my  Ipirit.*'  Jere- 
miah alfo  prophefies  to  the  fam^  effe£l, 
(chap.  xxxi.  ver,  34.)  :  "  And  they  ftiall 
"  teach  no  more  every  man  his  neighbour, 
"  and  every  man  his  brother,  faying, 
"  Know  the  Lord :  for  they  fhall  all  know 
"  me,  from  the  leaft  of  them  unto  the 
"  greateft  of  them,  faith  the  Lord :  for  I 
**  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  I  will  re- 
"  member  their  fin  no  more/' 

Thefe  two  prophecies  clearly  point  out 
to  what  a  degree  the  Chriftian  world 
fliould  be  enlightened. 

How  great  is  the  delight  of  thofe  whofe 
minds  are  anxious  for  true  wifdom,  to 
have  it  in  their  power,  by  the  adiftance  of 
God's  holy  fpirit  (which  always  attends 
fuch  as  are  defirous  of  entertaining  the 
heavenly  gueft)  to  trace  the  prophecies 
recorded  in  the  Old  Teftament,  to  their 
completion  in  the  new !  This  is  one  of  the 
rewards  (and  a  moft  fatisfaftory  one  it  is) 

of 
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of  tbofe  who  ferioufly  and  attentively  ftudy 
tUe  holy  Scriptures. 

*'  21.  When  Jefus  had  thus  faid,  he  was 
**  troubled  in  fpirit,  and  teftified,  and  faid, 
**  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  that  one 
**  of  you  (hall  betray  me. 

**  22.  Then  thedifciples  looked  one  on 
*•  another,  doubting  of  whom  he  fpake. 

*•  23.  Now  there  was  leaning  on  Jefus* 
**  bofom  one  of  his  difciples,  whom  Jefus 
••loved. 

••  24.  Simon-Peter,  therefore,  beckoned 
«*  to  him,  that  he  ftiould  afk  who  it  Ihould 
•*  be  of  whom  he  fpake. 

••  25.  He  then  lying  on  Jefus'  breaft, 
•*  (aith  unto  him.  Lord,  who  is  it  ? 

••  26.  Jefus  anfwered,  He  it  is  to  whom 
*•  I  (hall  give  a  fop,  when  I  have  dipped 
««  it.  And  when  he  had  dipped  the  fop, 
**  he  gave  to  Judas  Ifcariot,  the  fon  of 
*•  Simon." 

Our   Lord,   with  that  tendernefs  and 

COtnpsiBion  which  fo  eminently  diilinguilh*- 

Mmm  2  ed 
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cd  every  t6i  of  hta  life,  mren  cowatdB  lib 
bittereft  enemies,  could  not  fefled  on  tht 

bafe  ingratitude  of  Judas,  and  the  Saaal 
confequences  he  would  ineviudbiy  dnw 
on  himfelf  by  fo  foul  a  crimft,  witiiout 
being  '  troubled :'  although  his  pure  mind 
abhorred  the  guih,  he  could  not  bdp  fied- 
ing  for  the  traitor ;  particularly  when  he 
faw  him  in  one  with  whom  he  had  long 
lived  in  habits  of  focial  imercour(e« 

The  difciples^  on  our  Lord's  declarotiofl 
That  one  of  them  (hould  betray  hiln, 
\ceK  thrown  into  the  greatdfl  conifer- 
nation,  as  well  as  aftontfhment :  diey 
looked  on  each  other  with  fufpicion  abd 
difmay ;  but  knew  not  on  whom  to  fix : 
trembling  and  dilheartened^  each  of  tfaem 
feared,  though  unconfcious  himfelf  of  fo 
deteftable  a  defign,  the  all-fearchitig  e)'e 
of  their  Lord  might  have  difcovered  the 
yet-unformed  intent  lurking  in  his  heart 
The  fufpenfe  was  too  painful  to  be  long 
borne  ;  and  Peter,  who  feems  to  have  ac- 
quired more  diffidence  of  himfclf,  fince 
his  Jaft  difcoiirfe  with  Jefus  concerning  the 

wafhing 
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edevay$B  of  iii(life,mii 

bittei^  eneinies,  couUinn 

bafe  ingratitude  of  Judii,i:''| 

conffquences  he  would  'ilffj 

on  h/mfcif  by  fofonlia^ 

6eing' troubled  :'altlioiif3fH 

abhorred  the  guilt,  kc«ill«»i 

jng  for  the  traitor;  paittiij! 

fawhim  in  onewthwiwk'j 

J/vfd  in  habits  of  focialiniff*! 

That  one  of  t/ieni  ft"" 
wrre  thrown  into  tht 
nation,  as  well  «  aft 
looked  on  each  other  »^  J. 

;;,..,  though  unco^';^ 
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waihtng  his  feet,  inftead  of  bei 
the  firft  to  fpeak,  applies  to 
difdpl6  to  iMke  the  inquiry, 
gnidoafly  condefcending  to 
anxious  fliinds,  points  out  the 
in  fiich  a  way,  that  he  himfe 
have  been  cettain  he  was  difc 

"tj.  And  after  the  fop  S; 
"  into  him.  Then  faid  Jefu; 
"  That  thou  doeft,  do  quickl>i 

"  28.  Now  no  man  at  the 
"  for  what  intent  he  fpake  thi 

••  29.  For  fome  of  them  t 
"^aufe  Judas  had  the  bag»  th 
"  fiud  unto  him,  Buy  thofe  th- 
"  have  need  of  againft  the  fej 
*  he  (hoiild  give  fomething  t< 

**3^-    He  then,  having  r 
**  fo^,  went  immediately  out 
"night." 

Chrift  having  given  him  '  1 
are  told  that  •  Satan  entere( 
Judas,  by  his  avarice,  hypoc 


« 
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gratitude,  had  made  himfelf  a  fit  dwelliDg 
for  fuch  a  gueft  :  Saun  was  therefore 
fuffered  to  take  full  pofleflion  of  him ; 
and,  no  doubt,  fuggefted  every  argument 
which  his  malice  could  furnifliy  to  confirm 
him  in  his  deviliOi  purpofe.  His  firft 
attack,  we  may  fuppofe  to  have  been  on 
the  ruling  paflion  of  his  heart ;  pointing 
out  to  him,  that,  from  Jefus,  he  could  ex- 
peft  neither  wealth  nor  honors ;  whilll, 
with  the  chief  priefls  and  rulers,  he  might 
make  his  own  terms,  by  putting  into  their 
power  him  whom  they  had  fo  long  attempt- 
ed to  take  in  vain,  and  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  eafe  and  affluence.  He  might, 
then,  urge  him  to  refentment,  for  the  pre- 
ference which  our  Lord  fhewed  to  others 
of  his  difciples,  (which  was,  no  doubt,  the 
cafe,  from  the  knowledge  he  had  of  his 
charafter) ;  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
clofed  the  temptation,  by  urging  that,  in 
giving  up  Chrift,  he  would  do  an  accept- 
able fer'vicc  to  the  religion  and  laws  of  his 
country,  which  his  mailer  was  endeavor- 
ing to  fubvert.     To  a  nptind  fo  perverted  as 

that 
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mtitude,  had  made  hidcHii: 

for  /lich  a  gueft:  Saiai«:; 

fufFered  to  take  fiill  poftS' 

and,  DO  doubt,  fuggelleir? 

whicli  his  malice  could  M, 

him  in  his  devilifli  purp:--; 

attack,  ve  may  fuppofeio^ii 


;  may  fuppole  io?>j 
paflioDofliiiM 


the  ruling  j- : 

out  t©  him,  that,  from  J#=[ 
pefl  neither  wealth  nor  i^j 
^./lArAe  chiefprieils  an<l*^ 

^aAr  his  o.-n  terms,  bvp^; 

,o..erhimwhotntheyW^' 

,dtotaJceinvain.andpa&^'^ 
i,hfeineafeandaffl.««> 

-^d  the  temptatm  b  "^^ 
rrJcctotherelr'°^"j 

^;.err.    Toa«i«d^<| 
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that  of  JudaSy  fuch  arguments  mt 
been unanfwcrable ;  and  feelings 
that  he  was  now  difcovered,  and 
longer  to  bear  the  divine  looks 
matter  he  was  about  to  betray,  1 
to  have  followed  our  Lord's  ad^ 
be  expeditious  in  what  he  mean 
by  gomg  out  immediately  and  mc 
terms  with  the  chief  priefts  anc 
to  deliver  him  up  to  them  that  ve: 
Though  the  words  which  our 
addrefledto  Judas  were  perfeftl] 
gible  to  him,  his  confcience  poin 
their  meaning,  they,  were  not  un 
by  the  reft  of  the  apoftles ;  who  cc 
them  to  relate  to  feme  commnTu 
had  given  him  to  execute.  The 
nication  he  had  made  to  the  bel< 
ciple,  appears  to  have  been  private 
immediately  communicated  to  th 
The  fum  which  he  received,  as 
told  by  the  other  evangelifts,  wa? 
ing  to  prophecy)  thirty  pieces  < 
St.  Matthew,  (chap.  xxvi.  ver. 
ftates  it  thus :   ''  Then  one  of  tht 
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^'called  Judas  Ifcariot,  went  iinto  the 
^  chief  priefts,  and  faid  unto  them,  ^¥h&t 
*<  will  ye  give  me,  and  I  will  deJivnr  him 
^  unto  you  ?  And  they  covenanted  with 
*^  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  filvwr.* 

This  appears  to  be,  by  the  law  of  Mo* 
fes,  the  fixed  price  for  the  life  of  a  (lave  i 
as  we  may  fee  in  Exodus,  chap.  j(xi  veife 
32. :  '^  If  the  ox  (hall  pufli  a  man«-fervant 
*'  or  maid-fervant ;  he  (hall  give  unto  their 
"  maftcr  thirty  (hekels  of  filver,  and  the 
"  ox  (hall  be  ftoned."    Thus  we  fee  that 
our  ble(red  Lord  not  only  fullered  ai  » 
malefaclor,  but  was  alfo  fold^  at  the  price 
of  a  (lave.     There  is  another  prophecy,  in 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  Zechariah,  (ver.  12. 
13.)  :  "  And  I  faid  unto  them.  If  ye  think 
"  good,  give  me  my  price ;  and  if  not, 
''  forbear.     So  they  weighed  for  my  price 
*'  thirty  pieces  of  filver.     And  the  Lord 
"  faid  unto  me,  Caft  it  unto  the  potter; 
"  a  goodly  price  that  I  was  prifed  at  of 
"  them.     And  I  took  the  thirty  piece$  of 
•'  filvcr,  and  cad  them  to  the  potter  in 
"thchoufeofihcLord." 

St. 
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St.  Matthew  ^chap.  xxvii.  ver.  9.}  adds : 

••  Then  was  fulfilled  tfiat  which'was  fpoken 

*•  by  Jereiiiy  the  prophet,  faying,  And  they 

*•  took  the  thirty  pieces  of  filver,  the  price 

"  of  him  that  was  valued,  whom  they  of 

••  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  value/' 

•    That  Judas  Ifcariot  (hould  dematid  no 

moit  of  the  chief  priefts  for  delivering 

up  Gbrift  to  them,  than  the  mere  price  of 

«  Have's  life,  when -there  cannot  be   a 

doobt  that,  rather  than  have  failed'iii  their 

pOTpofe,  they   would  have  gratified  his 

avarice  to  its  utmoft  extent,  fervesto  place 

in  the  ftrongeft  poffible  point  of  view,  the 

over-ruling  hand  of  Providence ;  which, 

for  the  completion   of   the   prophecies, 

obliged  Judas  to  confine  his  demand  to  fo 

trifling  a  fum. 

"31.  Therefore,  when  he  was  gone  out, 
*'  Jefus  faid.  Now  is  the  Son  of  man  glo- 
**  rified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him. 

"  32.  If  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God 
"  (hall  alfo  glorify  him  in  himfelf,  and  (hall 
^  ftraitway  glorify  him. 

Nnn  "33,  Little 
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•f  33.  Little  children,  yet  a  little  while 
**  I  am  with  ypu.  Ye.  IbaU  feek  mc:  »nd 
«  as  i  fei4  unto  the  Jevp,  Wbitbcf  J  go 
!'ye  cannot  come;  fo  pair  I  &y  unto 
ffyott." 


The  S(}n  of  man  was  to  be  g^ocified, 
t^y  fuffering  for,  and  fedeeming,  manluod; 
by  arifing  from  the  dead,  and  afixnda^ 
into  Heaven.    From  the  time,  thefefi»% 
that  Juda$,  conqucxing  every  miuiuDg 
check  Qf  co^fcience,  determined  to  (]e{ivef 
up  his  mafter  to  deftruflion,  the  afi  of ID^ 
diation  may  be  faid  to  have  beoa  com- 
pleted ;  and,  confequently,  thjt  the  Sod 
of  man  was  then  *  glorified ;'  that,  by  this 
trying  aft  of  his  obedience,  God  vc^alfo 
*  glorified  in  him ;'  and  that  God  glBrific*^ 
him,  by  giving  into  his  hands  all  power 
and  dorninion  oyer  that  world  wWfh  ^ 
had  redeemed. 

Our  blefled  Lord  now,  addtefliiigtB 
difciples  by  the  endearing  appeUaU9n  o( 
'  little  children,'  endeavors,  yrith  all  tbc 
tender  care  and  folicitude  of  a  fond  father, 

to 
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'Imnhyoii.  YeWiii 
asi  M  unto  the  JniH 
ye  (9iu>!9t  conK;  lb  n^' 

f 

Xbc  SonofmanwPki 


||Uf>«#«'^  -^"J  "^-^  --"-^  J 

4nfiiigfrQm  tbeiMfi^^ 

\  Judtf,  conqiifl^M 
isjnaftcrtodeftwtol*^ 

I;  and,  confeguflii!''*' 
„' was  then  •glo'ifia'''^] 

y  giving  intotefafl^*: 
/,ytl.eca<icarin?«in 
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to  prepare  them  for  di%  Ibis-  il 
ihortly  ftJftaHi ;  aiid  to  comfort  the 
die  afflidingconfideraUofi,  that  th 
not  accoihpany  hifai  \  as  his  bill 
earth  "froAald  be  then.accomplifhed 
orily  be^niriBg.  He  might  alf 
by  thar  term;  to  point  odt  io  th 
moih  they  ftdod  in  need  of  his 
fo[^rt  and  affiftance  ;;  withbv 
dJey  wbald  be  as  unable  to  ad  i 
felves;  as  an  infant  would  be,  de 
is  Inrenb; 

"  34.  A  hew  commaifrdhient  I  ^ 
•*  yotr;  That  ye  loVe  one  anbtb 
"havel(A?cd  y6il;  <hat  ye  al(b 
"  another. 

"  35'  %  this  (hall  all  men  ki 
**  ye  are  my  difciptes,  if  ye  have 
"toaiiiother." 

The  abToliite  ftate  of  dependai 

human  bein'gs  upon  ^ach  othei 

that  the  Almighty,  froni  the  b 

mteiided  that  mutual   love  ar 

Nnn2 
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will  (hould  fubfift  among  them.  The 
Jews,  in  many  parts  of  holy  Scriptuxe, 
are  commanded  to  love  one  another.  It 
is  exprefsly  enjoined  them,  in  Leviticus, 
(chap.  xix.  ver.  18.):  "  Thou  (halt  not 
**  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge  againft  the 
"  children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  (halt 
"  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelt"  Now 
although  this  was  an  ancient  lawj  yet  the 
love  here  enjoined  by  our  Lord  might 
truly  be  called  '  a  new  commandment ;' 
fince  both  the  extent  and  motive  of  it 
were  different :  the  love  and  charity 
here  recommended,  was  not  to  be  confined 
to  this  or  that  particular  country,  or  de- 
fcription  of  people ;  but  to  embrace  the 
whole  race  of  mankind,  without  diftinc- 
tion  ;  as  compofing  one  great  family,  un- 
der God,  their  common  Father. 

It  teaches  us  to  be  kind  and  a(Fe£lionate 
to  all  our  brethren ;  and  ever  ready  to 
aflift  them  in  their  wants  and  diftreflfes,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  be  :  for  our 
Lord  tells  us,  in  another  place.  That 
every  aft  of  kindnefs  Ihewn  to  the  leaft 

of 
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will  ftouM  fubliil  inoij'k 
Jews,  in  many  pamoiisi 
are  commaoded  toioveoxB| 
is  exprefiiy  enjoined  tliffl;i 
(chap.  xix.  ver.  18.):  "^^-| 
"at-enge.norbearanygnjf  ; 
"children  of  thy  peopk^ 
"love  thy  neighbour  as  itf 
although  this  was  an  andsii-; 
Jove  here  enjoined  by  «fL'| 

truly  be  called 'iri(^(^\. 
Unceboth  the  em  i^^, 
^•ere  different:  thelovtj- 
,ere  recommended,  wajnoittlf- 
.this  or  that  parti-calarcc^; 

,ription  of  people;  b;";^: 
J,e  nice  of  r.ani4»^ 

,„,.a.scompokone^ 
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of  his  brethrlen,  he  fhall  confider  « 
to  himfelf.  But  what  exalts  thi 
mandment  above  whatever  was 
enjoined  to  the  world,  and  whicl 
the  great  diftinguifliing  mark  of 
tianity,  is,  that  it  extends  even 
enemies :  we  are  to  blefs  them  th; 
us,  and  to  pray  for  them  that  defp 
ufc  us  and  perfecute  us.  So  fub' 
idea  could  never  have .  entered  ii 
conception  of  mere  man,  but  cou 
have  proceeded  from  that  glorious 
who  facrificed  his  own  life  to  fave 
tereft  enemies  from  merited  puniflr: 
Our  motive  to  the  performance 
duty,  ought  to  be  gratitude  to  oui 
Saviour,  for  the  ineftimable  favor- 
conferred  upon  us,  and  to  fhew  tc 
world  that  we  are  his  difciples, 
and  truth,  and  not  in  name  only. 
Chriftianity  cannot  fail  to  enla 
mind,  and  root  out  all  narrownefs  c 
and  that  felf-love  which  hardens  u: 
diftrefs ;  it  produces  in  us  a  difpo 
niind  which  qualifies  us  to  bccc 
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hanible  inftrirmerits,  hi  the  hands  of  dk 
Almighty;  of  cortverting  the  fibufe'  of 
monrriing  and  repmmg-i^6f  want  md 
wretchednefs,  into  that  of  joy  juM  grati- 
tude— of  plenty  and  comf&it:  a  difpo- 
fition  which  is  not  more  al  blefling  to' 
others,  than  to  ourfelves. 

«  3^.  Sfmon-Peter  faid  unto  hhu,  LoiiJ; 
**  Whither  goeft  thou  ?  Jefus  anfWefed 
"  him,  Whithef  I  go  thou  canft  not  Mow 
**  mie  no«r ;  but  thoo  IHaH  foHow  me' 
"  afterwards. 

"  37.  Peter  faid  unto  him.  Lord,  why 
**  cannot  I  follow  th^  noV  ?  I  will  lay 
**  J6wA  my  life  fw  thy  fake: 

*'  3^-  J^fws  ahfwtrtd  him,  "^ilt  thou' 
"  /ay  down  thy  life  fdf  riiy  ftke  ?  Verily, 
"  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee.  The  c6tk  (halt 
**  nbt  crow  till  thou  haft  denied  m'^  thriCc." 

Peter,  wh'O  had  hetfrd  With  gfeat  tftf^ 
eafrnefs  that  fiis  maRer  wis  gdtng  kvaty, 
and  that  they  (hould  not  be  permitted  to 
follow  him,  now  puts   the  qtieftion  (O 

him, 
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hmbk  iiiRTbnm,Bkk 

Aki^,  of  comq^'' 

monrning  and  repiniDg-f'  ^ 

trrctchfdnc'is,  intotfetof'* 

tvde-of  plenty  and  off* 

fffion  which  is  not  mfflti* 

others,  than  to  ourfelva 

"3^.  Sfnioii-Peterfaiil* 
« i^hitfrer  gofft  tlioa?  M 
«ATm,lV/.7t/jeHgoiMl 

*.,„cno«';  but  A*  """"i 

«« a/tcrw-ardis.  ^ 

«.7.  Peter faidontoM; 

.  cannot  Ifo«o;f«^''' 
'  -K.  1  fav  unto tW'"' 
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bim,  Whither  he  was  going? 
jour  Saviour  replies  by  the  com 
aifuranc^,  That,  although  he  coi 
accompaay  him  then;  he  (houltl 
'.fiiUosrhiift:'  nor  is  this  peomi 
fined  taReterrand  the  reft  of  the  2 
but  is  expended  to  all  his  teue.and 
^ciples»  from  ope  generation  to  s 
to  the  en^  of  the  vorld.  WJi 
dicerfulnefs  and  reiignation  ought. 
to  fuhmtt,  to  whatever  trials  and  ft 
his  wifdom  has  appointed  for  us, 
life;  when  we  are  affured  that,  il 
pmperiy  under  them,  we  (hall  be  i 
into  his  kingdom,  and  be  partak* 
kim  of  everlatting  happinefs  ! 

St.  Eetef,  ftill  miftaking  our 
meaning,  and  fuppofing  that  he  \y{ 
to  engage  in  forae  dangerous  upde 
a  which  he  did  qot  wifh  to  inv( 
difciples,  with  all  the  zeal  of  true 
flj'P  and  affeftion,  preffes  to  be  a 
to  Ihare  his  mafter's  danger ;  aflur 
jbat  he  would  willingly  facrifice 
"»  his  fervice.    We  have  every  r< 
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fuppofe  that  Peter  was  fincere  in  this  cfe- 
claration,  at  the  time  he  made  it;  and, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Jefus  i9as 
pleafed  with  fuch  a  proof  of  the  warmth 
of  his  a£Fe6iion;  but  perceiving,  probably, 
that  Peter  was  too  confident  in  his  own 
ftrength,  our  Lord  took  the  opportunity 
of  checking  his  prefumption,  by  telling 
him,  that,  firm  as  he  then  thought  himfelfi 
within  a  very  few  hours,  he  (hould  be 
guilty  of  the  meannefs  of  denying  all 
knowledge  of  him. 

The  event,  as  we  (hall  fee  hereafter, 
proved  the  truth  of  our  Lord's  prophecy, 
and  the  weaknefs  and  unfteadinefs  of  hu- 
man nature  when  left  to  itfelf. 

Let  this  ferve  as  a  warning  to  us,  to 
guard  againft  every  fpecies  of  arrogance, 
or  prefumption,  in  relying  on  our  own 
ftrength  alone  for  the  performance  of  our 
duty  ;  let  us,  with  true  humility  and  meek- 
nefs  of  heart,  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the 
throne  of  grace;  that  we  may  receive 
aflillance  from  above,  and  be  daily  im- 
proved in  charity  and  all  other  Cliriftian 

virtues ; 
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fupfx^thit  Peter  ns  in: 
dandon,  at  the  m\txi 
then  can  be  no 
ploled  with  fuch  a  piii 
ofhisa^m;  but 
that  Peter  was  too  confits' 
ftrength,  our  Lord  tooit 
of  checking  his  prefiwi|«6' 
him,  that,  finn  as  he  tifflite; 
«rithin  a  verykvim^^ 
guUty  of  the  meiad^^ 
knowledge  of  him. 

The  event,  asvem«^ 

proved  the  tmh  of o^lfj:i 

andthei^eaineftan(i«nfi»*. 

rnannmre^henBiod. 

X.etthisferv'easa.a'tf,: 

^^;f  heart,  adM-o. 
,yed  in  chanty !^nd^^Jl 


thit »« '^l 
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virtues;  endeavoring, in oure 
word  and  aftion,  to  follow 
of  our  bleffed  Lord.  To  w) 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  glory,  world  without  en 


Ooo 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  CHAPTER  the. 
SEVENTEENTH. 


ON    THE    LORDS   SUPPER^ 

Before  I  proceed  to  comment  upon 
the  fourteenth  chapter  of  St.  John,  I 
muft  repeat  a  praftice  which  I  have  fre- 
quently found  it  neceffary  to  adopt, 
and  for  which  I  prepared  my  readers  in 
an  early  part  of  this  work — that  of  fup- 
plying,  from  the  other  evangelifts,  fach 
information  as  is  not  to  be  found  at  all 
in  this  gofpel ;  or  which^  if  found,  is 
not  treated  on  fo  largely  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjeft  may  feem  to  require.  This 
is  particularly  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to 
the  inftitution  of  the  Lord's  fupper :  a 
facrament  of  fuch  general  and  infinite 
importance  to  all  Chriftians,  that  it  wdl 
deferves  their  moll  ferious  confideration. 

Should 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.      469 

Should  it  be  afked  hovr  it  happened 
It  St.  John  fliould  omit  altogether,  or 
ly  flightly  touch  on,  fubjefts  which  the 
her  cvangelifts  thought  of  fo  much 
afequence?  I  anfwer,  that  the  other 
ree  had,  many  years  before,  written 
mplete  hiftories  of  our  bleffed  Saviour^ 
>m  his  birth  to  his  afcenfion  into  Hea- 
n;  including  all  the  remarkable  occurs 
aces  of  which  they  had  been  witneffes : 
thefe  were  well  known  in  the  world,  it 
IS  totally  unneceffary  for  St*  John,  after 
:h  a  diftance  of  time  bad  elapfed,  to  re^ 
at,  in  the  fame  order,  the  fame  fadsand 
Currences  which  they  had  recorded. 
It  is  evident,  that  St.  John  did  not  mean 
I  Gofpel  to  be  confidered  as  a  complete 
lory  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  but,  rather,  as  a 
ccefiion  of  proofs  of  his  divinity.  He 
mfelf  expreffes  this,  in  the  latter  part  of 
t  twentieth  chapter  of  this  book  :— 
And  many  other  figns  truly  did  JefujL^ 
b  the  prefence  of  his  difciples,  which 
ire  not  written  in  this  book :  but  thefe 
Ire  written,  that  ye  might  believe  that 
Goo  2  '"  Jefus 
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"  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God ;  and 
•*  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through 
"  his  name." 

In  the  twenty-fixth  chapter  of  Sl  Mat- 
thew»  and  the  twenty-fixth  and  fome  fuc- 
ceeding  verfes,  we  have  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  inftitution  of  this  bleifed 
facrament.  "  And  as  they  were  eatiog^ 
"  Jefus  took  bread,  and  blefled  it,  and 
"  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  difciples,  and 
"  faid.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body.  And 
'^  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and 
"  gave  it  to  them,  faying,  Drink  yc  all  of 
"  it :  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  NewTcf- 
"  tament,  which  is  (hed  for  many  for  the 
"  remiffion  of  fins.**  To  which  accoont 
St.  Luke  adds  thcfe  words :  •*  This  do,  in 
"  remembrance  of  me." 

It  behoves  us  to  confider  well  the  fol* 
lowing,  points  :  The  Author  of  the  infti- 
tution ;  the  time  of  it ;  the  nature  and 
^arpofes  for  which  it  was  inftituted ;  and, 
laftly,  the  manner  in  which  we  (hoold 
prepare  ourfelves  to  celebrate  it,  fo  as  to 
derive  from  it  all  the  benefits  it  offers  to  U^ 

I  propofe 
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propofe  to  coniider  all  thefe  points 
Lheir  order,  and  then  to  make  ibme 
brvadons,  aild  draw  fome  conclufions 
n  tbe  whole. 

iLiid,  firft^  as  to  the  Author  of  this  facra* 
It.  It  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  Son 
jod  himfelf :  who,  in  compaflion  to  loft 
nkind  (become  by  their  own  inexcu« 
le  folly  and  perverfenefs  the  ob jefts  of 
el's  wrath),  and  to  reftore  them  to  hb 
9r  by  taking  upon  him  the  penalty  of 
ir  guilt,  had,  voluntarily,  quitted,  the 
rious  manfions  of  blifs ;  taken  upon 
ifelf  their  nature,  with  all  its  imper- 
ions  and  frailties,  fm  only  excepted ; 
i  fubmitted  to  pafs  thirty*three  years 
earth,  in  a  flate  of  abje6l  poverty,  and, 
ing  the  three  laft  of  them,  fubjefted  to 
ry  fpecies  of  infult  and  contempt  which 
pride  and  arrogance  of  power  and 
les  could  impofe  upon  him,  and  now 
the  point  of  experiencing  the  moft 
card- of  cruelties  and  tortures  which 
malice  and  refentment  of  man  could 
int,  and  of  clofing  the  whole  by  a 

death 
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death  the  mod  painful  and  ignomkuooJ— 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

Such  was  the  divine  Author;  andtk 
time  was  immediately  previous  to  the  com- 
pletion of  his  fufferings  ;  the  very  wght 
before  his  crutifixion. 

The  purpofe  of  the  inflitution  is  de* 
clared,  by  Chrift  himfelf,  to  be  that  of 
perpetuating,  through  all  ages,  the  re* 
membrance  of  his  wonderful  love  to  man- 
kind ;  and  the  gratitude  and  obedience 
which  are  his  dues  from  them^  in  confe* 
quence. 

It  was  to  take  place  of  the  Paflbver;  that 
having  been  eftablifhed  in  remembrance 
of  God's  deliverance  of  the  Jews,  when  he 
fmqte  all  the  firft-bom  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  from  the  bondage  of  Pharaoh; 
and  as  a  type,  or  fhadow,  of  a  much  great- 
er  deliverance  mankind  were  to  experience 
in  the  voluntary  facrifice  of  Chrift,  the 
true  pafchal  Lamb :  this  being  therefore 
on  the  point  of  its  accoraplifhment,  the 
{hadow  was  of  courfe  to  be  done  away. 
The  nature  of  it  was  perfeftly  fimple; 

but 
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but  fully  expreflive  of  the  bleffin 
to  convey.  The  elemejits  to  be 
were  bread  and  wine  :  intimating 
they  gave  ftrength  and  vigor  to  ( 
lal  bodies,  fo  when  received,  throi 
IS  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  \ 
us,  they  would,  in  like  manner,  o 
fpiritual  food  to  our  fouls,  and 
us  m  every  Chriftian  virtue. 

We  come  now  to  confider  the 
in  which  we  ftiould  prepare  ouri 
tb  worthy  receiving  of  it. 

It  muft  be  evident  to  every  ( 
who  reflefts  on  the  atonement 
by  God  for  the  guilt  of  mankinc 
juftice  could  be  fatisfied  with  nc 
offering  than  the  death  of  his  c 
how  great  muft  be  his  hatred  ag 
and  how  incumbent  it  is  upon  us 
fi^m  our  hearts  what  coft  our 
dear. 

It  will  therefore  be  ncceffar 
firft  place,  to  examine  into  th( 
our  foul,  that  we  may  fee  and  ki 
^  fituation  of  it  aftually  is.    i 
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CFfli  tlje  death  of  the  erofe.   , 

Such  was  the  divine  .to , 

time  vas  immediately  previca^ 

pJctioDofhisfufferings;iSj 

|,cforc  his  crutlfixion.     \ 

The  purpofe  of  the  into* 

clared.  by  Chrift  hinifelj'i;:. 

perpetuating,  through a^ J; 
iTeiDbraDceofhiswontfj. 

n'^totakeplaceof-ie^' 

having  been  efUbiid^  J 
^f  God's  deliveianceW 

e  DBture  oi  «  *^  r 
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not  expe£l  perfedion  from  us ;  but  has 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  promife  his 
acceptance  of  our  fiocere  and  hearty  en- 
deavors to  pleafe  him»  and  of  repentance 
and  determination  of  amendment,  when 
we  have  done  amifs.  Our  Church  cate- 
chifm  points  out  to  us  the  feverai  heads 
on  which  we  ought  to  examine  ourfdfcs; 
namely : 

Whether  we  repent  us   truly  of  our 
former  fins  ? 

Whether  we  ftedfaftly  purpofe  to  lead 
a  new  life  ? 

Whether  we  have  a  lively  faidi  in  God's 
mercy  through  Chrift  ? 

Whether  we  have  a  thankful  lerneni- 
brance  of  his  death  ?     And^ 

Whether  we  be  in  charity  with  all 
men? 

Having  fully  and  impartially  examined 
•ourfelves,  on  all  thefe  points;  fblicited 
the  grace  of  CJod's  holy  fpirit,  to  aflift  our 
honeft  endeavors ;  and  formed  our  rcfo- 
lution  for  the  time  to  come ;  let  us  not 
fcruple  to  prefent  ourfelves  at  God's  hdy 

tables 
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lie,  in  .foil  confidence  J  that  we  fhf  11  re- 
ve  all  the  benefits  purchafed  for  us  by 
^  faciifioe  and  death  of  Jefiis  Chrift.  . 
It  h  extremely  natural  to  fiippofe  that, 
ni'if  our  blefled  Lord  had  not  himfelf 
Gained  this  holy  facranient  and  endowed 
urith*  fuch  eSibkcy^  the  gratitude  of 
inidnd  would  have  eflablifhed  fonoiithing 
vimiiar  ttatupe;  in  remembraiiiee  offo 
qpandleted  an  inflance  of  love  (hewn 
thewi,  and  that  they  might  have  aii  op* 
^itunity,  at  ftated  periods,  of  renewing 
eir  acknowledgments  for  it.  It  cannot, 
en,  but  be  matter  of  the  greateft  aflonifti- 
tnt,  that  any  perfons,  profefling  them- 
fvc$  to  bcr  Chrftians,  (hould  flight  or 
gle£l  fuch  eafy  means  of  obtaining 
t  higheft  fpiritual  bleflings,  when  our 
iflfed  Saviour,  knowing  the  frailties  of 
r  nature  and  how  apt  we  are  to  forget 
^moft  neceffary  duties,  exprefsly  infti- 
led  and  ordained  thefe  holy  myfteries, 
pledges  of  his  love,  and  for  a  continual 
aembrance  of  his  death,  to  our  great 
i  endlefs  comfort.- 

Ppp  Suppofe 
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Suppofe  that  a  beloved  friend,  orbcne- 
fa£lor,  had,   upon   his  death-bed^  made 
fome  requeft  to  us,  (hould  we  think  oox- 
felves  at  liberty  to  negleft  it?  do  we  not, 
on  the  contrary,  exert  our  utmoft  endea- 
vors to  carry  his  wiflies  into  execution; 
notwithftanding  any  difficulties  which  we 
may  find  in  the  way  ?   and  {hall  we  be 
lefs  anxious  to  obey  the  lad  and  (tying 
command  of  our  beft  friend  and  heavenly 
benefador ;    a  command  given  for  our 
own  fakes  only,  and  to  draw  us  nearer  to 
God  and  himfelf  ? 

I  am  apt  to  believe  that  too  many 
amongft  us  are  inattentive  to  this  holy  in- 
ftitution,  from  the  eafe  with  which  wc 
may  be  admitted  to  it ;  and  that,  from  the 
perverfenefs  of  human  nature,  had  it  been 
a  work  of  difficulty,  more  pains  would 
have  been  taken  to  enjoy  it.  We  have 
an  example  of  this  nature,  in  the  fifth 
chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Kings; 
where  Naaman,  the  Syrian,  having  applied 
to  the  prophet  Elifha  to  cure  him  of  his 
leprofy,  and  being  direfted  to  wafh  in  the 

river 
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river  Jbrdan  and  bfc  clean,  was  wr 
tamed  to  go  away,  becaufe  the 
propofed  to  him  appeared  fo  (in 
unattended  with  the  pomp  and  cei 
he  expe£ted«  The  arguments  ei 
by  his  fervants  upon  this  occafion, 
worthy  of  attention,  as  particul; 
plicable  to  the  prefent  fubjeft.  " 
•*  ther,  if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee 
V  great  thing,  wouldeft  thou  not  he 
"it?  how  much  rather  then,  m 
*  faith  to  thee,  Wafti  and  be  clean 
If  we  have  been  at  any  time 
abfurd  with  Naaman  in  rejeft 
means  of  cure  of  a  much  worfe 
than. his,  (as  fays  Solomon,  in  i 
chapter  of  The  Proverbs,  "  Tl 
'*  of  a  man  will  fuftain  his  infirmi 
"  a  wounded  fpirit  who  can  beai 
caufe  too  eafily  attainable,  let  us  j 
Ae  example  of  his  repentance,  an< 
diatcly  accept  of  our  Lord's  ki 
aflfeftionate  invitation,  with  true 
«K  gracious  promifes. 

Ppp2 
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To  the  fincere  and  zealous  Cbrifiiaa 
few  parts  of   his   religion   afford  more 
folid   comfort    and  happinefs,  than  ^ 
liberty  given  him  of  appearing  as  a  gucft 
at  his  Lord's  table,  and  pleading  with  him» 
as  it  were,  perfonally,  his  gracious  pro- 
mifes.     When  we  confidcr  that^  if  with 
a  true  penitent  heart  and  lively  faith  wc 
receive  that  holy  facrament^  we  fpirituaUy 
eat  the  flefh  of  Chrift  and  drink  Ids  blood; 
we  dwell  in  Chrift  and  Chrift  in  us ;  we 
are  one  with  Chrift  and  Chrift  with  us; 
we  ftiall  be  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  expiefs 
our  thanks  and  adoration  for  fuch  infinite 
goodnefs.     Nor  are  thofe  advantages  con- 
fined to  the  time  of  receiving  it :  for,  if 
we  are  fincere  in  our  endeavors  to  dif- 
charge  this  duty  as  we  ought^  the  blefled 
influence  of  it  will  remain  in   our  mindsj 
and  greatly  affift  us  in  every  good  worL 

Let  us  now  confider  the  various  excofes 
made  for  the  negleft  of  this  holyinfii- 
tution,  and  the  weaknefs  and  danger  rf 
them.     Thefe  are  fo  forcibly  fet  forth  in 

the 
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the  exhortation  contained  in  our 
fervice,  diat^  I  am  pcrfuaded,  I  ca 
better  than  to  tranfcribe,  and  e 
to^call  the  attention  of  my  reader 
''  I  bdcech  you,  for  the  Lor 
**Chrift's  fake,  that  ye  will  not  r 
•*  come  thereto;  being  fo  lovingl; 
''Old  bidden  by  God  himfelf.  Y 
^  how  grievous  and  unkind  a  thi 
"  when  a  man  hath  prepared  a  rit 
*'  decked  his  table  with  all  kind  c 
**  fion,  fo  that  there  lacketh  notl 
*  the  giiefts  to  fit  down,  and  yet  tl 
"  are  called  (without  any  caufe)  r 
**  thankfully  refufe  to  come :  vi 
*•  you,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  not 
**  ed?  Who  would  not  think  a  j 
"  jury  and  wrong  done  unto  him  ? 
"  fore,  moft  dearly-beloved  in  Chi 
**  ye  good  heed,  left  ye  withdrawii 
''felves  from  this  holy  fupper, 
"Gods  indignation  againft  yoi 
"  an  e8^fy  matter  for  a  man  to  fa 
"  not  communicate,  becaufe  I  ai 
"wife  hindered  with  worldly   I 


48o     THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

^'  but  fuch  excufes  are  not  fo  eafily  ac- 
"  cepted,  and  allowed  before  God.  If 
*^  any  man  fay,  I  am  a  grievous  finner, 
'*  and   therefore    am    afhdd    to    come : 
**  wherefore  then  do  ye  not  repent  and 
"  amend  ?    When  God  calleth  you,  are 
^*  ye  not  afhamed  to  fay,  you  will  not 
^  come  ?     When  ye  (hould  return  to  God, 
"  will  ye  excufe  yourfelves,  and  fay  yeaie 
"  not  ready  ?      Conlider  eameftly  widi 
"  yourfelves,  how  litde  fuch  fagned  cx- 
"  cufes  will  avail  before  God.     They  that 
*'  refufed  the  feaft  in  the  Gofpel,  becaufe 
**  they  had  bought  a  farm,  or  would  tiy 
"  their  yokes  of  oxen,  or  becaufe  they 
"  were  married,  were  not  fo  excufed,  but 
•'  counted  unworthy  of  the  heavenly  fcaft." 
Let  it  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  from 
the  earneftnefs  with  which  all  Chriftians 
are  exhorted  to  be  frequent  partakers  of 
the  Lord's  fupper,  that  they  may  therefore 
go  carelefsly,  or  without  a  fieady  faidi, 
fincere  repentance,  and  fixed  purpofeof 
amending   in  future  whatever  has   been 
amifs  in  their  former  lives ;  but  let  them 

confidcr 
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confider  that  all  this,  though  indifpeniibly 
neceffary  to  render  them  worthy  com- 
municants, is  equally  fo  to  prepare  them 
for  death.    And  will  any  man,  fenfible,  as 
he  muft  be  from  every  day-s  experience', 
of  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  fit  down 
qiuetly  under  the  convi6lion  that,  if  called 
upon  at  a  minute's  warning,  to  give  up  his 
accounts,  he  is  totally  unprepared  for  it  ? 
Nor  is  this  one  of  the  lead  of  the  advan- 
tages of.  frequently   communicating  :— « 
namely,  that,  if  we  fet  about  it  as  we 
ought,  our  fouls,  notwithAanding  the  frail- 
ties of  our  nature,   cannot  be  plunged 
deep  in  guilt,  nor  our  confciences  become 
feared ;  as  may,  I  fear,  be  but  too  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  with  thofe  who  negleft 
to  call  themfelves  often  to  accounts,    I 
Wa  folly  convinced,  that  no  perfon,  who 
went,  with  honeft  intentions,  to  the  Lord's 
'upper,  ever,  returned   from   it  without 
^ng  both  better  and  happier. 

The  Paffover,  which  was  ordained  by 
God  to  preferve  in  the  minds  of  the  Jews 
^  lailing  and  grateful  impreflion  of  his 
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great  mercy  in  delivering  them  from  the 
Egyptian  bondage,  was   ordered  to  be 
kept  with  fuch  ftriftnefs,  that,  if  any  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael   prefinned  to  tafie 
leavened  bread  for  feven  days,  he  was  to 
be  put  to  death  ;  (the  Egyptiam  having 
thruft  them  out  before  their  dough  ivas 
leavened).    How  infinitely  fuperior  is  the 
mercy  we  commemorate  at  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble!   -Let  us,  therefore,   obferve  equal 
ftri6lnefs  fo  to  prepare  ourfelves,  thai  wc 
may  not  be  rejefled  for  prefuming  to  ap« 
pear  there  without  a  proper  frame  of 
inind  to  render  the  holy  myfterfts  eflBca* 
cious  to  our  fouls.     We  are  conftaneiy 
reminded  of  our  duty,  as  often  as  we  at« 
tend  the  public  worfhip  of  God:  the 
fault,  therefore,  muft  be  in  ourfelves,  if  n« 
are  not  acceptable  guefts.     St.  Paul  has 
inftrufted  us  how  neceflary  felf-examina- 
tion  is,  upon  this  folemn  occafion.    When 
we  contemplate  the  vaft,  nay,  infinite  dif- 
fance  between  God  our  Saviour  and  our- 
felves, how  ought  we  to  be  humbled,  and 
to  fearch  into  our  hearts,  that  we  "may  pu- 

rify 
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diem  before  we  appear  as  bis  giiefta« 
here,   I  am   afraid,  the  very  beft 
ngft  us  will  find  but  tooinuch  reaion 
1  oiir  teais  flow  for  the  moiny  impen 
GNis  of  our  beft  perfortkianoes^ 
UK  Saviour  tells  us :   ^'  Aik^  and  ye 
lU  have;  feek^  and  ye  fluill  find." 
^  again :  ^  Whatlbever  ye  fliaii  aik 
fe  Eather^  in  my  nan^,  ke  will  give  it 
mJ*     Let  us  therefore  confidcr,  be* 
we  go  to  the  Lord's  table,  what  fpiri'^ 
gifts  we  ftand  moft  in  need  of;  and 
e,  with  all  humility,  lay  ciaim  to  this 
Saviour's  moft  gracious  piomtie.     For 
ince :  if  we  are  inclined  to  be  thought- 
and  inattentive  to  our  religious  duties, 
inereafe  of  piety  and  fteadin^  are  the 
lies  we  moft  want  and  ftiould  pray  for ; 
e  are  addided  to  pride  and  paffion, 
which  St.  James  fays,  "  If  any  man 
nong  you  feem  to  be  religious  and 
ridleth  not  his  tongue,  butdeceiveth  his 
^n  heart,  that  man's  religion  is  vain,").. 
I  humility   and    meeknefs  are    what 
fliould  aik  for.     In  like  manner,  we 
Qqq  ftiould 
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(hould  examine  ourfelves  refpejEiiDg  every 
Chf iftian  virtue ;  for  as  the  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit,  fo  is  the  true  Chriftiad  by  tbe 
command  and  fubjeflion  to  which  he  has 
reduced  all  thofe  vicious  paffiom,  which 
are  fo  pernicious  both  to  their  poOeffor 
and  to  fociety.  As  the  grace  of  God  is 
offered  to  all,  without  money  and  without 
price,  the  poor  are  fure  to  find  as  kind 
a  reception  as  the  rich :  for  though  at 
temporal  feafls  they  would  find  little  or 
no  attention,  they  are,  at  their  Lord's  table, 
upon  a  footing  with  the  greateft  princes : 
God  is  no  refpefter  of  perfon,  or  outward 
appearances,  but  thofe  only  who  honor 
him  will  he  honor. 

Having  endeavored  to  explain  the  na« 
ture  of  this  holy  facrament,  the  means  of 
preparing  ourfelves  to  receive  it  worthily, 
and  the  benefits  we  may  expeft  to  derive 
from  it,  I  cannot  quit  the  fubjeft  without 
adding  a  few  words  as  to  our  behaviour 
afterwards. 

Let  us  not  fuppofe,  at  the  conclufion 
of  this  feaft,  that  our  work  is  over  and 

our 
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our  triumph  complete,  and  that  we  may 
return  to  a  ftate  of  careleflhefs  and  indif- 
ference, till   the  next  communion:   the 
Chriftian  religion  is  a  ftate  of  warfare, 
againft  the  (inful  lufts  of  the  flefti,  and 
nquires  ourconftant  vigilance  to  prevent 
their  gaining  ground  upon  us.     We  muft 
watch  and  pray,  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  prefent  ourfelves  at  every  fucceeding 
Ifunrament,  better  prepared  than  at  the 
former ;  addrefling  ourfelves  to  the  throne 
of  grace,    in    the   words   of  Solomon, 
(L  Kings,  chap.  viii.  ver.  58.) :  "  That  he 
••  may  incline  our  hearts  unto  him,  to 
*•  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his 
**  commandments,  and  his  ftatutes,  and 
**  his  judgments,  which  he  commanded 
**  our  fathers/' 

We  muft,  as  Mofes  did,  bring  the  tables 
of  the  teftimony  in  our  hands ;  that  is, 
^^  muft  conftantly  confefs  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  our  Lord  and  Saviour ;  and  this 
'^^uft  always  be  done  to  the  honor  and 
g^ory  of  God,  the  Father ;  as  his  loving 
*Uidnefs  to  mankind  was  the  original 
Qqcj  2  fpring 
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fpring  of  man's  redemption  :  it  vas  ht 
that  gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  and  de* 
livered  him  up  to  death,  for  us  all,  reco^ 
ciling  the  world  to  hirafelf  in  Chrift. 

Glory,  therefore,  eternal  glory,  beuntsoi 
God  in  the  higheft!  becamfe,  in  Chnft, 
there  is  on.  earth  peace  and  goodUivfll  to- 
wards men.  We  can  never  be  fiiflBcieittljf 
thankful  for  this  ineftimaUe  gift  of  ooriv- 
dempiion ;  as  tliat  is  the  fbimdatioB  aad 
fore-runner  of  every  other  gift.  Letthiskoly 
joy  fpeak  encouragement  to  our  tonHk  to 
proceed  in  our  Chriftian  pfofefiien^  wA 
iteady  and  conftant  piety,  that  we  mmf 
faithful>y  keep  thofe  folemn  vows  w^h 
we  have  made  at  God's  altar.  Let  us  fo 
employ  our  precious  time,  as  to  nnle 
each  approach  to  our  Lord's  tabk  the 
fource  of  increafed  delight ;  and  then  we 
may  be  aflured  that,  at  each  repetition, 
we  (hall  be  more  welcome  guefis;  and, 
fhould  we  be  called  hence  without  wara^ 
ing,  we  may  with  reafonable  hopes  expcft 
to  enter  into  our  Lortf^  prefence  wiA 
joy- 
May 
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May  God,  of  his  infinite  mere 
our  hearts  with  fuch  a  lively  fe 
love  to  us  in  the  inftitution  of 
ordinance,  and  of  the  ineftimal: 
tages  vre  nay  derive  from  it,  ths 
neither  flight  or  neglefl  it,  under 
and  abfurd  pretences  on  the  ( 
nor,  on  the  other,  be  guilty  of 
fumption  of  approaching  it  ui 
and  without  due  preparation  ! 
pardon  all  our  paft  tranfgrelfic 
name,  aack  give  ns  grace  to  n 
loA  tnie,  by  frec^cmtiy  and  wo 
taking  of  it  for  the  future ;  gran 
for  die  £ike  of  his  dear  Son,  Je 
thai  we  may  conllsmtly  vcceive 
hoiy  facrament  tbofe  comforts 
ings  which  he  has  promifed  t< 
nhft  leceive  h  wonfadly  t    Ame 
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CHAPTER  THE  EIGHTEENTH, 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  XIV. 

•M.  T  ET  not  your  heart  be  troubled: 
•*  JLj  ye  believe  in  God^  believe  alfo 
**  in  me. 

"  2.  In  my  Father's  hou(e  axe  many 
**  manfions :  if  it  were  not  fb,  I  would 
"  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place 
"  for  you. 

"  3.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
"  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
"  you  unto  myfelf ;  that  where  I  am, 
"  there  ye  may  be  alfo. 

"  4.  And  whither  I  go  ye  know,  and 
"  the  way  ye  know." 

Having 
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Having  now  but  little  time  to 
On  earthy  our  blefled  Lord  emplc 
felt  in  preparing  his  difciples  for 
lancholy  event  of  which  they  were 
to  be  witneffes ;  calling  upon  tl 
that  faith  they  profeffed  in  God,  to 
alfo  implichly  in  him  and  the  | 
promifes  he  had  made  them,  whic 
teach  them  to  fubmit  with  humi] 
Irefignation  to  all  God's  difpenfati^ 

For  this  purpofe,  he  urges  ever) 
which  might  be  likely  to  confole 
able  them  to  bear  his  lofs  with  p 
points  out  to  them,  that  he  was  n* 
to  defert  them,  but  was  merely  g. 
fore  to  prepare  a  place  for  then 
father's  houfe,  and  would  come  a^ 
take  them  with  him  to  thofe  blifsf 
fions,  where  they  were  to  refide  m 
to  all  eternity.  In  his  Father's  h< 
tells  them,  were  *  many  manfic 
was  going  to  prepare  for  them 
were  beft  calculated  to  promo 
happinefs;  and  not  for  them  al 
for  all  his   faithful   difciples.      i 
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fays,  (I.  Corinth,  chap.  xv.  ven  41.42.): 
*^  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fiin,  anoiber 
^  glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  i& 
^^  the  ftars ;    for  one  ftar  diiefech  fiom 
*'  another  ftar  in  glory.     So  aUb  k  the 
^'  refurre&ion  of  the  dead."     From  this 
dod^rine,  I  conceive,  we  are  to  underftand 
that,  at  die  refurreflion,  we  (hall  be  pboed 
in  fuch  di&rent  fituations  and  degrees  of 
happine(s,or  mercy,  as  by  our  coadiidaod 
attainments  we  have  merited,  or  Knfered 
ourfelves  capable  of:  and  this  feems  pcr- 
{edly  confident  both  with  the  goo^idi 
and  juftice  of  God.     Let  me  not  be  on* 
derftood,  in  making  ufe  of  the  word  isent, 
to  infinuate  that  our  aflions  can  in  tfaepi- 
(elves  be  at  all  meritorious  :  but  our  gra* 
cious  God  has  promifed,   to  our  honeft 
endeavors,  to  add  the  merits  of  our  bleflbd 
Saviour ;  by  which  means  they  >rill  be« 
come  acceptable  in  his  (ight.    In  this  fenfei 
therefore,  and  this  alone,  I  defire  to  be 
underftood,  when  I  fpeak  of  human  meriL* 
The  Almighty  intended  all  his  creatuici 
for  the  enjoyment  of  happineis ;  and,  hav*' 

ing 
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r  formed  them  alter  his  own  image,  th^ 
ppinefs  prepared  for  them  mufi  confift 
pure  and  fpiritual  enjoyments.  He 
itod  them  cm  this  eajth,  not  merely  to 
lie  trial  of  their  obedience  to  his  laws, 
t  that  they  might  have  an  opportunitjr 
attaining  diofe  virtues  and  graces  with- 
it  which  they  would  be  incapable  of  cll^ 
yia^  the  felicity  prepared  for  them  :  ac-- 
rdingly,  the  degree  of  happinefs  they 
tto  receive  in  a  future  ftate  muft,  inevi* 
bly,  depend  on  the  degree  of  perfedioa 
bich  they  have  attained  in  this;  and 
cir  mifery,  if  they  have  preferred  the 
rvice  of  fin  and  Satan,  muft  be  regulated 
like  manner.  This  dodrine  feems,  to 
e,  equally  conformable  to  reafon  and  to 
velation.  If  we  fuppofe  the  joys  of  Hea^ 
Q  to  be  of  a  pure  and  fpiritual  nature^ 
e  vicious  man  would  find  a  hell  even  in 
eaven  itfelf.  Can  he,  for  inftance,  whofc 
b  has  been  fpent  in  oaths  and  curfes, 
d  happinefs  in  the  praifes  of  that 
iig  whom  he  has  made  the  objeft  of 
J  blafphemies?  or  the  man  who  has 
Rrr  facnficed 
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facrificed  every  confideration  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  malice  and  revenge,  enjoy 
thai  perfeft  love  and  charity  which  reigns 
in  Heaven  and  muft  embrace  the  whole 
univerfe  ?  Further  examples  are  unne- 
ceffary:  thefe  are,  furely,  fuffident  to 
(hew  that  the  mind  addi6ked  to  vice  can- 
not enjoy  the  rewards  of  virtue :  whai^ 
then,  becomes  of  the  dodrine  of  a  death- 
bed repentance  ;  in  the  confidence  of 
which  fo  many  people  find  comfort^  and 
are  encouraged  to  perfevere  in  their  vi- 
cious courfes  ?  Far  be  it  from  me  to  atr 
tempt  to  fet  bounds  to  the  mercy  of  God, 
who  has  promifed  pardon  to  all  that  (faaU 
truly  repent ;  but  fince,  if  my  reafoning  is 
juft,  little  lefs  than  a  miracle  would  be 
fufficient  to  render  the  habitual  finncr 
capable  of  the  joys  of  Heaven,  by  chang- 
ing his  corrupt  into  fpiritual  affedions,  to 
truft  to  a  death-bed  repentance  is,  furdy, 
too  dangerous  an  experiment. 

In  the  firft  place,  who  can  tell  that  he 
(hall  not  be  called  on  fuddenly  to  ffvt  up 
his  accounts,  whilft  indulging  in  the  mofl 

vicious 
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facrificed  every  coniderai: 

dulgenct  of  malice  ml  w 
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in  Heaven  and  rauil  aiiliB.'"  [ 
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,^aly  repent;  but  fi«c.M: 

a/7narl>eea«efl 
:  account,  ^^i'^Jft'"' 
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•ftcious  courfes  ?  What  then  bec( 
intended  repentance?  Weknovi 
u  none  in  the  grave.  But  let  us  fu] 
after  a  lingering  ficknefs,  he  is 
he  is  on  the  bed  of  death,  and  th 
fliortly  be  called  into  the  prefe 
Judge:  is  this  a  time,  when  h 
lacked  with  pain,  and  his  mind 
and  diftra£ted  with  juft  terror: 
upon  b  important  a  work  as  tha 
a  view  of  the  whole  of  his  pa 
forming  refolutions  of  amendmc 
what  aflifiance  can  he  expe£l 
from  that  offended  Being,  to 
vhole  condud  has  been  a  conft: 
Sorrowforfincannotbedeemedr 
except  attended  by  a  determin* 
of  amendment :  and  his  fuppol 
*jce  is,  probably,  nothing  moi 
diead  of  punifliment,  which 
tlurown  afide  the  moment  he 
cover.  But  I  will  fuppofe  hii 
how  can  he,  who  has  given  up 
*nd  health  to  the  fervice  of  ( 
when  on  the  brink  of  the  grave 
Brr  2 
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fin  no  longer,  the  aid  of  God's  grace  to 
new-model  his  heart,  or  fuppofe  that 
the  offer  of  his  miferable,  emaciated  Vx>dy 
and  corrupted  affe6lions  will  be  accepted 
by  him  ?  I  repeat^  that  though  God  ii 
all-merciful,  and,  feeing  ihto  the  ionxJ 
itceffes  of  the  heart,  may  difcovertnie 
repentance,  and  accept  it,  yet  the  fiaLe  k 
too  imponant  to  put  to  fuch  a  kasaid. 

The  two  parts  of  Scripture  geoeially 
brought  in  fupport  of  the  efficacy  of  i 
death-bed  repentance  are,  the  parable  of 
the  laborers  working  in  the  vineyard^ aad 
the  promife  given  by  our  Lord  to  the  re- 
pentant thief  on  the  crofs.  The  firft  ap 
pears,  to  me,  totally  inapplicable  to  th^ 
fubjeft,  and  to  allude  rather  to  the  calling 
in  of  the  Gentiles,  who,  upon  their  ad- 
niiffion  to  Chriftianity,  were  confidered  ia 
the  fame  light  as  the  Jews :  thefe  latter 
murmured  greatly  at  it,  and  claimed  a 
decided  fuperiority  over  the  Gentiles; 
which  the  apoftle  pofitively  denied  to 
them.  It  could  not  have  alluded  to  the 
day  of  judgment ;  fince  feme  of  the  la- 

boren 
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tbms  are  reprefentedas  nlurmuring  againft 
their  Lord^  for  the  inadequate  reward  aU 
lotted  to  their  fervices,  and  complaining 
that  others,  who  had  not  deferved  fo 
ttucb^  were  put  upon  a  footing  with  them- 
fdve%.  How  different  muftwe  fuppofe 
Ae  feelings  of  the  happy  fouls  who  are 
admitted  into  th<^e  manfions  of  blif$ ; 
irfaet^  even  the  leaft  of  the  joys  prepared 
brthe  r^hteous,  are  fuch  as  no  eye  hath 
fafii)  no  ear  hath  heard,  neither  can  it  en- 
»  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive. 
they  will  be  fo  far  from  wiftiing  to  alter 
hat  own  fituation,  or  from  murmuring 
tt  the  lot  of  others,  that  the  felicity  of  all 
ittmnd  them  will  greatly  heighten  their 
wwi. 

With  refpeft  to  the  thief  on  the  crofs; 
tn  imift  confider  that,  during  the  period 
ic  had  lain  in  prifon  previous  to  his  exe- 
cution, he  had  had  time  to  repent  of  his 
paft  wicked  life,  and  had,  probably,  heard 
Difthe  fame  of  Jefus  and  become  a  convert 
to  his  doflrine ;  but  whether  this  were 
liie  'cafe  or  not,  how  great  muft  have  been 

his 
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his  faith,  who,  feeing  our  Lord  infukcd, 
reviled,  and  at  laft  brought  to  the  &mc 
Ignominious  death  with    himfelf,   coqU, 
under  fuch  circumftances    (and  even  at 
the  time  when  his  own   chofen  difciples 
had  forfaken  him  and  fled)  acknowledge 
him  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour  of  the 
world !     Such  a  faith  mu(l  have  included 
in  it  a  (leady  and  unalterable  purpofe  of 
amendment  of  life,  had  the  opportunity 
offered ;  and,  as  fuch,  was  accepted  by 
his  Saviour. 

Since  this  is  the  only  folitary  inftancc 
they  can  bring  in  fupport  of  their  hopes» 
and  this  affords  fuch  flrong  proofs  of  the 
fincerity  of  the  pardoned  finner's  repent- 
ance and  fteady  faith,  let  us  not  truft  our 
eternal  falvation  upon  fuch  flender  grounds, 
but  endeavor  fo  to  live,  and  fo  conftandy 
to  look  into  the  flate  of  our  fouls,  that, 
fhould  we  be  called  on  fuddenly,  we  may 
not  be  found  unprepared ;  but,  having 
our  lamps  trimm.ed,  may  enter  in  with 
the  Bridegroom,  ^ 

Our 
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hb/aiti,  wlio,  feeing  mli 

TevHed,  aod  at  la(i  bp 

wnominious  death  i*iii  1* 

under  fuch  circumkcs^ 

the  time  when  his  okd  t*^ 

AadforfakenhimatiJflf^-i' 

hunastheSonofGo(iiBi» 

vorld!   Suchafaltlii^"i»^ 
iniiafleadyandiinali* 

oife/ecf;aijd,  asW,""" 

Ais  Saviour. 

Since  this  is  the  cnljfe-" 
ihev  can  bring  in  %f^* 

.„d  this  affords  W^'J^jr 

Bridegroom, 
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OurblcITed  Lord,  in  the  above 
takes  the  fame  method  of  comfoi 
difciples,  as  would  be  ufed  by  a 
parent  about  to  quit  his  childre 
time :  encouraging  them  by  affura 
mod  likely  to  fatisfy  them  at  his  j 
He  points  out  to  them,  that  their 
and  intereft  requires  that  he  fhou] 
Acm,  to  prepare  better  habitati 
them ;  and  that  he  would  return  a 
them  with  him,  never  again  to 
parated.  Shall,  then,  thofe  wl: 
fuch  glorious  profpefts  to  look  fon 
murmur  and  be  difcontented  at  th 
fcnt  fituation ;  becaufe,  in  their  pa 
tbc  eternal  habitations  promifed  th( 
meet  with  fome  temporary  troub 
inconveniences  ?  Ought  they  not 
to  be  grateful  to  their  heavenly 
that  they  can  be  but  of  (hort  di 
•nd  truft,  in  full  confidence,  to  his 
that  they  are  neceflary ;  or  God, 
%hts  in  the  happinefs  of  all  his  ci 
would  not  have  impofed  them 
And  (hall  man,  weak  man,  who  : 
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quently  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  the  adiom 
of  his  fellow-mortalsy  prefume  to  judge  of 
the  ways  of  God  ;  to  whofe  councils  be  is 
not  admitted,  and  whofe  wife  di/pcnlatiom 
muft  be  fo  much  above  his  linuted  com* 
prehenfion  ?  As  well  might  the  city  fay 
to  the  potter,  Why  hafl  thou  Safkioned 
me  thus  ? 

Let  us,  therefore,  in  pcrfeft  affunnoe 
that  the  way  pointed  out  to  us  by  Infinitt 
Wifdom  is  the  only  fafe  and  certain  road 
to  happinefs,  perfevcre  in  it  to  the  end,  in 
fpite  of  any  obftacles  we  may  cncoaitter  is 
the  courfe  of  it. 

Our  Lord  having  added,  that  they  knew 
whither  he  was  goings  and  the  way ; 

**  5.  Thomas  faith  unto  him,  Lofd, « 
"  know  not  whither  thou  goefl ;  and  hot 
"  can  we  know  the  way  ? 

*'  6.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the 
"way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life:  dp 
•'  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
"  me." 

From 
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queoti)' at  a  lots  to  daiaci 
(/tefcliow-raonalj.pitb:: 

tljcwayiofGod;toi(Wi, 
not  admitted,  andvliflfe'i' I 

jgeba£oa?  As  well  Bip^ 
tt  the  potter.  Why  Mi^. 

mcthus?  I 

L«us,thercfort,i>ir| 

that  the  way  pointed  f;] 

^r,r(fornB  the  only  &fe«i^ 

^happinef5,perfevcrei'»^' 
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OarLordhavmgadi^J^ 

thither  he  was  Hy*^ 
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From  comparing  the  above  dei 
of  our  blelS^d  Lord,  that  he  is  *  t 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life,'  with 
pafTage  io  the  Gofpel  by  St.  ^ 
diapter  vii.  verfes  13.  14.  ("Ente] 
"  the  ftrait  gate  :  for  wide  is  the  ^ 
** 'broad  is  the  way  that  leadetl 
•*  fimdion,  and  many  there  be  \ 
"  inthereat :  becaufe  ftrait  is  the  j 
**  narrow  is  the  way,  which  lead 
"life,  and  few  there  be  that  f 
mt  Ihall,  I  think,  be  able  to  difc 
true  meaning  of  the  latter  pafH 
which,  according  to  my  idea,  \ 
greatly  mifconftrued,  in  fuppofin^ 
claration  that  the  greateft  part 
Idnd  (hould  perifti,  notwithftan 
DKans  of  falvation  fo  dearly  pure! 
them  by  the  fufferings  and  death 
Chrift.  To  underftand  many 
Scripture,  it  is  peceflary  to  app 
context :  now  it  appears  to  nr 
confidering  the  two  paflages  wi 
ference  to  each  other,  that  *  the  j 
*thc  way'  are  intended  to  defc 
Sss 
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Chriftian  religion ;  which  might,  during  the 
life-time  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  be  very  pro- 
perly called  *  ftrait*  and  *  narrow ;'  as  the 
knowledge  of  it  was  then  confined  to  a 
fmall  corner  of  the  earth,  and  it  labored 
under  the  great  difadvantages  of  oppofing 
the  darling  paflions  of  mankind,  and  r^ 
quiring  of  its  converts  to  give  up  all  die 
pleafures  and  interefts  of  this  life,  for  i 
new  fyftem ;  the  author  and  teachers  of 
which  appeared  in  fo  poor  and  mean  i 
fituation,  that  many  who  could  not  vtdi- 
hold  their  belief  were  yet  afhamed  to 
confefs  it  and  to  facrifice  all  their  boafled 
learning  and  philofophy  at  the  crofs  of  a 
crucified  Saviour,  and  to  fubmit  to  be 
taught  by  ignorant  fifhermen  and  mecha- 
nics. I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by 
the  next  verfe  of  the  fame  chapter  of  St 
Matthew :  **  Beware  of  falfe  prophets, 
"  which  come  to  you  in  fheep  s  clothing; 
"  but  inwardly  they  are  ravening  wolves." 
They  taught  the  broad  way  that  leadeth 
to  deftruftion,  in  oppofition  to  the  nar- 
row and  flrait  way  of  the  Goipel ;  which 

was 
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.  was  to  take  up  our  crofs,  and  to  f 

CAJ/anff/igion;  M^^  Lord.    But,  after  his  death,  wh 

lire-time  of  our  blelfol  Wi|  ^^^  ^f  ^^  jj^l^  q^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

pfrlv  called  'ftrait'  andt^f  ^^^^y^j  ^^  ^^jj^^j.^  ^j^^j^.  ^^^^^^ 

knowledge  ot  it  va$  un'T  jj^^j^  j^^  thgij-own  languages  and 

foail  comer  of  the  earJi,^  themfelves  into  the  different  pa: 

under  the  great  difadvanH  world  for  that  purpofe,  the  Gof] 

the  darling  paffions  of  m\  y^  incredible  fwiftnefs ;  the  ga 

ouiringof  its  w"^'*"^"'^!  way  were  widened,  and  made  i 

Icafures  and  interefcof"!  ofaccefs  to  all  who  accepted 

^     fy/lem ;  the  aothor  df  ,nd  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  Hi 

..  t 'appeared  info  pi"'''!  intended  as  a  lading  reproach 

Ctoition,  that  many  wlwt^^  die  pride  and  glory  of  all  ranks 


I J  their  belief  wcr<:,«'''^  from  the  peafant  to  the  fdvereig 

f  f  t  and  to  kr&«  ^^.  Let  us  not  fuppofe,  however, 

*^^"         «^  nhiloMv>"^'1  «a"fe  the  way  is  made  eafier, 

learning  and  P''°'j,t  .                  X 


-         ,  (J  ,,(,ur  and '"  ""^J  therefore  be  carelefs  and  remi 

^        }    Vnorantfifl^"*""^'^  paffage  through  it;  for  if  we  i 

taught  by  ^S^^^^^  jj  tliitf^  fulfil  the  conditions  required  of 

jiics.    ^      f  jjfthefemf'''^"  ^C  are  by  baptifm  admitted  ii 

the  next  ^^^^^^^  jf  tf  ^  tianity,  by  a  fmcere  and  hearty  r 

j^atthew^  •■             jjjKtfit  where  we  have  done  amifs  ;  a  r 

t'  ^'hich  foine        j^0(^^,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  o 

*' but  in'^ard y       j^,yiS<|  we  have  committed;  an  amen 

Tbeyt^'^S^^   .    nooli"<«''"''  ^^^»  *"<^  *  conftant  dependai 

,Je/?rurf'^"''"'Lrf1  Sss2 
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God's  grace  (which  we  are  commanded 
to  apply  for  through  the  merits  and  me- 
diation of  Jefus  Chrift),  it  will  be  of  M 
advantage  to  us  that  the  way  to  ece/nal 
life  has  been  rendered  more  eafy  of  acce6. 

"  7.  If  ye  had  known  me,  ye  {hoold 
*•  have  known  my  Father  alfo :  and  from 
"  henceforth  ye  know  him,  and  have  feci 
*•  him. 

"  8.  Philip  faith  unto  him.  Lord,  fliew 
•'  us  the  Father,  and  it  fufficeth  us. 

*'  9.  Jefus  faith  unto  him.  Have  I  beci 
'*  fo  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  haft  thoa 
'•  not  known  me,  Philip  ?  he  thatJiath 
*'  feen  me  hath  feen  the  Father ;  and  hour 
"fayeft  thou  then,  Shew  us  the  Father? 

"  10.  Believeft  thou  not  that  I  am  in 
"  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me?  die 
"  words  that  I  fpeak  unto  you,  I  Ipeak 
"not  of  myfelf:  but  the  Father,  that 
"  dwelleth  in  me,  he  doeth  the  worfcs. 

"11.  Believe  me  that  I  am  in  the  Fa- 
"  tlier,  and  the  Father  in  me :  or  elfe  he- 
"  lieve  me  for  the  very  works'  fake/' 

From 
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From  the  above  paffage  it  is  pi 
the  difcipfes  ftill  mifunderftood  ou 
Lord,  and,  taking  his  words  in 
ienfe,  fuppofed  that  he  was  merely 
journey  to  fome  part  of  the  co 
which  they  were  ftrangers.    Jefus 
fore,  to  undeceive  them,  points 
fpiritual  fenfe  of  what  he  had  faid 
Ijr,  That  he  was  the  way,  the  tri 
the  life :  that  is,  that  a  firm  beliel 
and  obfervance  of  his  doftrines, 
true  and  only  way  of  acquiring  fc 
fclvcs  the  happinefs  he  offered  th 
of  gaining  admittance  into  the 
of  his  Father,  where  there  is  joy  1 
flwre.    He  adds.  If  they  had  kno 
they  would  have  known  the  Fatt 
that  is,  if  they  had  fuffered  his 
and  inftruftions  to  fink  deep  ir 
n^inds,   they  would   by  this  tin 
known  the  nature  of  God  the 
Miilip,  who  could  not  yet   ele 
niind  to  the  fpiritual  fenfe  of  ou 
words,  requefts  that   they   m^y 
Father,  perfonally  :  —  a  ftrange 
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from  one  who,  having  fo  long  benefited 
by  the  converfation  of  Jefus,  muft  tavc 
known  that  the  Almighty  had  expidsly 
declared  to  Mofes,  (Exodus,  chap.  xxxm. 
ver.  20.)  **  Thou  canft  not  fee  my  face : 
**  for  there  ftiall  no  man  fee  me  and  live.** 

In  the  reply  of  our  Saviour,  we  cannot 
but  admire  his  unwearied  patience  and 
perfeverance   to  enlighten  the   dull  and 
flow  apprehenfions  of  his  difciples.    This 
Chould  ferve  as  a  leflbn  to  all  who  under- 
take the  vrork  of  inftrufting  the  ignorant, 
that  they  ftiould  not  be  diftieartened,  muck 
lefs  rendered  impatient  by  the  ftupidity 
of  their  pupils ;  but,  with  that  meeknefe 
and   gentlenefs   fo   confpicuous    in  their 
great  Mafter,  fhould  perfevere  till  they 
have  cffefted  their  point.      How  amply 
fuch  care  and  trouble  will  be  rewarded 
we  may    learn  from   Scripture  :    this  is 
one  of  the  ways  by  which  we  may  lay  up 
treafure  for  ourfelves  which    fadeth  not 
awav. 

At  Philip  s  requeft  that  they  might  fee 
the  Father,  our  Lord  expreffes  his  fur* 

prize; 
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from  one  who,  having  b^ 
bjtbeconverfatkfflofjte? 
inown  that  the  AlinigiwK 
declared  to  Mofe$,fEx*^ 
vcr.  2aj"ThoucallMl• 
«forthereflIaJJno^lallfe^ 
In  the  reply  of  our  Saviw; 

but  admire  hbunwcandjft 

pcrfeverancctoenligliifl^ 

flowapprehcnfioosoftei 

ftouiArveasa*ja3« 

t^^fter,ihouWP^^: 

.   rare  and  wWetT". 
'     !  Jeam  from  Scnp»«' 


prize ;  fince,  in  his  fpiritual  natui 
had  often  before  told  them,  and 
peated  J  He  and  his  Father  were 
was  in  the  Father,  and  the  Fathe: 
The  precepts  and  doftrines  w 
taught  them,  proceeded  not  from 
alone,  but  equally  from  the  Fatl 
dwelt  in  him:  they,  therefore,  ^ 
been  fo  long  with  him,  had  f 
known  the  Father,  as  far  as  in  th 
tal  ftate  they  could  fee  and  knc 
But  as  our  Lord  never  wiQied  tc 
a  blind  obedience  on  any  one, 
appeals  to  thofe  miracles,  which  : 
God  could  perform,  for  the  trut 
doftrines  he  taught  them. 

"  12,  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto 
**  that  believeth  on  me,  the  worl 
"  do  (hall  he  do  alfo ;  and  great 
*'  than  thefe  ftiall  he  do,  becai 
"  unto  my  Father. 

"  13.  And  whatfoever  ye  flial 
^  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  tl 
**  may  be  glorified  in  tlie  Son. 


I 


1 
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*'  14.  If  ye  (hall  alk  any  thing  inmy 
"  name,  I  will  do  it.** 

The  promife  here  given,  as  far  as  it  it- 
lates  to  the  performance  of  miracles  throT 
faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  mufi;  be  confidered  as 
confined,  to  the  apoftles :  not  fo  the  other 
part  of  it :  this  extends  to  every  Chriftian: 
and  (hall  we  negled  to  take  advantage  of 
fo  glorious  and  confolatory  a  priinlege? 
We  have  only  to  a(k  and  receive.  How 
eafy  are  the  terms  !  how  great  the  bleflmg! 

The  expreflTion  made  ufe  of  by  our 
Saviour,  '  And  greater  works  than  thcfc 
Ihall  he  do/  feems  to  allude  to  the  coo- 
verfion  of  the  Gentile  world  ;  a  work 
which,  from  the  infinite  benefit  it  conferred 
on  fo  great  a  portion  of  mankind,  was 
certainly  ftill  greater  than  the  giving  fight 
to  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame,  or  even 
raifing  of  the  dead  to  life :  this  honor 
Chrift  left  to  his  difciples. 

"  15.   If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  com- 
mandments : 

16.  And 


1 
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^  16.  And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and 
^  he  fhall  give  you  another  Comforter, 
^  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever ; 

"  17.  Even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  whom 
•^the  world  cannot  receive,  becaul'e  it 
•*  feeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him : 
^  but  ye  know  him  ;  for  he  dwelleth  with 
*  you,  and  fhall  be  in  you^ 

•*  18.  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs  ; 
"  I  will  come  to  you. 

•*  19.  Yet  a  little  while,  and  the  world 
"  fceth  me  no  more ;  but  ye  fee  me :  be- 
'*  caufe  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo. 

*'  20.  At  that  day  ye  fhall  know  that  I 
'*  am  in  my  Father,  and  you  in  me,  and  I 
*'  in  you. 

"21.  He  that  hath  my  commandments, 
'*  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth 
"  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  me  fhall  be 
"  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him, 
'*  and  will  manifefl  myfelf  to  him." 

We,  as  well  as  the  apoftles  to  whom 

this  difcourfe  was  addreffed,  have  here 

pointed  out  to  us  a  tefl  of  our  love  to  our 

Ttt  bleffed 
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bleffed  Lord  ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  more 
natural.  Do  we  not  always  drive  to  aft 
according  to  what  we  know  to  be  t!hc 
wifti  of  thofe  we  love  ?  Is  it  poflible  that 
any  more  eafy  terms  could  have  been  of- 
fered to  us?  Well  might  our  Saviour 
fay,  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  if 
light.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  confider 
what  it  is  that  is  required  of  us  :  nothing 
more  than  to  *  love  him'  to  whom  wc  are 
indebted  for  every  hope  of  happinefs,an(l 
who  purchafed  this  bleffing  for  us  at  the 
price  of  his  own  blood;  for  if  we  love 
him,  we  (hall  do  as  he  would  have  us. 

It  was  not  by  unavailing  forrow  that 
the  apoftles  were  to  (hew  their  love  for 
their  Matter,  and  concern  at  his  depar- 
ture ;  but  by  keeping  his  commandmaits: 
and  for  their  encouragement  he  promifed 
them  the  afliftance  of  the  holy  Spirit,  to 
abide  with  them  for  ever.  And  thefe  gra- 
cious promifes  we  may  all  apply,  under 
certain  limitations,  to  ourfelves ;  more 
particularly  when  we  have  fevere  trials  to 
ftruggle  with ;  but  we  (hould  remember, 

that 


so8  wiunmmf:  our  blessed  savioui 

bMedLord;  norcaDwlj  t^atthis  'Spirit  of  truth'  abides 

ramal.  DowemM^  godly  only.    Happy  are  thofe  v 

ccording  to  whatwbj  ftandy  entertain  fuch  a  friend 

ifli  of  thofe  we  love?  Isi^  eauuous  ought  we  to  be,  not  to 

\y  more  eafy  terms  conliii'i'  the  divine  gueft  to  leave   us  ; 

tt/  ft)  us?   Well  mijitil  gnmd  enemy,  who  never  lofes  ar 

,  My  yoke  is  eafy,  dB^  tunity,  fliould  enter  in  and  mak 

lit.    Let  us,  for  a  mow^  times  worfe  than  before. 

It  it  is  that  is  requirai()f»4  The  difciples,  according  to  the 

rcthanto 'loveliini'io«'''f  here  given,  had  the  comfort  an< 

if«/ /or  every hopcrfiapf  nefs  of  feeing  our  Lord  many  tir 

nurcbfed  this  i)le%fe'k  ^^  refurreftion,  although  the  blej 

o{  his  om  h\ooi-M^-  "ot  granted,  to  the  world  in  gen 

vc  fliali  do  as  kvo^^  ^^^^  mere  profeffions  which  wi) 

fas  not  by  unavailing  ^  ^^  to  the  favor  of  God,  or  to  bt 

^aies  were  to  kv^'^  ^V  our  Mafter,  at  the  laft  day :  « 

ifafter,  and  mmi^^i  ^^^  be  adive,  and  manifefted  b; 

mtbykeepittS^(^,  ^^'^ntious  difcharge   of  all  thof 

theirencoungenwif^  which,  in  our  refpeaive  flations 


eafliftance  of  tkMf^      quired  of  us. 


th  the/n forever.  A^*| 

^miksnm^f 
Imitatm  to  0"**' 


"  22.  Judas  faith  unto  him,  (: 
"  riot,)  Lord,  how  is  it  that  tl 
"  manifeft  thvfelf  unto  us,  and  ] 


(j,»kn«'»'.li'«»l 


610     THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

«<  2^.  Jefus  anfwered  and  fud  untoUmJf 
•'  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  woids: 
•*  and  my  Farther  will  love  him,  and^m 
*'  will  come  unto  him,  and  male  oar 
"  abode  with  him. 

"  24.  He  that  loveth  me  not,keepeth 
*'  not  my  fayings ;  ?ind  the  word  wUch 
"  ye  hear  is  not  mine,  but  the  Fathei^ 
**  which  fent  me. 

"  25.  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  imto 
"  you,  being  yet  prefent  with  yon. 

"  26.  But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the 
•*  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  the  Father  will  fend 
"  in  my  name,  he  Ihall  teach  you  afl 
'•things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your 
"  remembrance,  whatfoever  I  have  faid 
"  unto  you. 

"  27.  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace 
"  I  give  unto  you :  not  as  the  world 
"  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your 
*'  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
"  afraid." 

Our  bleffed  Lord,  who  was  all  padence 
and  benignity,  encouraged  his  difciplcsto 

aik 
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"ifflanloverae.beiib 
"and  my  Fadiervi Imv 
*  irill  come  unto  liim,  ffr 

"24.  Hethatlovetliiiiti? ' 
"not  my  fayings:  aiidtbt' 
«  ye  hear  is  not  mint,  l«i" 
«  which  fent  me. 

"2^.  Thefe  tbiflgjW^ 
"you,  being  yet  prtk^'^ 
"26,  5ut  the  Cbnite* 
Ho/y-rM  "^iofBtkfalf' 
in  mynme,kU^- 
things,  andbnngallik^^ 
remembrance,  whatfevcrl' 

;ntoyou. 

»2.'PeaceJ/««»Tti,'«^ 

1-e  mio  yor.  m^'- 

,n  he  mbH  f^^' 
lid.'' 

lignity.encourc 
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•ik  explanations,  whenever  they 
clearly  :c©n^f ehend  him.  Their  ] 
(aquality  which  always  attends  tri 
would  not  let  them  imagine  any 
diftinftiori  intended  to  them  :  th 
tohave  been  'the  caufe  of  the  quefl 
afked.  Our  Saviour  replies,  Th 
low  and  obedience,  manifefted 
^wuld  enfure  them  the  favor  o 
who,  with  himfelf,  would  make 
with  them :  that  is,  that  the  holy 
Qod  wouldcever  be  prefent  to  thei 
Let  us,  then,  to  whom  the  pi 
equally  made,  fanftify  our  bodies, 
temples  worthy  to  become  the  i 
fuch  heavenly  guefts.  The  apo 
want  of  a  due  attention,  or  righ 
Handing  of  fome  of  our  Saviour's  d  i 
had  fuffered  them  to  flip  out  of  1 
toories ;  but  our  Lord,  who  was 
dulgent  to  the  frailties  of  humat 
promifes  them,  through  the  infl 
the  Holy  Ghoft,a  perfea  recolka 
things  he  had  taught  them,  that  a 
his  might  not  be  loft. 


\ 
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Peace  be  with  you,  or.  Peace  go 
with  you,  was  a  very  common  falutadon 
amongft  the  Jews  ;  as  we  learn  from  many 
parts  of  Scripture.  This  was  often  faid, 
when  nothing  was  further  from  the  wi(h 
of  the  fpeaker.  Such  was  not  the  man- 
ner in  which  our  Lord  s  peace  was  given. 
Thefe  words  from  him  were  of  efficacy 
fufficient  to  remove  both  the  fears  and 
troubles  of  the  apoftles.  We  are  aflured 
that  this  peace,  which  paileth  all  under- 
ftanding,  in  a  particular  manner  attends 
his  faithful  fervants,  at  the  bleifed  facra- 
jnent« 

"  28.  Ye  have  heard  how  I  faid  unto 
**  you,  I  go  away,  and  come  again  unto 
*'  you.  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice, 
•'  becaufe  I  faid,  I.  go  unto  the  Father: 
**  for  my  Father  is  greater  than  1." 

The  moft  convincing  proof  we  can  giic 
of  fmcere  and  difinterefted  affeftion,  is  to 
prefer  the  good  of  another  to  our  ovm 
pleafure  or  gratification :  our  Lord,  thert- 

fore. 


«« 


THEUFEAfflB 
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fore,  tfUs  his  difciples,  That  the) 
to  rejoice  at  his  departure  when  t 
'  flefied  on  the  glory  which  await 
on  his  return  to  his  Father.    Th 
alfo  an  additional  motive  for  joy,  al 
they  did  not  then  deafly  perceive  o 
,it;  it  being  more  for  their  intereft, 
[:«s  honor,  that  he  ftiould  leave  ther 
of  this  bleffed  truth  they  were  fo« 
fufficicnt  to  ^"""^  vinced,  and  greatly  rejoiced  in  k 
tnxiblej  of  *^T    ^  i^^  their  beloved  Matter's  human 
that  this  peace,  whicfi  pj   yf^  exalted  to  the  regions  of  imm< 

of  the  aforegoin 
fays,  That  his  F 


Peace  fcc  with 

wttA  you,  was  a  very! 

amongft  the  Jews  i^wii! 

parts  of  Scripture,  ft' 

when  nothing  was  kkf 

of  the  fpeaker.    Suchwf 

nerinwhichourLoriiji 

Thcfc  words  from  bm  «3 


ia> 


landing,  m  a  panic^^f  "*  '  ■  jhe  latter  part 
kic  feithful  fervaDts,aitt£t»i„  ^j^j^j^  ^j^j^  j 


his 
menL 


'  greater  than  he,  has  given  rife  to 
opinions,  becaufe,  upon  other  occal 
"  28.  Ye  have  heaHiorl*  r  fpeaksof  himfelf  as  equal :  I  and  m] 

«     u'  l{yc^o\'edml^*fj»s  they  honor  the  Father;   witl 


Ifye  loved  me,)  ..._,   —  ,    

ufe  I  faid,  I  g" ""'"  .    °^«".  equally  ftrong.    The  paffaj 
!»''  ,ever,  feems  perfeftly  reconcileab 


*;       ,  father  is  grtatff" 
«  fortn)  I  ^^^  J  j^^^^  ^^^^  quoted,  and  the 

,„o/lconvincingP'«[!''!^Vthis:  that  altho' equal  to  the 
d  djlinterefe''^*^  J"  Ws  divine  nature,  yet,  for  the  1 
f  fmcere  an  (Jier  "*  '  t»on  of  mankind,  he  had  voluntai 

-efer  the  good '[        y^ 


The 


to  the  Father. 

•'  29.  And  now  I  have  to 
'*  it  come  to  pafs,  that  when 
"  pafs,  ye  might  believe. 

"  30.  Hereafter  I  will  n 
"  with  you  :  for  the  prince 
**  Cometh,  and  hath  nothing 

"31.  But  that  the  worli 
"  that  I  love  the  Father  ;  an 
**  ther  gave  me  commandnn 
'*  do.     Arife,  let  us  go  heno 


Our  Lord,  who  knew  the 
nature,  and  the  unfteadineH 
refolves,  thought  it  neceflfai 
the  apofUes  for  the  indigniti 
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:efrary  for  the  redemption  of  a  loft 
irld  and  as  an  atonement  to  his  father's 
ended  juftice,  was  voluntary  on  his 
rt)  their  faith  in.  him  might  have  been 
^ened.  And  further  to  comfort  and 
)port  them,  he  allures  them  That  the 
ince  of  this  world  (by  which  is  meant 
t  grand  adverfary  and  accufer  of  man- 
id,)  would  find  no  fpot,  or  blemifh,  in 
n,  on  which  ^to  reft  an  accufation :  it 
ing  neceflary  that  he,  who  was  to  ftand 
the  place  of  finners,  ftiould  himfelf  be 
adcfs  and  without  blemifh. 
Our  Saviour,  by  telling  his  difciples 
It  he  fliould  not  talk  much  more  with 
em,  feems  to  call  particularly  for  their 
mention  to  his  laft  injun6lions  :  the 
lole  of  the  remainder  of  the  time,  till 
das  betrayed  him,  was  employed  in 
faii£ling  them ;  and  there  can  be  no 
ubt  that  they  treafured  up  every  word 
lich  iflued  from  the  mouth  of  their 
me  Mafter. 

Grant,  gracious  God,  that  we  alfo  may 

fo  attentive  to  thy  word  and  com- 

Uuu  mand- 
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mandments  as  contained  in  the  fecrcd 
writings,  that,  fpending  our  whole  time  in 
thy  fervice  and  to  thy  honor  and  glory, 
when  it  (hall  pleafe  thee  to  call  us  hence, 
we  may  be  owned  and  accepted  by  thy 
dear  Son,  Jefus  Chrift,  and,  through  his 
merits  and  mediation,  may  obtain  a  por- 
tion in  thofe  eternal  manfions  which  he  is 
gone  before  to  prepare  for  them  that 
love  him.    Amen;  Amen. 


CHAPTER 
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oaodflieDts  as  cmdy. 
tntifllgs,  tliat,  fpeniiiiijiieii 
thj-feniceand  toth!i«j' 

we  inay  be  owned  mtl        CHAPTER  the  NINETEEl 

4arSon,Jcfu$CI44 


nientsanameaianoaiB'* 
lionmthofceteniali  , 
gone  before  to  prep«fc^  *t.  johh,  ghap.  *v. 

JoFchk  Ameniiliitt  •     , 

1.  T  AM  the  true  vme,  and  m 

"     A   is  the  huibandman. 

**  2.  Every  branch  in  me  that 
"not  fruit,  he  taketh  away:  ar 
"  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  pt 
"that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fr 

"3.  Now  ye  are  clean,  thrc 
"  word  which  I  have  fpoken  unto 

**  4.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  > 
"the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
"  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ; 
;       "  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me." 

j  As  the  vine  fuftains  the  bran( 

I      caufes  them  to  bear  fruit  for  the 

Uuu  2 
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the  hufbandman,  fo,  in  like  manner,  our 
blefled  Lord  fuftains,  guards,  and  protefts 
his   faithful   fervants ;    to    prefent   them, 
through  his  merits  and  fufferings,  an  ac- 
ceptable people  to  his   and  our  Father, 
who  is  in  Heaven.      This    parable  muft 
have  produced  the  greater  effeft  on  the 
minds  of  the  auditors,  as  it  was  delivered 
juft  after  he  had  fanftified  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  by  making  it  an  emblem  of  his  blood, 
in  the  inftitution  of  the  holy  racrament 
Many  reafons  may  be  given  for  his  fo  fre- 
quently  comparing  himfelf  to    a  vine: 
from  the  number  of  vineyards,  and  the 
prodigious  produce  of  the    vine  in  that 
country,  the  great  care  and   attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  it  might  bear  fome  faint 
refemblance  to  our  Lord's  care  of,  and 
attention  to,  the  improvement  of  his  dif- 
ciples  ;  befides,  thefe  objeQs  fo  conftantly 
prefented   themfelves  to  their  view,  that 
they    could   never   forget   the    difcourfes 
which  were  drawn  from  them.     It  is  true, 
that  there  is  the  fame  union  between  all  other 
trees  aqd  their  branches,  as  between  the 

vine 
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tbe  kIbiidmaB,  fo,  kh  vine  and  its  branches :  yet,  in  this 

Wofe/ Lord  fuftainj,  pit  there  is  a  difference ;  that,  where? 

ha  fiuthfiiJ  fervantj;  Bf-.  other  fruit-trees,  although  barren. 


throDgii  lifi  merits  anil  ff 


put  to  fome  ufe,  the  vine,  in  this 


ctpabk  people  tokd]  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  burne 

vhoeia  Heaven.  Tte :  ^"^  fruit-tree  could  therefore  fo  fu 

have  produced  the  graiercj  ^^  the  difference  between  a  t: 

n,iDd$oftheauditoR,sJn!'  ^ithful  Chriftian   and  the  deceit 

iaft  after  he  had  fiMit'^  hypocritical  one,  as  the  fruitful  o 

ifnebviTiaiingitan*'^.  branches  of  the  vine.     The  hufb 

a,  tbe'inRitum<^kh^.'  **tches  his  vine,  with  the  utmo 

I         „,«n,r  limflsi  ™'  "^  '^^  tried  every  method  to  i 

"■  t  "T&:  1«»:  the  lead  ho^  of  their  r 

""  "'      !r   jr^<  •*"  «<'"«  *e  lord  of  the  vin, 

'^^J^md'^  try  them  another  feafon ;  but  if, 

untry,  t^  gKi  y^  endeavors,  they  continue  to  dil 

coitivation ofrt«»««^^  ^^  ^^p^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

jobUnce  to  our    ^  ,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  .^^^  ^^^  ^^^ . 

,£ionto,thc«npiwt  ^^  proportion  to   his   juft   and  re 

5 ;  befidcs,  ^f'^'*^^,  expeaations  oi their  produce,  fo 

,tcd  themfeha  w  ^^!  j,jjj  difappointment  at  their  failure 

could  never  W    ^^..  In  like  manner  does  God  dea 

werednwnfroai^^  Ws  finful  creatures.     By  his  confl 

.^ijt/je/ameonKJolw    ;  ^^  protedion  of  us,  and  by  his 

,d  their  brmbc^'^K  ^ 


I 
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and  forbearance,   which   is  intended  to 
lead  us  to  repentance,  he  warns  us  of 
the  danger  of  fm,  by  the  means  of  our 
confcience;  which  never  fails^exc^t  when 
feared  by  long  habits  of  vice,  to  upbraid 
as  for  our  wicked  anions.     The  Ught  of 
nature  teaches  thus    far.     How  caiefiil, 
then,  ought  all  thofe  to  be,  who  have  the 
hght  of  Chrift's  gofpel  to  dircGt  them; 
we  may  learn  the  neceffity  of  this  ctotioii 
from  the  fecondchapter  of  ReveIatioia,v.5. 
and  from  numberlefs  other  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture :  "  Remember,  therefore,  from  wfaentt 
'^  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  die 
^*  firft  works ;  or  elfe  I  will  come  unto 
**  thee  quickly,  and  will  remove  thy  can- 
^  dleftick  out  of  his  place,  except  thoQ 
"  repent." 

We  have  a  remarkable  inftance,  fay« 
Poole,  in  which  this  threatening  has  beefl 
made  good ;  for  "  Where  is  now  the 
famous  church  of  Ephefus  ?"  Its  brandl 
ba^  been,  long  fince,  lopped  off,  and  its 
candleftick  removed  from  the  body  t^ 
Chrift's  church. 

How 
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How  deplorable  muft  be  the  ftate  of 
that  country  which,  aftert  having  been 
Weft  with  the  light  of  Chrift's  glorious 
^ofpel^  falls  back  again  into  its  former 
larknefs  and  ignorance  I  May  this  cala- 
■ikjr,  gracious  God,  be  ever  averted  from 
us !  and  that  it  may  be  fo,  confirm  and 
eftabliflli  our  faith,  that  we  may  ever  hold 
yi  that  bleffed  hope  of  everlafting  life, 
vhich  thou  haft  given  us  in  thy  dear  Son, 
Idiis  Chrift ! 

What  an  excellent  emblem  is  *  a  candle- 
ftkk,'  to  reprefent  God  s  church ;  for  as 
the  candleftick  contains  the  light  which 
it  to  remove  the  natural  darknefs,  fo  the 
p^pel  of  our  Lord,  Jefus  Chrift,  fliines^ 
forth  in  the  brighteft  manner  at  his  houfe; 
vhere  our  dark  minds  may  be  enlightened 
ind  improved  by  the  exercife  of  prayer 
ind  praife,  and  by  the  explanation  of  the 
boly  Scriptures  given  by  the  (hepherds 
to  their  flock,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
onderftahd  them  the  better  when  they 
penife  them  at  home. 

May 
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more  likely  to  return  to  the  path  of  duty 
from  which  they  have  unfortunately  ftray- 
ed,  than  thofe  can  be  to  become  converts 
to  religion  and  virtue,  who,  left  to  them- 
fclves  in  youth,  have  pafled  their  lives  in 
the  praftice  of  vice  and  irreligion. 

I  can  conceive  no  method  fo  likely  to 
enfure  God's  bleffing,  both  perfonal  and 
national,  as  that  of  giving  to  youth  an 
early  and  ardent  defire  after  fcriptuns 
knowledge,  and  exciting  in  their  young 
minds  an  emulation  after  piety  and  virtue^ 
drawn  from  the  precepts  and  examples 
contained  in  our  blefled  Lords  divine 
gofpel.  Thofe  who  adopt  this  plan  intfcc 
education  of  youth,  be  they  high  or  low, 
rich  or  poor,  give  the  greateft  bjow  to  ill- 
fidelity  and  every  kind  of  wicke^ne(^ ;  M 
can  there  be  a  doubt  but  that  the  great 
advantages  arifmg  from  fuch  a  method 
will  be  fo  materially  felt,  by  fucceediog 
generations,  that  they  will  be  indjuccd  to 
follow  an  example  which  has  produced 
fo  much  happinefs  and  fecurity  to  tbofh 
felves.     What  a  delightful  refleaion  muft 

it 
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morc  iW' to  renin  losf:  ft  be  tb  the  authors  of  fuch  infti 

fioni»iichthc)'liaveBib  that  thfe  b,fenefits  of  thfem  will  no! 

a(,  than  thofe  can  bcDXi'  nate  with  their  lives,  but  will  coi 

to  religion  and  vinue,  »k>  fprtad  aftd  increafe.  to  the  honor 

fejves  in  youth,  havepafci  and  to  the  true  and  fubftatitial  ha 

Otf  pradice  of  vice  d&  ^^  ^^eir  fellow-creatures ! 

I  can  conceive  no  inetk  •  Thofe  whb  agree  with  me  in  th< 

«jfure  God's  b%.  W?^^  %  ^^  laying  an  early  foundation  < 

.     I      .wJririr;  iliavirtue  in  the  minds  of  young  peo 

.    J  .  ^U !«'"  "ot  be  difpleafed  with  the  frequent 

mHv  and  ardent  m  *-•  ,     ^  .„            •  i         ?•  r  x. 

J       H    cifflE  "^'  ^"^"^^y  ^»^^  ™eet  with  on  this  fut 

kmW'  f."  7,n'  tbecourfeof  this  work;  andthofewk 

^d^ane/nulationato?-  ,  .^ntrary  opinion  (if  any  fuch  the 

diavn  from  the  p^^^^.  ^j^  j  j^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^.^Pp^^^  ^ 

contained  ip  our  patience,  in  confideration  of  the  gi 

gofpei.   Thofcwno  op  ponance  which  I  affix  to  it,  not  or 

education  o{)om,  f  ^^^  religious  point  of  view,  but  as  infe] 

richorpoof'^^'^'yj^^^'  conneaed  with  the  peace  and  wel 

\dt^' ^^^^''^   ,V ui  <rf  the  community  in  general,  in 

an  t/ierc  be  a  doubt  but    ^^  ^^^^  individual  mull  feel  inteiefte. 

ivantages  arifing  froin  l«^^  q^^  j^j^^^^  ^^^^  j^^^^^  declares 

;//  be  To  materially  &''.  J^  ciples  (the  traitor  having  left  them) 

aerations,  ^^^^^^'   .^f  ^^  fr«e  from  aaual  guilt;  not  by 

Q^  an  example  wbicn    r  of  any  works  of  their  own,  or  the  n 

ach  happ^^^  ^^  j^  influence  of  thofe  legal  ceremonies 

!     TVAatadeligi'fiJ'*^!  Xxx  2               ri 
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rification  ordained  by  the  Jcwilh  law, 
but  through  his  word  ;  that  is^  by  means 
of  his  divine  do6lrines«  which  taught  them 
the  true  and  only  way  to  falvation :  but, 
ftill^  as  the  branches  can  bear  no  fruit  if 
feparated  from  the  vine,  neither  could 
his  difciples,  nor  can  we,  perform  any 
good  work  except  we  abide  in  Qirifi; 
our  union  with  whom  muft  be  confiandy 
kept  up  by  a  lively  faith  in  him,  and  an 
exa6l  obiervance  of  all  his  laws. 

"  5. 1  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches: 
"  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
**  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for 
'*  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 

"  6.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is 
*'  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered; 
"  and  men  gather  them,  and  caft  them 
"  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned. 

"  7.  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words 
•'  abide  in  you,  ye  fhall  afk  what  ye  will, 
**  and  It  (hall  be  done  unto  you. 

"  8.  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that 
•'  ye  bear  much  fruit ;  fo  fliaJI  ye  be  my 
"difciple5.  •  ugf^ 
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rificaoxt  onJaJDcd  k  ii,^' 

ofhij  divine  (loftriD6,K 
the  true  and  only  waj  a 
flii),  as  the  branches  can'' 
jfepanted  from  the  M 
his  difciples,  nor  can  »^?l 
good  work  except  wiCj 
our  union  with  whom  »bI^ 

ieptupbyaHf^'j 
exaaofcfcrvanccofallbyj, 

«.  lam thciine, /«»«*! 
-hethatabidethinffl^^l;- 
.fanicbringethforti^il 
«« without  me  ye  call  ( 


«'  5.  If  a  man 


abide  not  «'■ 


«cafl/ort^^ 


abiaucb^': 


«« and  toett  ^ 

,thefire,andthera«^. 


'« IfltO 


a 
and 


e  tear  id 
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^g.  As  the  Father  hath  loved  mc 
^  I  loved  you :  continue  ye  hi  m; 

We  cannot  perform  our  duty, 
the  afliftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
,Chrift  has  promifed  fhall  confti 
prefent,  to  aid  and  aflift  thofe  w 
and  defire  to  be  God's  true  and 
fcrvants;  A  Chriftian  muft  evei 
vancing  towards  perfeftion  :  e£ 
therefore,  fliould  fliew  forth  fo 
virtue ;  for  in  this  race  there  is  i 
bgftill:  if  we  do  not  advance 
and  virtue,  we  (hall,  moft  certa: 
back;  and  every  ftep  loft  will 
ten-fold  pains  to  recover,  and  re 
final  triumph  more  difficult. 

God  is  glorified,  when  his  i 
love,  honor,  and  obey  him.  Thi 
all  do,  in  our  different  Rations  i 
ations  in  life :  if  w^e  love,  we  ft 
him;  and 

Weak  tho'  we  arc,  to  love  is  no  hard  tafk 
And  love  for  love  is  all  that  Ilcav'n  do«8 
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Thofc  who  would  excufe  themfclves, 
on  the  plea  that  their  temptations  ire 
greater  than  they  can  withftand,  will  find, 
upon  ftrift  examination,  that  if  they  had 
taken  the  fame  paitls  to  acquire  fpiritual 
bleffings  which  they  have  employed  (atid 
perhaps  fruitlefsly)  in  the  purfuit  of  tem- 
poral honors  and  advantages,  and  the 
pleafures  (as  they  are  called)  of  this  life, 
they  would  have  been  completely  ftic- 
cefsful.  Before  I  quit  this  fubjcft,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  quotatioa 
from  a  work  lately  tranflated  from  the 
French,  which  is  particularly  applicable 
to  it. 

•*  Thou  wilt  never  pofFefs  felicity,  till 
"  thou  fhalt  be  able  to  command  thyfdt 
*'  and  hold  over  thy  pafTions  an  undifputed 
•'  empire.  Imagine  not  that  this  dominion 
"  is  fuperior  to  human  weakncft :  defcend 
"  into  thyfelf,  my  fon,  and  thou  wilt  ever 
"  find  a  principle  of  virtue  ready  to  com- 
"  bat  every  vice  which  may  endeavor  to 
"  feduce  thee.  Thus,  in  every  (ituation, 
*'  Heaven  has  provided  thee  either  with 

"  confolation 
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onfolation  or  fupport :  take  advantage, 
ben,  of  thy  Creator^s  bounty ;  and  ccafe 
3  believe  thyfelf  weak,  in  order  only  to 
lave  an  excufe  for  falling/* — Flotian. 
(Vhat  an  unbounded  love  doesour  blefled 
rd  exprefs  for  his  difciples,  in  comparing 
irith  the  love  of  God  the  Father  towards 
ifelf !  Since  we  know  the  way  to  con- 
iie  in  his  love,  can  we  deferve  the  name 
rational  creatures  if  we  run  the  rilk 
Lonly  of  lofmg  fo  invaluable  a  treafure, 
L  at  the  fame  time  of  fubjefting  our- 
/es  to  his  wrath  and  its  confequence, 
irlafting  punifliment  ? 

'  lo.  If  ye  keep  my  commandments^ 
e  {hall  abide  in  my  love ;  even  as  I 
avc  kept  my  Father's  commandments, 
nd  abide  in  his  love. 
^  n.  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  unto 
ou,  that  my  joy  might  remain  in  you, 
nd  that  your  joy  might  be  fulL 

12.  This  is  my  commandment,  That 
e  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved 
ou. 

•*  13.  Greater 
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"  13.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
*•  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for 
"  his  friends. 

•*  14.  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  what- 
"  foever  I  command  you. 

"  15.  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  fer- 
*'  vants ;  for  the  fervant  knoweth  not  what 
"  his  lord  doeth  :  but  I  have  called  you 
^  friends;  for  all  things  that  I  have  heard 
**  of  my  Father  I  have  made  knovm  unto 
"  you.** 

Our  Lord  often  reminds  his  difciples  of 
the  neceffity  of  their  love  and  obedieocc 
to  him,  and  of  their  love  and  charitj'  to- 
wards each  other ;  which  he  makes  the 
teft  of  their  faith  in  him.  The  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  frailty  of  human  nature, 
and  how  very  apt  men  are  to  forget  the 
moft  important  duties,  occafioned  the 
frequent  repetitions  he  made  ufe  of  to 
imprefs  his  doftrines  the  more  firmly  on 
their  minds.  How  could  they  be  other- 
wife  than  joyful,  when  affured  of  fuch  in*. 
finite  love  on  the  part  of  their  Lord,  and, 

through 
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"jj.  Greater  klci: 

"d^,  tkamanlfiiwit 

"his  fends. 

"  If  Ye  are  m  friai 
"  foercr  I  command  m 

''15.  Hencefortllo^i 
"vants;  forthelenint' 
"his lord doeth:  kd}»^ 
*  friends;  forallito?!!*! 
"ormyFatherlfii"^ 

"you." 

Our  Lord  often  renisls'jj 

the  necefllty  of  tteirte-J 

tohi«..andofti.eWo«^ 

^ards  ^ch  other;  «W*J 

tcft  of  their  fii't*"'^""'." 

,e/oveOfl  tie  part  of'^^. 
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through  his  means,  on  that  of  hi 
alfo;  fince,  to  a  reafonable  fou 
can  be  no  greater  gratification  cc 
than  tfaat  of  a  perfed  union  witl 
nighty  Creator  ?  Our  Lord  hor 
^ciplea  with  the  name  of  *  frien* 
placed  them  in  a  (ituation  of  mucV 
intimacy  with  him,  than  if  he  hac 
them  as  his  iervants  only,  and  ga 
nach  fuperior  advantages.  Mui 
is  to  be  learned  from  a  raafter  am 
than  from  a  mailer  only ;  as  the 
firiend  warrants  thofe  free  inquiri< 
thediftant  refpeft  from  a  fervan 
itofter  would  naturally  reftrain. 

*'  16.  Ye  have  not  chofen  m« 
**  have  chofen  you,  and  ordained ) 
*•  ye  fhould  go  and  bring  forth  fr 
"that  your  fruit  fhould  remai 
**  whatfoever  ye  (hall  a(k  of  the  I 
"  my  name,  he  may  give  it  you. 

"  17.  Thefe  things  I  comma 
*  That  ye  love  one  another. 
Yyy 
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"  18.  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  knovr 
"  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated  you. 

^'  19.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the 
"  world  would  love  his  own :  but  becaufe 
•'  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
*•  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore 
**  the  world  hateth  you. 

•'  20.  Remember  the  word  thatlfaid 
"  unto  you.  The  fervant  is  not  greater 
"  than  his  lord.  If  they  have  perfecuted 
"  me,  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you :  if 
"  they  have  kept  my  faying,  they  ¥fill 
^  keep  your's  alfo.** 

Our  Lord  chofe  his  difciples  at  the 
commencement  of  his  public  miniftry :  be 
conferred  that  honor  on  them,  unfought 
on  their  parts :  they  would  never  have 
prefumed  to  have  offered  themfelves  to 
him,  knowing  how  unqualified  they  were 
for  fuch  an  office.  Humility,  which  is  fo 
effeniial  in  the  Chriftian  religion,  rauft 
have  been  one  of  thofe  qualities  for  which 
they  were  felefted  by  our  bleffed  Lord. 

The 


( 
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"thatithiiedachtkit 

"  19.  ff  ye  iittr  dt 

"world  would  lovffeii  OK 

"ye  are  not  oi  ik^'<^^ 

"c/iofenyouout  oftk 

« the  world  hatcth  yon. 

»'20.  Remember  tie's: 

«unto  you,  Thermion^ 

-tAan  his  lord.  Ift^^H 

"me,  fiiev  wilb!;'^ 

u  they  hive  kepi ''^ 

"  ieep  your'^  ^^^' 

Our  Lord  cbofe  te  #|' 
commencement  of  ii.p"^j;^ 
conferred  that  honor  o« 'J* 

.refumed  to  hare  oW  « 
,'^  ino«'in^iowunq.f 
,      :«,,  Bull 
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The  more  infignificant  and  conte 
they  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  the 
the  more  did  it  prove  the  divinity 
doftrine  they  were  to  propagate. 
.  The  world,  (that  is,  thofe  whof 
were  fixed  upon  worldly  obje£is,J 
naturally  hate  them ;  becaufe  the 
they  were  to  preach,  being  in  dii 
pofidon  to  the  conduft  of  world 
would  be  conftantly  reproaching 
This  was  the  cafe  with  our  Lord 
M^ life-time;  and  it  was  this  foi 
they  hated  and  perfecuted  him, 
deadi. 

Our  moft  laudable  affeftions 
worldly  objefts  mud  be  kept  wii 
bounds,  and  never  be  fuffercd  to  i 
vith  our  duty  to  God,  (St.  Luk< 
xiv.  verfe  26.)  :  "  If  any  man  c 
"  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  ; 
"  ther,  and  wife,  and  children,  a 
•*  thren,  and  fitters,  yea,  and  his 
"  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.*' 
words  are  not  to  be  underftoo 
literal  fenfe,  as  fuppofing  that  ou 
Yyya 
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Lord  meant  we  (hould  hate,  or  even  want 
a  due  refpeft,  love,  and  honor,  for  our 
different  relations  and  friends  :  the  whole 
of  his  gofpel  teaches  us  the  very  revetki 
requiring  the  utmoft  love  and  affeffion 
amongft  fuch  connexions :  the  meaning 
of  the  paffage  is,  evidently,  this :  that  wc 
are  not  to  fuffer  thofe  affe3ions  to  inter- 
fere with,  or  prevent  the  performance  €f 
our  fuperior  duties  to  God ;  for  wc  moft 
love  him,  before  and  above  everything; 
we  muft  give  up  them,  and  every  Aing 
elfe  moft  dear  to  us,  even  life  itfelf,  rather 
than  lofe  his  favor :  for  "  What  (hall  it 
"  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world, 
"  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  Or  what  Ihall  a 
"  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul?"— 
(St.  Mark,  chap.  viii.  ver.  36.  37.) 

Our  Lord  fortifies  the  minds  of  hk 
difciples,  by  letting  them  fee  with  what 
refignation  and  cheerfulnefs  he  endured 
the  utmoft  infolence  and  cruelty  which 
his  enemies  could  inflift  on  him,  and 
fliews  them  that,  as  his  *  fervants  and 
friends,'  they  had  no  right  to  expeft  bet- 
ter 
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LonfioetDtveliioiilike  -ter  treatment  from  bis  enemies 

I  Joe  refpeft,  love,  JjJk  ^»d  •cKperienced  from  them : 

(fiffcrent  relations  amlfe  ^eir  contfort  in  this  world,  he 

of  hisgofpelteacbiBiK  '**'em  That  many  who  had  bel 

Tcqaimg  the  umi  m  him  would  alfo  receive  the  gol 

mond  hch  comm}  **»«»,  and  become  their  true  anc 

ofthcpaffageis,«M1  *>Howers. 
arc  not  to  fuffer  thole  afo; 

fere  with,  or^rcmkf  ^  "  2i.   But  all  thefe  things  wil 

ourfuperiordutks.GoJ^  |»«o  you  for  my  -names  lake 

.      Jl  \^.r.  ,d  akifr  ™y  «°o^  not  him  that  fent  m 


«  •       ,i««  3111?         **  22.  If  I  had  not  come  and  fp 
mu/lgiveup"'""''^       -      .         ...        .    .  _  *" 


^'""If^flt'  -to  them,  they  had  not  had  fin: 

than  lolc  his  *^J'-    ,  ^  «  23.  He  that  hateth  me,  hatei 

«profitainan.rfkg^J*-  .^^^^^^ 

«  and  lofe  his  <"™  ""^,  ^j;  «  24.  If  I  had  not  done  among 


"  man  give  J"  «^«    .       '**ynoik%  which  none  other  man 
^St.Mari,chap.v^Y^;      "^ had  not  had  fin:  but  now  h 
Oar  Lord  fort*« "*, ^'      "both  feen,  and  hated  both  mc 


rc/i^nation  and  C"*^      ■ ;  "25.  But  this  cometh  to  pafs, 

l^e  utmoR  '^^^^^^^.f.  J-  "  ^ord  might  be  fulfilled  that 

;c  enemies  could  wflw  J  « i„  ^jj^j^.  j^^^  They  hated  me  - 

e^^sthemth»t,^^n  "caufe. 
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"  26.  But  when  the  Comforter  is  come, 
"  whom  I  will  fend  unto  you  from  the  Fa- 
•*  ther,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which 
'•  proceedeth  from  the   Father,  he  (hall 
^  teftify  of  me. 

"  27.  And  ye  alfo  (hall  bear  witnels, 
^'  becaufe  ye  have  been  with  me  from  the 
*  beginning/' 

Our  Lord,  continuing  his  difcourfe,  re- 
peats to  his  difciples  That  they  mull  ex- 
peft  to  meet  with  every  fpecies  of  conr 
tempt  and  ill-ufage,  for  his  fake,  from 
thofe  who  had  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes  to 
his  moft  gracious  offers,  thereby  reje£tiiig 
both  him  and  his  Father.  Great,  how- 
ever, as  the  fufferings  of  the  righteous 
may  be,  how,  infinitely  fhort  do  they  feU 
of  the  fufferings  of  the  wicked !  The 
former  have  their  comforts  and  fupports, 
which  they  would  not  part  with  to  be  re- 
lieved from  any  worldly  calamity- ;  whilft 
the  latter  have  no  place  of  refuge  or  reft. 

From  the  above  verfes,  it  is  evident  that 
the  guilt  of  the  Jews  confifted  in  their  re- 

fiftancc 
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•thcr,  even  the  Spnot^. 
"proceeded!  fromtlicfj: 
»tcftifyofme. 

"2].  AndyealfoW 
«  becaufe  ye  have 


Our  Lord,  contmuiiijfci-; 
peats  to  his  difciptell^/': 

^ptandiJl-ofage.frf'';,, 
"rewhohad*^;^^ 
,,oftgracio.ofo^ 
,th  him  and  his  f»^; 
'cr  as  the  f^f^l 

^er  have  their  con^««^ 
icb  m  «       ,j|ycah««f\ 
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fiftance  of  fuch  proofs  as  muft  ha 
convincing  to  their  own  minds : 
querable  ignorance  would  not  ha 
deemed  culpable,  by  the  God  of 
but  they  were  not  only  poffeffed 
prophecies  refpefting  the  Meffiah 
they  hourly  faw  fulfilled  befoi 
eyes,  but  alfo  were  witneffes  of fuc 
performed  by  him,  in  confirmatio 
doftrines,  as  no  man  before  ever  • 
which  they  muft  have  known  th^ 
of  God  alone  could  perform.  \ 
fuppofethat  thefe  thoughts  muft,  5 
have  been  very  troublefome  to  thei 
whatever  conviftion  they  might  ] 
ceived,  our  Lord's  precepts  and 
were  fo  oppofite  to  their  worldly 
and  temporal  interefts,  that  they  ^ 
tennined,  by  every  means  in  theii 
to  cruQi  a  fyftem  fo  ill-fuited 
pride  and  felf-importance.  V; 
prefumptuous  mortals,  to  ftrive  w 
Maker,  and  to  fuppofe  that  thei 
could  overturn  his  wife  and  unj 
councils !      *  Without  a  caufe/ 
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did  they  hate  him ;  who,  iadependent  of  the 
infinite  fpiritual  benefits  he  convened  upoa 
them  by  the  facrifiee  of  hirafelf  to  n^ 
atonement  for  their  guih,  fpeit  lis  whek 
life  in  doing  good  to  tkem ! 

The  gift  of  the  h<^y  Sf^rit,  wl»eh  our 
Lord  here  again  promiles  to  fead  to  the 
aid  and  fupport  of  his  difeiptes,  under  all 
their  trials  and  fufierings,  when  he  fliould 
return- to  the  Father,  was  to  be  aa  addi- 
tional witnefs,  both  to  them  and  to  the 
world,  of  the  truth  of  his  divine  miffion: 
—to  them,  as  the  accomplifliment  of  the 
promife  he  had  made  to  them ;  to  the 
world,  by  confering  on  them  fiich  new 
talents,  in  the  gift  of  languages  and  odier 
fpiritual  graces,  as  were  neceflary  for  the 
great  bufmefs  they  had  in  hand,  aad 
which  muft  forcibly  ftrike  all  thofewho 
had  formerly  known  them  without  fudi 
advantages. 

Accept,   moft  gracious   and   mercifol 
God,  of  our  humble  and  hearty  thanks, 
that  thou  haft  vouchfafed  us  the  light  of  . 
thy   beloved  Son's  moft  glorious  gofpel, 

and 
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tjicnibythcfacriiktrfli 

jtooeoeDt  for  their  ji4| 

life  ieAwig  good  totb: 

TliegiftofthelifllfS^ 

Lord  hcie  again  pnw«^' 

aidandfupportofliisal 

tkir  trials  and  fulienii^ 
rttunMO  the  Father. «» 

^r/d,  of  the  trutii  of  !«*« 
_«,tl.em.a5t]ieacco«fl 

world,  by  confenflg"*** 
Accept  «f  0j,« 
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and  the  affiftance  of  thy  holy  f] 
grant  that  we  may  ever  be  gr 
fuch  ineftimable  favors,  and  mal 
a  ufe  of  them,  as  that  we  ma 
partakers  of  thine  everlafting 
through  the  merits  and  mec 
JefusChrift!  Amen. 


Zzz 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTIETH. 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  XVI. 

*'  1.  nnHESE  things  have  I  fpokcnunto 
"  -»•  you,  that  ye  (hould  not  be  of- 
''  fended. 

"  2.  They  ftiall  put  you  out  of  the 
*'  fynagogues :  yea,  the  time  cometh,  that 
"  whofoever  killeth  you,  will  think  that  he 
•*  doeth  God  fervice. 

"  3.  And  thefe  things  will  they  do 
"  unto  you,  bccaufe  they  have  not  known 
"  the  Father,  nor  me. 

"  4.  But  thefe  things  have  I  told  you, 
**  that,  when  the  time  ftiall  come,  ye  may 
"  remember  that  I  told  you  of  them.  And 
"  thefe  things  I  faid  not  unto  you  at  the 
^'  beginning,  becaufe  I  was  with  you." 

Our 
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CHAPTER  THE  WGj 
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JT.JOHlf,CWMf' 

THESE  tliiDgsbIf» 
you,  tkjtid' 

Dcfed.  ^ 

2.  Tbqrfliallp*/"'- 


jagogues.-yej, «.--). 
,ofoeveriillethyoo,«B*^; 

rtiGod/crvfcc        >! 
Patiier,norine.         ' 
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Our  Lord  foretels  all  the  trou 
fufferings  which  fliould  befal  his 
when  he  Ihould  leave  them,  tl 
faith  in  him,  inftead  of  being  w 
fliouId,  on  the  contrary,  acqu 
ftrength,  by  the  remembrance 
had  before  prepared  them  to  exp' 
a  mifguided  world,  the  fame  t 
which  he  himfelf  had  met  with,  s 
the  fame  caufes.  Calamities,  or  v 
appear  as  fuch,  (for  they  are  fc 
bleffings  in  difguife,)  lofe  much 
force  when  we  are  forewarned  of 

Whilft  our  Saviour  remained 
difciples,  the  information  was  unn« 
nor,  indeed,  might  their  faith  in 
the  beginning,  have  been  proof  e 
difmal  a  profpeft ;  but  now  ths 
about  to  leave  them,  he  omitted  n< 
of  fortifying  their  minds ;  that,  ' 
hour  of  trial  (hould  come,  they  n 
flirink  from  their  duty,  though  th 
mance  of  it  fliould  fubjeft  thei 
cruelleft  perfecutions,  nay  even 
itfelf  J  which  he  tells  them  the  ii 
Zzz2 
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Jews  would  inflift  on  them,  under  the 
idea  of  rendering  God  fervice.  It  docs 
not  fall  to  the  lot  of  Chriftians  in  general 
to  fuffer  much  in  the  caufe  of  their  re- 
ligion ;  but  whenever  fuch  cafe  does  oc- 
cur, ought  we  to  murmur  ?  ought  we  not 
rather  to  refleft  on  the  fufferings  of  our 
bleffed  Lord,  and  his  apoftles  in  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gofpel,  and  be  thankful  to 
God  that  he  has  thought  us  worthy  to 
fuffer  for  his  caufe.  "  The  Atheift,  who 
affefts  to  deny  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  is 
not  more  abfurd,  than  he  who  acknow- 
ledges, yet  refufes  to  fulfil  his  orders: 
murmuring  *  againft  his  ordinances,  is 
blafphemy  againft  his  juftice,  and  defying 
the  wrath  of  Omnipotence/'  The  afflic- 
tions we  frequently  labor  under  are,  gene- 
rally, fent  either  to  wean  us  from  a  world 
which  even  the  beft  of  us  are  apt  to  be- 
come too  fond  of,  or  as  a  trial  of  our 
fincerity.  To  fubmit  with  refignation  to 
the  difpenfations  of  Providence,  whilft  wc 
are  in  a  ftate  of  profperity,  requires  no 
great  exertion ;  the  trial  is,  when  adver- 

fity 
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ty  falls  heavy  on  us :  then  is  the  true 
id  faithful  fervant  of  God  diftinguilhed 
cm  the  time-ferver.  '*  There  is  (fays  a 
lodern  author)  nothing  fo  pleafing  and 
tisfaftory  to  the  human  mind,  as  felf- 
Dprobation,  and  confcious  reftitude :  the 
>ul,  fupported  by  thefe  fweeteners  of  ex- 
tence,  is  rarely  deprefled  by  common 
lisfortunes ;  or,  if  for  a  fliort  time  it  is 
ver-clouded  by  difappointment,  the  (hades 
Fforrow  quickly  difperfe,  and  hope,  like 
ie  bright  fun  burfting  through  a  cloud  of 
arkncfs,  fhines  with  double  luftre/* 

When  any  great  calamity  overtakes  us, 
hether  national  or  individual,  prudence 
irefts  us  to  feek  the  beft  and  fafeft  way 
f  extricating  ourfelves.  Thus,  for  ex- 
nple :   in  time  of  war,  every  precaution 

ufed  to  prevent  an  invafion  from  our 
lemies,  and  the  moft  vigorous  methods 
ken  to  defeat  their  defigns.  We  are 
Ad  by  St.  James  (chap.-iv.  ver.  1.),  that 
n  is  the  original  caufe  of  wars  and 
imults,  thofe  fcourges  of  the  human  race : 

From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings 

"  among 
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•*  among  you  ?  come  they  not  hence; 
''  even  of  your  lufts,  that  war  m  your 
**  members  ?"  If  fo,  let  us  confider  what 
is  the  moft  likely  method  to  avert  fuch 
calamities ;  or,  when  they  have  adoally 
befallen  us,  to  bring  them  to  a  fpeedy  tcr* 
mination.  Ought  not  every  individual, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  let  the  war  have  been 
ever  fo  juft,  (even  though  entered  iitto  m 
defence  of  liberty  and  life)  to  refled  how 
that  life  has  been  fpent,  and  what  ufe  he 
has  hitherto  made  of  the  bleffing  of  liber- 
ty. If  the  refult  of  fuch  inquiry  is  favor* 
able,  then  may  he  with  an  upright  heart 
join  his  prayers  to  the  general  voice,  that 
God  in  his  mercy  would  reftore  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  his  poor,  bleeding  country: 
and  we  are  afTured  that  fuch  prayers  fliall 
not  be  ineflPeaual :  "  The  eflPeaual  fer- 
"  vent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availrth 
''  much."— (St,  James*} 

If,  therefore,  thefe  means  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to  the 
reftoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  aic 
not  thofe  who  help  to  bring  about  a  gcac- 

ral 


I 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVlOUR.        545 

^  ral  depravity,  thereby  provoking  the  Al- 
mighty to  afflift  us  with  fuch  fcourges,  as 
great  enemies  to  their  own  lives,  their 
liberties,  their  king,  their  country,  and 
their  religion,  as  thofe  very  foes  who  are 
in  arms  againft  them  ?  Although  I  have 
already  been  led  further  into  this  fubjeft 
than  I  at  firft  intended,  I  fliall  beg  to  be 
indulged  with  a  few  more  obfervatiotis 
liefore  I  quit  it  entirely. 

When,  by  the  chance  of  war,  our  ene- 
mies fall  into  our  hands,  may  every  Chrif- 
tian  take  pattern  by  the  benevolent  fpirit 
of  Eliflia,  and,  as  far  as  is  confident  with 
his  own  and  his  country's  fafety,  give  them 
evcjy  indulgence  that  perfons  in  their  fitu- 
ation  can  reafonably  expe6l ;  for  though 
Eliflia's  example  cannot  be  always  fol- 
lowed, in  giving  the  prifoners  immediate 
freedom,  (as,  we  are  informed,  in  the  fixth 
chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Kings,  he 
did,)  yet  it  is  in  the  viftor's  power  to 
make  their  misfortune  more  or  lefc  fevere, 
|>y  his  treatment  of  them :  and  (hall  the 
Jew  pxcel  the  Chriftian  in  mercy  ?  Shall 

the 
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the  Jcwifh  inftitation,  which  was  only 
preparatory  to  the  Chriftian,  produce 
more  benevolence,  even  in  onefinglem- 
ftance,  than  that  religion  which  was  in- 
tended to  exalt,  refine,  and  ennoble  man- 
kind ?  Cruelty  and  Chriflianity  can  never 
be  reconciled.  How  can  he  expe&  hsoi 
from  a  God  of  mercy,  who  refufes  it  to 
his  fellow-creature  ?  and,  if  we  make  God 
our  enemy,  what  will  all  ouf  worldly 
pomp  avail  us  !  When  therefore  he, 
in  mercy,  fends  us  any  fevere  (conrgc  to 
bring  us  to  repentance,  let  us  ftri6Uy  ex- 
amine our  condu6l,  and  repent  us  of  the 
crimes  which  have  drawn  down  his  dif- 
pleafure  upon  us,  not  doubting  but  it  will 
then  be  withdrawn  ;  but  where  would  be 
the  mercy  in  removing  the  calamity,  ttU 
the  cure  was  either  performed  or  in  a 
fair  train  of  being  accomplifhed  ?  **  When 
God  s  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  in- 
habitants will  learn  righteoufnefs.'*  The 
great  city  of  Nineveh  was  preferved  from 
impending  deftruftion,  by  the  penitence 
of  its  inhabitants ;  who,  on  the  preaching 

of 
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of  the  prophet,  Jonah,  humbled  them- 
lelves  before  God,  and  fought  his  pardon 
l>y  failing  and  prayen  Such  conduft  is 
the  moft  likely  means  of  averting,  or  (hor- 
tening,  a  national  calamity.  Let  us  not, 
k>wever,  imagine  from  thence,  that  we 
ut  ever  afterwards  to  be  exempt  from 
&e  various  troubles  of  this  life :  St.  Peter 
bforms  us,  in  his  firft  Epiftle,  (chap.  iv. 
Ht.  17.  18.)  "  Judgment  ihuft  begin  at 
^  the  houfe  of  God :  and  if  it  firft  begin 
^  at  us,  what  (hall  the  end  be  of  them  that 
^  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  God  ?  And  if  the 
**  righteous  fcarcely  be  faved,  where  (hall 
•*  the  ungodly  and  thefinner  appear  ?" 

If  the  iBipoftles  and  many  of  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs  were  to  meet  with  the  fevereft 
fufferiiigs  which  could  be  infli6led  on  them 
by  la  wicked  and  ungrateful  world,  what 
muft  the  wicked  themfelves  expeft  ?  fince 
fttfierings  (permitted  only  to  befal  the 
righteous)  are  the  natural  confequence 
and  infeparable  attendants  on  vice,  and 
•re  much  more  fevere  from  the  refleftion 
that  we  have  brought  them  upon  our- 
4  A  felves. 
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felves.  But  when  we  look  ftill  further, 
and  reflefi;  that  the  greateft  fufieriDgs  of 
this  world  fall  infinitely  fliort  of  tbofe  rc^ 
ferved  for  the  obdurate  finner  in  the  next, 
what  madnefs  and  folly  is  it  in  any  one 
to  continue  in  fo  deplorable  a  con&tioo^ 
when  our  kind  and  merciful  Saviour  ha% 
in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon,  o&ieii 
a  welcome  reception  to  the  very  worft  of 
finners,  if  they  will  return  from  their  ewl 
courfes  and  fiie  for  grace  and  pardcm? 
But  fbme  people^  from  indolence,  or  the 
fear  of  fufferings  which  they  have  never 
yet  experienced,  are  prevented  from  mak- 
ing the  attempt.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  . 
flatter  fuch  with  the  hope  of  recovering 
God*s  pardon  or  favor,  without  finceit 
repentance  and  a  thorough  change  ci 
heart  and  life ;  and  this  cannot  be  brought 
about,  unlefs  the  mind  of  the  finner  n 
brought  to  feel  the  deepefl:  forrow  and  I^ 
gret  for  his  paft  wickednefs.  But  will  a 
perfeverance  in  evil  enable  him  to  efcape 
the  ftings  of  confcience,  "the  worm  that 
never  dieth,  and  whole  fire  is  not  quench- 
ed?' 
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d?**  Moft  affuredly  not.  How  much 
ctter  is  it,  then,  for  thofe  who  have 
roiight  themfelves  into  fuch  a  fituation 
lat,  in  either  cafe,  great  fufferings  muft 
e  their  lot,  to  choofe  the  lefler  evil,  and 
Y  a  noble  exertion  endeavor  to  conquer 
icir  fins,  and  by  fincere  repentance  and 
aiendment  of  life  to  become  new  crea- 
ires ;  in  which  they  may  be  affured  of 
rod's  e(fe£lual  afliftance,  if  they  humbly 
ad  fervently  apply  for  it.  Even  their 
ifFerings  in  this  life  would,  in  fuch  cafe, 
e  greatly  diminiflied ;  for  whereas  the 
bdurate  finner,  who  could  not  hide  from 
iiUfelf  that  he  was^  heaping  up  wrath 
gainft  the  day  of  wrath,  would  be  daily 
dding  to  his  own  fufferings,  thofe  of  the 
enitent  would  hourly  decreafe,  till  in 
me  he  would  recover  his  peace  of  mind 
nd  be  filled  with  gratitude  and  thankf- 
iving  to  his  merciful  Saviour,  who  had 
ot  only  enabled  him  to  efcape  eternal 
unifhment,  but,  by  his  interceffion  with 
le  Father,  had  procured  him  the  means 
f  eternal  blifs.  Since  we  all  know  that 
4A2  on? 
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one  or  other  of  thefe  fituations  wiU  be  ov 
lot  in  the  next  worlds  can  we  he^tate  out 
moment  in  the  choice  we  (hall  make? 

The  confcioufnefe  that  we  enjoy  the 
favor  and  approbation  of  God^  vriU  make 
the  defert  fmile  ;  nor  is  it  in  the  povei  of 
any  reverie  of  fortune  to  make  thofc  wSt- 
rable  who  have  fuch  a  fupport.  Thomlbqi 
in  his  hymn^  beautifully  defcribes  the  fitor 
ation  of  a  perfon  who  places  h»  eotst 
dependance  upon  God : — 

**  Should  fate  command  me  to  the  farthcft  Ycift 
*^  Of  the  green  earth,  to  diftajit  barb'rous  dimdi 
^  Rivers  unknown  to  fong  ;  where  firft  the  fun 
*^  Gilds  Indian  mountains,  or  his  (etttng  bem 
<<  Flames  on  th'  Axl^ntic  ides ;  'tis  noii^t  to  a«» 
'•  Since  God  is  ever  prefent,  ever  felt, 
"In  the  void  wafte  as  in  the  city  full : 
"  And  where  He  vital  fpreads  there  muft  be  jojr» 
'*  When  e*en  at  laft  the  folemn  hour  ihall  coax, 
'*  And  wing  my  myftic  flight  to  future  worlds, 
"  I  chcarful  will  obey ;  there,  with  new  pow'n, 
"  Will  rifing  wonders  (ing>:  I  cannot  go 
"  Where  Univerfal  Love  not  fmiles  around, 
"  Suftaining  all  yon  orbs  and  all  their  fons ; 
"  Yrom/txmng  Evil  ftill  educing  Good^ 
"  And  Baur  thence  again,  and  Better  ftiU, 
"In  infinite  progreflion.    ■      But  I  lofc 
"  Myfclf  in  Him,  in  Light  ineffable  ! 
"  Come  then,  expreffive  filence,  mufe  hia  pnife." 

«  5.  Bat 
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one  or  otk;  of  thelcliiiiBt 
lot  in  deBexttfoilii,Gii«j 
noffiCDt  in  the  choice  kI 
The  confcioufoefi  to' 

tk<fefertfffliie;  norisiti^ 
any  reverie  of  fortunt ion 
labk  who  have  fucia&|f<«J| 
inhi$iiyiDn,beaiitiM)fJ 
atioD  of  a  p«rfoD*'iopl»f 
dcpendanceupGwi:- 

•  Rivers  unioo»-n»ii?i«^i 

«  Gilds  Iwlan""^"™^"^ 
..Fkcesootk-Ajiuiuf^i^'' 
«  Since  God  is  wp"^*"" 
«,ntl«™dwafi<^J^2, 

«ADdirJ««*''»'ff*Jj| 


it 


Come  tun,  aj"»"' 
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0 

"5.  But  now  I  go  my  way  to 
^  fent  me,  and  none  of  you  a£k 
"  Whither  goeft  thou  ? 

*'6.  But,  becaufe  I  have  fa 
^  things  unto  you,  Ibrrow  hath  fil 
^  heart 

''  7.  Neverthelefs  I  tell  you  th 
^  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  g 
^  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comfc 
/*4ot  come  unto  you;  but  if  I  c 
^  will  fend  him  unto  you. 

•'  &.  And  when  he  is  come^  he 
••  prove  the  world  of  fin,  and  of  ri 
'•  Befi,  3nd  of  judgement : 

"  9.  Of  fin,  becaufe  they  bel 
-  on  me ; 

'*  10.  Of  righteoufnefs,  becaufi 
*  my  Father,  and  ye  fee  me  no  n 

"  II.  Of  judgement,  becaufe  tl 
**  of  this  world  is  judged." 

Our  Lord  having  again  expi 
dared  to  his  dif<:iples  that  he  w 
to  leave  the  world  and  return  U 
iher,  gently  reproaphes  them  for 
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of  felfifhnefs,  which  they  had  flicwn  not 
only  upon  this  but  upon  many  other  oc- 
cafions ;  for  though  the  idea  of  lofing  their 
beloved  mafter,  certainly,  gave  them  great 
uneafinefs,  yet  the  difappointment  of  all 
their  worldly  expectations  which,  not- 
withftanding  his  frequent  admonidoDSto 
the  contrary,  they  had  ftill  placed  in  him, 
feems  to  have  occupied  too  much  of  their 
thoughts.  Our  merciful  Saviour,  who 
made  every  allowance  for  the  weakneis 
and  imperfe6lion  of  our  nature,  conde- 
fcends  to  their  feelings,  and  comforts  them 
with  the  affurance  that  it  was  neccflaiy, 
on  their  accounts,  for  him  to  return  to 
Heaven,  as  the  holy  Spirit  was  not  to  be 
fent,  in  that  vifible  manner  in  which  they 
were  to  receive  it,  till  by  his  death  he  had 
made  atonement  for  fin ;  but  that,  after 
his  afcenfion  into  Heaven,  one  of  the  firft 
and  moft  eminent  fruits  of  his  paflion  and 
death  would  be  the  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  them.  Our  blefled  Lord's 
attention  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
whofe  redemption  he  had  purchafed  with 

his 
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of  ie/£ffiiK&,  which  tlefkb 

00^  ujxm  this  bat  opr. 

ca£on$;  forthoughdiciiaai 

bdovcd  mailer,  certainlj.fr" 

uaeahefs,  yet  the  iiilfs| 

tbdr  wotMj  apetei| 

inihflanding  his  fiqoatJlJt 

the  contraiy,  they  had  llifi| 

feems  to  have  occupied  tooef 

thoughts.    Ourmerci&l^ 
nuKfceve/y  allowance  fortJ! 

uidkpeTfeamo{(«i!<^ 
ftcnds  to  their  feeliDgs,aii(l«* 

vit/itiieairurancctliatit«';- 
on  their  accounts,  for  to  e^ 

Heaven,  as  the  holy  Spin  «j 
eot,iDthatriliblefl«n«J^ 
.e^to^eivei^tfllt/fej;. 
,de  atonement  for  &;^  J 
.aTcenfionintoH^veny^ 

.^.ouidje^^;^^! 
,a  upon  thenj.  (^J^ 
.iontothehapp^^^^ 


don  to  me  u^fr;  _j| 
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his  blood,  did  not  ceafe  on  his 
the  world  :  he  then  became, 
continue  to  the  end  of  time,  our 
and  interceflbr  with  the  Father. 
The  devil  is  here  ftyled  the  '  ] 
this  world,'  becaufe  of  the  numb< 
taries  who  voluntarily  inlifted  ir 
vice,  and  fo  augmented  his  pride 
had  the  prefumption  to  hope  fo 
even  over  the  Son  cJf  God  himl 
here,  to  his  coft,  he  found  himfe 
tircly  vanquiftied,  that  he  could  r 
enter  this  world,  but  as  a  thie 
murderer  who  makes  ufe  of  dark 
plots  to  carry  his  fchemes  intc 
nor  can  he  ever  fucceed  in  h 
againft  us,  if  we  are  not  wanting 
felves,  but  keep  a  conftant  wa 
ourperverfe  and  finful  inclinati 
he  has  no  power  over  us,  nor  i 
admittance  to  our  hearts,  but  ^ 
©wn  confent  and  encouragement, 

••12.  I  have  yet  many  things  t- 
^  to  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  thei 

"  13-  I 


I 
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"  13.  Howbeit,  when  he,  the  Spirit  of 
^  truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  ycm  into 
'*  all  truth :  for  he  fliall  not  fpeak  of  tem- 
'*  fclf ;  but  whatfoever  he  (hall  hear,  thai 
"  (hall  he  fpeak :  and  he  will  fticw  you 
*•  things  to  come. 

"  14.  He  fliall  glorify  me  :  for  he  fliall 
*'  receive  of  mine,  and  (hall  fhew  it  unta 
''  you/' 

CXir  blefled  Lord,  who  knew  the  ininoft 
^eceffes  of  their  hearts,  and  that  they  were 
yet  far  removed  from  perfeftion,  would 
not  at  that  time  enter  more  fully  into  the 
events  that  were  to  befal  them,  but  ^^ 
fcrves  the  reft  till  the  holy  Spirit  fliould 
have  enlightened  their  underftanding  in 
all  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel.  The  know- 
ledge conferred  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the 
apoftles,  and  the  other  extraordinary 
gifts  which  the  world  would  witnefs  were 
granted  not  to  them  only  who  were  to 
propagate  the  Gofpel  but  alfo  to  all  thofe 
who  accepted  ii^  would  fumifli  frefli 
means  of  glory  to  Chrift. 

^'  15.  AU 
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•jj.  Hoirf)eit,»iBk!^' 
•trati^ijcoflie,  ieiiifil 
"alltnith-.forheiyitill 
"felf;  butwhatfoererlrl 

"dmgitocoix. 
"^.HelhalljforifyKt 
"receive  of  mine,  aiiiWi 


ttceffesoftheitha^^H 
vdfer  removed  fitHnpfl^: 

liot  at  that  rime  enterfflof^l 
events  that  were  to  "^'^^ 

fervcs  the  reft  fl"  ' 
fiavc  enlightened  L- 

io  accepted  ik  "^ 


"  15.  All  things  that  the  Fa 
^  are  mine :   therefore  faid  I, 
"  (hall  take  of  mine,  and  ftiev 
"  you. 

*'  16.  A  little  while,  and  ye 
'*  fee  me :  and  again,  a  little  w 
'•  ye  fhall  fee  me,  becaufe  I  g 
^  Father. 

"  17.  Then  faid  fome  of  his 
^  among  themfelves,  What  is  th 
**  faith  unto  us,  A  little  while,  an 
••  not  fee  me :  and  again,  a  liti 
'  **  and  ye  (hall  fee  me :  and.  Bee 
**to  the  Father? 

"  18.    They   faid  therefore, 
•*  this  that  he  faith,  A  little  w 
"  cannot  tell  what  he  faith. 

*'  19.  Now  Jefus  knew  that  t 
**  defirous  to  afk  him,  and  faid  ui 
"  Do  ye  enquire  among  your 
**  that  I  faid,  A  little  while,  anc 
''not  fee  me:  and  again,  a  liti 
'*  and  ye  fhall  fee  me. 

"  20.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  u: 
"  that  ye  (hall  weep  and  lament 

4B 
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"  world  (hall  rejoice  :  and  ye  (hall  be 
*'  forrowful,  but  your  forrow  ftiall  be 
"  turned  into  joy. 

"  21.  A  woman  when  flie  is  in  travail 
•*  hath  forrow,  becaufe  her  hour  is  come : 
"  but  as  foon  as  fhe  is  delivered  of  die 
**  child,  (he  remembcreth  no  more  die 
"  anguifti,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  bom  into 
*'  the  world. 

"  22.  And  ye  now  therefore  have  for- 
^  row :  but  I  will  fee  you  again,  and  your 
*'  heart  (hall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man 
"  taketh  from  you. 

"  23.  And  in  that  day  ye  fliall  aik  roc 
*'  nothing.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you, 
"  Whatfoever  ye  (hall  afk  the  Father  in 
"  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you. 

"  24.  Hitherto  have  ye  afked  nothii^ 
"  in  my  name :  a(k,  and  ye  (hall  receive, 
"  that  your  joy  may  be  full. 

"  25.  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  unto 
"  you  in  proverbs  :  but  the  time  cometh 
"  when  I  fhall  no  more  fpeak  unto  you  in 
•'  proverbs,  but  I  fliall  fliew  you  plainly 
"of the  Father. 

"  26.  At 
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"voiidMl  ijdsf.m- 

"brroyffal,  but  yrabj 

"ramed  into  joy.        ; 

"  21.  A  woman  »bii  ; 

"but  IS  foon  iiki^ 
•child,  Ihe  rcmenildiii 
«anguiOi,forjoytliataiiiE!i 

♦*  tic  world. 

"  22.  And  jt  m^i. 
"row:  klwillfeeyooifftf 

"taieth  from  you.        j. 

"23-  Andintiatday.ft^t 

"nothing.  VtnlfM^ 

«WhatfoeveryelIiall^*1 

«n,y«hewillfe.t,^t 

«,^.  Hitherto iave!.*| 

-thatyourjoy/naybeWi    : 

^Aen/ffiai/no.orefjjJ^ 
,ro»'.rfo,batIih^fi^n 
,f  the  Father.  j 
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**  26.  At  that  day  ye  fhall  afl 
*•  name :  and  I  fay  not  unto  yoi 
*•  will  pray  the  Father  for  you : 

"  37.  For  the  Father  himfell 
*•  you,  becaufe  ye  have  loved  r 
"have  believed  that  I  came  01 
«  God. 

**  28.  I  came  forth  from  the 
**  and  am  come  into  the  world : 
*•  leave  the  world,  and  go  to  the  '. 

Our  Saviour,  left  the  difciple; 
mifunderftand  him,  here  points 
them  his  meaning,  when  he  fai( 
holy  Spirit,    '  He  (hall  take  o 
and  (hew  it  unto  you  ;*    name 
the  Father  and  the  Son  being  oa 
precifely  the  fame  as  if  he  had 
fliall  receive  of  the  Father,   but  t 
might  know  that  he  was  in  the 
and  the  Father  in  him.    He  then  ] 
to  prepare  them  for  that  extreme 
they  were  to  endure,  from  the  tin 
death  to  that  of  his  refurre6lion ; 
during  which  the  world  would 
4B2 
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and  infult  over  them  for  their  credolitjry 
and  rejoice  in  their  own  fuppofed  laga^ 
city.  But  how  (hort  are  the  triumphs  of 
the  wicked !  The  rejoicing  of  the  world, 
as  he  here  prophefies^  was  foon  turned 
into  (hame  and  confufion ;  whilft  the 
troubles  of  the  difciples  were  changed 
into  the  utmoft  fatisfaflion  and  joy,  which 
was  not  confined  to  the  apoftles  akxne^ 
but  extended  to  all  believers.  As  Chrift 
was  now  about  to  leave  them,  he  direds 
them  to  pray  to  the  Father,  in  his  name, 
for  whatever  they  might  ftand  in  need  oC 
whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  and  it 
ftiould  be  granted.  The  duty  of  prayer 
is  not  enjoined  us  becaufe  the  Almighty 
is  ignorant  of  our  wants,  or  inattentive  to 
them,  but  to  keep  up  in  our  minds  a 
conftant  remembrance  of  our  entire  d^ 
pendance  upon  him.  Whilft  their  Lord 
and  Mafter  was  with  them,  thiey  could 
want  nothing;  but  with  what  joy  muft 
they  have  received  the  affurance  that, 
when  they  were  deprived  of  that  advan- 
tage, they  might  apply,  with  full  confi- 
dence 
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aodiofiikovertliffliiB!  denceoffuccefs,  to  the  Father;  wl 

ami  mxt  in  didr  onb;  them  for  their  faith  in,  and  attach 

dty.  Batbow(honfflili|i  his  Son! 

thewided!  Theig^r 

ishehm  propiefo,  »l  **  «9-  His  difciples  faid  unto  1 

into  ftaoe  and  co*!  **  now  fpeakeft  thou  plainly,  and 

btotheut.oftWM.  *'30.  Now   are    we    fure   A: 

£„j  ,n  ,k.|i-»  "  xnowelt  all  thuies,  and  needeft 

was  not  confined  to  IK fj  n      aI   n     x.        u 

J  j.„  ,iiWiflaf  ***y  noan  Ihould  aik  thee  :  by 

^"'""f      3  '•»>e«eve  that  thou  earned   for 

*^"^^^''  3  "God. 

ticiD  to  P"/ ;""".;  y^  «  31.  jefus  anfwered  them.  Do 

for  wiatever  they  «««i^W.^  ..b^g^Jp 

wbcllier  temporal  or  r  «  g^.  Behold,  the  hour  cometl 

(bouldbegnDied.  1    .^  „ ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  q^^jj  ^^  j 

is  not  cDJoined  as  li^a^^  «  ^very  man  to  his  own,  and  &; 

jsj^orantofoor**^^  «« m^  alone:    and  yet  I   am  no 

them,  b"'  ^°  ^^ "''  f  ^jj^  *  becaufc  the  Father  is  with  me. 

coDl^t  tto^'^L^'  "  33.  Thefe  things  I  have  ipol 

jjeodiocc  upon  han.      ^^  «  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  hav 

^d  Mdcr  was  '"^ ,JT^  "  In  the  world  ye  (hall  have  trib 

want  DOthiBgi  ^\  7  .^J  "  but  be  of  good  cheer ;  I  have  o 

f 


^e,  tbcy  f^'  'f^'^'      f 
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The  difciples  could  not  mifunderfland 
our  Lord's  prefcnt  difcourfc ;  as  he  now 
thought  fit  to  fpeak  in  the  plained  terms, 
»  without  figure  or  metaphor.  The  faitfi 
of  the  apoftles,  refpeAing  their  mafter, 
had  undergone  frequent  changes ;  but 
feems  now  to  have  been  firm  and  fteady ; 
fmce  Su  Peter,  who  generally  fpoke  in 
the  name  of  the  whole^  declares  their 
perfe£l  convi£lion  that  he  came  fromGcxL 
We  have  a  fimilar  paflage^  in  St.  Matthev, 
(chap.  xvi.  ver.  15.  16.  17.  18.}:  **Hc 
"  faith  unto  them.  But  whom  fay  ye  that 
"  I  am  ?  And  Simon-Peter  anfwered  and 
««  faid,  Thou  arttheChrift,  the  Son  of  the 
*^  living  God.  And  Jefus  anfwered  aod 
^'  faid  unto  him,  Blefled  art  thou,  SimoD 
^  Bar-jona :  for  flefh  and  blood  hath  not 
"  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father 
**  which  is  in  Heaven.  And  I  fay  alfo  unto 
"  thee.  That  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this 
"  rock  I  will  build  my  church ;  and  the 
"  gates  of  hell  (hall  not  prevail  againft  it' 
I  have  introduced  the  above  quotation 
from  St.  Matihew,  nof  only  as  it  fumiflics 

another 
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TV  difciples  coiillwK  another  inftance  of  the  faith  of  the  a 

onr  Lonfs  prelem  =i -  refpefting  their  Mafter.  but  as  it 

,  f  .ofnfjiicr  Ukewife,  to  all  thofe  who  do  not 

^    ,         ^r  Chriftianitv  altogether,  a  new  proo: 

.  *"^  X  \^-  ^^°"y-    '^^^  ^^  «P^y  °f  St.  Peti 

of  ^  *f^"^*  /:r  founded  in  error,  our  bleffed  Lore 

had  unoergo  ^  ^^^  every  occafion  gave  honor  t 

fecms  nov  to  have^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^^  ^^  ^.^^^ 

fincc  St.  "etf r,  "*    ■  j-Q  ^  jj.jjg  f^Qjjj  correfting  him,  i 

the  name  "^r'^^'.j-*  declares  him  to  be  bleffed,  in  tha 

pcrfea  con\'iflion'Wie<»^  ^  condefcended  to  reveal  to  him 

yichivei^^^r'^,  ^^^  irfuch  he  could  never  have  know] 

(clap-  xvi-  vcf'  ^5' '_'/],!  man.    Our  Saviour  adds.  That  up 

-jaith  unto  them  J^^'-jJ  rock,  (that  is,  faith,  which  we  all 

«Iam?  AndSiraon'^^  j,  tj,g  ^^^  effence  of  Chriftianii 

*>  faid,  Thou  artihe^ii'^'^'j  ^^^^  l^^.j^  j^j^  church,  againft  wl 

•*  living  GoA  ^'"^  J^ ''  "^^  ^e  powers  of  hell  Ihould  not  pre 

■    Blti!^^;'-^,  deftroyit.     Such,  at  leaft,  appear 


n  r.iona:  ibrficl*".  .    to  be  the  obvious  meaning  of  a 
-eajed  it "''"'     '  4;    *^^'^^  ^^  been  wrefted  to  fupf 

"  ^L-  kKinHea'^^f"'  ^'  .„  wildeft  and  moft  abfurd  doarines. 
«  which K«'^.,a.„.lt£»l     ^__  _  .  _^  ___,   __     .__  . 


-eajed  it "''"'     '  jij;    *^™^^  ^^^  been  wrefted  to  fupp< 

"  ^L-  kKinHea'^^f"'  ^'  .„  wildeft  and  moft  abfurd  doarines. 

That  thou  ^'^il    ijrreat  refpett  and  attention  is,  i 
*'thce,  i"* , ,  ...  ^..clttitft  r,    ,,„    ,._  r ..„  ,^  ,u ^ ft 


t  [  «ill  buil'^  '"'\ji  ^"^<"y»  <i"e  from  us  to  the  apoft 
"  f  hell  ftaH  n^P"*"^  J  ^«r  fucceflbrs,  as  God's  faithful  ai 

,.gatcsot  jjjjjj»«fj.y5j.gj.^^^^.  but  let  us  always 
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bcr  that,  highly  •  favored  as  they  wcrci 
they  were  mere  men;  nor,  from  our  lave 
and  reverence  for  them,  let  us  attrirote 
to  them  what  belongs  to  God  alone.  St 
Paul  exprefsly  admoniihes  the  G)rtmh]aiii 
on  this  fubje^,  in  his  firft  epiftle  to  thenii 
(chap.  i.  ver.  12.  13.)  **  Now  this  I  fay, 
"  that  every  one  of  you  faith,  I  am  of 
"  Paul ;  and  I,  of  Apollos ;  and  I,  rf 
''  Cephas;  and  I,  of  Chrift.  Is  Clirift 
"  divided?  was  Paul  crucified  for  you? 
"  or  were  ye  baptized  in  the  name  (rf 
"  Paul  ?" 

St.  Paul  was  too  jealous  of  his  Maftcrt 
honor  to  permit  fo  glaring  an  impropriety 
to  pafs  unreproved,  and  thanks  God  that 
he  had  baptized  fo  few  amongft  them,  lA 
from  the  perverfenefs  of  the  human  mind 
and  its  pronenefs  to  error,  that  worlhip 
and  adoration  which  is  due  to  God  alone 
might  have  been  transferred  to  himfdf. 

The  difciples,  mod  probably,  at  the 
time  our  Lord  told  them  they  would  foon 
defert  and  leave  him  in  diftrefs,  thought 
themfelves  incapable  of  fuch  bafenefs  and 

ingratitude. 
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ingratitude.     It  might  be  pen 

]^Hai,ti^\j'^'^  check  the  arrogance  of  huma 

ticy  woe  mere  men;  flx^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^^^^Uy  j^^^g 

and  reverence  for  mH  are,  of  ourfelves,  to  perfevere  in 

tothcin  what bAm^^^  eft  and  beft  refolutions.     Their 

fto/  erprcfi'y  adnionito*  of  their  Mafter,  being  the  effeft  o 

ontliisliibjeft,iol"^"T  tary  weaknefs  and  fear,  was  not 

/^.W  i,verJ2J3)''*t  to  them  for  guilt:   they  foon  i 

*•  that  every  one  of  )^T  themfelves,  and  returned  to  thi 

„  p  |.  3jj(j  I^  of  Ap^l'  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  he 

fC  has*  and  I,  of^|  ever  afterwards,  manifefted  tbwj 

i' divided'^  was  Panic**]  beloved  Mafter  fo  ftrong  and  z 

ve  bapti^'''  r  attachment,  that  neither  the  cru 

^  Of  ^'  /        *^           [  1        1    •      •               n 

^  ,  n«  ments,  nor  even  death  m  its  molt 

-ftul? 


c  Paul  was  too  jfal*^^'*    f^r'n*  co^ld  make  them  relinqi 
;f  fn  (rlariDJ^'^     intereft  in  him  or  the  publicatic 


''  Pl""!iS  fe**"^'  ^^y  *^  Almighty  grant  us 

he^^^P^     r^olit^C  cheerfully  to  fubmit  to  whateve 

from  tiie  P^"^  ^^  ^i^-  •  fit  and  proper  for  us ;  that  neit 

itid  its  P'^"^  .iichis''*"^  perity  nor  adverfity  may  ever 

und  adoration »     r^si>"  to  forfake  or  negleft  our  religioi 

mig^i^^''^^    if^'  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,  > 

The  difctp^'JJifi,^  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour!    Am 

fi/neourLordtolJ^I 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-FIRST. 


ST.  JOI{N^   CHAP.  XVII. 

AS  the  chapter  we  are  now  enteriog 
upon  confiib  of  one  continued  ipnj* 
er,  addreffed  by  our  bleffed  Lord  to  \k 
heavenly  Father,  for  his  apoftles  and  fcf 
all  his  true  and  faithful  difciples,  I  have 
thought  it  better  to  introduce  the  whok 
together;  left,  by  dividing  it  into  parts, the 
coantefliion  ftiould  be  loft  ;  referving  fadi 
remarks  as  I  may  think  it  neceifary  to 
ritake  upon  it,  and  on  the  fubjefi:  of  prayer 
in  general,  to  be  inferted  afterw^ords. 

"  1.  Thefe  words  fpake  Jefus,  aii4 
"  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  faidf 
*'  Father,  the  hour  is  come ;   glorify  thy 

''Son, 
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''Son,  that  thy  Son  alfo  may 
•*  thee. 

"  2.  As  thou  haft  giv«a  hiu 

"  over  all  flelh,  that  he  fliould  ^ 

CHAPTER  TBI  TTOi      «nal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  gi 

"  3.  And  this  is  life  eternal,  t 

;     "  might  know  thee,  the  only  ti 

"  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  hi 

iT.JOflU,  CW'''         "4-  I  have  glorified  thee  on  t 

**  I  have  finiftied  the  work  wh 

i  S  ttechapw  itat*      "  gaveft  me  to  do. 

A  ntwcx»md»^         "  5-  And  now,  O  Father,  glo 

,Vjt  fM0i      "me  with  thine ownfelf,  with  t 

Zr^^^iJrM^t  ;; j^^'^  ^ ^^^ """**  '^"^ ^^°'^ ' 

«B  his  true  «nd  6«WJ^^  T.^;  j  j^^^^  „,anifefted  thy  m 

thought  11  ■'^J^ '"...  ;,j-;  «  the  men  which  thou  gaveft  i 

together;  '^'''|^':'J,''^  « the  world :  thine  they  were, 

»«*^°*       L."l'i«tf  "gaveft  them  me;  and  they  h 

^^^":i%  "Ayword. 

«keapot^^^^i^  ••7.  Now  they  have  known 

genera/,  wh? J«*'^  «  things,  whatfoever  thou  haft  j 

Ijtjk)  "are  of  thee. 

,^.  Thcfe  »'"*i^f  "8.  For  I  have  given  unto 


fed  up  his  fj^  ^'^     V       «  word,  which  thou  gaveft  me : 
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•*  have  received  thiem,  and  have  koown 
*^  furely  that  I  came  out  from  thee,  and 
"  they  have  believed  that  thou  didftfendme. 

"  9.  I  pray  for  them  :  I  pray  not  for 
*'  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  haft 
^'  given  me :  for  they  are  thine. 

**  10.  And  all  mine  are  thine,  and  thine 
"  are  mine ;  and  I  am  glorified  in  them. 

"  11.  And  now  I  am  no  more  in  the 
*'  world,  but  thefe  are  in  the  world,  and 
**  I  come  to  thee.  Holy  Father,  keep 
**  through  thine  own  name  thofe  ^vhom 
**  thou  has  given  me,  that  they  may  be 
*'  one,  as  we  are. 

"  12.  While  I  was  with  them  in  the 
^*  world,  I  kept  them  in  thy  name :  thofc 
*^  that  thou  gaveft  me  I  have  kept,  and  none 
*'  of  them  is  loft,  but  the  fon  of  perdition; 
^'  that  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled. 

*'  13*  And  now  come  I  to  thee ;  and 
^*  thefe  things  I  fpeak  in  the  world,  that 
'^  they  might  have  my  joy  fulfilled  in 
'*  themfelves. 

"14.  I  have  given  them  thy  word; 
^'  and  the  world  hath   hated   them,  be- 

<f  caufe 


t 

> 

*'k'ciccciVedtliciD,K 
"fuidj  (ktlcameoDtsj^ 


"9*  Iprayfo^tllelll:I|^ 
"tl)eiforW,l)otforttaii^" 
"given me:  forticyaretfe 
^'lo.  Andallminea/cfc  J 
*•  arc  mine;  andlamjIflA-;;, 
^11.  AndnowIaiDifi^  ^■ 
''vorld,  butthcfeartinik^' 
*'/ come  to  tiiee,  Hoijf^ 
''tAiDO^A  tiineownna^^ 
«thou  has  given  flic,  tiBi^'i 
"one,  as  we  are. 

«12.  milelwas^iti*** 
'' world,  Uepttliein  in  ^/^ 

-thattliougaveft'"'^^''^ 

.' tiat  tie  Scripture  niij*;^^- 
.MQ.  And  no^  come  los^^, 

they  might  bm^JPn 
themfehcs.  .^ 

^^,4.  /AaveF^^( 
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caufe  they  are  not  of  the  world 
I  am  not  of  the  world. 
**  15.   I  pray  not  that  thou 
take  them  out  of  the  world, 
thou  Ihouldeft  keep  them  from 
**  16.   They  are  not  of  the  wo 
as  I  am  not  of  the  world. 
"17.  Sanftify  them  through  tl 
thy  word  is  truth. 
"  18.   As  thou  haft  fent  me 
world,  even  fo  have  I  alfo  k 
into  the  world. 

**  19.  And  for  their  fakes  I 
myfelf,  that  they  alfo  might  be  1 
through  the  truth. 
"  20.   Neither  pray  I  for  thel 
but  for  them  alfo  which  fhall  b< 
me  through  their  word ; 
"21.   That  they  all  may  be 
thou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I 
that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us ; 
world  may  believe  that  thou  hafl 
*'  22.  And  the  glory  which  the 
me  I  have  given  them  ;  that  i\ 
be  one,  even  as  we  are  one : 


I 
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''  23.  I  in  them,  and  theu  in  me,  thtt 
"  they  may  be  made  pcrfeft  in  one ;  and 
••  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou 
*'  haft  fent  me,  and  haft  loved  them,  as 
•*  thou  haft  loved  me. 

"  24.  Father,  I  will  that  they  alfo^ 
"  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  mc 
^  where  I  am ;  that  they  may  behold  my 
"  glory,  which  thou  haft  given  me:  for 
^'  thou  lovedft  me  before  the  fooiKlatioa 
**  of  the  world. 

"  25.  O  righteous  Father,  the  worid 
''  hath  not  known  thee :  but  I  have  known 
*'  thee,  and  thefe  have  known  that  thou 
"  haft  fent  me. 

^*  26.  And  I  have  declared  unto  diem 
''  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it ;  that  the 
"  love  wherewith  thou  haft  loved  me  may 
*'  be  in  them,  and  I  in  them.'* 

Although  I  have,  in  a  former  part  of 
this  work,  treated  pretty  much  at  laigeon 
the  neceflity  and  utility  of  prayer,  I  can- 
not fuffcr  this  occafion  to  pals  without 
endeavoring  to  iroprefs  this  duty  ftill  more 

ftrongly 
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«nl  in  tlieBi>x=  ftrongly  on  the  minds  of  my  reade 

,  '^'     ,      !  the  example  as  well  as  precept 

.'St    .r    .  WelM  Saviour. 

•that    '  *"  jJ,X  We  have  many  inftances,  beC 

-haft  lent  me,  and U|  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  lord's  ad 

-thooiafl  loved  Et    ..  y^^^^^^^  j^is  Father,  in  prayer :  : 

"H"  ""'^^'  it  could  be  neceffary  for  him,  who, 

« whom  thou  hail  „  ^j^  godhead  with  his  human  natu 

-where  I  am;  tlatf^T^Lord  of  all,  and  could  have  com 

"  glory,  which  thoii  '■■■.■  Jegjons  of  angels  to  execute  hir  \ 

« thoD  lovedft  w  i^' '  that  whilft  he  continued  in  that  m 

"oftbevoM.  would  prafUfe  all  the  duties  requir 

"  2^'  ^  ^^^^  that  in  him  we  might  have  a  perfeft 

"hath not inowDtiK''*'^  to  look  up  to,  under  every  circui 

-thee,  and  thefeiB»fi»^;  <rf  lifc     ^^Ve  are  told,  that  our 

w haft fent ^^'       ,  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  "P  ^  ^^^ *°  Heave 


y^d  I  havf^  he  ad^reffed  his  Father  :   and  fo 

„  .  r^j^andwi"^*^'  ^,  and  with  confidence,  if  our  1 

udevkKv\ib^^f\  «»^ording  to  the  precepts  of  tl; 

«beiDthcin,an(lI""^  i  G<%U  but,  through  our  own 

'  I  thinefe,  the  conduft  of  the  public: 

.  jiyy^ina^f  ^  not  fo  much  as  dare  lift  up  ' 

I      jjjjpittiinii£''\  to  Heaven,   but  fmote   upon  his 

'^  "^  Jij  <^"'''^  "ij  ^  '^^  generally  fpeaking,  more  be 
XavoriD^^oifl.p^'''*! 
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in  us.  Our  hearts,  however,  muft  be 
always  lifted  up  to  Heaven  when  w  adf- 
drefs  the  Father  of  mercies  :  it  is  the 
heart,  and  the  heart  only,  which  God  will 
accept:  mere  words  of  form  are  worfe 
than  total  negle6l,  and  become  an  ad- 
ditional infult  to  him. 

The  hour  of  our  bleffed  Lord  was  now 
arrived  when  he  (hould  glorify  his  Fathefi 
in  the  mercy  he  would  ftiew  to  mankind, 
by  his  fufiPerings  and  death,  as  an  atone* 
ment  to  the  divine  juftice :  this  glory  the 
Father  would  make  to  (hine  forth  widithc 
utmoft  brightnefs  upon  his  beloved  Son; 
eternal  life  being  promifed,  only  through 
his  merits  and  mediation :  let  us  not,  then, 
deceive  ourfelves  with  any  vain  or  pre- 
fumptuous  thoughts  of  being  able  to  pro- 
cure eternal  life  by  any  other  means ;  but, 
with  the  utmoft  humility,  thankfulnefs  and 
gratitude,  feek  it  where  we  are  fure  we 
(hall  not  be  difappointed ;  for  if  our  hope 
and  truft  in  God  s  mercy  is  fteadily  fixed 
on,  and  through,  the  interceffion  of  our 
bleffed  Redeemer  and  Advocate,  we  (hall, 

through 
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inns,   (krhsm^bz 

thnjslM  up  ioM^ 

(frds  the  Father  of «.. 

heart,  and  the  heart  (»il|f,«l 

accept;  mm  woitb  of fel  ■ 

hn  total  nc^lcdi,^^ 

(fitionalinfuIttoliUD.    ' 

Thehourofourbfcfc'l^* 

arrived  when  he  llioiild^ 

intheraercyheiroaldlt^'-' 

byhisMemgidiaky- 

menttothcdimjiik^^^ 
father  wuWinalc  tote^^ 
utinoflbrightneisopoDiJ'^^ 

eternal  life  beingpro*^; 
J,is  merits  and  inediatiofl.w^' 

^eive  ourfehes  S^ 
rmmousthoushism 

.ij^tAentmo/lhuniiliy^^; 

,.«»*,  Wi"^ 'A 
j/notbedifapH'^ 

:.JiJedeeinerandAd^^' 
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through  him^  enfure  our  own 
and  glorify  God's  infinite  mercy  ai 
jidis  to  his  finful  creatures.     Do 
cxpreflions  in  the  fecond  and  thi 
clearly  prove  that  all  mankind 
come  partakers  of  eternal  life,  if  t 
form  the  tenns  on  which  it  is 
Thcfc  terms  are,  the  knowledg 
only  true  God,   and  of  his  S 
Chrift  ;  in  which  is  neceflarily 
i»bedience  to  his  laws.     How 
ought  we  to  be,  that  this  blefle 
ledge  is  fo  plainly  revealed  ; 
Ignorant,  as  well  as  the  learned 
perfeftly  acquainted  therewith ! 

It  cannot  be  neceflary  to  poi: 
my  readers  the  many  proofs  con 
the  chapter  before  us,  of  the  di 
our  Saviour ;  as  almoft  every  vc 
teftimony  of  it. 

The  only  Son  of  God,  who 
the  Father  before  the  world  w 
quitted  his  feat  of  blifs,  and  ca 
upon  earth,  not  only  by  his  fuffe 
death  to  fave  mankind  from  th< 
4D 
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ment  they  had  incurred  by  their  tranf* 
greffions,  but  alfo  to  enlighten  their  dark 
mindsj  that  they  might  ferve,  honor,  and 
obey  God,  after  an  acceptable  manner.  In 
fo  doing,  Chrift  glorified  his  Father  upon 
earth  ;  and  God  glorified  his  Son,  for  bis 
ready  obedience  to  his  will,  by  command- 
ing every  knee  to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jefts 
Chrift,  and  by  requiring  of  every  one  who 
hoped  for  falvation,  to  pray  for  it,  only, 
in  and  through  the  merits  of  his  beloved 
Son ;  invefting  him  with  all  honor,  power, 
dignity  and  dominion.  Yet  does  our 
blefled  Saviour  condefcend  to  beftow  on 
us  the  appellation  of  brethren.  What  an 
exaltation  to  human  nature,  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  related  to  Chrift: ! 

If  we  are  defirous  of  knowledge,  richeSi 
honors  or  pleafures,  we  are  offered  them 
all  in  his  gofpel.  Shall  we,  then,  follow 
with  the  utmoft  eagemefs,  the  trifles  and 
vanities  of  this  world,  making  them  rf 
confequence,  and  even  eflential  to,  our 
prefent  happinefs,  and  fpending  upon 
them  the  greateft  part  of  our  precious 

time; 
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watthevki  mdS'i     tinie ;  which,  with  talents  fuitabk 

^relioos,  i>utairoto#'   'ends,  was  given  us  for  the  nol 

aoHl«,  that  they  mi^K    pofes?    St.  Luke  informs  us,  i 

obn' God,  alter  an  actepi^^     teenth  chapter  of  his  gofpel  and 

h  6mg,  Qui  glorifeiibj    verfe,  that  even  the  angels  are  gi 

ftrfh -anti Cod ffloMm    tCTcfted  in  man's  welfare:    "Li 

**  fay  unto  you,  there  is  joy  in 

"  fence  of  the  angels  of  God  < 

M  andbyrequinnjofiff    **  Tinner  that  repenteth."    With 

hoped  k  &IvatioD,  to  |ff»|    tonilhment  and  pity  muft  they  lo< 

Son;  invdiinglmM  ^'^  .'^'"^  %  ^^"y  ^^  iJ^P^"^' 
df«„W  and  domm  ^^  P"f 'J^  ™f  Wea^^ '°  ^^^™  "°' 
fclL  Saviour  cooi^'^-     ""^  »nfign»ficant,  than  the  toys  an- 

U5  theappellauon of  ti^^^  j^  ^^^  ^^j^  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j.  ^^^  ^ 
aaJtatJon  to  kmm  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  p^^^^^  ^^j^^  ^^  ^^^ 
kred « related  to  CW.^     j^  ^^^  employment  of  their  tii 


arth:  m 

ready  obedience  to  his  # 

ingeveiyknecto  bom  dK2 


;f  vearedefiroBSofiDO^;  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  carelefsnefs  are  the  g 

mor$orpiea/u/e$,»J    ^,,  j^jj^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^.j^j^^.   performance 

in  his  goipeJ.  "^      ,  jj  duties ;  but  let  us  ever  keep  in  m 

/,  the  utrao/1  eageni  ,    ^  q^^  expefts  an  improvement  of 

hies  of  this  vori°<     ■.  lents  he  has  commited  to  our  cha: 
equence,  and  even  t  pj^^j^  ^j^^  feventh  and  eighth  v 

at  happioe^'  ^'"'  '^l  learn,  that  the  doftrines  delivered 


I 
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proceeded  from  the  Father^  and  diat  the 
difciples  had  properl)r  underftood  and  ap« 
plied  them.  Let  us  endeavor  to  folknr 
their  example ;  and^  by  our  pious  and 
2eaIous  adherence  to  the  word  of  God, 
manifeft  the  {lability  of  our  faith ;  nor  at* 
tend  to  thofe  who  would  throw  a  ftuin- 
bling  block  in  our  wiaty^  and  who,  oat 
content  with  making  innovations  them- 
felves  in  the  facred  Scriptures^  are  coit- 
ftantly  on  the  watch  to  draw^  others  into 
a  participation  of  their  pernicious  do6 
trines. 

Our  blefled  Lord,  knoMring  what  fevert 
trials  and  perfecutions  the  apoftles  would 
have  to  encounter,  prays  to  his  Father  for 
them,  particularly ;  not  that  they  mi^ 
efcape,  but  be  fupported  under  them ;  thcjr 
being  intended  to  fhow  forth  the  honot 
and  glory  of  God,  and  to  be  the  means  of 
promoting  their  own  eternal  happinefs; 
who  were  chofen  as  the  inftruments  of 
univerfal  good  to  mankind,  by  the  propi^ 
gation  of  the  gofpel :  fince  then  could 
not  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  truth  of  the 

religion 
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religion  they  preached,  than  their  patient- 
Ribmiflion  to  every  fpecies  of  trial  and 
periecution,  and  even  to  the  mod  cruel 
death,  in  defence  of  it. 

From  Chrift's  example,  we  may  leam 
that  we  are  permitted  to  addrefs  prayers 
for  our  friends  under  trouble,  danger,  or 
diftrefs ;  but,  as  to  what  relates  to  their 
temporal  concerns,  we  muft  keep  our  de- 
fires  within  due  bounds,  norfu£Fer  anxiety 
For  them,  any  more  than  for  ourfelves,  to 
divert  us  from  the  performance  of  our 
duty  to  God,  or  to  draw  from  us  murmurs 
Bgainft  his  divine  difpenfations.  Worldly 
concerns  muft  never  be  fuffered  to  inter- 
fere with  heavenly  ones. 

Our  Lord  prays  that  his  difciples  might 
be  kept  from  the  evil,  of  fin,  which  in  their 
various  temptations  they  were  in  danger 
of  falling  into,  either  from  the  perfecution 
of  their  enemies  or  from  fpiritual  •  pride, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  temp^ 
tations  thrown  out  by  the  grand  adverfary 
of  mankind  where  great  fpiritual  gifts  are 
granted ;   this  was  a  temptation  which  it 

was 
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was  particularly  incumbent  on  the  apoftles 
to  guard  againft ;  as  on  them  their  Matter 
beftowed  the  power  of  working  miracles, 
for  the  propagation  of  his  faith,  maiing 
them  partakers  of  his  divine  nature,  that 
they  might  follow  his  fteps  in  all  things. 
Our  Saviour  compares  the  love  and 
union  between  his  Father  and  himfelC 
with  that  which  ought  to  fubfift  amougft 
his  difciples.  How,  then,  can  we  call 
ourfelves  Chriftians,  or  prefume  to  fup- 
pofe  that  we  have  any  part  in  Qirift,  if 
we  entertain  malice,  or  are  uncharitable 
one  to  another?  In  St.  Lukes  gofpd, 
(chap.  vi.  ver.  36.)  our  Lord  fays  :  "Be 
"  ye  merciful,  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
"  Heaven  is  merciful ;"  and,  again,  in  St. 
Matthew,  (chap.  v.  ver.  48.)  *'  Be  ye  there* 
"  fore  perfeft,  even  as  your  Father  whick 
•'  is  in  Heaven  is  perfeft.'*  We  cannot  un^ 
derftand  thefe  texts  literally :  we  know  that 
Heaven  and  earth  are  not  wider  afunder, 
than  the  perfeftions  of  our  Maker  and  the 
humble  efforts  of  the  beft  of  the  human 
race  ;   but  we  may  learn  from  them,,  thajt 

it 
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watpamcalarlykibii 

(o^agaM;  ami 

Wlovfcd  the  power  of  wfe 

for  the  propagation  of  1b  ij[ 

thempajtaiersofiisW 

tiej^miglit/biJowiiiifitpi'j 

Our  Saviour  compaieM" 

umon  between  his  faiic*; 

with  that  which  ought  lok'" 

hij  difcipk  Hov.tiaJj; 

ouife/vesChriftiaiis,orp*j' 
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ire  entertain  malice,  or  aitS 

one  to  another?  k^f, 
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k  is  our  duty,  and  ought  to  be  < 
pinefs,  to  endeavor  to  attain  to  tb 
pitch  of  excellence  of  which  our  i 
capable;  and  that  univerfal  beni 
will  make  us  bear  fome  faint  refe 
of  our  merciful  God,  who  is  g« 
gracious  to  all  the  works  of  his  hi 
^  Our  Lord  defires  that  his 
might  fee  his  glory.  As  they  vi 
nefles  of  the  infults  and  fufFering; 
mitted  to,  in  his  {late  of  humili: 
lets  them  have  the  fatisfadion  of 
him  pray  (who  never  prayed  i 
that  they  might  be  with  him  an( 
glory  ;  not  merely  have  a  tranlii 
of  it,  but  to  fee,  enjoy,  and  parta 
for  ever  and  ever,  in  the  manlions 
What  an  unbounded  reward  is  } 
fented  to  all  who  faithfully  love  a 
God,  and  his  Son,  Jefus  Chrift,  v 
hath  fent !  for  this  reward  is  not 
to  the  apoftles,  but  extends  to  all 
difciples  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
Could  we  but  be  perfuaded  to 
affeftions  upon  things  above,  it. 


I 
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duty  of  prayer  would  not  be  fo  jmidk 
ncglefted,  or  performed   with   fo  amdi 
careleffnefs  and  inattention,  a$i$  toooitai 
the  cafe.    Ignorance  is  another  great  bar 
to  the  fervency  of  our  addreiles  to  our 
Maker,  both  public  and  private.    I  truft, 
therefore,  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper 
in  me,  before  I  quit  the  fubjed  of  prayer, 
to  make  fome  few  comments  upon  thatmoft 
excellent  form  taught  us  by  our  bkflbd 
Lord :  this  appears  to  me  the  more  ne- 
ceflary,  as,  in  the  intercourie  I  have  had 
with  the  lower  order  of  young  people, 
(suid,  I  am  much  afraid,  it  is  not  confined 
to  them,)  I  have  generally  found  then 
repeat  this  divine  compofition,  plain  and 
eafy  as  it  is,  without  affixing  any  predfe 
meaning  to  it,  or  feeming  to  underfiand 
what  they  applied  for,  or  the  duties  ^^ 
quired  of  them.     As  this  moft  excellert 
form  of  prayer  always  conftitutes  a  part 
of  our  devotions,  I  flatter  myfelf,  if  i  can 
perfuade  my  readers  to  attend  feriouflyto 
it,  it  may  be  the  means  of  drawing  their 
attention,  in  like  manner,  to  every  other 

form 
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i^  ofppMi  ^°"»  of  prayer,  orpraifewhich^ 

vJfde/  \afsxdr  *ddrefs  to  the  Deity.     With   tl 

^7.  .    J .       j  I  {hall  proceed,  without  further  i 

oitWysandiiattflmP  I 

the  cafe  IgnoraiiaBi4  *P°°Sy- 

wtif  fervency  of  oor  4  «  q^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  j„  H^^ 
Jifaier,l)oclipablicaM|«|- 

theieforc,kwiilMtl)eg  '^  ^j^^^ ^^  confider  the  honor  « 

inme, before Iqinttl"''^^,  ^p^^  ^^^  j^^  j^gj^^g  commanded  t 

tDttdeimthcmai^-  God  by  that  moft  affedionate 

ttoUeni  form  taujb  m  f  revered  name  of '  Father/  are  we 

l/}id:^ip^^^!  niftied  at  his  condefcending  g< 

aS»i^',as,'uiAckm-^  Should    not    this    goodnefs    r; 

villi  tlie  lower  ordff  «n  thoughts  to  the  throne  of  grace  w 

(fai^lm  roach M^'^  ble  gratitude,  and  unbounded  1 

to  than,)  1 1"**''  P^-.  veneration,  for  the  ineftimable 

^tliis^HviDea""!"'"^;  of  being  permitted  to  apply  to 

fSyaskis,  widKiDt^'  is  the  Lord  of  the  univerfe,  by 

■-  M  it.  or  (e^  c  guifcing  and  endearing  a  title  ? 

^dol^m.  ^'^^,   ■  "  Hallowed,  be  thy  name." 

£^mof  piarer«i**r"^?  ^^^  ^^V  "^™^  be  honored  (or  } 

fnurdelouoos,  l^'^f}  throughout  all  the  world ;  may  t 

A       readeis'"^  ^*<=c  of  mankind  unite  in  thy 

jerm  e  ^<j0isi(i^^  and  may  we  never  prefume  to 
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holy  name  lightly,  or  without  the  utmoft 
reverence  and  refpeft,  but  glorify  thee, 
O  Lord.  Gdd,  in  every  thing  whcrciti 
thou  haft  been  pleafed  to  make  thyfelf 
known  to  us. 

Who  can  repeat  this  petition,  yet  think 
themfelves  at  liberty  tp.take  the  namec^ 
the  Lord  their  God  in  vain,  as  too  many 
do  in  (heir  common  converfation  ? 

"  Thy  kingdom  come."* 
Let  the  Lord  rule  over  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth ;  and  let  the  Gofpel  be  publiflicd, 
fpread,  and  profper,  throughout  all  the 
world ;  that  all  mankind  may  become  one 
fold  under  one  ftiepherd,  Jefus  Chrift; 
rtiay  each  of  us  receive  frefli  fupplies  of  thy 
holy  Spirit ;  and  may  the  kingdom  of  grace 
come  and  dwell  in  our.  hearts  here  upon 
earth,  that  we  may  be  conftantly  prepared 
for  thy  kingdom  of  glory  hereafter. 

*'  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in 
**  heaven." 

May  we  conftantly  follow  the  bright  ex- 
ample of  the  blefled  above ;  and,  though 
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ive  cannot  in  this  world  attain  to  their 
height  of  perfedion,  grant  us) grace  that 
we  may,  to  the  atmoft  of.  our  power,  drive 
to  copy  their  excellencies,  in  our  ready 
and  cheerful  obedience  to  thy  will,  that, 
through  the  merits  of  Chrift,  which  have 
raifed  thofe  faints  to  the  height  of  that 
exaltation  and  happinefs  they  now  enjoy, 
we,  thy  finful  creatures,  always  remem- 
bering, that  thou  haft  opened  the  gates  of 
eternal  life  to  us  alfo,  may  enter  therein^ 
and  with  them  become  partakcirs  of  thine 
everlafting  kingdom, 

"Give  us  this  day  pur  daily  bread"*  \ . 
Give  us,  O  God,  every  thing  that  thou 
feeft  to  be  needful  for  us,  both  temporal 
and  fpiritual.  On  thee  alone  we  depend ; 
and,  without  thy  conftant  fupport,  we  muft 
fall  again  to  the  duft  from  which  thou 
formedft  us. 

In  this  moft  excellent  prayer,  which  no 
Chriftian  fliould  omit  to  addrefs  to  the 
throne  of  grace  every  morning  and  even- 
ings we  are  reminded  of  our  conftant  de- 
^  E  ?  "^   pendancc 
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pendance  upon  the  Almighty,  for  foppert 
in  our  different  ftations  of  life.     Thofe 
who  are  poflefled  of  the  largeft  fortunes, 
are  not  therefore  the  lefs  dependant  upoo 
God ;  fince  his  blefling  upon  their  abun- 
dance is  equally  neceffary  to  make  it  oxl- 
tribute  to  nourifh  and  preferve  life,  as  to 
fecure  its  continuance  to  them.    We  ihouid 
Ukewife  remember,  that  riches  arc  only 
lent  to  us ;  and  that,  (hould  God  diiok 
fit  to  recal  them,  we  have  no  pretence  to 
murmur ;  as  he  has  an  undoubted  right  to 
difpofe  of  his  own.     God,  to  (hew  us  the 
little  value  of  fuch  pofleflions  in  his  fight 
and  the  entire  dependance  of  all  his  crea- 
tures upon  him,  even  for  their  daily  bread, 
frequently  makes  the  rich  and  the  poor 
to  change  fituations.      This  confideration 
fhould  teach  us  to  be  content  with  what- 
ever ftation  of  life  God  may  think  fit  to 
place  us  in,  and  make  us  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain his  favor  by  the  performance  of  the 
particular  duties  which  that  (lation  may 
require:   if  he  has  placed    us  in  abun- 
dance, by  becoming  faithful  fie  wards  of 

our 
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peniaaceoptlieiyi^t  <>ar  fuperfluous  wealth ;  ifinpov 

iDOurdifleraniliaBji  induftry,  frugality,  and  a  cheer 

wJk)  are  poffeflcd  oftlitli!r|  miffion  to  his  difpenfaiions. 
arc  not  therefore  the  IdJtei 

God;  fiflcehis  ble%BF'i  "  ^'^'^'''^  "'  °"'  *^^*'*''  ^*  "^^ 

d,«ei. equally necd&n^w  ;?"''*"^'°"'' 

n.   J  .-Wft  May  we  ever  remember  the  terr 

tribute  to  nounlh  and  pw  i .  i     i        .u       u  a           t  j 

;,uif  which  alone  thou  haft  promiled 

'^             ,     ,    a,j  nvenefs  of  our  offences,  by  Ihewi 

H""^  "^f!'  I5  cy  to  others,  as  thou  haft  fhewec 

Jcnttoiw;  and  that,  IWJ  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^  ^^^^^.^ 

ft  to  recaJ  them,  «eta« J  our  fellow-creatures,  thinking  n< 

jDonnur,asl)eha$aiiii»i<«»\  ^j^^  flow  to  anger,  and  ready 

difpofe  of  his  own.  W\,  ^„  jhem  when  they  have  given 

iittic  value  of  fuchpolWWjl^  caufe  of  offence,  as  we  hope  for 

and  the  entire  ^?^"^^L  of  our  innumerable  offences  agaii 

turtsvm^'^'"',!  6urGod. 

tocAaDgefituation*.  ^    j  Shall  we  prefume  to  repeat  thi 

liould  teach  us  to  be  """''''L  prayer,  if  we  are  not  in  love  and 

ver  ftauo"  ^^^'^^  ^"^  '"'L  s-  ^"^  *^^  ^^""^  fellow-creatures  ?     S 

hceusin,iii^''^^'^^      I  dare  to  refufe  them  forgiveoefs 

;    his  favor  hy  ^  P^'"yr  ^'*"^'^^<*  pence,  when  we  are  at  tl 

•  uiar  datKS  vhich  li"  "'^;  time  indebted  to  our  Lord  ten  tl 

■  e-  if  be  has  P^J^i  talents  ;   he  having  exprefsly  d< 
.^^  by  fjefoniJDg 


is  here  made  ufe  of  for  t 
offences,  yet  it  feems  particuk 
to  the  cafes  of  fuch  perfbns  a 
unavoidable  misfortunes  and 
fault  of  their  own,  have  1 
debtors;  without  the  ability  t 
exercife  all  the  feverity  wh 
gives  us  (for  the  purpofe  ol 
frauds)  over  fuch  unhappy 
furely  inconfiftent  with  that  1 
rity  here  ipiplied ;  particular] 
confidered  that  fuch  feverity, 
nefiting  ourfelves,  deprives  the 
objefl  of  it  of  the  means  of 
port,  and  frequently  proves  i 
deftrudion  to  a  whole  family. 


.  .  tations,  and  affift  us  with  thy  graa 

Tk  if  we  forr  «8  ^^^  ^^  f^jj  i^^^  them,  that  we 

pafe,  DetthcMi..  y^-^  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^^^^p^  p^^^^  ^^^  ^^p^„, 

forgive  our  trefpafo  becomes  thy  true  and  faithful  fe 

I  cannot  dofe  m  -  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 

Bjariing,  that  althou^  -  ^^y^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  temptations  of  c 

h  hae  made  tilt «:  ■  corrupt  hearts ;  and  above  all  thinj 

offences,  yet  it  fca*  f^-  qs  not  prefumptuoufly  to  run  into 

totbccafesoffin^^'F*'  in  the  vain  hope  that  we  have  i 
Sufficient  to  efcape ;  but  let  us  < 


ooavon 


m&'- 


fault  of  their  own.  ^^'-   member  that  our  utmoft  ftrengtl 

(fcbtor^  without  tkssufl'    urieaknefs,  without  the  afliftance 

fltrf  aJl  the  M.-^,   pee. 

^vcsus(forthfp^*|- 

Luds)  over  foct"  ""'"l^j      I"  all   the   various   temptatioi 

f    ivinconfifleni  !*''■'■'      which  we  are  conftantly  furroui 

"where implied ;P^"*.    ^^,  ^o'"^^*  ^^  ^*"  ^^  perfeftly 


-I    jjjgtfucble^^'"    whilft  we  place  our  entire  dep 
,f  the  m^**     out  for  our  good :  for,  though  he 


upon  God:   he  will  caufe  them 


UuAo(  it  of  the  in«"".  ■  —  '"•  ""*  6"""  •  »""» "'^'•6 

.  fj^uentl)  P'^^^^1  "s  to  be  tempted,  the  fault  lies 

P°^'^.    .-avhok'Jf^      fclves,  if  we  are  drawn  to  do  ev 

dcfln»^^°  never  tempts  us  to  do  evil ;  but  ^fi 

A  iDOti""*'''^    ^^  temptation,  make  a  way  fo 

w^nfllea  "efcape.  But ifwe  knowingly  rune 
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into  temptations,  it  would  argue  the  uU 
mod  prefumption,  as  weU  as  folly,  to  ex- 
pe6l  that  the  Almighty  fhould  interfere 
to  prevent  the  natural  confequences  of 
our  own  wilful nefs  and  perverfenels. 

One  of  the  greateft  temptations  young 
people  can  fubjeft  themfelvcs  to,  arifes 
from  reading  improper  books^  and  keep- 
ing bad  company  :  ••  Evil  communication 
**  (fays  St.  Paul)  corrupts  good  manners.' 
It  is  as  dangerous  to  their  peace  and  hap 
pinefs,  both  here  and  hereafter,  as  rocks 
and  quickfands  to  the  lives  and  fafetyof 
mariners. 

"  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
•*  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and 
•*  ever.     Amen, 

Thou,  O  God,  art  the  Creator  and  fupreme 
Ruler  over  the  whole  univerfe :  thy 
power  is  infinite,  and  thy  glory  fhall  en- 
dure for  ever.  To  thee,  therefore,  be  at 
cribcd,  as  is  moft  juftly  due,  all  honor, 
might,  majefty,  and  dominion  ;  and  may 
thy  holy  name  be  celebrated  by  all  the' 

creatures 


jJl  TH£LIH.l\W 

kotfinputioM,  iiw»:« 
niollprc/iiniption,«i«lu 


peel  thai  ihc     ,  , 
10  prevent  the  luiiinl" 
oorowiwilfulKlija'F', 
Ottcoftlicgmtt'i«^|; 
people  can  fubjefl  ili*  ;♦ 

ftom  reading  iopnF'*? 
JngbadcompaDf:"^'^'*'- 

"(faysSt  Paul]  w'"!*^' 
It  is  as  dangerouj  to  ilflff^ 

andquicifafldstotlebe^' 
marinen. 

«  For  thine  i5tl''i»''^. 
«  power,  and  tkf^«^'^'' 
"ever.  Amcfl-  :, 
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Crtatuires  thou  haft  formed  and  fi 
World  without  end.     So  be  it« 

All  our  prayers  which  are 
with  humility,  piety,  and  true 
the  throiie  of  grace,  may  be  c 
as  tending  to  the  honor  and  glor) 
as  we  then  fulfil  his  commands, 
nifeft  our  entire  dependance  u 
confidence  in,  the  mercy,  wifdc 
nefs,  and  power  of  our  Mak< 
though  King  of  kings  and  Lore 
the  creator  and  preferver  of  a 
condefcends  to  the  humble  fup 
of  his  creatures,  thereby  affordii 
convincing  proof  that  he  does 
look  the  leaft  of  all  his  works, 
ftantly  guards  and  protefls  the: 
good  providence.  This  muft 
excite  in  us  the  utmoft  love,  ac 
and  gratitude,  and  make  us  ad 
giving  and  praifes  to  our  pra 
delightful  is  this  employment  to 
ful  mind^  that,  we  learn  from  I 
it  forms  a  confiderable  part  of  tl 
4F 
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of  thofe  blefled  fpirits  who  are  inhabitants 
of  thofe  regions  of  immortality  at  which 
we  all  hope  to  arrive. 

That  thefe  hopes  may  be  reaJizcd  to 
us  all,  may  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
grant,  through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrifti 
our  Lord !    Amen ;  So  be  it* 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-SECGND. 


ST.  JOHN,   CHAP,  XVIII. 


WE  arc  now  come  to  the  account 
of  thofe  unparalleled  cruelties  and 
fufferings,  ending  in  a  mod  painful  and 
ignominious  deaths  to  which  the  Lord  of 
life  fubmitted  for  loft  mankind.  Here  let 
us  paufe  awhile,  and  colleft  our  fcattered 
thoughts,  that  we  may  enter  upon  the 
confideration  of  the  awful  fubjeft  with 
that  deliberation  and  reverence  which  it 
has  a  right  to  claim. 

Let  us  confider,  in  the  firft  place,  what 
ivas  the  caufe  of  this  direful  tragedy ;  and, 
ivhilft  we  indulge  the  feelings  of  indig- 
nation and  horror  at  the  authors  of  it, 
^F  2  .  let 
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let  us  examine  how  far  we  are  ourielves 
partakers  of  their  guilt. 

Was  it  not  fin,  that  dire  and  baneful 
enemy  of  the  whole  human  race,  wbichi 
by  depriving  man  of  the  favot  of  his 
Maker  and  banilhing  him  from  his  pre^ 
fence,  rendered  an  atonement  neceffary, 
before  he  could  be  again  admitted  as  aa 
obje6l  of  th^t  happinefs  which  his  bene^ 
ficent  Creator  intended  for  him?  Sin, 
then,  being  the  primary  caufe,  he  only 
who  is  free  from  (in  can  claim  an  exemp- 
tion from  being  an  accomplice  in  thofc 
afts  which  we  cannot  even  think  of  with* 
out  indignation :  and,  partial  as  we  are 
to  our  own  failings,  (I  conceive)  no  man 
will  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  declare 
himfelf  free  from  the  common  lot  of  hu- 
manity. Let  him  put  the  queftion  to  his 
unbiaffed  confcience,.  and  it  will  reply  to 
him,  as  the  prophet  Nathan  did  to  David, 
Thou  art  the  ^1an  :  nay,  ftill  morp  guilty 
is  the  Chriftian,  who,  with  the  example  of 
the  Jews  before  his  eyes,  commits  wilful  and 
prefumptuous  fins ;  fmce  he  m^y  be  con- 

fidercd 
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let  OS  examiDC  how  kti  fidered  as  crucifying  his  Lord  afrel 

pinaicB  of  their  gnJi  therefore,  the  difmal  fcene  on  vv 

Was  it  not  fin,  kk  are  now  about  to  enter,  produce 

enemy  of  the  wholete,  ^ffe^  upon  our  hearts,  by  turn 

by  icptim  m  of  i*  ^"ge'"  ^o"*  ^^«  ""^^  J^^''*  ^*»°  ' 

J    J     .»A.-y  for  our  own  tranlgremons :   let  i 

fence,  rendered  an  aioa*  ]  .  •  e 

1       ij  L.  «.fliii  ™  ^^  *"^"  ^^  abhorrence  ot  th« 

before  he  could  be  a^^.  ^^.^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

objea  of  that  h^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^  ^„  ^„ 

ficent  Creator  intenW  «-  g^deavors,  we  may  forfake  them, 

tkii,  being  the  P™^  their  ftead,  feek  after  and  cheril 

vbo  is  free  from  fin  oi^  Chriftian  grace  and  virtue  which  cj 

tiofl  from  being  aa  J«  r  ^^^  profeflion ;  then  every  tear 

^  which  »t  cannot  tvai  _  ^^^  ^^^^  fufferings  of  our  Redeeme 

(,utindignaticMi:^'''Pr.  a  pearl,  of  great  price.    But  let  uj 

to  our  o»Ti  ^i^^^> '     .J  ceive  ourfelves  :  the  grief  we  ma 

viU  be  (o  prcfiunp""'^*.  the  relation  of  them,  except  wii 

jjinifelf  fj^  ^^  ^  ^^  Jt  f'^rence  to  ourfelves,  and  which  w 

manity.  Lrthinip''''".\,  equally  feel  at  any  other  fcene  of 

unbiafledconfcifl'fe'^^'"J(:  >«  nothing  worth ;  it  does  not 

-.    istheP^?^      «^  ^^^^  religion,  but  from  the  nat 

,  '  ^  tJie  man :  "^f'  ^  pulfe  of  every  mind  not  renderec 

tbeChrifi'^^^^'^^^  callous  by  vice.     Our  Lord  hii 

'  jcyfsbeforehisef^'^j  the  way  to  his  crucifixion,  (as  re! 
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St.  Luke^  chap,  xxiil  ver.  28.)  tells  the 
women  of  Jcrufalem  :  *'  Weep  not  for 
*'  me,  but  weep  for  yourfelvcs,  and  for 
"your  children:'*  and  although  by  this 
our  Saviour  foretold  the  deftra^on  of 
Jerufalem,  and  the  fufiFerings  the  inhabi- 
tants would  draw  upon  themfelves,  as  a 
puniHiment  for  their  wickednefs  to  him, 
it  alfo  teaches  us  that,  when  we  moam 
our  Lord's  fufiFerings,  we  fhould  not  for* 
get  ourfelves,  and  the  (hare  we  had  in 
them.   This  ferioufly  and  rightly  attended 
to,  cannot  fail  to  work  in  us  a  thorou^ 
reformation  and  amendment  of  life :  and 
if  our  forrow  produces  this  bleffed  effeft, 
we  may  be  affured  it  is  fuch  a  forrow  as 
will  be  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  the  beft  and  trueft  return  of  homage 
and  gratitude  we  can  offer  him,  for  his  in- 
finite goodnefs  in  that  firft  and  greatcft 
of  bleffings. — the  redemption  of  mankind, 
by  the  fufferings  and  death  of  his  Son, 
Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord. 


Ai 
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fOOCDof  Jcnifalai;'^^ 

«  your  children  :"Jif^.  i" 
oof  Saviour  foraoliitK: 
j^falOT.andtl)tfiifefil 
ttnts  would  dravrtipoE*^ 
piDuneDtfortbrtl^ 
it  alfo  teaches  as  tlui,*] 

oar  Lord's  falfciiiip,«';= 
-rtomfelves.  and  tilt  fif^ 

jj^.  ThisfcriouMfj 
«,,  cannot feilto^(»':.. 
^formationanda^eod^^ 
ifoarforrowprod""*^. 
w.»aybeaM««; 

andthebcftandt™*^;^; 
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As  there  are  many  particulars 
iffeding  (lory  mentioned  by  tli 
cvangelifts  which  are  omitted  by  5 
I  fhall  (as  upon  former  occafion 
duce  them  into  fuch  parts  of  the 
they  appear  to  me  to  belong  to. 

"  1.  When.Jefus  had  fpoke 
•*  words,  he  went  forth  with  his  i 
**  over  the  brook  Cedron,  where 
*'  garden,  into  the  which  he  entei 

his  difciples. 

"  2.  And  Judas  alfo,  which  h 
"  him,  knew  the  place  ;  for  Je 
"  times  reforted  thither  with  his  di 

Our  bleffed  Lord  taught  the  m 
tkuly,  in  the  fynagogues  and  public 
but  it  appears  to  have  been  his  j 
when  he  would  inftruft  his  difcij 
yately,  to  retire  with  them,  as  he  d 
toagarden  near  toJerufalem,over  tl: 
Cedron,  (probably  at  the  foot  of  th( 
of  Olives,  and  which  we  are,  told 
Matthew  was  called  Gethfemane)*  ' 
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he  now  repaired  with  his  difciples,  to  pre* 
pare  for  the  approaching  awful  fceiie,and 
to  give  them  his  laft  in{lru6lions. 

(St.  Matthew,  chap.  xxvi.  ver.  37.  to 
45.  inclufive)  :  "  And  he  took  with  him 
"  Peter,  and  the  two  fons  of  Zlebedee,  and 
*'  began  to  be  forrowful  and  very  heavy. 
**  Then  faith  he  unto  them.  My  foul  is  cx- 
**  ceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death : 
•*  tarry  ye  here  and  watch  with  me.  And 
'*  he  went  a  little  farther,  and  fell  on  his 
"  face,  and  prayed,  faying,  O  my  Father, 
•  if  it  be  poflible,  let  this  cup  pafs  from 
*'  me  :  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
••  thou  wilt.  And  he  cometh  unto  the 
^  difciples,  and  findeth  them  afleep,  and 
•*  faith  unto  Peter,  What,  could  yc  not 
•*  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?  Watch  and 
•*  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptaU(Mi: 
"  the  fpirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  fldh 
•'  is  weak.  He  went  again  the  fecood 
"  time,  and  prayed,  faying,  O  my  Father, 
•*  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away  from  me, 
*'  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done. 
••  And  he  came  and  found  them  afleep 

"  again: 
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^  again,  for  their  eyes  were  heavy.  And 
^  he  left  them,  and  went  away  again,  and 
**  prayed  the  third  time,  faying  the  fame 
**  words.  Then  cometh  he  to  his  difciples, 
^  and  faith  unto  them.  Sleep  on  now,  and 
f^  take  your  reft :  behold,  the  hour  is  at 
••  hand,  and  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed 
V  into  the  hands  of  finners."* 
.  As  forrow  ever  wifties  to  withdraw 
r^fipom  commori  obfervation,  our  Lord  fe- 
.lefts  three  of  his  difciples,  (Peter,  James, 
TUkd  John,)  and  taking  them  apart  from  the 
left,  charges  them  to  watch  with  him,  that 
he  might  not  be  interrupted  in  the  perform- 
juice  of  his  religious  duties ;  then,  retirihg 
toaftill  more  private  place,  he  gives  himfelf 
up  entirely  to  prayer.  And  to  fuch  ex- 
ccfs  did  his  agony  now  arife,  that  human^ 
weaknefs,  for  a  moment  overcoming  the 
^  fortitude  of  his  foul,  forced  from  him 
a  prayer.  That  if  it  were  poflible,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  talk  he  had  undertaken, 
the  cup  might  pafs  from  him ;  yet,  in  the 
fiirae  inftant,  qualifying  his  prayer  by  im- 
plicit fubmiflion  to  his  Father's  will. 

4G  Let 
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Let  us  not  pafs  over  this  part  cf  the 
fubjed  without  calling  to  mind  that  the 
perfon  fufFering  all  th^fe  agonizing  tor- 
ments, which  were  to  be  concluded  by  a 
painful  and  ignominious  deaths  wv  the 
King  of  kings,  the  Son  of  Qpd  hingJUfi 
the  glory  of  Heaven  and  e^rthj  and  that 
he  fubmitted  to  them  all  to  enfuie  elsrpal 
life,  not  for  faithful  feryants  9q4  frieads, 
but  for  an  ungrateful  race,  who.  had  bom  - 
the  beginning  been  trsdtors  and  rehch  t/t 
hf^  own  and  his  Fath^'s  authority.    I^ 
tvonderfully  does  t^his  cond^rationaudjil^ 
the  condefcenfion  and  generofity  of  foch 
^facrifice;  which  exceeds  every  thing  QU 
confined  faculties  can  comprehend,  and 
afiprds  an  inftance  of  fuch  love,  9ft  goip 
but  God  himfelf  could  ftew.     Can  Wf 
ope,  then,  (erioufly  receding  upoa  hi» 
owiji  wre^hed  coQdition  without  Hia  bli# 
\  ed  Saviour's  aid  and  affiiUnce,  hfdiikato 
one  moment  to  accept  of  falvatioa  on  tfad 
gracious  terms  he  offei:s  it  ?• 

Jefus  then  returning  to  his   difciplei» 
and  finding  them  afleep,  gently  rebukes 

theiDi 


? 


|9< 
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let  lu  oot  pabmsi  <lMI&i>  ^^  ^cir  SLpparttit  Warded 

Uxd  pimt  calfd  Indififetfehd^ ;  i^aUiiin^  thtth  of  ti 

jidbn  fulferinj  J^ta,  %  of  griardmg  agamft  temptatk 

Bjcnts,whichwert[cl!c  (as  aftetWardi  ^auailly  happfened, 

^oiiim,  ikSfflf  i^^'zed  ai)^  dvertOttie  by  h:  but 

hefabmittedtod^^^    Sl'^^^r     r'   w  •  S'"" 

r  f  L  I    ■     freaknefs  of  thfeir  nature.     He  i 

fife,  not  for  W"^'^^""   >.  ■  f   >      »•     •     ■  ^ 

"*»  ■  M  „ .    biles :  rewiat*  his  ftfpphcatiom  to 

ouiM»«ui«i5         ^fter:  again  returns,  and  warns 

j^  1^  b«n  ua^  ^^     T^g^ .  add^ffing  himfelf 

l«?<>'«''«"^^",'^«Weto  the  throne  of  grace,  to  be 

wonderfully  Aw  ttoB^:  if  j^,l,le,  fro^^  agonies  whicfe  e: 

tiKCODdcfcenfion»»^?*Jfeittart  fortitude  to  bear,  h  (as 

a&crifice;  wli«Ji«^«*'|J  ttrfd  ,jy  g^   ^uke)  ftrengthenid 

confined  facukio cm fj^  i^etfrom  Heaven;  \frhen,  know 

^t^ioin^^      '   Aft  hour  of  man's  redemption  vi 

l^QoitiiSfcm^'^  arrived,  he  calls  up  all  his  refoli 

ope,  ik^>  ^'^..^'^  %pbri:  him  on  that  trying occafio 

i   ovi^^^^'^^^^\  ^^^'^^^o  his  difciples,  tells  thei 

t  edSi^-'J^'^  ^  "'"'a!!  "^y  °°^  ^^  *^^^''  ^^»  '^^^  ^ 
r       jponicnt  w  accept  of^  gle  is  over,-and  he  who  (hould  bet 


;tenDslie'^^'"'\./"'«*iK»»** 


^'^'-'"'tieDretun.ioiJ^i'!'  4G2 


I 
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A&  our  blefled  Lord  was  ftrengtlieiMd 
under  his  fufFeringsby  an  angd/Ietusnot 
doubt  but  we  alfo,  when  overwhelmed  by 
calamity  from  which  no  human  power  can 
relieve  us,  (hall,  if  we  place  our  depend* 
ance  upon  God,  receive  affiftance  &oa 
him,  who  alone  is  able  to  fave  us. 

^^  3-  Jud?^  then,  having  received  t 
"  band  of  men  and  officers  from  the  chief 
"  priefts  and  Pharifees,  cometh  thithc? 
*'  with  lanterns,  and  torches,  and  weapons, 

"4.  Jefus,  therefore,  knowing  all  things 
•*  that  fhould  come  upon  him,  went  fonh, 
"  and  faid  unto  them,   Whom  feek  ye? 

"  5.  They  anfwered  him,  Jefus  of  N»- 
"  zareth.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  I  am 
"  he.  And  Judas  alfo,  which  betrayed 
**  him,  flood  with  them. 

'*  6.  As  foon  then  as  he  had  faid  voM 
"  them,  I  am  he,  they  went  backward, 
*'  and  fell  to  the  ground. 

'^  7.  Then  afked  he  them  again.  Whom 
''  feek  ye  ?  And  they  faid,  Jefus  of  Na» 
f*  zareth. 

'^  8.  Jefus 
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Mm  hMeildK 

twealfo,iias. 
w»«.;  fromwhicliiiok" 
jtkrem,  M,  hj^,. 
tott  upon  Cod,  wet  ^* 
^,  who  aioDC  is  11)1(1'!''' 

««.  Jiiiis  tlien,  b«|; 
"band  of  men  and  ofcs^, 
"prie/b  and  1^.^' 

«  and  faid  unto  tlifl",^' 
"5.  Theyanfw'^^'  •• 

«/^.   AndJadaiA'i^ 
*  Aim,  flood  wtfci'w^.. 

"n.  T/^naftedl^tMj; 
kiye?Andtteyfi^^ 
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n\ 


8.  Jcfus  anfwcred,  I  have 
^  that  1  am  he.  If,  therefore,  yt 
^*  let  thefe  go  their  way  : 

*'  9.  That  the  faying  might  b< 
**  which  he  fpake.  Of  them  wl: 
^  gaveft  me  have  I  loft  none.** 

We  have  here  an  inftance  of  the 
depravity  to  which  human  natur 
impelled,  by  the  bafe  paflions  c 
and  refentment :  the  man  who  ' 
admitted  as  an  inmate  of  his  m 
mily,  a  gueft  at  his  table,  and  t: 
a  friend  rather  than  a  (ervant, 
vantage  of  the  knowledge  he  hac 
gained  of  his  places  of  retireme 
tray  hiip,  for  a  paltry  bribe,  or  in 
for  hi«  having  dete6led  him  in  hi 
lent  praftices.  If  any  thing  cou 
the  guilt  of  fo  foul  a  tranfaftion, 
be  the  ftriftnefs  with  which  the 
hofpitality  were  obferved  amc 
Jews,  (with  whom  the  partakin 
fame  meal  was  regarded  as  a  fee 
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of  friendfliip,)  and  the  hypocitacal  iitiui- 
ner  in  which,  as  we  are  told  by  Su  Mtf K; 
it  was  efFe6led :  namely,  un^r  the  taSk 
erf  a  friendly  falutation.  The  majefiic 
C0ndu6l  of  our  blefled  Saviour  uf(m  ihii 
occafion,  cannot  efcape  our  obfetvatioQ: 
firm  in  confcious  re6litude,  he  at  <Nice 
^clares  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon  Hkey  are 
in  feairch  of.  Struck  wicb  awe  «  ib  nf* 
commoif  a  declaratioft,  atid  at  the  nobte 
Jleadinefs  of  his  condu£^,  ihdy  ftfp  Mridte 
ibrget  their  guilty  purpofe,  And  fall  ptO» 
fttate  on  the  ground:  bi»  it  being oltf 
Lord's  moft  gracious  defign  to  give'  hiii^' 
felf  up  to  their  power,  for  the  accoittplilk- 
ment  of  man's  redemption,  (for,  unlcfe 
he  had  voluntarily  fubmitted,  no  foite' 
could  have  prevailed  againft  him,)  he  per- 
mits them  to  rife,  and  again  qXieftiofis 
them  Whom  they  feek  ?  and  when  they 
repeat  that  it  is  *  Jefus  of  Nazareth,'  he 
again  declares  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon; 
reminding  them  that  their  comniiilion  ex- 
tended only  to  the  fecuring  of  his  perfcm, 

and 
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fkR4  that  therefore  they  could 

vattvm,ii wa*  ofetence  to  moleft  his  difciples. 

difmi&fUm.\  <»  10.    Then   Simon -Peter, 

ttdoB  of  our  bleftij  Ml  ^  fword,  drew  it,  aiid  fmote  the  hij 

occafioo,  cum  efcipcni  1^  fervent,  and  cut  off  his  right  e 

fan  in  confcious  Mi  **  fervant's  name  was  Malchua. 

kdmMAfiok^^  "  u.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  I 

.   iofearcb  of.  Stiodii«|  ^*  up  thy  fword  into  the  flieath  : 

amODi  ()Kl»atioB,aiit  "  which  my  Father  hath  given 

tahdidf)kcaM,^S  *  I  not  drink  it  ?"    Anditisadc 

hfgetAarioitf^4  V>^^^  ^X  ^t.  Matthew:    ''For 

jtefc  on  ik  grod  ^^ii  "  ^^^  ^^^  '^  ^^^0'^  fl»a"  P"»fl 

I^',«oft.gra«*^»/S  J'f^^^'^^^-     Thinkeft  thou  that 

0nptotheirp(««r>*-t-  «now  pray  to  my  Father,  and 

^roffflan'5/eM^^  J^prefently  givejne  more^tha: 

*^  ted  v«'""«^^^;  .sSptuTfbe  fuimVtla 

««|rfte^prfa^*^.  ^'Ciuft  be?"     In  the  relation 

aits  thm  YVi?>r  Jtranfaaions,  St.  Luke  tells  fort 


them  \Vhm  mm.      •  ^  ^  touched  his  ear  and  healed  1 

ggm  Axlsm  hifflfe''  '1  ^  pet«r»s  zeal  for  his  mailer's  fer 

rtmiaiH  tkoJ  Aaj  t**!'  ^^^  jgain  manifefts  itfelf :  his  prefent 

coded  only  to  the  fecomig     ^  ^j^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  profeffions 
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ncfs  to  rifk  his  life  for  him,  were  finctte^ 
and  from  his  heart.  But  this  was  not  the 
kind  of  fervice  his  matter  required  of  him : 
his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world.  Had 
he  been  inclined  to  refift,  would  he  hav6 
made  ufe  of  the  feeble  aid  of  man,  vbea 
he  had  the  whole  heavenly  hoft  at  hit 
command  ?  The  denunciation  agaifift  all 
thofe  who  take  the  fword.  That  they  (hall 
perifh  with  the  fword,  ought,  I  conceive, 
to  be  underftood  of  thofe  who  employ  it 
unlawfully,  on  private  occafions,  or  for 
the  purpofes  of  perfecution.  With  this 
text  fo  exprefsly  againfl:  them,  I  know 
not  how  the  profeflbrs  of  Ch rift ianity  have 
been  able  to  reconcile  thofe  dreadful  waB 
and  perfecutions  for  religious  opinions, 
which  have  deluged  the  world  with  blooi 
From  the  example  of  our  bleffed  Sa- 
viour's implicit  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of 
his  Father,  we  may  learn,  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  receive,  with  patience  and  refig- 
nation,  the  cup  of  affliftion,  whenever  it 
pleafes  God,  for  his  wife  purpofes,  to  fend 
it  to  us. 

When 


6oD  miifim 

juaADoiiiisiiean  k^ 
imdoffervkehisraiki 
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When  we  read  that  our  blefl 
healed  the  wounded  man — the  i 
had  come  out  againft  him,  as 
felon,  with  fword  and  ftafF,  can 
admiring  his  wonderful  mercy  ar 
nity?  Nor  is  the  ftupidity  ai 
heartednefs  of  thofe  who  had  con 
apprehend  him,  lefs  remarkabh 
they  could  fee  him  perform  fo 
miracle,  and  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
perfevere  in  their  wicked  atta 
him,  would  be  incredible,  did  wc 
it  recorded  in  the  book  of  truth. 

**  12.  Then  the  band,  and  the 
"  and  the  officers  of  the  Jews,  tO( 
"  and  bound  him, 

"13.  And  led  him  away  to  An 
^  (for  he  was  father-in-law  to  ( 
**  which  was  the  high  prieft  tl 
**  year.) 

'*  14.  Now  Caiaphas  was  -h 
•*  gave  counfel  to  the  Jews,  tha 
^*  expedient  that  one  man  Ihouh 
'*  the  people.** 

4H 
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As  k  is  no  where  mentioned  ^t  An- 
nas was  in  any  public  emf^ojonent,  i( 
does  not  appear  that  the  officers  could 
have  liad  any  other  vkw  in  carrying  our 
Lord  before  him,  than  that  of  gntifyiiig 
the  idle  curiofity  of  this  lelation  oC  the 
high  prieft,  and  adding  a  new  infuk  to 
their  prifoner.  Caiaphas,  as  hl^  prieftp 
had  before  propfaefied  the  death  of  the 
mefli^ :  it  was  the  very  effimce  of  the 
Jewifh  law,  and  the  ohycA  of  all  its  types 
l^nd  ceremonies.  That  one  man  was  to  die 
for  the  people ;  and,  upon  the  groond  of 
this  general  belief  amongfl:  the  Jews,  al- 
though they  difbelieved  bur  Lord  to  be 
the  mefhah,  he  fcrupled  not  to  form  his 
plot  for  the  deftruftion  of  an  innocent 
perfon,  whofe  doftrines  were  likely  to 
prove  deftruftive  to  his  felf-intcfrefted  views 
and  thofe  of  his  afibciates  in  office.  8^ 
fore  a  judge  fo  prejudiced  and  unprin- 
cipled, was  our  Lord  dragged,  to  undergo 
the  ceremony  of  a  mock  trial. 

We  are  told  by  St.  Mark,  (chap.  xiv. 
ver.  50.)  that,  upon  the  apprehenfion  of 

oar 
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^ar  Lord^  the  difciplea  *'«U  fomiaok  faim, 
»amd  fled." 

^15.  And  Simon-Peter  followed  Jefus^ 
^  and  fo  did  another  difciple.  That  dif^ 
'^  cipic  was  known  unto  the  high  prieft^ 
''and  went  in  with  Jefus  into  the  palace 
^  of  the  high  prieft. 

**  16.  But  Peter  ftood  at  the  doorwith* 
f^  out*  Then  went  out  that  other  difciple^ 
^  which  was  known  unto  the  high  prieft, 
'  and  fpake  unto  her  that  kept  the  door, 

*  and  brought  in  Peter. 

**  17.   Then  faith  the  damfel  that  kept  ♦ 

*  the  door  unto  Peter,  Art  not  thou  alfo 
'  one  of  this  man's  difciples  ?   He  faith,  I 

*  am  not. 

^^  18.  And  the  fervants  and  officers 
'  flood  there,  who  had  made  a  fire  of 
'  coals,  for  it  was  cold,  and  they  warmed 
'  themlelves  :  and  Peter  ftood  with  them, 
^  and  warmed  himfelf." 

The  defertion  of  the  difciples  came  to 

pais,  91s  had  been  foretold  by  our  blefled 

4H  2  Lord : 
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Lord :  but  what  Ihall  we  fay  of  Pctef  j 
he  who  had  fo  confidently  boafted.  That 
though  all  men  (hould  be  offended  be- 
caufe  of  his  mafter,  yet  he  would  never 
be  offended,  and  that  he  would  die  with 
him  rather  than  deny  him  ?  Of  his  fin*  • 
cerity,  at  the  time,  we  cannot  doubt;  nay, 
he  had  but  juft  before  given  a  proof  of  it, 
in  expofing  himfeif  to  danger  in  his  maf- 
ter's  caufe.  Alas,  fuch  is  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  that  we  can  place  no  re- 
liance upon  our  bed  refolves !  Nofoon- 
cr  is  he  charged  with  being  the  difciplcof 
Jefus,  than  his  heart  is  overcome  with 
fear,  and  he  confidently  makes  his  firft 
denial  of  his  Lord  in  his  diftreis. 

""  ig.  The  high  prieft  then  aflced  Jcfos 
^'  of  his  difciples,  and  of  his  dodrine. 

"  20.  Jefus  anfwered  him,  I  fpake  open- 
"  ly  to  the  world ;  I  ever  taught  in  die 
"  Synagogue,  and  in  the  Temple,  whither 
"  the  Jews  always  refort ;  and  in  fecict 
*'  have  I  faid  nothing. 

"  21.  Why  a&eft  thou  me  ?  afk  them 

^  vfhkh 
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••  which  heard  me,  what  I  have  faid  unto 
*'  them :  behold,  they  know  what  I  faid. 

•*  22*  And  when  he  had  thus  fpoken, 
**  one  of  the  officers  which  flood  by  flruck 
^*  Jefus  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  faying, 
'*  Anfwereft  thou  the  high  pricft  fo  ? 

^*  23.  Jefus  anfwered  him.  If  I  have 
**  fpoken  evil,  bear  witnefs  of  the  evil ; 
^'  but  if  well,  why  fmiteft  thou  me. 

**  24.  (Now  Annas  had  fent  him  bound 
"  unto  Caiaphas  the  high  prieft.)** 

To  the  qucftions  put  to  him  by  the 
high  prieft,  Mrith  a  view  of  entrapping 
him  refpefling  his  difciples  and  dodrines, 
Jefus  refers  to  thofe  to  whom  he  had 
publicly  preached.  On  this,  in  defiance 
of  every  principle  of  decency  and  deco- 
rum generally  obferved  even  by  the  moft 
iniquitous  courts,  to  give  a  color  of  juftice 
to  their  proceedings,  and  in  dire6l  viola- 
tion of  the  JewiQi  law,  which  allowed  the 
accufed  party  freedom  of  fpeech  to  plead 
his  own  caufe,  one  of  the  officers  ftriick 
Jefus  a  blow,  under  pretence  that  his  re* 
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ply  was  an  infuk  to  the  high  prieft;  nor 
does  it  any  where  appear  that  he  was  evea 
rebuked  for  fo  grofs  a  breach  of  propriety. 
Our  meek  Redeemer  mildly  remcMiftnites 
againft  fuch  treatment^  defiring  that^  if  he 
has  fpoken  any  thing  wrong,  it  may  be 
proved  againft  him,  but  that  he  may 
not  be  fubjefted  to  blows  if  he  has  by  his 
words  given  no  juft  caufe  of  offence.  An* 
nas,  in  caufing  our  Lord  to  be  bound 
when  he  had  fent  him  to  Caiaph»,  feems 
to  have  ufurped  an  authority  that  did 
not  belong  to  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  add- 
ing to  his  fufferings  :  but,  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that,  throughout  the  whole  of 
thefe  iniquitous  proceedings,  no  more  at- 
tention feems  to  have  been  paid  to  legal 
forms,  than  to  the  more  fubflantfal  prin- 
ciples of  juftice. 

**  25.  Arid  Simon  -  Peter  ftood  and 
'*  warmed  himfelf :  they  faid  therefore 
*'  unto  him,  Art  not  thou  alfo  one  of  his 
*^  difciples  ?  He  denied  it,  and  faid,  I  am 
•'not. 

''  26.  One 
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■*  26.  One  of  the  fervants  of  the  high 
•*  prieft,  being  his  kinfman  whofe  ear 
'*  Peter  cut  off,  faith.  Did  not  I  fee  thee 
^  in  the  garden  with  him  ? 

"  27.  Peter  then  denied  again :  and 
^  immediately  the  cock  crew.'* 

In  St*  Luke's  gofpel  (chap.  xxii.  ver. 
5i.  62.)  we  may  find  the  remainder  of  this 
ftory^  which  affords  fo  many  ftriking  lef- 
Tons  for  the-  regulation  of  our  condu3. 
^'  And  the  Lord  turned,  and  looked  upon 
^  Peter :  and  Peter  remembered-  the  word 
■*  of  the  Lord,  how  he  had  faid  unto  him, 
^  Before  the  cock  crow  thou  flialt  deny 
*•  me  thrice.  And  Peter  went  out  and 
^  wept  bitterly." 

The  fall  of  St.  Peter,  at  the  fame  time 
diat  it  affords  a  melancholy  ^inftance  of 
human  infirmity,  fets  before  us  a  fignal 
ccicample  of  divine  mercy,  in  affifting  hu* 
man  nature  with  grace  to  recover  itfelf 
from  the  mod  perilous  fituation.  He 
feems  to  have  been  poffeflfed  of  the  greateft 
fiiare  of  natural  courage  and  refolution  of 

any 
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any  of  the  difciples ;  and  when  our  bIcflM 
Lord  fpeaks  of  their  forlaking  him,  Petef, 
in  particular,  exprelTes  his  abhorrence  at 
the  idea  of  fuch  bafenefs :  yet  the  fame? 
Peter,  who  thought  himfelf  fo  fecure,  and 
whofe  zeal  for  his  mafter  could  not  he 
confined  to  mere  profefiions  of  fervicc, 
but  burft  forth  into  aflion  in  his  defence, 
wanted  the  fortitude,  after  he  was  in  cut 
tody,  to  own  him  for  his  lord,  or  even  to 
admit  that  he  had  the  leaft  knowledge  of 
him ;  but,  after  giving  prevaricating  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  who  firft  queftioned  him, 
concludes  with  oaths  and  curfes  That  he 
knew  not  the  man.  Let  this  be  to  us  a 
lefTon  of  humility  ;  and  a  warning  againft 
the  prefumption  of  relying  on  our  own 
ftrength :  fince  Peter  fell,  who  amongft 
us  {hall  hope  to  refift  temptation,  other- 
wife  than  through  God's  alTiflance ;  which 
is  promifed  to  all  thofe  who  afk  it  faith- 
fully. In  the  above  relation,  we  fee  the 
danger  of  a  firfl  falfe  ftep  :  the  path  of 
truth  is  plain  and  fimple,  and  wants  no 
cmbellifhment  to  fet  oflF  its  native  beauty; 

whilft 
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n\o(ii>t&ip^'^^~'  whilftthatof  falfehood  leads  us 

lflnifnaijoftlieif&  ^^  "^^^  crooked  and  thorny  wa 

i„  .vnrH;  falfehood  requires  many  more  to 

/ . .     f  r  A  I  It ;  and,  even  then,  feldom  efcape 

the  idea  of  fuch  t  '        '                 j    ,    r      l     t 

,     .  tion.     Parents,  and  thole  who  h 

r      If    hV  education  of  youth,  cannot  be  t< 

ffiole  zea           ^^  f^j  ^^  guard  their  young  minds 

confined  to  mere p-  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  cowardly  vice:   > 

btttburftforthmtoit^  .  fliould  be  eaHy  taught  a  ftria  ad 

wanted  ti»e  fortituifc,  i  "F  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  j^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^j^j^^  ^ 

,(^y^  to  own  nun '  by .tjiis  they  willfefcape  many  oth 

admit  ti«at  he  ^^^'■^'_  of  which  falfehodd  is  the  origin, 

jiini;  trnt,  ^^^^^'"'^^LM  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  pleal; 

fweis  to  thofe  who  W  ^>f  ^  pidure,  and  confider  Pete 

coDcludeJ  with  <'*"'*    |..  penitence,  and  reftoration  to  virtu 
jtncw  not  the  man.  i^      '  faah,  great  as  it  was,  was  unpreme* 

leflbn  of  humility  »""*  ,  it  proceeded  from  the  impulfe  of 


thevreditof^'^^nA^-  ^^^    His  heart  was  good.    No 

LnU;  linccft'^''^^.  therefore,  did  his  beloved  Lord 

(ball  hope  to  ^^^-  ^  a  look  of  leproof,  foftened 

Itc  than  through  G«^)'^;  and   affbaion,    than    he    was    i 

ifed  to  a" ''"'     >  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  his  guilt,  j 

**  P%  (he  ai)0»^  '^''^J  f"ch  an  abhorrence  of  himfelf,  tl 

fa  firrt^^^'^jj  ^'^^^  ^  continue  in  the  prefence 

^^"^'^^  1  •„  W  finiP'^   i  much-injured  Mafter,  he  retires  to 
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his  guilt  in  folitude,  eameftly  fupplicatihg; 
with  tears  and  lamentations,  pardon  from 
his  offended  Maker — a  pardon  never  r^ 
fufed  to  the  real  penitent ;  and  which,  vft 
have  unqueflionable  proof,  was  granted 
to  Peter :  who,  not  long  afterwards,  was 
honored  with  the  gift  of  the  holy  Ghoft; 
and,  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  remained  ut- 
fhaken  in  his  faith  to  his  Mailer,  which  lie 
had  the  glory  to  feal  by  martyrdom. 

As  St.  Mark  relates  the  particulan  of 
the  examination  and  treatment  of  oor 
bleflfed  Lord  before  the  high  prieft,  much 
more  fully  than  the  other  evangetifts,  I 
fhall  beg  leave  in  this  place,  for  the  purpoTe 
of  rendering  the  account  more  complete, to 
introduce  eleven  verfes  from  the  fourteenth 
chapter  of  his  gofpel,  (from  55.  to  65. 
inclufi  ve) :  "  And  the  chief  priefts,  and  all 
"  the  council,  fought  for  witnefs  againft 
*' Jefus  to  put  him  to  death;  and  found 
"  none :  for  many  bare  falfe  witnefs  againft 
"  him ;  but  their  witnefs  agreed  not  tog^ 
"  ther.  And  there  arofe  certain,  and  bare 
'•  falfe  witnefs  againft  him,  iaying,  We 

••  heard 
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heard  him  fay^  I  will  deflroy  thi 
that  is  made  with  hands,  and  witt 
days  I  will  build  another  made 
hands.    But  neither  fo  did  th 
nefs  agree  together.   And  the  hi^ 
fiood  up  in  the  midfl,  and  afke 
faying,  Anfwereft  thou  nothing  r 
is  it  which  thefe  witnefs  againl 
But  he  held  his  peace,  and  a 
nothing.    Again  the  high  prie 
him,  and  faid  unto  him.  Art  tl 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  Bleffed 
Jefus  faid,  I  am :  and  ye  (hall 
Son  of  man  fitting  on  the  right 
power,  and  coming  in  the  ci 
Heaven.     Then  the  high-prieft 
clothes,  and  faith.  What  need 
further  witneffes  ?   Ye  have  h< 
blafphemy :  what  think  ye  ?    A 
all   condemned  him   to  be  g\ 
death.    And  fome  began  to  fpit 
and  to  cover  his  face,  and  to  bul 
and  to  fay  unto  him,  Prophefy : 
fer^ants  did  ftrike  him  with  the  ] 
their  hands/' 

4la 
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OupSkviour^  khdwing  that  he  vaiiire- 
judged  and  his  condemnation  refolved 
upon,  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  reply 
to  all  the  queftions  put  to  him  by  tbeln^ 
pried  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  falfe  evidence 
which  had  been  produced  againft  Imn, 
and  preferved  a  majeftic  filence;  but 
when  publicly  called  upon  and  adjured  by 
Caiaphas  (who  was  offended  at  his  Skmct 
and  V  ilhed  to  enfnare  him  by  his  anfweis,] 
to  declare  Whether  or  not  he  was  theGirift, 
the  Son  of  the  Bleffcd,  he  no  longer  itfiifed 
anajifwert  but  plainly  and  expIicidyd^ 
clared  himfelf  to  be  TheChritt,  the  Son  of 
God  ;  and  that  they  ftiould  hereafter  fee 
him  coming  in  the  clouds  of  Heaven, 
crowned  with  power  and  glory,  to  judge 
the  world.  Such  was  the  folemn  decla- 
ration of  our  Lord — a  declaration  fo  ex- 
plicit as  (one  would  have  thought)Jeft  no 
room  to  cavil  at  its  meaning ;  and  fo  it 
was  confidered  at  the  time :  it  was  referr- 
ed for  modern  unbelievers  to  put  a  forced 
conftruftion  upon  words  fo  plain,  by  affcrt- 
ing  That  as  Adam  and  all  his  pofteritj  were 

•by 
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by  adoption  and  grace  the  foris  of  C 
reply  of  our  Lord  meant  nothingmi 
that  he  was  in  that  fenfe  the  fon  < 
Thai  this  could  not  have  been  the 
evident  from  the  whole  conduft 
high  pried ;  who,  having  no  doub 
human  nature  and  confequently 
participating  in  the  advantages  s 
to  it,  would  never  have  afked  fo  fi 
and  unnecefTary  a  queftion :  his 
clearly,  was  to  entrap  our  Lord  in 
lemn*  declaration  of  his  divinity; 
when  he  had  efiefted,  he  rent  his  « 
and,  giving  up  all  the  former  pre 
accufations  againft  him,  fixes  up 
one  charge;  namely,  that  he  ha 
guilty  of  blafphemy,  in  having  ma 
feif  equal  with  God  :  and  upon  th 
all,  without  further  trial,  condemn 
have  incurred  the  punifhmentof  dea 
fooner  was  this  declaration  made,  t 
multitude  rufli  forward,  and  infli^ 
his  facred  perfon  every  fpecies  of  inf 
abufe  which  their  bafe  and  grovellim 
could  incite  them  to.    Dreadful  th 
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that  the  Redeemer  of  mankmd  (hoold,  by 
man^  be  reviled— -loaded  with  injuries^ 
dragged  from  one  iniquitous  tribunal  to 
another,  and  fubjeSed  to  eveiy  fpeaes  d 
wanton  cruelty :  yet  fuch  was  his  fituatioo 
during  the  whole  of  this  night ;  nor  did 
his  fufferings  end  but  with,  his  life. 

Before  we  proceed  further  in  this  afi 
feding  (lory,  it  will  be  neceflary,  in  oider 
to  obtain  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
fcandalous  and  wicked  condud  of  the 
high  pried  and  elders,  to  turn  to  the  tweo- 
ty-feventh  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  fvcr.3^ 
4. 5.) :  "  Then  Judas  which  had  betrayel 
"  him,  when  he  faw  that  he  was  condemn- 
**  ed,  repented  himfelf,  and  brought  agam 
**  the  thirty  pieces  of  filvcr  to  the  chief 
^  priefts  and  elders,  faying,  I  have  finned, 
**  in  that  I  have  betrayed  the  innocent 
*^  blood.  And  they  faid.  What  is  that  to 
"  us  ?  fee  thou  to  that.  And  he  caft 
"  down  the  pieces  of  filver  in  the  Teniple» 
'^  and  departed,  and  went  and  hanged 
^  himfelf.'' 

To 
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HnAtMtmim 

BBn,  be  reviled-JnUc 

iimA  Gfom  one  w^, 

another,  and  fabj(&iiio| 

wantoocnieftj':  pm 

Amg  the  wAofe  of  tter 

iBfofeiiDgsendl>iitfli|' 

Before  wc  prod  ^t 

tool>taiDacoiDpIai**f 
foafa/oasandwickJffl*^ 


ty.fevcntAcAapwof&i'*^ 

i.5.j;  ♦'TlicnJudaJ'i*'''^ 

-him,  when  he /«»"'«'»'* 

*ed,  repented  hifflfe'f*"* 

-Ihe  thirty  piece  of  lil*^'. 

«'p«fljaD(ieider^^0; 
.i  that  I  have  MH*; 

.Wood.  Andtbcff^^. 
,us?fccthouwJ«tj; 

da»«.thcpi««offl'^»  . 
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To  how  great  a  pitch  of  wic 
Biuft  the  chief  pricfts  and  ciders  1 
rivedj  when  they  dared  to  pto 
their  perfccution  of  Chrift,  after  f 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  innoo 
the  very  perfon  who  had  betray< 
Inftances  have  occurred  in  which 
mifled  by  falfe  appearances  or  fl 
of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
have  puni(hed  the  innocent  and 
guilty  go  free :  in  every  fuch  cafe, 
ever  it  has  appeared  that  the  ig 
of  the  judge,  who  prefumed  to  | 
tence,  has  proceeded  from  inattent 
a  want  of  due  application  to  the  c 
produced,  the  whole  world  has  jc 
condemning  him  as  unworthy  of 
portant*  office  :  what,  then,  mui 
have  to  anfwer  for,  and  how  ii 
greater  nmft  be  their  guilt,  who  p. 
the  innocent,  knowing  them  to 
Judas*s  idol,  as  I  have  before  had  c 
to  obferve,  was  wealth;  at  whofj 
he  facrificed  honor,  confcience,  an 
virtue  which  adorns  human  natu: 

h; 
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hardened  his  heart  againft  the  gende  ad- 
monition of  his  Lord,  conveyed  in  the 
words,  "  Judas,  betrayeft  thou  die  Son 
of  man' with  a  kifs?'*  May  Iib  wretched 
cafe  prove  a  warning  to  us,  to  avoid  co* 
vetoufnefs  and  inattention  to  the  admo- 
nitions of  our  own  confciences!  as  by 
them  Chrift  fpeaks  to  us,  as  he'  did  to  . 
Judas  when  he  betrayed  him.  How  fcon 
was  this  dear-bought  and  ill-gotten  wealth 
caft  from  him  with  abhoirencel 

Self-deflruAion  is  a  crime,  «f  all  otherSi 
the  moft  dreadful ;  as  it  cannot  be  repented 
of,  and  the  Gofpel  threatens  the  heavicfl 
punifliment  againft  unrepented  fins,  God^ 
who  gave  us  life,  and  who  knows  what  is 
beft  for  us,  has  alone  the  right  to  put  a 
period  to  it.  How  great,  then,  is  *the  pf^ 
fumption  of  thofe  who,  ufurping  his  pre- 
rogative, dare  to  rufli  into  their  Maker^s 
prefence  uncalled !  Dreadful,  indeed,  muft 
be  their  fituation,  who,  when  the  Almighty 
in  mercy  fends  down  great  affliftions 
on  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  tlieir  danger  and  of  reclam- 
ing 


6i$  THE  LIFE  iV3M  OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOU 

bnicoailiisliaiti^i;  ing  their  wandering  fleps,  infteac 

nHNiidoii  of  ills  y,  7  tifying  them  to  the  end  defigned. 

forrfj, "  judas,  )mii  fatherly  correftion,  and,  to  efcap 

ofnuDvitbaki.'' )if  plunge  themfelves,  by  wilful  an 

akpmnivmis^ni  ditated  felf-murder,   into  tenfo 

vaoMs tttdiimm':  ^'  ^^^  unfrequently,  however, 

mas  of  our  o.Tic«r;,  that  events  of  this  nature  are  | 

'    thmChiillfpeabtOBit  ^y  d»f<"^^ers ;  particularly,  thol 

I-  J    L    i.M«i.l<  parties  can  be  conhdered  as  no  ; 

« r     f      k  vu*  fwerable  than  for  any  other  at 

caft  from  hm  with  Jiws  ,  ,.  .  ,  -   -^  . 

.  ,r .  n  a     .«*r  delirium,   the  confequence  of  ; 

VV    .f  I      «rt  fever,  or  mfanity,  may  eaufe  then 

^roo&d^^^^o^^  mit;  and  are  objeas  of  compa 

<<^d^Gof|«lti|»e-  ftead  of  condemnation.    Let  tho 

punifliinentagainil«J«  f^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^.^ 

who  gave  us  life,  and  "J"  fi^ioj,^  guard  themfelves  againft 

bed  for  IK,  ha  aione  tl«  f  melancholy,  or  defpair :  for  whei 

period  to  k  Hovf^^;^  finds  we  are  not  to  be  allured  J 

/iiBiptioD  of  thofe  TO  "T  duty,  he  endeavors  to  diftra6l  ai 

n)gative,  (iare  w '"'''  "f^  nipt  us  in  our  moll  earneft  defirej 

ptefence  uncM  i>«**  ing  and  obeying  God.    This  is  or 

)Ctiieir/ituation,vi«',*iffl  fevereft  trials ;  but,  even  this;,  wc 

1  mercy  (eads  ^  f^  affured  of  overcoming,  if  we  will 

I  them  fortliepuT^'^<'7^  Him  for  affittance;  who  is  both 
aMeoftkirdanf^^V  4K 
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and  able  to  carry  us  fafe  through  ill  diA 
ficulties  and  dangers,  till  wt  arrive  at  the 
place  of  the  bleffed,  there  to  dwell  wilh 
him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Ready  as  we  are  to  condemn  the  traitor 
Judas,  there  are  too  many  (I  fear)  vrlio 
pretend  to  repentance^  without  advancing 
fo  near  towards  it  as  even  he  did :  let  than 
tiot  deceive  themfelves«  How  can  ihcf 
expe6i  to  have  their  repentance  accepted 
who  retain  the  wages  of  iniquity^  and  r&- 
fufe  to  acknowledge  the  injuries  they  have 
done  to  others  ?  fuch  penitence  is  a  mere 
pretence;  by  which  they  may,  mdced, 
impofe  upon  their  fellow-creatures,  my, 
perhaps  upon  themfelves,  but  can  be  of 
no  avail  in  the  fight  of  God. 

**  28.  Then  led  they  jefus  from  Ofr 
•*  aphas  unto  the  hall  of  Judgment :  and 
^  it  was  early ;  and  they  themfelves  went 
"  not  into  the  Judgment-hall,  left  they 
**  fliould  be  defiled  ;  but  that  they  might 
'•  eat  the  Paffover." 

Although 
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Mktoanj^i^n  '   Although  the  Jews  were  at 

hkia  id  dangeai«  time  engaged  in  the  moft  iniquit 

pface  of  the  bleffed,  il«!  cxxtLon  ever  known,  endeavoring 

Eforcverandertr.  .  ©f  f^Ife  witncffes  to  (hed  innoce 

/to(fyaJwea«toc»fc  yctthefe  famepeople  fcruplcdto 

f«fc,  'tktt  arc  («*;  Jud^ent-hall  whereall  this  pre) 

•^     J         ♦  n/v.  liiif  milchicf  and  villany  was  to  be  t 

p^flKi  to  repentaD^'^;  ^  ^^^         ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^j^^^,  ^^^ 

^'^'°''t!frU>'  «^^  ^^«   P^ffo^^^-      Nothing  c 

not  dfccite  tijemfcn*  ftrongly  prove  what  I  have  obi 

tfpeatohave  their^-  ^^^^   ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  attended  to 

who  tttain  the  *^^.  monial  part  of  their  religion,  on 

fakmAmW^^  weightier  mattere  of  the  law— j 

(fottcW  others  ?rac'i||*'^  merey,  and  truth ;  and  were,  as 

jjfetence  ,•  hy  '^""f  -<  upon  another  occafion  calls  them 

JittpoTe  upon  their  WW  ^^  «,  fepulchres,  beautiful  without,  I 

**  full  of  corruption  and  all  unci 


iZTm^^ 


.  I,  "  29.  Pilate  thfen  went  out  u 

w£^,  iTienW'^'^r^  "and  faid.    What  accufation 

m^rjtii&nm^^^^  *'  againft  this  man? 
^hi^eitlyM^gf  "30.   They  anfwered  and 

» AouW he  ^''  *'  ^^^^  "o*^  ^*^  delivered  hire 
^  4K2 
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"31.  Then  faid  Pilate  unto  them,  Take 
"  yc  him,  and  judge  him  according  to  your 
^  law.  The  Jews,  therefore,  faid  wito 
"  him.  It  is  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any 
**  man  to  death  ; 

*'  32.  That  the  faying  of  Jefus  might  be 
••  fulfilled,  which  he  fpake^  fignifying  what 
•*  death  he  fliould  die.** 

From  the  tribunal  of  the  high  prieft, 
our  bleffed  Lord  is  hurried  away  to  that 
of  the  Romans.  Pilate,  the  Roman  go- 
vernor, before  he  examines  his  prifoncri 
inquires  of  his  accufers  the  nature  of  the 
crime  they  had  to  alledge  againft  him : 
to  which,  confcious  they  had  no  charge 
againft  him  which  they  could  prove,  they 
only  reply,  in  general  terms.  That  if  he 
had  not  been  a  malefa6lor  they  would 
not  have  brought  him  for  judgment.  Pi- 
late, who  knew  the  rancor  and  envy  of  his 
accufers,  wifhing  to  efcape  from  any  (hare 
in  a  bufinefs  which  he  could  not  but  fee 
was  founded  in  malice,  and  to  throw  the 
whole  upon  the  Jews  themfelvcs,  dpfircs 

them 
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"^LThtaftoAfk^:  them  to  take  and  judge  him  a< 

"jthkiiiidjui^kxz  .  their  law :  for,  although  und 

"Jav.  The  Jews,  te  man  yoke,  they  ftill  retained  t 

•  him,  It  is  not  lawful  k  °^  ^^"  religion,  as  well  as  th 

"mantohth;        ;  '^'"S  ^^^^'^^  ^^^^^  *^^  P""' 

"92.  ThtMnif^  °°'  ^^'^°^  ^°  ^^^  ''f^  °f  ^^ 

•faJfilled,whichl)efjMiti;  P^^^^'    This,  however,  would 

^  •   .  .  fl   j  I  r  i  the  purpofe  of  the  Jews ;  who 

termined  on  the  deftruftion  of 

,     „    ,  ; . ;  Lord^  applied  to  Pilate  for  tha 

Fmiktik^d^^'  natiori   which   they   could  nc 

oarWefedLordB  or*  ,^^^^^^^^^ 

of  the  Romans,  te*^ 

yem,  before  kti)!^^  „^^^   ^j^^^  p.,^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

bupmes  of  B  iccolta^  ^  „  Judgment-hall  again,  and  ca 

«imc  they  had  to  m^^^^  «  and  faid  unto  him.  Art  thou  i 

to  which,  confcioflJ  ^,  j'  «  the  Jews  ? 


again/I/iinJ  w/uditfie/«™" ^  «  34.  jefus  anfwered  him,  S 


OOi 


^Vftp/y,  in  general '»,  "  this  thing  of  thyfelf,  or  did 

W  not  been  a  nialefi*^  «  h  thee  of  me  ? 

^t have hn^i ^ ^^'^J  "  35-  Pirate  anfwered.  Am 

«r/,o  Jtncwt/ieraiicof  ^  «  Thine  own  nation,  and  the  cfc 

cifeis  yn&i^^^^^  "have  delivered  thee  unto  ir 

.fcufoefii^i"'^*^^^!  "haa  thou  done? 

founded mn^^'^^^.^i  "  3<5,  Jefus  anfwered.  My  k 
fe«;,0fla,eje«^'i^, 
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«  not  of  this  world.    If  my  lungdom  wei»     , 
«»  of  this  world,  then  would  my  ficrvants 
«  fight,  that  I  fliould  not  be  ddivercdto 
«« the  Jews :  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not 
•*  from  hence, 

«37.  Pilate,  therefore,  fjud  rnitoVom, 
«  Art  thou  a  king  then  ?  Jefus  anfwered, 
"  Thou  fayeft  that  I  am  a  king.  To  tbii 
«  end  was  I  bom,  and  for  this  canfe  came 
«*  I  into  the  world,  that  I  ftiould  bear  wit- 
«  nefs  unto  the  tmth.  Every  one  that  is 
**  of  the  tmth  heareth  my  yoice." 

His  accufers,  knowing  the  jealoafyof 
the  Roman  government,  had  (as  we  kim 
from  St.  Luke,  chap,  xxiii.  ver.  2.)  art- 
fully introduced  into  their  charges  againft 
him,  that  he  pretended  to  be  the  king  of 
the  Jews.    Pilate,  therefore,  returns  into 
the  Judgment-hall ;  and,  having  fent  for 
Jefus,  aflts  If  this  charge  againft  him  was 
true  ?   This  queftion  he  might  put  either 
in  derifion  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  whofe  ap- 
pearance indicated  no  fymptom  of  roy- 
ahy,  or  to  gain  information  on  a  fubjeft 

which 
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"axoftliiiroiji  in  which,  in  his  ftauon  of  governor  fo 

"dtiamMM^  ■  mans,  he  might  think  very  materi 

«Ml  tk  I  {houHwt  Lord  anfwers  in  a  manner  to  fatis 

•the  lews:  butDoiJ^-  *^^  ^^  ^°"^'  ^""^  ?°  ^^"^^^^ 

f,  t  lirom  his  claims,  declaring  his  kint 

ft/a    thfflkB  °         world,  or  to  be  eftab 

.      L-    I  J  il  force,  otherwife  he  (hould  have  e 

.Artthottabgtta.',^  worldly  means  to  fave  himfelf 

"Thf^hjAikm  malice  of  the  Jews  and  in  fuppc 

"flidwaslbon^aidlof*!  ^^^     ^^  ^^^.^^  reply  to  the 

*  I  iuto  the  worH  tte  »^  queftions  of  PUate,  That,  thoug 

-DcliuDtothetiutli.  B»^  j^j^  kingdom  was  of  a  fpiritua] 

"of  the  tmth  heaidifflf!*  ^jj^t  he  came  into  the  world  to  pi 

,  '  doflrine  of  truth,  and  that  all  m 

fli»  accufen,  Juio*'^  friends  to   truth  would   attenc 


the  Roman  govwnnw''^  voice. 

fallyiniToducdm^-  **38.  Pilate  faith  unto  him, 

him  thatkp^f^^^^  *'  truth?  And;  when  he  had  faic 

tJie  lews.  W*'^  '''^  ,  **  ^"^"^^  ^"'  again  unto  the  Jews, 

the  Judgmentlial';  and ^^^  "  unto  them,  I  6nd  in  him  no  fau 

lefus.iSiS^^^'^^^tf  **^^*  ®"^  ^^  ^""^^  a  cuftor 

?  Tjiis  (jue'f''"'  '"'''''■  **  fliould  releafe  unto  you  one  at 


true 


•  w'/iono/our'''^     (     *°^''  '^^l  y^»  therefore,  that 
'"       '  v.Jirated  no  l«f/'    **  unto  you  the  King  of  the  Tews 

./rv,ortaga.D.Bfor^^.;  ^ 
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*'  40.  Then  cried  they  all  again,  (ay* 
**  ing,  Not  this  man^  but  Barabbas.  Now 
•*  Barabbas  was  a  robber/* 

Pilate  having  afked  *  What  is  truth  ? 
returns,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwet,  to 
the  Jews,  and  declared  That  having  exav 
mined  Jefus,  he  could  fin^i  no  fault  at  all  in 
him.  Too  many  there  are  (I  fear)  who, 
like  Pilate,  will  not  give  themfelves  the 
trouble,  or  time,  to  fearch  into  the  tnith 
and  beauty  of  Chrift*s  divine  gofpd^  tho* 
like  him  they  may  afk  fbme  barren  quef- 
tions  on  the  fubjefL  Pilate,  who  faw  the 
injuftice  of  the  Jews'  proceedings  with 
refpeft  to  Chrift,  and  was  defirous  to 
let  him  efcape,  now  propofes  to  them, 
with  a  view  to  releafe  Jefus,  that  they 
fhould  ufe  the  privilege  they  poifelkd, 
of  having  a  prifoner  releafed  to  them 
at  the  Paflbver :  an  indulgence  granted  to 
them  by  the  Roman  government.  This, 
however,  would  have  totally  defeated 
their  revengeful  purpofes ;  and  the  chief 
priefts  and  elders,  therefore,   perfuadcd 

the 
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'f.  Thfncjjdkiii  tbe  multitude  to  choofe  Barabba 

'k.  Sot  this  inai],ki!l3  torious  robber  and  murderer^  as  tl 

•Barabbas  was  a  t^'  of  their  clemency,  in  preference 

whom  but  a  few  djtys  before  t 

Bite  him  id'^-  «fl»ci*d  i*ito  Jerufalem,  with  th« 

Ktams,  without  m^lr.  acclamations  of  joy  and  revei^nc 

the  Jews  anddecWrs^  king  of  the  Jews.     And  altho 

Buned  Irfos>coiil(lW«^'  greateft  vengeance  was  denounce. 

iin,.  Toonianytb*'  J^^>^,  »»^  ^S^f  *<^  ^^f^S 

lib  Pilate,  will  notf^:  f^nt  blood,  yet  the  rage  and  mad 

I           f  Lii-  inflamed  to  fuch  a  height,  that  M 

mhk OT trn^orn  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^,^^^^^ convmced  o: 

^dbczuty  om^2^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  J  ^j^^^  ^^  p^^  ^f  ^^ 

fikc hm  ^^^j'^  the  blood  of  fo  juft  a  perfon  flic 

OOTjondiefubjett  rm  ^^  ^.^^  ^^^  ^^^  exclaimed,  as  ^ 

injufticc  of  the  Jew  r  y^ice,  "  His  blood  be  on  us,  anc 

tfpeO.  to  ChM,  ^  u  children."  —  (St.  Luke,  chapt* 


n  him  thpe,  ii^rr^       verfe  34.)    It  is  needlefs,'  b  th 
jfjt  a  viev  to  r*"' "         to  remind  my  readers  how  co; 


wld  ufe  tlie  prm^,       this  curfe  has  been  fulfilled  upor 

having  a  prifooer'*^^        fated  race. 


ijePa/Tover'  antnsiT]  Now  was  the  time  when  the  p 

n  by  the  Roman  §)^^  of  Daniel  was  to  be  fulfilled,  (, 

ever,  ^fould  k^^  ""Jj  ver.  24.) :    "  Seventy  weeks  ar 

revengsf^'^f'^'r^f,  "  mined  upon  thy  people  and  u 

,^dclkis.ii^^  4L 
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"  holy  city,  to  finifti  the  tranTgreflSoo,  and 
••  to  make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make 
*'  reconciliation  for  iniquity^  and  to  brag 
'<  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  to  Sal 
•*  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  and  to 
•*  anoint  the  Moft  Holy.**  The  Meffiah 
himfelf  fulfilled  the  whole  of  the  JewHh 
law,  and  then  aboliflied  it ;  laying  down 
his  life  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world; 
and,  after  his  glorious  refurreftion  and 
afcenfion,  he  fent  the  gift  of  the  holy 
Ghoft,  for  the  propagating  and  eftablifliing 
of  his  divine  gofpel ;  which  enfures  the 
pardon  of  all  iniquity,  upon  finceit  re- 
pentance and  amendment  of  life.  This 
brings  juftification,  by  the  free  grace  of 
God,  in  Chrift  Jefus,  our  rightecHirnefs ; 
who  having  fulfilled  all  the  prophecies 
concerning  his  life  and  death,  they,  coo- 
fequently,  wefe  then  brought  to  an  end. 

May  we  all  be  ranked  amongft  the  faith- 
ful, who  are  to  enjoy  thole  unfpeakabk 
bleflings  which  Chrift  has  purchafed  for 
us  by  his  moft  precious  death,  refurreftion 
and  afcenfion :   grant  this,  moft  mercifiil 

Father, 
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"W/dt^,  to  finilkik*  Father,  for  the  fake  of  the  fan 
'to  sake  an  end  elfc^l  O"*"  ^^^^  *  ^^  whom,  with  Th< 
,HoIy  Ghoil,  be  all  honor,  gl 

and  thankfgiving,   world   wil 

Amen. 


'lecoDciliatioDfori 


'm 


"  op  tl»  vJ£on  snj 
"acmtkh 

law,  and  dien  aiMiali; 
his  life  fertile  fins  of  ik 
audi,  after  liB  glonoo 
aTcenfioD,  ie  feut  tie  ji 

of  las  (^vine  gofftl;^^ 

pardon  of  aJlmi'(}uitf,?** 

peotance  and  anie(i(liifl"j'- 

brings  juftificatioD,  it'*''' 

God,  in  Chii  Jck  <^¥- 

^  having  f* '"*■'' 

concerning  his  life  and ''*^' 

fequeatJy.veie^^^j. 

Maywcdlkmy^' 

fahwbonietoenjof^'^ 

usbyhismo&precmfj^ 
^d  afcenGon:  gnmtW*' . 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-THIRP. 


ST.  JOHN,  CHAP.  XIX. 

"  1.  nnHEN  Pilate,  therefore,  took  Je- 
**        -*•     fus,  and  fcourged  him. 

''  2.  And  the  foldiers  platted  a  crown 
*'  of  thorns,  and  put  it  on  his  head,  and 
"  they  put  on  him  a  purple  robe, 

"  3.  And  faid.  Hail,  king  of  die 
"  Jews !  and  they  fmote  him  with  d)cir 
"  hands/' 

That  the  Roman  governor  {hould  allow 
fuch  cruelties  to  be  exercifed  on  a  prifoner 
under  trial,  feems  very  furprizing,  parucu- 
larly  as  we  may  fee  by  all  Pilate's  anions 
that  he  wiflied  to  fave  our  Lord's  life: 
this  leads  to  the  fuppo(ition  that  he  per- 

initted 
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mkted  bim  to  be  'fcourgeif<  and 

wife  cruelly,  and  infultingly  treat€ 

tbe  hope  that,  by  gratifying  theii 

fb  far,  ibihe  fpark  of  compafiioii  a 

CHAPTER  m  WF     excited  in  the  breafts  of  his  mercil 

iecutor^  and  that  he  might  pre 

them  to  fpare  his  life;  but  this, 

his  other  endeavors,  proved  fruitl 

J     only  made  them  the  more  outragec 

'  increafed  their  defire  to  add  frell: 

«    rpHFVPiktte»  to  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus;v 

1.  T fl£«  "^,  fered  himfelf  to  be  led  «  as  a  laml 

«     1  kMW,  "flaughter;  and  as  a  (beep  bd 

-  2.  ilnd  tie  mf  u  (iieaj^„  ^  ju^b,  fo  opened  he 

-of  thorns,  and  fiAt*  „  ^Q^^i^»    How  muft  it  have  fil 

•  they  put  on  iiin » PJ^'  beholders  with  aftonifhment  and  • 

u  2,  And  fi«t  ""> .  to  fee  the  very  perfon  who  had  do 

« Jcwj/ and  they  ^  miraculous   and  merciful   afts  ; 

«^jUKJf."  them,  fubje£led  to  fuch  accumula 

j^  unheard-of  infults  !    But  thofe  e 

Jhat  (he  UonW  g<'«*'  ©f  royalty  with  which  the  Jews  in 

uch  cmdaestohcae^*  infulted  our  blefled  Lord,  were  all 

Q^miif^^^^''^  turned  into  real  dignities:  the  *c 

rlvasvcn^f^^^^    \^  thorns'  was  foon  converted  into 

//je  wftcdtoia''f'*'.|  glory,  and  the  reed  mentioned 

■  leads  to  the  fii?f^\  » 
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Matthew  to  have  been  put  into  bis  rigiit 
hand,  became  a  fceptre:of.iighleoa{he(s: 
and  he,  to  whom  the  chief  pri^  and  ni^ 
lers  gave,  in  derifion,  the  titk  of  kh^  of 
the  Jews,  became  acknowledged  by  the 
powers  of  the  earth  as  King  of  kings, 
Lord  of  lords,  and  the  oniverfal  So- 
vereign of  the  world. 

^^  4*  Pilate,  therefore,  went  forth  again, 
^  and  faith  unto  them.  Behold,  I  bring 
^  him  forth  to  you,  that  ye  may  know 
^  that  I  find  no  fault  in  him. 

*'  5.  Then  came  Jefus  forth,  wearing 
^  the  crown  of  thorns,  and  the  purple 
^'  robe.  And  Pilate  faith  unto  them,  Be- 
"  hold  the  man ! 

"  6.  When  the  chief  priefls,  therefore, 
"  and  officers  faw  him,  they  cried  out, 
**  faying,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him.  Pilate 
•*  faith  unto  them.  Take  ye  him,  and  cni* 
*^  cify  him :  for  I  find  no  fault  in  him. 

**  7.  The  Jews  anfwered  him^  We  hate 
^'  a  law,  and  by  our  law  he  ought  to  dic^ 
'*  becaufe  he  made  himfelf  the  Son  of  God. 

'*»•  When 


6}o  mun&m  our  blessed  saviouj 

ligia  10  iaw  IwpJ  "8.  Wheii  Pilate,  therefore,  h< 

liaij^liaaoe  a  kxfu  **  faying,  he  was  the  more  afiraid 

ig(jiie,towhomtlxcliiilt.  "  g.  And  went  again  into  the  Ju 

JeB|flve,mdcrifioii,4n|  «  hall,  and  faith  unto  Jefus,  Wl 

the  Jew,  hecnx  »clw*V  **  thou  ?  But  Jefus  gave  him  no 

novas  (i"  tie  eaiti  asii  '  **  lO.  Then  faith  Pilate  unto  hin 

^rd  of  lords,  aal  '''*  **  «*  t*»o"  "o'  "»ito  n»e  ?  know 

vereienofthewfli     .  •  *  not  that  I  have  power  to  cruc 

^  "  and  have  power  to  releafe  the€ 

«i  Klate.tlwefoii;'*  '  "ii-   Jefus  anfwered.  Thou 

*  J'jiith  unto  tlienH*-  **  ^ave  no  power  at  all  againft  m« 

^bmfor^toMf^  «  it  wer.  given  Aee  from  above 

^         [  hm.d'  ■    **  12.    And  from   thencefortl 


«lobc.  Ad(I«i»  «  cried  out,  faying,  If  thou  let 

*hoWtiw»*";   ^.^^;    ««go^  thou  art  not  Cefar's  frien 


t^Wxaibi  ^P^    «  foever  maketh  himfelf  a  king, 
'and  officers  6* *^J    «  againft  Cefar. 
.6ying,Cnicifym    L(       «  ,^    ^j^^^^  pjj^^^^  therefor. 
«  fiith  unto  '(''^'Jf^^gii    ••  that  faying,  he  brought  Jefus  fc 

fat  down  in  the  Judgment-fc 


*'j.  TiJ«J^*^       i^jif    "  place  that  is  called  the  Paven 
ts  a  kvr,  and ''/  ^ ' TS    "  ^"  *^e  Hebrew,  Gabbatha. 
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"  14.  And  it  was  the  preparadon  of 
"  the  Paffover,  and  about  the  fixdi  hour; 
'*  and  he  faith  unto  the  Jcws^  Behold 
**  your  King ! 

"  15.  But  they  cried  out.  Away  with 
*'  him,  away  with  him,  cfucify  him.  Watc 
"  faith  unto  them.  Shall  I  cnicify  your 
•'  King?  The  chief  priefts  anfwered,  Wc 
'*  have  no  king  but  Cefar. 

"  16.  Then  delivered  he  him,  therefore, 
"  unto  them  to  be  crucified.  And  they 
•'  took  Jefus,  and  led  hixn  away. 

"  17.  And  he,  bearing  his  cTofs,went 
"  forth  into  a  place  called  the  place  of  a 
"  fcull,  which  is  called  in  the  Hebrew, 
"  Golgotha ; 

'*  18.  Where  they  crucified  him,  and 
**  two  other  vrith  him,  on  either  fide  ooc^ 
•*  aad  Jefus  in  the  midft." 

Pilate,  though  difheartened  at  the  ob- 
duracy of  the  Jews  to  the  fufferings  of 
Jefus,  did  not  yet  give  up  the  attempt  to 
fave  him.  Having  no  perfonal  enmity  to 
our  Lord,  the  common  feelings  of  huraa-j 

nil/ 


^  mmm         ^ur  blessed  sAviour 

I  J 1  -j-%  flity  incited  his  compaflion  for  t 

/r       JL..  mcnted  cruelties    exerciled  on 

I        riTrn^  whom  he  could  'find  no  fault;' 

•and  he  lai  ^j^-^  motive  was  added,  that  of  fea 

•*  your KiDg.  vengeance  due  to  the  ftiedding  of  ii 

^15.  Mtkj^i  blood.    To  remove  this  guilt  fro 

'Aifli,aiifaywithfe«  ^jf^  he,  in  anfwer  to  their  clamor 

»(aiihuniotlicfli>'  crucifixion,  defires  That  they  w 

•King?  The  chief  p  him  and  crucify  him,  fince  he  co 

*  have  DO  king  but  CA  ^o  fault  in  him.      Upon  this  tl 

i»i5.  Tbenddivc^^^  urge  ^he  plea  that,  by  their  law, 

« unto  them  10^^  phemy,  in  calling  himfelf  the  (on 

mookjefus,^^^^^^  was  deferving  of  death ;  but  this, 

a  17.  And  ic,  W^  of  producing  the  defired  effefl  upo 

«» forth  into  a  pl^cc^  who  was  unbiafled  by  the  Jewi 

«f  11  which  is  ^''^'^  judices,  made   him  the  more   a: 

i*Col£(Hha;  .  paffing  a  final  fentence :   he  there 

a  I  Hteeti^^^i  ^"^^^  ^^  ^^^  Lord  into  the  Ju( 

tlierwitlil^'^  hall,  and  inquires  more  minute! 

.  r  jjj  (jic  fliidl'  whence  he  was  ?   But  as  our  bleflj 

•'  knew  that  Pilate  had  not  fufficien 

,     |j  (jillica/^!|  to  brave  th^refentment  of  the  Jev 

^^^V  k.  fe«  ^  caufe  of  innocence,  but  would  yie! 

A^^^J  5     yti^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  intreaties,  although  he  fh^ 
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filent.     Pilate,  hiirt  at  what  he  confideied 
as  a  difrefpefl  to  his  authority^  remiodi 
him  of  his  (ituation^  and  of  the  power 
which  he  poflefled,  either  to  (ave  or  con* 
demn  him.    Our  Lord  checks  this  pre- 
fumption,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  himfdf,  idl- 
ing him  that  the  power  of  which  he  boafied 
belonged  to  God  alone ;  as  if  he  had  (aid, 
though  the  power  of  life  and  death  is  vefled 
in  you,  in  the  common  courie  of  criminal 
trials,  yet  over  me  you  could  not  exercife 
it,  had  it  not  been  decreed  by  the  I^- 
mighty.     He  adds.  That  this  would  not 
excufe  him  for  giving  way  to  injuitiGe; 
although  he  was  lefs  guilty  than  the  Jews : 
their  crime  in  delivering  him  up  to  pumQi- 
ment  being  the  effeft  of  premeditated  ma- 
lice, envy  and  revenge  ;  his,  only  the  fear 
of  bringing  himfelf  into  a  difagreeable  fitu* 
ation,  by  making  enemies  of  the  Jews. 

This  difcourfe  of  our  Lord*s  ftill  added 
to  Pilate  s  wifh  to  fave  him ;  which  the 
Jews  perceiving,  and  fearing  they  (hould 
be  deprived  of  their  prey,  became  ftili 
more  clamorous  for  his  condemnation. 

Finding 


63^  TU£LIf£lM£ 
lik.  Fil2t(,l»tttik 

imof  lusfituatioiia 


Bghim  that  the  poKf«« 
ItoGodiloiKii^ 


dwo^tliepowofiK^ 


trials,  yrt  over  me  jwt^' 

eighty.  Head(k>^, 

ctcufehimforH'J; 
JthoughhcwasIefilP^*- 
their  crime  indcIiVerW 

lice  envy  anrfrtvef; 
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Finding  they  could  not  prevail  ^ 
late  by  charges  of  a  breach  of  th 
laws,  they  now  change  their  batu 
endeavor,  by  working  on  his  f 
bring  him  over  to  their  purpofe. 
this  view,  they  now  reprefent  Je 
rival  to  Cxfar  and  an  enemy  to 
man  power ;  declaring  that,  if  he 
him  to  efcape,  he  could  be  no  f 
that  government.  This  touched  , 
the  tendered  part ;  his  place  anc 
ments  were  at  ftake  :  he  therefore 
brings  Jefus  forth,  and  places  hin 
the  Judgment-feat.  Here  again  h 
another  eflFort  to  fave  him,  by  ai 
to  their  feelings ;  reprefenting  our 
an  objefl  of  dieir  compaffion ;  bu 
endeavors  to  bring  them  to  real 
juftice  proved  fruitlefs,  and  ferved 
irritate  them  the  more :  and  thoug 
all  other  occafions,  they  were  ex 
jealous  of  the  encroachment  of  the 
power,  yet,  now  that  the  gratifies 
their  malice  depended  upon  it,  th 
happy  to  acknowledge  it  in  its  utt 
4M  2 
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tent,  declaiiog  That  they  will  have  m  king 
but  Caefar.  Pilate,  who,  doubtlefi;  intend- 
ed to  mock  and  deride  them,  aiks  If  he 
(hall  crucify  their  King  ?  and,  when  tbcj 
became  extremely  outrageous,  gave  a  re* 
ludant  confent  to  his  being  put  to  death* 
In  the  condud  of  Pilate  we  have  a  memo- 
rable inftance  (which  is  confirmed  by  evay 
day's  experience)  of  the  unfitnels  o{  a 
timid,  or  felf-interefted,  perfon,  to  fill  any 
place  of  importance.  His  charader  (eems 
to  have  been  a  ilrange  mixture  of  good 
and  evil :  the  principles  of  natural  jdtice 
and  humanity  held  a  ftruggle  in  his  mind 
with  thofe  of  fear  and  ielf*intereft ;  unfor- 
tunately for  him,^  the  latter  prevailed,  and 
made,  him  a  partaker  of  that  guilt  wfaichi 
by  his  power,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  prevented ;  and,  rather  than  rifk  the 
difpleafure  of  the  Jews — the  exciting  a 
tumult  aAiongft  them,  or  fumilhing  then 
with  a  plaufible  ground  of  complaint 
againft  him  to  Caefar,  he  determined  to 
facrifice  a  perfon  of  whofe  innocence  he 
was  convinced,  but  who,  being  a  ftrai^r 

of 


OUR  BLESSED  SAVIOUR.       637 

of  rnf  rank  or  confequence  in  the  worlds 
he  fet  no  account  by. 

The  other  three  evangelifts  mention 
That  a  man,  of  the  name  of  Simon  of 
Cyrene,  was  compelled  to  carry  his  crofs ; 
whereas  St.  John  fays  That  our  Lord  him- 
felf  bore  it :  thcfe  differences  are,  how- 
ever, eafily  explained.  It  feems  probable 
that  oiir  Lord  carried  it  part  of  the  way ; 
but,  the  diftance  being  very  confiderable 
and  the  weight  very  great,  he  muft  have 
been  unable  to  bear  it  the  whole  way, 
and  Simon  was  therefore  compelled  to  re- 
lieve, or  at  leaft  to  aflift  him  in  the  taflc. 

Let  us  here  paufe,  and  take  a  view  of 
the  Lord  of  glory  going  to  execution, 
weighed  down  with  every  mifery  and  dif- 
trefs  yrhich  power,  malice,  and  rage  could 
invent :  and  if  fuch  a  pi6^ure  will  not  ex- 
cite in  us  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of 
the  caufe  of  his  fufferings,  we  muft  be  far 
gone  in  guilt  indeed.  Many  who  follow- 
ed him  to  execution  were,  there  is  no 
doubt,  amongft  thofe  who  a  fhort  tiine  be- 
fore attended  his  public  entry  into  Jeru- 

falem 
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falem  with  loud  hofannas  and  cvOy  de« 
monftration  of  joy  andrefpe£l,  yet  nov, 
in  his  diftrefs,  not  only  refufed  him  the 
common  offices  of  humanity^  but  joined 
in  reviling  and  infulting  him.  The  fickle^ 
nefs  and  inconfiftency  of  the  multitude 
never  (hewed  itfelf  more  ftrongly,  than  up- 
on the  prefent  occafion ;  and  may  afford 
a  ufeful  warning  to  fuch  as  are  inclined  to 
place  any  dependance  upon  popular  iavor. 
How  fublime  is  the  conduft  of  our  mer^ 
ciful  Saviour :  how  fuperior  to  every 
fyftem  of  morality  ever  offered  to  man* 
kind !  Inftead  of  refenting  the  ilKufage  he 
experienced,  he  endures  it  all,  with  the 
utmoft  patience  and  refignation,  and  prays 
to  his  Father  in  favor  of  the  very  perfons 
whowereinfliftingthefetormentsuponhim. 
They  arrive,  at  length,  at  Golgotha,  the 
place  fixed  upon  for  his  execution,  where 
they  confummate  their  execrable  barba« 
rity  by  nailing  our  bleffed  Lord  to  a 
crofs ;  and,  to  render  his  death  ftill  more 
ignominious,  they  crucify  two  common 
malefa^ors,  one  on  each  fide  of  him. 

I  have 
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laltB  fitliloadhcb'         I  have  already  treated  fo  full) 

iiui&aan  of  joy  ait  conduft  of  the  penitent  malefad 

a  Jas  dilliefe,  not  odys  buffered  at  the  fame  time  with  ou 

»fl;,.«nflniiir  *nd  the  obvious  inferences  to  b< 
common  oflicc$ot»  •      i.      ,.  ,  •     r 

r     j;.r.,i.«-  irom  it,  that  little  remains  for  m 

,    J  •     ca,nr:r  f^rvc  m  this  place ;  fumce  it  ther. 

(L»»<lflfniffltfc  remark,  that  if,  from  the  condut 

"^'^  r  tf  penitent  thief,  we  may  be  too  a] 

florfKpicfentocc^";  dufge  hopes  of  the  efficacy  of  a 

zMifrnf"^''  pentance,  we  Ihould  turn  and  , 

fixcinjicfoimW  the  fate  of  the  other ;    who,  p 

Hov  ivblm  B  UK  ^  equal  advantages,  inftead  of  prof 

abl  Sivioor:  lio»'r  the  opportunity  offered  him  (an 

^•flcm  of  moraii^  wf  tunity  fo  favorable  as  could  nev« 


j^l  bkidoirem  been  within  the  compafs  of  his 

experienced,  heendois'  ^j^en  he,  as  even  the  worft  of  me 

otmoftp*'*'"'^*''''''^.  pofc  fometimes  do,  determined  o 

10  Jib  father  in  6""^^  formation  at  fome  future  period 

vhowcieiDfli^f  •^'"""^  ^^  mercilefs  perfecutors  of  ou: 

Thevai^^'^^^^  Lord  in  taunts  and  revilings, 

Jacc  fixed  upon  for  ^'''^'1^,  adding  to  his  guilt  at  the  laft  mo 

LycoDfaaaoitttbf^'^  his  life.    Let  us  not  be  mifled  I 

■     h   nailiD^  our  bio*" ,  fallacious  hopes  to  flight  the  adm< 

^^f    and  toitndff'"'''*'^  of  our  confcience,  whilfl  m  full 
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it,  (as  Felix  did  to  Paul,  when  made  to 
tremble  on  his  Judgment-feat  by  the  irre- 
fiftible  force  of  his  preaching  of  r^hteout 
nefsy  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come:) 
*'  Go  thy  way  for  this  time ;  when  I  have 
"  a  convenknt  feafon,  I  will  call  for  thee:" 
let  us  refle£l  that  no  feafon  can  be  fo  pm* 
per  for  repentance,  as  that  wherein  oar 
confcience  makes  us  tremble  at  the  fear  of 
having  offended  God ;  and,  whilft  time 
and  opportunity  are  afforded  us,  make 
our  calling  and  eledion  fure.  In  this  we 
cannot  fail,  if  we  follow  the  rules  laid 
down  for  us  in  the  Gofpel. 

As  St.  John  does  not  mention  the  mira- 
culous darknefs,  and  other  fupematural 
events  which  took  place  at  the  time  of 
our  Lord's  crucifixion,  I  fhall  introduce 
the  account  of  them  from  St.  Matthew, 
(chap,  xxvii.  ver.  45,  to  54.)  "  Now  from 
"  the  {ixth  hour  there  was  darknefs  over 
*'  all  the  land  unto  the  ninth  hour.  And 
*'  about  the  ninth  hour  Jefus  cried  vnth 
"  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Eli,  Eli,  laiua 
"  fabachthani  ?   that  is  to  fay.  My  God, 

'•my 


6^  immmn 
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.  ,  rr  xj    ILL  **  my  God,  wily  haft  thou  forfa 

,,  /« toid  to  U^  ^^^^  ^  ^j^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^_ 

rfaDlii5ju(^*  «they  ]Karti  that,  faid,  this  mai 

iJblefarccofhupR*  „  ^^  gj.^^      ^^  ftraightway, 

n4tnnpenntt,aBi)*  „  ^1^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^y.  .^  fpunge,  3 

.■Cotb^'wrfortliisw  ^^^  ^^i  ^vinegar,  md  put  it  or 

« J  cmokA  feaHml*  '  «  and  gave  him  to  drmk.    The 

JctujrdleatlBtDolafe'  «  Let  be,  kt  us  fee  whether  Elias-* 

per  for  repcDtance, »»'  « to  fave  him.    Jefus,  when  he  > 

conlbenceniakeiBf'*^^  ^«  again  with  a  loud  voice,  yidde 

iavkoffiwIwK^'*  **)^oft:    And  behold,  the  vaii 

and  opportUDitf  a"*^  **  temple  was  rent  m  twain,  fron 

our  ci/%  and  elefiw '" '  *«  to  the  bottom :  and  the  earth  di 

caoDOt  {^,  ^  *'^  ''"'''*  **  ^^  ^  rocks  rent ;    and  th 

iom  for  U5  b  tiie  ft^  **  were  opened ;  and  many  bodi< 

As  St  John  doe  ao"'^  "  faints  which  flept,  arofe,  and  c 

culous  darbefe  and  "''^  "*  of  the  gloves  after  his  refurrefl 

event,  which  tooi  ^^^'  "  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  -, 

lord's  cnicJfoioD.^^  **  unto  many.    Now  when  the  o 

^            f  (Jon  fi*^  **  *nd  they  that  were  with  him,  ^ 

(*P"™;     I,tft»  "  things  thatwere  done,  they  fean 

.<a/)(fcWi»"     i^j,  ..God."    ■ 
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To  underftand  the  full  effcft  of  this 
premature  darknefs,  we  muft  take  notice 
that,  by  the  mode  in  which  the  Jews  reck- 
oned their  time ;  that  is,  by  dividing  their 
day  into  four  equal  parts,  (vhich  fliD 
fubfifts  in  all  the  Eaftem  countries-,)  the 
fixth  hour  with  them  was  all  that  fpacc  of 
time  between  our  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  noon,  and  the  ninth  hour 
from  that  time  to  our  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon :  confequently ,  the  time  in  which 
this  darknefs  prevailed,  was  from  noon- 
day till  three  in  the  aftemooa  This 
darknefs,  if  produced  by  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  was  not  the  lefs  miraculous  j  bccaufe 
all  eclipfes  of  the  fun,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  take  place  in  the  feafon  of 
the  new  mcfon.  Now,  the  day  on  whidi 
our  Lord  was  crucified,  the  moon  was  it 
the  full,  (it  being  the  fifteenth  of  tlfc 
moon,  as  we  leara  from  hiftory):  it  was 
no  partial  eclipfe,  but  was  feen  ovei  all 
the  earth  that  was  under  the  fame  hcmif- 
phere  :   befides,  no  natural   eclipfe  caft 

tail 
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To  nMd  k  a:  j^ft  threeliours :  fo  that  it  appears 

jsmwrcre  darbiefe,v(r  jh^t  this  was  a  miraculous  eclipfe ; 

ifaf,byiIicmodeiiiA:  together  with  the  earthquake — tl 

ODcddjeirnmc;  tkatB.:  jng  the  vail  of  the  temple,  (a  tol 

iv  into  foor  t(\d  f  Jehovah  was  about  to  defert  it,  5 

fflli£&iia/itAe£ak:  the  Jew^  were  no  longer  to  cont: 

itdi  boor  with  tbea  n^  peculiar  people,  nor  for  the  future 

tinic  bctwcfD  our  nisff  the  entire  charge  of  his  word 

jjoniM  and  noon,  &-  dinances,  the  Chriftian  difpenfatic 

froffltlMtiifflCtooarte^'  equally  offered  to  Jew  and  Gentil 

t        .  /.AnfrnnfliilT.if  the  other  uncommon  convulfions  o 

this  (idtnefs  prf*^'  ^^^^  denunciations  of  the  wrath 

•//  fc     in  tki^  ^^^  ^^^  abhorrence  of  the  iniquiti 

nottheKsai**  8'"aveS'  ^^^  ^e  appearance  of  r 

(un,was  ^^  jj^g  {^vnxs  at  Jerufalera,  it  feems 

all  cclipfo  «f  tfie  «i^^ ,  ^  j^^^^  ^^^  pj^^^  ^. jj  ^^.^^^  ^^^  j^^ 

tare  of  tliingJ,  taif  p  ^^.  f^rreaion ;  although  St.  Matthew 

,/,cne«rflK»n.  M<^^^  j^^  ^p  ^U  ^j^^  prodigies  ^f  j^^^ 

our  Lord  »"aJ  ob  ^  introduces  it  here. 

tlie  /iiii,  (>'  ^L^^  The  above  particulars  will  ferv 

/noon,  ai  «*  (^    ^jj' .  plain  the  caufe  why  the  time  of  tl 

00  part/a/  f"r^'      l^  memoration  of  thefe  events  is  not 

hecartht/at*"'^''    jjj  any  particular  day,  but  varies  v 

hete :  bd^>  "*'  moon ;  as  our  Good-Friday  muft 

4N2 
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be  that  which  comes  neaitft  to  the  full  of 
the  moon  at  that  feafoa ;  and  this  rega^ 
lates  all  the  re(L 

The  centurion  and  the  guard  who  were 
watching  Qirift  muft,  naturally,  have  been 
greatly  terrified  as  well  as  aftonifhed  at^ 
prodigies  they  were  wimefics  of;  andi 
having  no  prejudices  of  their  own  to  cooh 
bat,  they  open  their  hearts  to  convifiioii, 
and  glorify  God  by  a  confeffion  of  die 
trath — that  Jefus  ¥ras  the  Son  of  God. 

*'  19.  And  Pilate  wrote  a  title,  and  put 
"  it  on  the  crofs.  And  the  writbg  was 
"  JESUS  OF  NAZARETH  THE  KING 
"  OF  THE  JEWS. 

"  20.  This  title  then  read  many  of  the 
"  Jews :  for  the  place  where  Jefus  was 
*'  crucified  was  nigh  to  the  city :  and  it 
"  was  written  in  Hebrew,  and  Greek,  and 
**  Latm. 

*'  21.  Then  faid  the  chief  priefts  of  the 
"  Jews  to  Pilate,  Write  not.  The  King  of 
"  the  Jews ;  but  that  he  faid,  I  am  King 
"  of  the  Jews, 

''  22.  Pilate 


The  catBiioo  anil  ikf 

111,01 

laswtUi* 
^rodigb  they  wrtrt 
haTlo^no] 


and  glorify  God  by  a  0* 
tnttl,_tliatjefu$nsiif» 


6^  mm  mis:  our  bxessed  saviour 

hthivtiticimtt        **  22.  Pilate  anfvesed.  What 
tif  fflOOD « tlBt  fabi ,   "  written,  I  have  writtoL" 


The  Jews  were  di^edfed  at 
fcription  ordeied  by  Pilate;  think 
difgrace  ta  have  a  pexfon  who  wa 
ing  a&  a  comnon  inalefador  ftyh 
king ;  particularly,  as  it  was  writte 
three  languages  moft  in  ufe,  and^  1 
a  public  place  and  very  near  t 
mull  have  been  read  not  by  tl 
alone,  but  by  the  various  ftrang< 
afiembled  at  Jerufalem  at  the  tim< 
.  celebration  of  the  Paffover :  they  tl 
defire  to  have  it  ahered  to  fuch 
ihould  declare  him  to  fuffer  as  an  ii 
and  pretender  to  their  crown.  Bui 
who  felt  no  good- will  towards  thei 
the  conftraint  they  had  by  their  cla 
and  tumultuous  condu3  put  upc 
and,  probably,  being  as  much  dif 
with  himfelf  for  having  given 
them,  feeros  plealed  with  the  oppc 
of  mortifying  them  by  refufing  p 
torily  to  enter  further  into  their  ro 


"kontkaok  ^^^^ 
-JESUS  OF  NAZAX£P 

"OFTHEFi 

"20.  Ttisiitkiatoi^ 

« Jews:  for  tkpi^'*^' 

«ws  written  in  W^'"^' 

"Latin. 
.'21.  nienfajd""^ 

.>-5t0te^"fS, 

oftbeJe«i-  ,j;f 
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We  may  either  account  for  his  denial  of 
their  requeft,  in  this  way,  or  by  the  fup- 
pofition  that  he  might  have  been  withhdd 
by  a  fuperior  Power  from  adding  to  the 
Ignominy  of  our  Lord^  death. 

The  mode  in  which  our  Saviour  iw$ 
to  fuffer,  is  alluded  to  in  the  prophecy  of 
Ifaiah,  (chap,  liii.  ver.  12.) :  "  Therefore 
"  will  I  divide  him  a  portion  with  the 
"  great,  and  he  Ihall  divide  the  fpoil  with 
"  the  flrong ;  becaufe  he  hath  poured  out 
**  his  foul  unto  death  :  and  he  was  num- 
**  bered  with  the  tranfgreffors ;  and  he 
"  bare  the  fin  of  many,  and  made  intcr- 
"  ceflion  for  the  tranfgreflbrs.*' 

'^  23.  Then  the  foldiers,  when  they  had 
"  crucified  Jefus,  took  his  garments  (and 
"  made  four  parts,  to  every  foJdier  a  part) 
^!  and  alfo  his  coat :  now  the  coat  was 
"  without  feam,  woven  from  the  top 
**  throughout. 

•*  24.  They  faid  therefore  among 
"  themfelves.  Let  us  not  rend  it,  but  call 
''  lots  for  it,  whofe  it  fhall  be :  that  the 

**  Scripture 
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•*  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled,  which  faith, 
"  they  parted  my  raiment  among  them, 
/*  and  for  my  vefture  they  did  caft  lots. 
•*  Thefe  things  therefore  the  foldiers  did/' 

The  foregoing  is  a  prophecy  of  David» 
(Pfalm  xxii.  verfe  18.)  and  requires  no 
comment. 

"  25.  Now  there  flood  by  the  crofs  of 
*'  Jefus,  his  mother,  and  his  mother's  fiftei?, 

Mary  the  wife  of  Cleophas,  and  Mary 

Magdalene.  > 

26.   When  Jefus  therefore  faw  his 

mother,  and  the  difciple  {landing  by, 
**  whom  he  loved,  he  faith  unto  his  mother^ 
/*  Woman,  behold  thy  fon ! 
. .  "27.  Then  faith  he  to  the  difciple, 
^*  Behold  thy  mother !  And  from  that 
/*  hour  that  difciple  took  her  unto  his  own 
/'home." 

It  does  not  appear  that  our  blefled  Lord 
had  particularly  noticed  his  mother,  fince 
the  commencement  of  his  public  minillry ; 

for 


€€ 
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for  which  I  have,  on  a  fenner  occrfon, 
affigned  what  appeenr  to  me  fttisiaflory 
reafons  ;  but  being  now  about  to  qtrtt  the 
world,  the  care  df  her  wdftiK  lestAs  him 
to  recommend  her  to  his  favorite  difciple ; 
who  moft  cheetfull^  accepts  the  charge, 
and  faithftrlly  execmed  k.     From  this,  k 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  Jofeph  was  now 
dead ;  otherwife  fhe  would  not  have  want- 
ed a  ffroteftcfr,  or  afitsSionate  friend.  The 
4conduJ^o^  our  Lord,  m  this  in(b^e,ftditld 
ferve  as  a  leffon  to  all  Who  are  able  to  take 
care  of  their  relations,  by  makhig  a  proper 
provifion  for  them ;  or,  wliere  that  is  out 
4Sf  their  power,  by  Tecommcnding  thtm  to 
•the  proteftion  of  fuch  as  are  likdy  to  fap- 
ply  their  places  when  they  are  taken  from 
this  world.     St.  Paul,  in  his  firft  epiftlc  to 
Timothy,  fays :    "  Thofe  who  will  not 
•'  provide  for  their  own  families,  havcdc- 
*'  nied  the  faith,  and  are   worfe  than  ia- 
'•  fidels."    And  St.  John,   in  his  Epiftlc, 
tells  us :  "  He  that  loveth  not  his  brrther/ 
(by  which  is  meant  all  thofe  tjf  his  fcmiljr 
and  relations,)  "  whom  he  hath  Teen,  how 

••can 
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forw4idi/iaK,«ife 

/cafoos;  but  being  aur 

world,  the  care  of  kr» 

torfco/nmendliertob; 

^ndciieetdilhti 

mdfeiihfallyexecffldi 

is  natural  to  fuppofeikf 

dead;  otherHifelhew^ 

edaprotetlor.oriift^' 

«(«duaofoBrLonl,B!^ 

pnfioDfortteai;*-* 
ef  their  pover.b/ia"*^ 
Ihcproteftiofl  of  fei««^ 
p/yticirpiacewiaitl^'; 

rtBwrid.  stM";-; 

-provide  for  dieiroM'^, 
«/J<fei5."AndSt.J*«^- 


•'can  he  love  God  whom  he  h< 
"feen?" 

On  thefe  groundsi^  I  cannot  help 
differing  in  opinion  with  thofe  wl 
they  have  an  uncontroled  right  t 
fruits  of  their  own  fkill,  or  in 
and  that  they  may  diflipate  thenr 
felves,  or  beftow  them  on  who 
they  Aink  proper.'  Do  we  not,  f: 
ly,  fee  feme  parts  of  a  family  pre 
and  fu'ccefsful  in  every:  thing  the) 
take ;  while  others,  of  the  fame 
who  may  be  equally  good  arid  ind 
can  fucceed  in  nothing.  If  fuccef 
fore,  does  not  depend  upon  our  < 
deavors,  but  on  the  blefling  of  Gc 
them,  who,  for  the  wifeft  purpofes 
our  limited  capacities  cannot  p 
them,  difappoints  the  hopes  of  fon 
fervants  whilft  he  realizes  thofe  o 
are  we  not  refponfible  to  him  for 
we  make  of  his  gifts  ?  and  can 
pofe  any  means  more  acceptable 
than  by  employing  part  of  then 
lieving  the  wants  and  di^reffes  of 

40 
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our  famiiy  m  have  {mH  been  equally  faccds- 
fill  with  ourfelves?  (St.  John's  fiifte^ftk, 
chap,  iil  ver.  17.)  *'  But  whofo  bath  ^ 
**  world's  good,  and  feeth  bh  brotVr 
**  have  need,  ^nd  Ihutteth  up  Vos  bowdf 
**  of  compaffion  from  him,  how  dwdktb 
"  the  love  of  God  in  hinn  ?" 

*'  28.  After  this  JeCis,  Icaoving  that 
"  all  things  were  now  accompUftied,  th»t 
*'  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled,  iiutii,  I 
"thirft. 

**  29.  Nowthere  was  Cat  a  ycSd  foil  of 
"  vinegar :  and  they  filled  a  fpunge  with 
*'  vinegar,  and  put  it  u|>on  fayfibp,  and 
*'  put  it  to  his  mouth. 

**  30.  When  Jefus,  therdbi^  bad  it- 
"  dcived  the  vinegar,  he  fiud.  It  is  finked: 
"  and  he  bowed  bis  head,  and  gave  up  the 
"  ghofl." 

In  Pfalm  Ixix.  verfe  21.  we  find  David, 
fpeaking  in  the  perfon  of  the  Meffiah,  &y : 
"  They  gave  aoe  alfo  gall  fiar  my  meat; 
"  and  in  my  third  they  gave  me  vinegar 

«t« 
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oirH«kcutkn  «todrfnk."    When  therefore  thi 

biti&codiim?  ^f  ^^  ^^  i^^  ^  ^^  prophecies  n 

^iim.  17.)  'hr  ^j^  Meffiah  previous  to  his  death, 

•forlft  good,  mil  fe  complifhed,  our  bleffed  Lord  '  b« 

■  hw  neal  ^  ta*'  head,'  in  token  of  obedience  to  th 

'tfcoa^idn  fioin  k'  his  Father,  *  dnd  gave  op  the  ghofl 

'tk  ioK  of  God  it  b'  (hould  teach  us^  in  all  fituations,  < 

der  the  fevered  trials,  that  it  is  • 

•#i^iliii|^'  io  ^^  (he  utrtioft  refignation 

"ilidyusWRDO*""'  verence  to  the  will  of  God,  in  < 

i^Scnpmvi^^^  ward  anions  as  well  as  in  oui 

„^j^  The  other  three  evangelifts  menti 

*  Ml  ifortiere  **''"'  °"''  ^(^  cried  with  a  loud  vc 

»  indoBtif*'      n^sJtes  this  one  of  the  proofs  b 

'r  '  L-  —Ji  *he  centurion  was  convinced  of  I 

li/CsiLflrktol^'  To  underftand  this  rightly,  - 

conGder  the  nature  of  the  death  I 

fixion.    In  this  mode  of  punilhic 

life  was  not  taken  away  by  any  fi 

.    KJn'       violent  means,  but  was  worn  out  I 

jfl/l6iB/«fcJ     '0-      of  pain  and  fatigue;  fo  that  the 

eakiagiaAepemO     f       ^^^  ^  totally  exhaufted,  and 

rhey giveae^J^^f       fon  rendered  incapable  of  any 

idintiyi'^' 


^hcho^H'^'^ 
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of  voice^  fometime  before  his  fpirit  took 
its  departure.  The  centurion,  therefore, 
who  had  probably  been  ufed  to  attend 
crucifixions  and  knew  the  ^k€t  of  that 
mock  of  punifliment,  hearing  our  Lord 
cry  out  with  a  loud  voice,  which  proved 
his  ftrength  not  exhaufted,  and  feeing  him 
on  the  inftant  expire,  was  convinced  that 
his  life  was  at  his  own  difpofal  (a  power 
which  he  knew  belonged  to  God  alone) 
and  that  he  laid  it  down  voluntarily. 

''31.  The  Jews,  therefore,  becaufe  it 
"  was  the  Preparation,  that  the  bodies 
**  (hould  not  remain  upon  the  crofs  on  the 
"  fabbath-day,  (for  that  fabbath-day  vas 
"  an  high  day,)  befought  Pilate  that  their 
^'  legs  might  be  broken,  and  that  thej 
"  might  be  taken  away. 

'*  32.  Then  came  the  foldiers,  and  brake 
*'  the  legs  of  the  firft,  and  of  the  other 
'*  which  was  crucified  with  him. 

*'  33.  But  when  they  came  to  Jefus, 
*'  and  faw  that  he  was  dead  already,  they 
"  brake  not  his  legs : 

''34.  But 


^  munm^  our  blessed  saviouj 

(ime,kiacmM  **  34-  But  one  of  the  fpldiei 

BdeyanorR  Thecr  <*  fpear  pierced  his   fide,  and 

lio  y  probably  k'  "  c«ne  thereout  blood  and  wat 
auctions  andkiwi  "  35-  And  he  that  faw  it  bai 

aodc  of pufliMk  "  ^^ ^^'  '^^^^'"'^  ^'  '™^ '  ^"^ }^ 

•I  u,j  r«  •  "  that  he  faith  true,  that  ye  mirf 

..  n     L^  uii«  30'  For  thefe  things  were  c 

on  the  inllant  expiry  «^  „  j^^^^  ^^  j^|^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^y.^ 

hi,life»^atkow^  «  37.  Andagain,anotherfcrip 

wAicli  he  knew  bdoDj^;  „  ^,       ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^j. 

aDddutklaKl'tJ"*'^  "pierced." 

-31.  The  JeA^  Xhe  pafehal  lamb  was  a  type 

«  Wis  the  frcpant*'!   '  and  whatever  is  faid  of  that  appli. 

« Ihould  not  rcmaiflDP'  ^^  ^^ .  jj^yj^  j^  Exodus,  ch.  xi 

«  fabbath Jay,  (for  ti«i  if  jt  is  faid :  «  Neither  fliall  ye  bre; 

«  an  %i  <Jay')  '^'^^  ;!  "  thereof."    Pfalm  xxxiv.  ver.  2 

•'  kgs  might  be  broH  *  «  keepeth  all  his  bones ;  not  one 

"jnifhtbetaioia'")''  «  is  broken."  Alfo,  in  Numbers 

« 02.  TicD'*"*'^    -■  ver.  12.)  where  the  pafehal  lam 

*'  the  legs  ofthebi  ^^  fpoken  of,  it  is  direfted  that  they 

« (,-j.  But  vhen  t^  "^  not  break  the  legs  of  Jefus,  as  m 

ffiWtbiti^^  others',  was,  evidently,  from  an  01 

ItrakeootBlef      <, 
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Power  preventing  him,  that  every  part  of 
Scripture  refpe£Ung  the  Meffiah  might  be 
fulfilled.  The  prophecies,  Mkcwik,  refpeS- 
ifig  the  piercing  of  our  ford's  Gde,  axe 
equally  worthy  of  note  :  (iSecharah,  ch. 
xii.  ver.  la)  "And  I  will  pour  upon  the 
'^  houfe  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabi- 
'*  tants  of  Jerufalem,  the  (pint  of  gntcc 
'^  andof  fupplications  :  and  theyfliallJaoi 
upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
they  (hall  moum  for  him,  as  one  mourn- 
''  eth  for  his  only  fon,  and  Oiall  be  in  hk* 
*'  temefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitter- 
«'  ncfs  for  his  firft-bom.*  This  prophecy 
(although,  doubtlefs,  alluding  to  a  more 
general  converfion  of  the  Jews  at  afauiTe 
period)  may  be  faid  to  have  taken  place, 
m  part,  at  the  very  time ;  for  we  are  told 
by  St.  Luke,  (chap,  xxiii.  ver.  48.):  "And 
,  **  all  the  people  that  came  together  to  that 
"  fight,  beholding  the  things  which  wcit 
"  done,  fmote  their  breafts  and  returned." 
Among  thofe  dcfcribed  in  the  above  verfe 
were,  probably,  many  who  had  reviled  and 
infulted  our  Lord  during  his  trial  and  in 

his 
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his  way  tp  execution,  as  alfo  th< 
who  pierced  his  fide :  it  could  n 
merely  his  friends  and  followers, 
are  feparately  mentioned  in  the  v 
verfe. 

.  Although  it  appeared  to  the 
that  our  Lord  was  afius^Uy  dead 
make  fure,  he  pierced  him  in  the  i 
a  fpear ;  and  we  are  told  thait  the 
from  the  wound  l)lood  and  water, 
underfiand  tp  have  been  a  certai 
of  death;  but  it  may  alfo  be  co 
as  a  type  and  emblem  of  the  tw< 
ments  of  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fi 


"  38.  And  after  this,  Jofeph  of 
thea  (being  a  difciple  of  Jefus 
cretly  for  fear  of  the  Jews)  I 
Pilate  that  he  might  take  away  t 
of  Jcfus  ;  and  Pilate  gav^  hin 
He  canoe,  therefore,  and  took  t] 
of  Jefus. 

"  39.  And  there  came  alfo  Nic« 
(which  at  the  firft  came  to  J 
night,)  and  brought  a  mixture  a 
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*'  and  aloes,  about  an  hundred  poutid 
**  weight. 

^'40.  Then  took  they  the  body  of 
**  Jefus,  and  wouttd  it  in  Iiilcw  clothes, 
*^  with  the  fpices,  as  the  manner  of  the 
•*  Jews  is  to  bury. 

''41.  Now  In  the  place  whcte-he  wai 
"crucified,  there  was  a  garden ;  and  in 
•'the  garden  a  tiew  fepulchre,  wherein 
•*  was  never  man  yet  laid.  • 

"  42.  There  laid  they  Jefus,  therefore, 
'*  becaufe  of  the  Jews*  Preparation-day ; 
"  for  the  fepulchre  was  nigh  at  hand." 

Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  as  well  as  Nico- 
demus,  was  privately  a  difciple  of  our 
Lord ;  but  fear  of  the  Jews  had  induced 
ihem  both  to  conceal  their  fentiments 
during  his  life-time.  They  now  fufifer 
their  attachment  to  be  publicly  knovm; 
the  former,  by  begging  the  body  of  Jefus; 
which  Pilate  immmediately  grants :  the 
latter,  by  furnifhing  coftly  fpices  for  his 
burial.  We  may  naturally  fuppofe  that 
the  marvellous  events  which  attended  his 

execution, 
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•jgd  aloo;  ainxitiiiE  execution,  added  to  the  indignat: 

'k^  muft  have  felt  at  the  unheard-of  * 

« ^0.  Tben  took  tk  •  exercifed  upon  our  bleffed  Lord,  p 

•  Uqs,  and  vooodit!  this  change  in  them. 

"ikiti  ttefpHWiisi  Thus  was  fulfilled  the  prop! 

"Jewsstobatj.  Ifaiah,  fchap.  liii.  ver.  9.) :  "And 

"11.  NowintbejilK  "  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  ' 

« crucilied,  tlwe  ms  if ,  **  rich  in  his  death ;  becaufe  he  h 

.^tliejpitbaKffi?^  "  no  violence,  neither  was  any  < 

«W5av«rniaiiyetbi  «  his  mouth."    Although  Chrift 

« .2  IkelaililKff  only  guilUefs  perfon  on  earth,  yel 

lJ,  f  nf  the  y^  taken  upon  himfelf  our  fins,  he  fu 

/•   Jduttf^'  ^°  ^^  punifhmient  due  to  them— tl 

iortflC  p  ^j-  ^  raalefaftor,  and  to  be  laid  in ; 

,    j^  je  as  if  he  had  been  mere  finful  man ; 

Jofephof  AnfflJ.^^  alfo  made  his  grave  '  with  the  ri. 

demos,  was  pi    /    ,  y^  jj^jy  ^^^5  j^jj  j^  ^l^g  ftone  fepu 

loid;  Mtio''      r^  Jofeph,  a  man  of  rank  and  confe 

{^  both  to  to  jjjjj  jjjg  j^qQ^  coflly  fpices  were  m 

during  his  B^  ^-  of  at  his  burial. 

tjjcir  attachmW"  ^         Having  now  feen  all  the  prophi 

tkfora^^M^'^^i.d  fpefting  our  Lord's  life  and  deat 

vfhich  Nate  "°^jj^  pleted,  I  fhall  beg  my  reader's  ind 

latter,  by  hn^i  j  uf  whilfl  I  offer  a  few  obfervations  on  t 

i,o/iai.   Wc  DK>r  *^>  •f  our  Creed  which  fays,  "  He  dc 
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••  intQ  Hell."  On  Uiis  fubjea,  ^ivinm 
b9.ve  Md  diSbreat  ofMaioas ;  (bme  afeil* 
IDg  tHat  the  word  made  vfe  of  wd  wbidb 
has  been  tranflated  'hell'  nMsaos  iiothing 
more  than  'the  grave*,  or  the  place nf  the 
dead ;  and  thus  it  certainly  iecfos  to  hvK 
beer\  underQood  by  thofe  y^  oewafiofed 
^c Creed, as  it  goe» on  lo  fay, "The third 
4ay  he  rofe  again  fr^in  tbe  deftdf  others 
afeoC  (pinion  that  th?  words  flumld  be 
UQ4eFftood  in  a  literal  fenle^  and  thai  his 
fnil.did  a^vally  dePcepd  into  Hdl.  la 
^he  fixteenth  Pfalm,  (verfe  lo.)  David, 
(fpeaking  in  the  perfqn  of  Chrift,)  fays : 
'*  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  Hell : 
"  neither  wilt  thou  fufier  thine  Holy  One 
*•  to  fee  corruption."  If  we  adopt  the 
latter  idea,  we  are  sot  to  fuppofe  that 
h^  fu^ered  any  of  its  toroients,  but  thai 
he  went  thither  to  manifeft  ht&^  tiiun^ 
over  the  grand  enemy  of  mankincL,  whofe 
champion  and  redeemer  he  was:  but 
-whatever  it  was  which  carried  him-  tbithcF, 
if  he  reajly  did  defcend  into  Hell,  of  t^ 
we  Baay  be  affured,  that  it  ww  in  his  cha- 

rafter 
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rader  of  the  Saviour  of  ma 
quently,  for  the  glory  and 
human  race.  Let  us,  tl 
grateful  hearts,  adore  his  i 
goodaefs;  and  to  him,  iin 
and  the  Holy  Ghofi,  offer 
ihankfgiving  for  ever  and  e 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH. 


I   '■ 


ST.  JOHN^    CHAP.  XX. 


BEFORE  wc  enter  upon  the  chapter 
now  before  us,  I  (hall  beg  leave,  as 
I  have  done  upon  feme  other  occafions^ 
to  call  the  attention  of  my  readers  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  on   which  it 
treats  —  namely,  the  refurreftion  of  our 
blefled  Lord :  in  our  firm  belief  of  which 
all  our  hopes  of  happinefs  through  him 
muft  depend ;  for  without  this  mod  glo- 
rious proof  of  his  divinity,  our  faith  in 
him  would  be  ufelefs :  thus^  St.  Paul  tells 
us,  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  his  firft 
epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  :  "  If  Chrift  be 
"  not  rifen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain; 

•'and 
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^  and  your  faith  is  alfo  vain  ;*'  and 
in  the  feventeenth  verfe  of  the  fame  < 
"  And  if  Chrift  be  not  raifed,  yo 
"  is  vain ;  ye  are  yet  in  your  fins 
(MIU  m  Vm  The  church,  fully  fenfible  of  th 
fity  of  imprefling  this  faith  in  oui 
has  appointed  an  annual  commenc 
qf  this  and  the  other  great  and  mei 
events  which  attended  our  Lord's 
at  the  particular  feafons  when  th 
place  ;    by  which  we  become,  as 

nEFORE  n  enter  f^  ^P.^^^^"  of  them,  and,  with  the 

n      L  t       tUw  fsii^h,  fee  the  bleffed  babe — the  c 

x/iK)wtetoDeii5,lP«  ^    .              J    u    T     J     f    1 

.           r    ^'  oaviour — and  the  Lord  of  glon 

f kr  im  upon  io««^  ^^.     ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j 

5  call  the  zmm<^^^  ^^^^  triumphantly  from  the  grave, 
oportaDCc  of  tie  fjrf*  ^^  captivity  captive,  and  becon 
satt-uamcly,  tie  nftn^      ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^g^tl^  ^^^  j^^j,^  ^^^^^^ 

MUri'.'mow^^  to  thofe  glorious  manfioris  from 

our  hop  of  iappDw^  j^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  receive  all  honor, 

I  depend;  for  W""*'  * ,  dominion.worfliipand  glory,  world  - 

J  proof  of  iB(ln^'*  end.    When  we  are  aifembled  to  < 

juW  be  ufe/efi  *  l^i*.  morate  thefe  great  and  wonderful 

tbe  flianti  ciaptf  can  we  fail  to  feel  our  hearts  deep 

,0  tbe  Comttami-'l^  xefted  in  them,  and  to  offer  the  tri 
ifeo,  then  s  out  f^. 


I  L 

to 
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our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  to.God 
for  fuch  -unmerited  favors?  Stanhope 
^aks  thus  of  £after-day  :  ''  Thii  is  that 
*'  day  peculiar  to  Chriftians»  winch  dit 
'^  tinguifhcs  us  from  all  the  world.  Be- 
«^  fides  the  day  of  our  Lord's  nativky, 
^  Jews  and  Gentiles  will  confeb  that  of 
^  his  paffion.  All  the  adverfaries  of  oor 
'^religion  boaH  of  foppofing  diey  2nd 
f  foiled  this  champion  of  fouls :  but  this 
^^  day  of  his  refurredion  none  but  we  can 

*  celebrate,  becaufe  none  but  we  ackooiF* 

*  ledge  that  he  came  off  with  conqoefti 
^  and  defeated  all  that  malice  which  en- 
*'  deavored  his  deftrudion.'^  If  fucb  k  die 
importance  of  diis  faith,  let  us  ieriouQy 
^nd  attentively  reflet  what  are  the  advan- 
tages it  brings,  and  what  the  particular 
duties  it  impofes  on  us.  The  advantages 
of  fuch  a  faith  are  the  firm  afibrance  and 
convi6lion  that,  as  our  Lord  and  Mafier 
was  ratfed  from  the  grave  and  afcended 
into  Heaven,  in  like  mamier  fhaU  the 
bodies  of  all  thofe  who  are .  his  true  and 
faithful  fervants  arife,  and  become  par- 

ukers 
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orao^flKe/iilacliinb  Utkers  with  him  of  everlafting  ha 

bt  Sd  woaitd  k  in  his  kingdom.    Of  this  we  can  1 

^thusofEak-di.  ^^^^  '*  ^^^^  '^^  ^°^^  ^^  ^^^>  ^ 

"daypdiaitoCbJ  truth  itfelf,  has  declared  it.   Thedu 

"wAwfmi'.  PQfedonusbythisfaithare,tDlove 

«Afe  the  kj  of  arf  ^^^  ""^i^'"^^  "»  ^^'  "^^  '°  **^^° 

•  few  and  GeDdfl  «<  ^^''^  ^""'^^^  *""  ^^  ^^™^'  """"^  J 

LL.  .JL-.   Ill  Itfik  ^^''^y  **?**"  *^*'  *^*y  which  he  has  de 

'^r^r^jZ  'ohimfelf.    On  Chriftians  there  is 

-Wed  thi  ctoaF' »*  ^  is  their  fabbath,  but  alfo  as  it  was  c 

«iy  ofiBKfiwJ  ^^  ^he  firft  day  of  the  week  from 

''cdcl>nie,iecmkmV  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^^.^^  ^^j^^ 

•%  tk  lie  came**  j^^^j^^  ^f  ^j^^j^  ^^^  ^^  Mafter," 

» and  defeated  all  t»  ■»  perpetual  remembrance  of  the  infij 

"  deavoitdliisdefifJO*  vantages  enfured  to  them  by  his  n 

J0MtaBCt  oi  m»^  tion :— on  that  ^orious  day  our 

MdatteBttvel/Kfcfi'*'"  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  all  thofe 

Mfo  it  brMg^  ^     ,.  bonds  cancelled  which  by  fin   y 

iodes  k  impofo "°  *  L  contraacd. 

f^hchifu'^'^'^^jj         Notwithftandbg  I  have  treatec 

•ottviBm  tia^^^jf  a  former  occafion,  pretty  much  a 

jjiaifedfioffl^^  J  ^V^^  the  due  obfervation  of  the 

jjcavcD,  in  ^'  '^■g  ^^Y'  V^  ^^  "»"c^^  ^™  I  convinced  t 

^  of  ail  tl**  *^  "'lLi  Sr'^^eft  part  of  the  wickednefs  w 
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fee  praftifed  is  owing  to  the  negleft  of 
this  duty,  that  I  cannot  help  once  moie 
reminding  my  readers  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  it.  I  would  alfo  wi(b  to  warn 
,  them  againft  an  opinion  which,  I  fear, 
is  too  general  amongft  all  ranks  of  people, 
that,  provided  they  pafs  a  part  of  the  day 
in  the  fervice  of  the  church,  they  are  at 
liberty  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  it  in  any 
way  that  either  fancy,  pleafure,  or  btereft, 
may  incite  them  to.  This  becomes  ftill 
more  dangerous  when  praftifed  by  people 
of  fuperior  rank,  or  in  the  heads  of  fa- 
milies, by  the  example  it  holds  out  to 
their  children  and  dependants  ;  who  will 
be  very  apt,  if  they  fee  their  elders  and 
fuperiors  confider  any  part  of  the  Lord's 
day  as  lefs  facred  than  the  reft,  to  tefe 
their  reverence  for  it  altogether.  Surely, 
the  few  hours  which  the  Lord  has  de- 
dicated to  himfelf,  ought  not  to  be  thought 
too  much  by  creatures  who  owe  every 
thing,  even  their  very  exiftence,  to  him; 
more  efpecially  when  we  confider,  that 
this  duty  is  required  of  us  for  our  own 

intercft, 
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fc/j/airf  is  on^ s     mtereft,  that  we  may  be  rendered 

tipim,tkl  cm     of  infinite  happinefs  to  all  eternity 

/minding  my  raden;     properly  might  the  time,  previous 

ponanceofiL  IwobM      commencement  of  the  church-fer 

im  igM  in  ofm     employed  in  meditation,  and  in  brin 

hiinds  into  that  devout  frame,  b 

alone  we  can  properly  perform  th 

inihereniceoftlicck:     duty;  and  the  time  afterwards,  ir 

^'  lofpeiid  theiBB?     voring  to  remedy  any  failures,  wan 

iBViiutdtlicr6ncy,|)l«;     or  omilfions,  which  we  may  hai 


nay  kck  them  ta  ^'  gu^ty  of  in  the  courfe  of  it ! 

aoK i»mm^f        Although  the  apottles,  up6n  the  | 

of  fupcnof /ani,  ori*'  before-mentioned,  were  permitted 

thcircMdren  andij^i^  be  kept,  they  gave  no  authority  t 

Y  tiff  fell''  tians  to  curtail  its  length,  or  to  < 

|)C  very  apt,  i  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^  ^^  bufinefs  or  pleai 

fcpenoB  confidff  W  ^^  ^^^^^  j^  contbued  exadly  as  , 

(lieiritvereDceforital^.  5^^^ 

taJfol.«nre//;o«iffc'^"^  «  i.  The  firft  day  of  the  week 

X,  muc/i  hj  c^m^  «  Mary  Magdalene,  early,  when  it 

ing,  even  ^  fj'  ^  **  dark,  unto  the  fepulchre,  and  fe 

,rc  efpec'aik  ""f ,  j,,*  "  ftone  taken  away  from  the  fepul 

duty  IS  required  <i^\  \^  ^„^ 
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<'  5^^  Then  (he  runneth,  and  cometh  to 
^*  Simon- Peter,  and  to  the  other  difciplc 
•*  whom  Jefus  loved,  and  faith  unto  them, 
'*  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of 
^'  the  fepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where 
•*  they  have  laid  him." 

AUhough  St.  John  mentions  Mary  Mag- 
dalene  only,  upon  this  occafion,  (proba- 
bly becaufe  {he  was  the  principal  peribo^ 
being  the  firft  to  whom  our  Lwd  ihewed 
himfelf,}  yet  there  cap  be  no  doubt  bat 
flie  had  companions  with  her :  we  canndt 
(uppofe  ihe  would  have  gone  by  bcriclf 
upon  fuch  an  errand^  and  at  fuch  an  hour 
too ;  and  fo  we  are  told  by  the  othis 
evangtlills^  who  meojtkm  the  names  oH 
fane  other  women  with  her»  as  alft>  that 
theid:  diefign  wa&  to  anoint  his  body  with 
fpices  they  had  before  prepared  for  that 
purpofe,  as  the  laft  fad  office  of  refpeftfiil 
regard  they  co6j(J  fhew  him.  On  their 
arrival  at  the.  fepulchre,  they  found  the 
Hone  rolled  away  firom  its  knouth  :  a  cir- 
cumdasice  which  (St..  Mark  teUs  us)  re- 
lieved 


m  munmt 
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.   n  A   «A      lieved  tham  frotn  much  perple 

,.    „      J . ;     they  knev  not  how  they  ihoulc 

,    ,  r  ,  J         admittance  for  the  petfotmance 

'^^M^     pious  duties.    For  the  better  unc 
"Theybavetakaawi      .^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^   .^^ 

-iJK^rt,  mt^     Matthew,  chap,  xxvii.  where  we  f 
"Aykf /aidliini.'       jhat  jh^  chief  priefts  and  elders  ap 

Pilate  for  a  guard  to  fecure  the 
AlihoughStJolun*     Chrift,  under  pretence  of  the  dan^ 
<yatt(»ly,ufK)Pliii«*     jj^jng  fto|g„  ^way  by  his  difcipl 
■  '    f&k'm^P     might  then  fpread  a  report  that 

arifen  from  the  dead,  as  when 


tcingtJKfiriltowlioo*' 


hiafdQjfi^^  had  foretold.     Pilate  granting 

ftfiadcoiDpanKW  *'''''  guard,  they  went  to  the  fepulcl 

ijmpofe  fe  v**^  '""^  made  every  thing  as  fecure  as 

fttch  ao  enand  »»''**  fealing  the  ftone  which  { St.  Mark 

.  mdhveif  ^^'  was  rolled  to  the  mouth  of  it,  and 

_Luj,  viio  bW*"*'  a  guard  over  it.     Thefe  meafurej 

t^tkt  voa^  ^^'^  caution  which  they  now  took,  ferv 

7*^ »r    ^^  10 aw"'''*  ^^^^  as  the ftrongeft proofs  agaii 

f       thcyhii^^'"'^'  ^^^^'*'''   ^  ^''^  effeaually  barre 

f     tie M fi''*^''  ^^^^'^ '°  ^"y  artifice  being  employ< 

^aC  c(^i^^^  difciples,  had  they  been  inclined  t 

;  ^^  iejw'f^  *^''  purTuance  of  the  ftory,  St.  Matthe 

/lf!Lar frw  i""^'  ''''''"'•  '^^'-  ^-  3.  40  tells  us,  tha 
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the  women  as  above  related  arrived  at  the 
lepulchre,  "  there  was  a  great  earthquake : 
"  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  defcended 
"  from  Heaven,  and  came  and  roiled  back 
"  the  fione  from  the  door,  and  fat  upon 
*'  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightmDg, 
**  and  his  nument  white  as  fnow :  and  for 
"  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  (hake,  and 
*•  became  as  dead  men ;"  and,  (in  the  i2ih 
and  three  following  verfes  j  he  adds:  "Now, 
"  when  they  were  going,"  (that  is,  die  dif- 
ciples,)  "  behold,  fome  of  the  watch  came 
"  into  the  city,  and  (hewed  unto  die  chief 
•*  priefts  all  the  things  that  were  done. 
"  And  when  they  were  aflembled  with 
"  the  elders,  and  had  taken  counfel,  diey 
"  gave  large  money  unto  the  foldien,  fay- 
♦•  ing,  Say  ye.  His  difciples  came  by  night, 
"  and  ftole  him  away  while  we  flepL 
"  And  if  this  come  to  the  governor's  ean, 
*'  we  will  perfuade  him,  and  fecure  you. 
"  So  they  took  the  money,  and  did  as  they 
*•  were  taught :  and  this  faying  is  com- 
"  monly  reported  among  the  Jews  until 
"  this  day." 

The 


SSI  miMLWi 
ibffQun&iipvtiik 

•jbrtheangdoftiie: 
'fiooHeanandcaii 


•andhisramflitwlijts^ 
"forofhimtlieiapE- 
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"And  when  theyifW^ 
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The  circumftance  of  the  foldi 
cye-witneffes  of  all  the  miraculo 
which  attended  the  refurreftio 
Lord,  placed  the  truth  of  it  oi 
more  fatisfaftory  ground,  than 
ciples   and   friends    had   been 
evidences  of  it :  nay,  it  is  beyond 
that  even  the  priefts  and  elders  tl 
were  fully  convinced  by  the  re 
the  foldiers;   as,  otherwife,  the 
have  brought  them  to  trial,  a 
caufed  the  utmoft  feverity  of  t' 
be  inflifted  on  them  for  their  ne 
raifing  fuch  a  falfehood,  inftead 
them  money.     And,  here,  we 
ferve  how  naturally  one  crime 
another :   they  had  ftied  innocei 
and  are  now  guilty  of  the  bs 
fuborning  falfe  witnefTes  to  co: 
proofs  of  it*     Their  conduft  t 
occafion,  appears  ftill  more  deteft 
upon  any  former;  becaufe  the 
itfelf  proves  their  conviftion  t] 
Chrift,  whom  they  had  flain,  was, 
the  promifed  Mefliah.    We  ma^ 
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ferve  the  difficulties  and  contradidions 
thofe  perfons  fall  into^  who  deviate  frtHn 
the  path  of  truth. 

It  is  impoffiblc  to  conceive  any  thing 
ihore  glaringly  abfurd^  than  the  ftory  in- 
vented upon  this   occafion  :   indeed,  it 
would  feem,  that  fear,  added  to  their  ma* 
lice,  had  deprived  them  of  their  leafoning 
faculties.     In  the  firft  place^  had  the  fol* 
diers  been  afleep,  how  could  they  tell  what 
happened  during  that  period  ?    But,  fnp- 
pofing  they  were  fo,  can  it  be  concrived 
that  they  would  publifh  their  own  gailt, 
in  a  point  fo  highly  criminal  by  military 
difcipline  that  they  muft  put  themfclvd 
into  the  power  of  every  one  to  whom  they 
related  it,  except  they   were  aifured  of 
pardon  and  fecurity  from  thofe  who  had 
fet  them  to  watch  the  fepulchre?  And 
no  ftronger  evidence  can  be   wanted  of 
the  falfehood  of  the  whole  tale,  and  that  it 
was  invented  toanfwerthe  purpofes  of  the 
priefls  and  elders,  than  that  they  fliould 
fuffer  thofe  men  to  go  unpuniftied,  who  by 
fo  fcandalous  a  breach  of  duty  had  de- 

feate4 
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fisated  their  purpofe  (as  declared  t 

mepatm    m,  ^j-  p^^yj^g  jgfyg  ^n  impoftor  b^ 

dfjidioftnith.  j^^^  Qf  l^i^  prophecy  That  he  wo 

tBinipoilttocra?  fyom  the- dead  on  the  third  da^ 

■ore  glaringly  Aliinii  appears  to  have  confounded  th« 

ftgeni  vpoa  tfe  xth  \^q{^  of  the  priefts  and  foldiers ; 

•dbM  lean,  that  fear,  «s  fucceeding  ages  might  be  convince 

ict,  had  deprived  knit  malice  of  the  former,  and  the  falfe 

jicnhk  In  die  M  plK"  the  latter. But  to  return  to  ou 

It  is  plain  that  the  women  had 
leaft  idea  of  their  Lord's  being  ril 

■irerefo,ca!iik  the  dead,  by  their  informing  the 

„»i„,v  „JoMpiikMiiP'  That  he  had  been  taken  out  of 

i,  a  point  fo  higWy  o""*'  pulchre,  and  that  they  knew  not  i 

jffcipliDC  that  they  df-  had  been  laid. 
i«othepotferofeKij<«»;  „  ^     ^ 

^ei  n  exttpt  tiff  «»*  '*  3-  Pe«er,  therefore,  went  fo 

ftli«nto»^tcfttfe(f^  "pulchie.    .      . 
flmn<r.r  evideKf  ODi(^         "  4.  So  they  ran  both  togeth 

'^'^^tX^^f^  "^firfttothefepulchre. 
T1I.Z  *  ^'  "  5.  And  he,  ftooping  down,  a, 

rtAoferacoWgouBF  «  weat  he  not  in.    .   . 
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"  6.  Then  cometh  Simon-Peter  follow-* 
"  ing  him,  and  went  into  the  fepulchrej 
"  and  feeth  the  linen  clothes  lie, 

"  7.  And  the  napkin  that  was  about 
"  his  head,  not  lying  with  the  Vinen 
"  clothes,  but  wrapped  together  in  a  place 
•'byitfelf. 

"  8.  Then  went  in  alfo  that  other  dif- 
*'  ciple  which  came  fitft  to  the  fepulchrej 
^  and  he  faw,  and  believed. 

"  9.  For  as  yet  they  knew  not  the 
**  Scripture,  that  he  muft  rife  again  front 
^  the  dead. 

"  10.  Then  the  difciples  went  away 
•*  again  unto  their  own  home.** 

The  two  difciples  to  whom  Mary  Mag- 
dalene had  communicated  what  (he  had 
obferved,  repaired  immediately  to  the  fc- 
pulchre,  to  fatisfy  themfelves  of  the  faft ; 
but  he  who  arrived  firft  did  not  venture  in 
till  Peter,  whofe  courage  feldom  failed  Mm, 
led  the  way.  They  found  that  the  body 
was  not  there,  and  formed  the  fame  judg- 
ment as  Mary  had  done— that  fomebody 

had 


"iv  im,  aiuj  wot  k 

•ffldleeiliAtliMdoE 

" 7.  And  the  napb' 

-&  M  ««  W 
•filxiies,6at  wrapped  B? 


"8.  TlwiwaitiajS' 
-qpJewliiciicaiBeliiis' 

•mdliefaw.aiKl'^'i^   ■ 
"^  for  as )« ilff* 

"ticdeaA 

«,a  Then  the #' 
-again  unto  their otnil«»* 

T&ctwodifcipte«'*!f 
Abe  had  com^. 

cbkM  f^'fZi: 
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had  ftolen  it  away  :  for,  as  yet, 
not  underftand  the  meaning  of  ou 
difcourfes  refpefting  his  refurreftio: 
therefore  returned  home,  wonde 
doubt,  that,  as  they  had  not  at 
fo  dangerous  an  undertaking,  a 
elfe  (hould  have  done  it.  The 
ftance,  too,  of  the  burial-clothes  b< 
behind,  muft  have  added  to  their  fi 
(ince  it  is  not  probable  that  a  perf< 
ing  to  fteal  away  the  body  would 
ftrip  it,  and  to  lay  the  clothes  i 
order;  as  every  moment  they  ftay 
have  added  to  the  danger  of  dc 
The  utmoft  expedition  would,  i 
ftredly,  have  been  ufed  in  the  p 
ance  of  fo  hazardous  an  attemf 
even  fuppofing  there  had  been  ti 
thing  was  in  itfelf  imprafticable  ; 
fpices  ufed  by  Nicodemus  and  Joi 
the  preparation  for  his  burial,  wot 
made  the  linen  ftick  fo  clofe  to  tl 
after  it  had  lain  any  time  in  that  ftj 
it  muft  have  been  next  to  impoffib 
parate  them.  The  napkin  bein^ 
4R  U 
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together,  and  laid  by  itfelf,  ferves  to  protv 
that  there  was  not  the  leaft  hurry  or  con* 
fiifiion  when  our  Lord  left  the  fepnlchre; 
which  would  undoubtedly  have  bxn  the 
cafe,  had  he  been   ftolen  from  thence. 
Thefe  minute  circumilances  are  of  modi 
more  importance  than  many  people  may 
be  aware  of;  as,  when  ferioufly  and  pn>» 
perly  confidered,  they  add  to  the  many 
other  convincing  proofs  of  Chrift's  reTor* 
re6lion.    That  this  was  the  opinion  of  St 
John,  there  can  be  no  doubt;  othemFifeiie 
would  not  have  detailed  them  fo  particu* 
larly.     Every  circumftance  refpefting  our 
Lord's  burial   appears  to  have  been  fo 
ordered,  by  an  over-ruling  Power,  as  to 
leave  no  fhadow  of  doubt  of  the  reality  of 
his  refurreftion^  or  that  it  was  effefted  by 
his  own  power  and  authority.     Thus,  he 
was  buried  in  a  new  tomb,  ^  where  yd 
never  man  was  laid  :'  had  it  been  other* 
wife,  the  Jews  might  have  fainted  feme 
one  of  the  bodies  before  laid  there,  and 
have  attributed  his  arrfing  from  the  dead 
to  a  circumftance  (imilar  to  that  related 

ifi 
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....  la  the  fecond  book  of  Kings,  (d 

w^,M^A^  ver.  21.)  where  we  are  informed 

biiAv)awUV  ^f  £|jj,j^^  ypQjj  touching  the  bon. 

flock  wM  '^'"^  prophet,  revived  and  flood  upon 

de;  y  if  ieo  i  We  are  told,  moreover,   That 

jyimmamk^  pulchre  was  hewn  out  of  a  rock ; 

Borein^ionancetiiiis  t^g  fQc\^  itfelf  muft  have  formec 

bcavaieofias,^)^  rendered  it  impregnable  to  any 

ft^coiSAati,^*  from  any  other  part  than  the  fror 

other  cooviKiiigpioo&^''  the  watch  was  fet,  and  to  which  a 

jMoa.  Ik  tl*  '"'^^  affixed,  after  they  had  placed  a  lai 

jgkg  fjitnmht'^^^  there.    Nothing  was  therefore  lei 

"U  not  law  ^^'  P"^  ^^^  elders,  but  the  invent! 

,  ,    £yg^  atoa^^  ftory  as  abfurd  as  it  was  improbal 

.         iflf***'^  «fepulchre,  weeping:  and  as  {h 

^'*''!^  nrtftfi"^  "  ^e  ftooped  down,  and  looked 

^     ^TIhJ^*^'  "fepulchre.   . 

htt(mp^        .  (  ^.  i2.  And  feeth  two  angels  ii 

*^            y' W'^  ** ^"i»«»* *e  one  at  the  head,  ; 

^'^^j^ltiii^  «fus  had  lain. 
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'*  why  wcepeft  thou  ?  She  faith  unto  them, 
•*  Becaufe  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord, 
*'  and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him. 

'*  14.  And  when  (he  had  thus  laid,  (he 
*^  turned  herfelf  back,  and  faw  Jefus  ftand- 
"  ing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was  Jefus. 

"  15.  Jefus  faith  unto  her.  Woman, 
**  why  weepeft  thou  ?  whom  feekeft  thou  ? 
"  She,  fuppofing  him  to  be  the  gardcDer, 
"  faith  unto  him,  Sir,  if  thou  have  hotnt 
**  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  haft  laid 
''  him,  and  I  will  take  him  away. 

"  16.  Jefus  faith  \mto  her,  Majry.  She 
"  turned  herfelf,  and  faith  unto  him,  Rab- 
"  boni ;  which  is  to  fay,  Mafter, 

"  17.  Jefus  faith  unto  her.  Touch  mc 
^  not :  for  I  am  not  yet  afcended  to  my 
"  Father :  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  Tay 
"  unto  them,  I  afcend  unto  my  Father, 
**  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and 
"  your  God. 

"  18.  Mary  Magdalene  came  and  told 
''  the  difciples  that  flie  had  feen  the  Lord, 
'•'  and  that  he  had  fpoken  thefe  things 
''  unto  hen" 

Marv 


« ij.  Jefiis  lai  1 


^  munmi  -  our  blessed  savioc 

*i4ywfpcfliliOfl?i  Mary  Magdalene,  by  her  pre 

"toiiifefliavetiik  duft,  made  good  the  faying  of  i 

•^d  Ibovnolwherc:  to  Simon,  when  this  very  Mary  Wc 

«ji  And  when  llic   •  ing  his  feet,  refpefting  the  beh; 

thofe  who  having  widely  ftrayed 

right  path  were  forgiven  and  re 

favor,   (St.  Luke,   chap.  vii.   v* 

whyweepefttk?.^  "  Wherefore  I  fay  unto  thee, 

!      I    c;  if-  "  loved  much :  but  to  whom  lit 

„     u,  "  given,   the  fame  loveth   littU 

J  r  II  I  felt  *°^^  *"^  aflPeftion  to  our  Lord  h 

"f"'        rih*k^  ^^^"^  proportion  to  the  favors  (h 

"  10.  Joo^        ,  ceived  from  him :  this  prevented 

"tunximxii^^  quitting  the  fepulchre  till  Ihe  h, 

"boni;  which  BWbj,^  ^^^^  intelligence  of  her  Lord. 

« 17.  Jefus  TaJ""  ^'^^  trefs  of  her  mind  was  fo  great,  tha 

«r  not  .for  I  am  w^)"^.  to  have  got  the  better  of  the 

«  father :  hot  go  to  a/  ^  weaknefs  of  humanity ,  and  (he  er 

"oDtothem,  la"^    .  converfation  with   the    angels, 

« and  yo'"'  ^*'*^''    ""  ""^her  terror  or  aflPright,  in  the  fa 

■I  yQur  Goi  ^  ner  as  (he  would  have  done  witl 


" /&  Maty  A^^r**,  ^  beings.  With  what  exquifite  dell 
t/ie  difciplei  t/iatlliei»^  {he  have  difcovered  that  the  perfi 
ind  that  he  had  fp(^  (he  had  miftaken  for  the  gard« 


mo  her." 
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really  and  truly  her  mailer  aiifen  from 
the  dead* 

"  19,  Then  the  fame  day  at  cvemng, 
*'  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week^  vhcn  the 
*'  doors  were  (hut  where  the  difcipks 
<*  were  aflembled  for  fear  of  the  Jew^ 
^'  came  Jefus  and  flood  in  the  midft,  and 
^*  faith  unto  them,  Peace  be  unto  you. 

^  80».  And  when  he  had  fo  faid,  he 
*'  fhewed  unto  them  his  hands  and  his  fide. 
^  Then  were  the  difciples  glad,  when  they 
"  faw  the  Lord, 

"21.  Then  faid  Jefus  to  them  again, 
"  Peace  be  unto  you.  As  my  Father 
•*  hath  fent  me,  even  fo  fend  I  you. 

^*  22.  And  when  he  had  faid  this,  he 
**  breathed  on  them,  and  faith  unto  them, 
'*  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghofl ; 

"  23.  Whofe  foever  fins  ye  remit,  they 
"  are  remitted  unto  them  ;  and  whofe  fo- 
"  ever  fins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained." 

The  miraculous  appearance  of  our 
bluffed  Lord  in  the  midft  of  the  difciples, 

whilft 


(ft  mmm  ^^^^  blessed  savioui 


'*  whilft  they  were  (hut  up  in  fecrei 

msai  of  the  Jews,  mull  have  greatly  au 
their  faith;  but,  to  leave  them 

« 19.  Tb  the  few'  for  doubt,  he  fliews  them  the  pri 

•  boDj  the  lirll  day  of  A'  ^ails  in  his  hands  and  feet.    Havi 

« (faju  wfflt  fiiit  *fc;  faluted  them  with  the  falutation  ol 

"mt  affenblei)  forfe  he  gives  them  commiflton  to  pi 

'came  Jefos and  W'*  gofpel  to  the  world;  and  to  ena 

•liiliuntodieniiftwl'- '  to  perform  fo  great  an  underta 

*  ja  And  "Iw  k  i* ,  breathed  upon  them  and  infufed  i 
"flewedontothfliiliiii''^  that  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whi 
'Thavtnki^f'  *'™c  after,  vifibly  lighted  upon 
'bvthelod  ^^  ***y  °f  Pentecoft.    Thus,  in 

«ji  TbeDfiidJ*'^  gmning,   God   infufed    into   A« 

u  puatt  be  unto  yoi  *'  ^^^^^  ^  ^»fe ;  as  we  may  learn 

*IuthlcDtine,e«ii'i'*^'^  ^o^^  chapter  of  Genefis,  ver.  7 

i  /)  haiiel'*'''  *  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of 

"'*  J     li-maiid^  "of  the  ground,  and  breathed 

.fcrtalWoDiOT.    ^  «  noftrils  the  breath  of  life,  and 

'^^"^^fyjiitf  "  came  a  living  foul."    AsAdan 

«^.  Wm         '^^  (^ajg  ^jf  inanimation,  was  thus  e: 

"^^'^^^Z'ff^  be  a  living  foul,  fo  the  apoftle 

.yer/fiJ5/e«oin«»?  ^^  ^^  ^^^  j^j^  ^jj^^^  imparted 

^1  by  Chrift,  were  filled  with  fuch  ki 

jtf  roiraculooJ  tfT  1.  ^f  jj,^  human  heart  as  to  enable 
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diftinguifh  between  the  (incere  penitent  and 
the  hypocrite  —between  Gods  fervants 
and  thofe  of  the  world :  by  this  know- 
ledge they  were  able  to  pronounce  Judg- 
ment upon  others,  and  to  exercife  the 
high  powers  that  had  been  intruded  to 
them.  But  whatever  powers  were  given 
to  the  apofUes  by  Chrift  himfelf,  and 
which  might  be  at  firft  exi>edient  for  the 
ellablifhment  of  Chriftianity,  we  have  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  long 
continued  to  their  fucceflbrs.  The  text 
before  us  has,  however,  been  made  the 
ground- work  of  a  fuperflition  the  mod 
abfurd  that  ever  entered  the  human  mind 
to  conceive— that  of  the  infalHbility  ol 
the  prieft  of  Rome,  as  the  fucceffor  ol 
St.  Peter,  and  of  his  power  to  forgive 
fins.  Yet  though  the  fucceffors  of  the 
apoftles  cannot  without  prefumption  pre- 
tend to  the  power  of  knowing  the  hunoar 
heart,  fo  as  to  decide  who  are  and  whc 
are  not  fincere,  God  permits  his  priefts 
in  his  name,  to  declare  all  thofe  abfolved 

from 
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from  their  fins  who  fincerely  re] 

tlrinHOW-iw»ft  believe  the  gofpel. 
igd  tboic  o(  the  vorlc 

ledfttbtywertakleto:  "24.  But  Thomas,  one  of  th( 

amufoaa^,^  **  called  Didymus,  was  not  wii 

U  pom  thai  bail  "  when  Jefus  came. 

ZsL  Buiwltttewf*  "  25.  The  other  difciples  there 

to  the  apoHb  b)  (i^  "  ""*°  ^*™*  ^^  ^*^^  ^^"  '^^  ^°' 

TTT   gjj,  **  he  faid  unto  them,  Except  I  fti 

"^  tri  W'  **  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails. 


a«ti.u«ltotl|e^to^  "believe. 

j^^  us  te,  ]h)«^  „  26,  And  after  eight  days,  s 

giW«l»of'^     *  yr^  **  difciples  were  within,  and  Tho; 

abfordthateverenieiti^^  „  ^^^     ^j^^^  ^^^^  j^j,^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

to  conccivc-tJ«'  w  *  .  « Jng  (hut,  and  ftood  in  the  midft, 

tlic  prie/l  of  iJoJK;  ^  '  w  Peace  be  unto  you. 

Si  FeltT,  and  of  ^  r  «  27.  Then  faith  he  to  Thoma 

iJDJ.   Vet  tJKMigli  tJK  "^  "  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  m 

apo/Ues  cannot «''«"' r^  "  *°d  reach  hither  thy  hand,  ar 

tend  to  tk  j)0»«f  "'^^  -'^  *'  rt  into  my  fide :  and  be  not  fait] 

ii«rt,faasro*cKJe*^:  "believing. 

,re  not  SM  ^  Kfi  "  28.  And  Thomas  anfwered 

•  his  tattx,  toixi^^^    ;  "  unto  him.  My  Lord  and  my  G 

"*  '        '  4S              "J 
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"  29.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  Thomas,  be- 
*'  caufe  thou  haft  feen  me,  thou  haft  be- 
*'lieved:  bleffed  arc  they  that  have  not 
"  feen,  and  yet  have  believed, 

"  30.  And  many  other  figns  truly  did 
*'  Jefus  in  the  prefence  of  his  difciples, 
**  which  are  not  written  in  this  book : 

**  31.  But  thefe  are  written,  that  ye 
**  might  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift  the 
"  Son  of  God ;  and  that  believing  yc 
**  might  have  life  through  his  name.'' 

As  I  have,  upon  a  former  occafion, 
treated  of  the  fubjeft  of  St.  Thomas's  un- 
belief, and  afligned  what  appeared  to  me 
the  moft  probable  reafon  for  it,  as  ftated 
in  Stanhope's  obfervation  on  the  gofpel 
for  that  faint  s  day,  I  {hall  only  call  the 
attention  of  ray  reader  to  the  merciful  re- 
ception which  he  met  with  from  his  gra- 
cious Mafter,  whom  he  refufed  to  believe 
arifen  from  the  dead,  except  he  not  only 
put  his  fingers  upon  the  prints  of  the  nails 
in  his  hands,  but  alfo  laid  his  hand  upon 
the  wound  in  his  fide  made  by  the  fpear: 

which 
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'i^J(fMm^       ^^^^^  **"<^^  ^^  nothing  to  d< 
Mka-       praftice  of  crucifixion  in  geners 


««;/v 


m  L'M 


'M.  Md  aic  tfcr  peculiar  to  himfelf 

.|«n,dv«havel£'  ^o  this   our  bleffed  Lord 

.  '.        t  ever  mdulgent  to  the  weaknel 

.  .    ,    J  manity,  ailents ;  and  Thomas  inr 

/'^  ^     ^ .    .  profeffes   his   conviflion  that  I 

*  ji.  But  m  pardons  his  former  imperfeftion 

'ni^ii^^^^r  declaration  of  his  faith ;  but,  ai 

'SoDofGoi;^*'  tinje^  points  out  to  him  the  fup« 

"mghthfcBm'^  of  all  thofe  who,  in  future  age 

the  advantage  of  ocular  proo 

As  I  hive,  upon  t  '^  notwithdanding  become  true  ar 

jatedofibekhj^^^'^  b.elievers, 

ejief,  and  Sffid'i^^^  St.  John,  as  I  have  obferved  i 

K  wohpnbiik^'^"  part,  throughout  the  whole  of  1 

Stanhope's  (i((^*'  dwells  particularly  on  the  do6li 

(hat  Taint's  (fe/J'^''  Matter's  divinity;  well  knowin 

ffl/ion  ofiDJt^^'"   .  ceffity  of  a  true  faith :  fmce,  wi 

•    ^.^jci  he  niet  *^'^^  fliield,  no  one,  whatever  his  out 

■Mder  vhoiah^"^'  duft  or  appearance  may  be,  ca 

fromtk^  tfcf'^  fidered  as  a  true  Chriftian,  or  c 

Smers  apof^  '^'P'*'*'  ^^^'^  glorious  rewards  it  holds  oui 

\l  bat  ii^oyi^^'  believers.    This  doftrine,  which 
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conftantly  taught  his  difciples  during  his 
life-time,  he  again  exprefsly  inculcates 
after  his  refurreftion ;  as  we  may  find  in 
the  fixteenth  chapter  of  Su  Mark,  ver.  16. 
— ('*  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized, 
*'  fliall  be  faved ;  hut  he  that  believeth 
"  not,  fliall  be  damned.**) 

Grant  us,  therefore,  mod  merciful  God, 
fuch  a  true,  fieady  and  proper  faith  in 
thy  only  beloved  Son,  as  may  (hew  itfelf 
in  all  our  thoughts,  w^ords  and  adions, 
and  be  accepted  in  thy  fight  and  eternally 
rewarded  in  the  manfions  of  blifs ;  where 
that  faith  will  be  fucceeded  by  the  com- 
plete enjoyment  of  what  the  faithful  have 
conftantly  looked  forward  to  in  this  life. 
This  and  every  other  bleffing,  we  humbly 
but  eameftly  folicit  at  the  throne  of  grace, 
through  the  merits  and  fuflFerings  of  our 
only  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift. 
Amen. 


CHAPTER 
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afoABreliinefiion;!- 


-("  He  that  W:  CHAPTER  the  TWENTY-I 

'iXKiIhallbedaiKil')  . 
Grant  BS,therefoit,Et! 

fodi  a  tnie,  fieadr  d'  8t.  John,  chap,  xxu 
tiy  only  beloved  Sod,  «2 

ID  all  our  tboBgitJ, »si  «  i.  A  FTER  thefe  things  Jefu 

)BdbeiCcepld'd)'¥- '  "       •       Wmfelf  again  to  the  dil 

jcnidediDthewaku^'^  "the  fea  of  Tiberias;  and  on  i 

tiat  faith  will  be  toaW'  "  ^^^^<*  ^^  himfelf : 

nfctecnioymentof»iaii^  "  2.  There  were  together  Simc 

Jonflandy  looked  W^'-  "  ^"^  Thomas  called  Didymus,  , 

Ti,'    /      otieri'lfH''  *'  *^^"*^^  ^^  ^"^  ^^  Galilee,  and 

.         M^lwrhiiki^  **  **f  Zebedee,  and  two  other  of 

|,utean,e%fok«^*^  "  ciples. 

through  the  merits  an     ,,  ,,  ^   simon-Peter  faith  unto  the 

ofl/y  Lo/J  and  W^  "afifhing.    They  fay  unto  him, 

AmeO'  *'  go  with  thee.    They  went  foi 

"  entered  into  a  fliip  immediate! 

*•  that  night  they  caught  nothing." 
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After  the  death  of  their  Mafter,  the  dif- 
ciples  returned,  for  a  (hort  time,  to  their 
former  occupations :  pride,  or  floth,  would 
have  ill  become  the  fervants  of  him  who 
was  all  humility  and  meeknefs,  and  whofe 
whole  life  had  been  pafTed  in  rendering 
fervice  to  the  bodies,  as  well  as  to  the  fouls 
of  his  offending  creatures.  St.  Paul,  alfo, 
purfued  the  fame  courfe,  employing  his 
leifure  hours  in  providing  for  his  own 
maintenance :  this  he  did,  not^  only  as 
an  example  of  induftry,  but  to  prevent 
any  murmuring  amongft  his  followers,  at 
being  obliged  to  fupport  him ;  which 
might  have  proved  prejudicial  to  the  gof- 
pel  of  Chrift,  and  fome  bar  to  the  propa- 
gation of  it.  I  {hall  feleft  one  or  two 
paffages,  in  which  he  exprefles  himfelf 
fully  on  this  fubjeft,  (Afts,  chap.  xx.  vcr. 
33-  34*  •)  "  I  ^ave  coveted  no  mans  fil- 
"  ver,  or  gold,  or  apparel.  Yea,  ye  your- 
"  felves  know,  that  thefe  hands  have  mini- 
**  ftered  unto  my  neceffities,  and  to  them 
*'  that  were  with  me ;"  and,  again,  in  his 
iirft  epiftle  to  the  Theffalonians,  (chap,  ii* 

ver. 
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ver.  9. :)  "  For  ye  remember,  1 
•'  our  labour  and  travel.  For  L 
"  night  and  day,  becaufe  we  wou! 
*'  chargeable  unto  any  of  you,  we 
"  ed  unto  you  the  gofpel  of  Goc 
difciples  had  been  direded  by  aa 
repair  to  Galilee,  where  they  ftioi 
behold  their  beloved  Mafter:  ( 
thew,  chap,  xxviii.  ver.  7.)  " 
**  quickly,  and  tell  his  difciples,  t 
"  rifen  from  the  dead :  And  be 
"  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee 
"  (hall  ye  fee  him  :  lo,  I  have  to 
Thither,  therefore,  they  went ;  a 
ing  the  time  they  waited  in  expef 
their  Lord's  appearance,  they  enc 
to  provide  themfelves  with  the  n< 
of  life.  Their  time  became  too  ] 
after  they  had  received  from  him 
and  full  commiflion,  to  be  fpen 
other  employ  than  that  of  the  pro 
of  the  gofpel. 

"  4.  But  when  the  morning  ^ 
"  come,  Jefus  ftood  on  the  fhore : 
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••  difciples  knew  not  that  it  was  Jefus. 

"  5.  Then  Jefuis  faith  unto  them,  Chil- 
•*  dren,  have  ye  any  meat  ?  They  an- 
*•  fwered  him,  No. 

"6-  And  he  Taid  unto  them,  Caftthc 
••  net  on  the  right  fide  of  the  fliip,  and  yc 
•'  fhall  find.  They  caft  therefore,  and 
•*  now  they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for 
•*  the  muhitude  of  fifties. 

"  7.  Therefore  that  difciple^  whom 
"  Jefus  loved,  faith  unto  Peter,  It  is  the 
"  Lord.  Now  when  Simon-Peter  heard 
"  that  it  was  the  Lord,  he  girt  his  fiflier's 
"  coat  unto  him,  (for  he  was  naked)  and 
"  did  caft  himfelf  into  the  fea. 

"  8.  And  the  other  difciples  came  in  a 
•*  little  ftiip  (for  they  were  not  far  from 
"  land,  but  as  it  were  two  hundred  cubits) 
**  dragging  the  net  with  fifties. 

"  9.  As  foon  then  as  they  were  come  to 
"  land,  they  faw  a  fire  of  coals  there,  and 
"  fifti  laid  thereon,  and  bread. 

"  10.  Jefus  faith  unto  them.  Bring  of 
•'  the  fifti  which  ye  have  now  caught. 

"11.  Simon-Peter  went  up,  and  drew 

"the 
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"j.  Ikjtfasiiitlii 
•Am,  hivt  ye  aj  f 
•fwrc(iliiiii,N'0' 

•fi  .4d(I  lie  laid  W- 
•«raitfcfngl'tfide«i 

'(battlind.  Tb''^- 
» DOW  they  wot  not  *•' 
•  ihe  multitude  of  ia 
«7.  niercfoittki^ 

•JfefusMlii*"*'^ 
•Lortl  No**!"**' 

•tljatitwjAe^'""^'''^, 
•coat  unto  him,  ffcf if*' 

"didcalll 
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the  net  to  land,  full  i>f  great  i 

hundred  and  fifty  and  three :  ai 

there  were  fo  many,  yet  was  nc 

broken. 

*'  12.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  C 

dine.     And  none  of  the  difci] 

a{k  him.  Who  art  thou.?  knowi 

was  the  Lord. 

"  13.  Jefus  then  comcth,  an 

bread,  and  giveth  them,  and 

wife. 

"  14.  This  is  now  the  third  • 

Jefus  fhewed  himfelf  to  his 

after  that  he  was  rifen  from  th< 


The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  difciplc 
long  a  time,  made  the  miraculous 
of  fi(hes  which  they  took  upon  the  c 
of  Jefus  appear  the  more  ftriking,a 
diately  convinced  St.  John  that  tl: 
who  had  been  converting  with  th 
be  no  other  than  the  Lord  him 
was  confirmed  when  they  came  u 

It  is  moft  probable  that  he  hii 
with  them  at  this  time,  to  convi; 

4T 
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of  the  reality  of  his  hmn*a  prefence 
amODgft  tbenit  and  to  confirm  the  truth 
of  the  refuneQion  of  his  body  $  fince^  we 
are  told  in  the  A&s  of  the  apoftles^  (ck  x. 
V.41.)  He  did  eat  and  drink  with  them 
after  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  St.  Luke^ 
alfo,  rdates,  (chap.  xx^.  ver«  42.  ^ :) 
^  And  they  gave  him  a  pieee  of  a  broiled 
^fifii,  and  of  an  honeycombs  And  he 
^  took  it,  and  did  eat  before  tbem«*  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  night  after  hii 
lefiirredion. 

^  15.  So  when  they  bad  dined,  Jefus 
"  faith  to  Simon-Peter,  Simon  fon  of  Jonas, 
"  loveft  thou  me  more  than  thefe  ?  He 
^  faith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord :  thou  knov^ 
^  eft  that  I  love  thee«  He  £aith  unto  hio^ 
*^  Feed  my  lambs. 

'^  16.  He  faith  to  bim  again  the  fecmid 
^  time,  Simon  fon  of  Jonas,  loveft  thoa 
^'  me  ?  He  faith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord : 
"  thou  knoweft  that  I  love  thee.  He  fakh 
^  unto  him.  Feed  my  (heep^ 

"  17.  He  faith  unto  him  the  third  tim^ 

"  Simon 
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df  (k  /C3&f  of  ivfi  ^'  Simon  fon  of  Jonas,  lovefl:  tl 

Mi^  kSfttitiia  ^  Peter  was  grieved,  becaufe  he 

tfttrtbdbo^^.  '^him  the  third  time,  Loved  t 

^loldifltbcA&ofA  "And  he   faid    unto  him,    Lc 

hill  Ifc  (fid  cat  awl  5  "  knowcft  all  things :   thou  knc 

Ark  lofc  Am  tit*  ^*  ^  ^^^^  '^^*    J^f^^  ^^i^h  unto  ] 

.5i«<«««*  ?'''^f/'«"'K '"'I!"^1*';i'' 

ki   hflDtk*  wouldeft :  but  when  thou  Iha 

*^'«^  •«  another  (hall  gird  thee,  and  c 

.  yj  *•  whither  thou  wouldeft  not. 

•  i5.So*l)«n*r  «jg    jhi5    fp3i,e    hg^    ggnj 

'laithtoSuDOD-Pflff.^^  «  ^^^at  death  he  (hould  glorify  G. 

;  JorH  thott  me  «*  «  when  he  had  fpoken  this,  he  { 

■■   ^^0  "  him,  Follow  me." 


."jedari*"*     ^  St.  Peter,  who,  in  every  refpe^ 

,j^  ^cfi,A»ii»|r  intheinftanceofthedenialofhi 

jf,  5iD0O  to  "  r^^;  a  fault  from  which  he  inftantly  r 

.?  tie  fajti  «'"'''*  ^  and  which  he  redeemed  by  the  fi 

uiooicfii^^^  his  repentance,}  had  been,  and 

yhmf^^^^it^  perfeaiy  fteady  in  Jiis  love  and 
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towards  his  Mailer^  was  grieved  to  be  fo 
repeatedly  queftioned  by  him  If  he  loved 
him ;  as  it  feemed  to  imply  a  doubt  of  k. 
He  therefore,  after  twice  affuring  him  of 
his  love,  upon  being  afked  the  third  time, 
refers  to  that  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart  which  his  Lord  poffefled,  and 
from  which  no  fecrets  could  be  hid,  to 
judge  of  the  extent  of  it.  It  is  certaii^ 
that  our  merciful  Lord  and  Saviour  never 
grieves  the  hearts  of  his  faithful  fervants 
but  for  their  good ;  and  whether  he  meant 
by  thefe  repeated  queftions  to  bring  to 
PeteKs  mind  the  recolleftion  of  his  for- 
mer fault,  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding 
him  againft  prefumption  and  (hewing  him 
the  neceflity  of  an  entire  reliance  on  God's 
afliftance  upon  every  occafion,  or  whether 
it  was  to  mark  more  clearly  the  impor- 
tance of  the  charge  he  was  invefting  him 
with,  in  the  care  of  his  church,  is  a  point 
of  no  confequence  :  probably  they  might 
be  afked  with  a  view  to  both.  The  mode 
by  which  he  was  to  prove  his  attachment, 
(and  whi(:h  will  equally  apply  to  us  all 

in 
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in  our  refpeftive  ftations,)  was  not  merely 
by  barren  profeflions,  but  by  zeal  and  ac* 
tivity  in  the  caufe  of  his  Mafter,  and  un- 
ceafing  attention  to  his  brethren  com- 
mitted to  his  charge.  How  well  he  ful- 
filled thefe  duties^  and  the  fuccefs  by  which 
his^  faithful  and  obedient  condu6l  was  re- 
warded, we  may  leam  in  the  fecond  chap- 
ter of  the  Afts  of  the  apoftles,  (ver  41.) 
where  we  (hall  find  that,  on  his  firft  preach- 
ing, by  the  afiiftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  converted  a  numerous  multitude  to 
the  gofpel :  —  (^'  Then  they  that  gladly 
"  received  his  word,  were  baptized ;  ^d 
•*  the  fame  day  there  were  added  unto 
"  them  about  three  thoufand  fouls.") 

Our  Lord,  in  the  eighteenth  verfe  above 
recorded,  foretels  to  St.  Peter  the  particu^- 
lar  death  which  awaited  him,  and  by 
which  he  (hould  glorify  God.  TKe  ex- 
preflion  that  *  another  (hould  carry  him 
whither  he  would  not,'  does  not  mean 
that  he  (hould  not  be  a  true  martyr :  it 
only  points  out  that  human  nature^  as 
iuch,  will  (brink  back  at  the  profpecl  of 

great 
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great  faflferings ;  though  the  fpirtt  miy  be 
wiiling,thefle(hisweak.  Nay.oarbleflfed 
Lord  himfidf  prayed  That  if  it  were  po(- 
ilble^  (that  is«  if  it  coukl  be  confifleodj 
with  the  office  he  had  uixlertakca  of 
nan's  redemptkni,)  he  might  efcape  the 
fofierings  which  awaited  him*  Thefincere 
mod  £siithful  fervants  of  God,  however  it- 
folate  in  their  determination  to  perform 
their  duty,  may,  at  the  hour  of  foflfeiing, 
wi(h  for  deliverance  from  torture ;  but  if 
they  fupport  their  fufferings^  rather  thaa 
di(honor  him  or  give  up  their  intereft  in 
him,  the  natural  weaknefs  and  imper* 
feftion  of  their  nature  will  not  be  imputed 
to  them  as  guilt,  but  they  will  furely  re- 
ceive a  glorious  reward  from  their  heaven- 
ly Father. 

*'  20.  Then  Peter  turning  about,  fceth 
**  thedifciple  whom  Jefus  loved,  following; 
"  (which  alfo  leaned  on  his  brcaft  at  fup- 
•'  per,  and  faid.  Lord,  which  is  he  that 
*•  betrayeth  thee  ?} 

"  21.  Peter 
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^  21.  Peter  feeing  him,  (aith 
^  Lord,  and  what  {hall  this  man  c 
^.         *•  22.  Jefus  faith  uiato  him,  ] 
..,   M      f---*'     **  tliat  he  tarry  till  I  come,  vrha 
tt,(taM««     «„,i«?    Follow  thou  me. 

*".  il-LlW        "  ^-   '^'«"  *"»'  *"  '^^"S 
pi/mwfw,)  J     A  among  the  brethren,  that  that 

gKl6ilhfiJfavaB«»|  «  him.  He  (haU  not  die  ;  but,  ] 
l^gtt  JD  iidr  dw**'  «  that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  i 
tidrdij«r,»>r.'"('*l    "thee? 

"  ^4.  This  is  the  difciple  wl 


tktfbppo'^  tfcdrlilw?'    « tifieth  of  thefe  things,  and  wr. 
0)0001  ImOfS"'^      *^  things :  and  we  inow  that  his  ti 
fe,  tte  natunl  ««J*'    «  is  true. 
fcgion  of  their  MtoR""'.        "  25.  And  there  are  alfo  mat 
j|^  35  guilt,  IW ^.^^    "  things  which  Jefus did,  the  whicl 
"^  '    ••  {hoaid  be  written  every  one,  I 
**  that  even  the  world  itfelf  could 
"  taifi  the  books  that  (houM  be 
«  Amen;' 


ami 
ivfatlier. 


/  fc '/lib lean''''"'  k  ot  Peters  mqomes  as  to  wha 
r  aad  dui  ^'^  ^*  ^??^  to  St  John,  (who  was,  e 
"P^^'    ,^?\  ,    tile  difciple  here  meant,)  feem 
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proceeded  from  a  jealous  curiofity  y  which 
our  bleffed  Lord  did  not  think  proper  w 
gratify.  On  the  contrary,  he  checks  him 
for  it;  reminding  him  how  much  more 
neceflary  it  was  for  him  to  attend  to  bk 
own  duty,  than  to  interfere  in  the  con- 
cerns of  others.  From  our  Lord's  anfwer, 
the  difciples  conceived  the  erroneous  idea 
that  St.  John  was  to  continue  in  the  world 
dil  Chrift  ihould  come  to  judge  it.  Thi^ 
notion  feems  to  have  been  founded  upotf 
the  particular  afiedion  which  Jefus  bore 
to  John.  Whether  John  himfelf,  at  ihcf 
time,  underftood  his  Mafter  in  that  fenfe, 
we  are  not  told  ;  but,  it  is  plain,  this  wdi^ 
not  his  belief  when  he  wrote  hb  gofpel ; 
fince  he  takes  particular  pains  to  confutcf 
the  fuppofition.  And  although  there  can: 
be  no  doubt  that  he  fubmitted  cheerfully 
to  long  life,  fince  it  was  his  Lord's  will, 
and  conducive  to  the  good  of  his  follow- 
ers, yet  he  would  not,  probably,  have 
confidered  it  as  a  proof  of  his  fuperior 
affe6lion  for  him  that  he  fhould  fo  long 
deprive   him    of   that    happinefs    which 

awaited 
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|)nxdni£an)jeaiiiisc  awaited  all  his  faithful  fervants, 

caibWlodMK-  peculiar  manner  his  apoftles  wh 

tedfj.  OttihecflQiii'  fuffered  fo  much  for  him.     St.  I 

fat  k;  lemindiiig  liii»»  timents  on  a  fimilar  fubjeft  may 

necellaiy  it  was  for  !»•  in  his  epifUe  to  the  Philippianj 

on  %  tk  to  iff  ver.  23. 24. :  "  For  I  am  in  a  ftra 

thedifdptecoDcaVedi'  "be  with  Chrift ;   which  is  ft 

tfat  Sl  Job  »"aJ » <»*  "  ncverthelefs,  to  abide  in  the  flei 

oIKWftoaidcoae^^  "needful  fo^you."    I  cannot 

^KioDfecn^toluveK  the  above  paffage  without  remari 

.  ,    ftgjoiiii;  It  IS  one  of  the  numberlefs  te> 

H)  jwHu.  <  jjjjQ  Qjj^gj.  regions,  as  loon  as  it  1 

vc arc  ""'."''"'/"jj  J,  Lord's  reply  to  St.  Peter  appeal 

not  his  Wirf »""'     . .  ly  clear  as  it  is,  when  confidi 

finakofcespart^  ^.j^^^j^  ^^  j^j^  curiofity;   becai 

^Dodoobttiwta  fliould  not  die  at  all,  but  coi 

j/oDgli/<i^''Vi^f  earth  till  my  fecond  coming,  \ 

jd conducive w'''^^  you  to  do  with  it?  let  your  att. 

;^  yet  be  'foiiW  D^r  turned  to  what  concerns  yourfelf 

jBdeted  it  ^*^^u  i^  does  not  neceffarily  follow  that 
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his  will.  But  odr  blefled  Lord  might  have 
meant  jhat  St.  John  (hould  live  (as  he 
aftually  did)  to  fee  the  deftruftion  of  Jerih 
falem ;  when  the  Jews  were  defervedly 
punifliedfor  their  enormous  wickednefsnot 
only  in  crucifying  him,  but  for  their  after- 
wards  rejefting  his  offered  grace  and  their 
refufing  to  acknowledge  him  as  the  true 
meffiah,  although  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
phecies fo  clearly  poiiited  him  out  in  that 
chara6ler,  that  their  incredulity  could  only 
arife  from  pride  and  obftinacy,  which 
blinded  them  to  the  true  interpretation  of 
the  prophecies  and  placed  them  in  a  fitu- 
ation  as  dangerous  as  if  they  had  dif* 
believed  them  altogether, 

Newton,  in  his  excellent  treatife  on  the 
prophecies,  obferves  That  thofe  who  wifh- 
ed  to  confute  them,  pretended  that  they 
were  written  after  the  occurrences  had 
happened.  In  that  moft  valuable  work 
he  has  fully  and  clearly  confuted  fuch 
fceptics ;  and,  in  his  fecond  vol.  page  204, 
he  remarks  That  St.  John  is  the  only 
evangel ift  who  lived  and  wrote  after  the 

deflruftion 
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ikii  MoiiiAAIi':  <leftni6^ion  of  Jerufalem :   and 

tmikSijtkk  pofely  omits  thofe  prophecies,  t 

jfiaDy4d)lofcetlicife:  *!"«  very  cavil,  as  we  may  fup 

film;  when  (he  Je«f  reafon.       This   account    of   S 

foAiktkmm.  ^^^S  till  after  the  deftruaion 

OBkincwdfyi^h^-  ^*'^"^  ^^"'^  *?  ^^^  ^"^^"8*^  '°  *^ 

ningctogii^l-  ^^f^^""^  ^ord,  in  his  reply  to 

^.^Hm^k^  which  the  difcples  fell,  upon  this 

-j-^f  1m  I     ifilk  Ihould  prove  a  warning  to  thofe 

^^^    ,    .  •  •  -ji  funie  to  give  a  decided  expla 


coaraaer,  f^^jj  prophecies  as  are  not  yet 

^  ftva  prHfc  aid^  ^^^  ^-^^j^^^  j  j^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^^^^ 

WiD(W  tiraJ  w  M«^  remarks  upon  the  prophecies  coi 

tfcepropkiej  and jW*^  ^^^  revelations  of  St.  John,  (vol. 

itioo  as  dangerous  as  rf^  q^^^g^  ^  paflage  from  Sir  Ifaa« 

^•citbeailto^-  very  applicable   to   the  fubje£^ 

vphecks,  Sen'O  V^^  «  The  folly  of  interpreters  ha: 

to  confute  fepf*^'  "  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  obferves,) 

•e  vritteB  a/ier  tte  "^  "  times  and  things  by  this  proph 

penei  In  ihit  f^i^  "  God  defigned  to  make  them 

,35  fully  and  ^^^^^'^  "  By  this  raflineft  they  have  not 

•cs;  and,  wfe^"'"  ■  "  po^d  themfelves,  but  brought 

marks  Tbit  k  jf^ ' .  ^'  phecieg  alfo  into  contempt." 

0^Jio/iVedaDd»'*^  ^V^ 
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The  defign  of  God  was  much  other* 
wife :  he  gave  this^  as  well  as  the  pix^^ 
acs  of  the  Old  Teftament,  not  to  gratify 
men's  curiofity  by  enabling  them  to  £>re« 
know  things,  but  that,  after  they  were  &il- 
filled,  they  might  be  interpreted  "by  die 
events,  and  his  own  providence  (not  die 
interpreters)  be  then  manifefted  therd)y 
to  the  world. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe,  becaufe  St  Jcrim 
is  here  and  in  other  parts  ftyled  *  the  d]f« 
ciple  whom  Jefus  loved,'  that  he  did  not 
therefore  love  the  reft  of  his  difciples :  die 
whole  of  his  condu6l  proved  that  he  had  a 
great  love  and  afFeftion  for  them  all ;  widi 
the  exception  of  the  traitor,  who  defpifed 
and  rejefted  the  blefling.  1 1  feems  moft  pro- 
bable that  St.  John's  gentlenefs,  humility, 
and  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  joined  to  his 
great  piety  at  fo  early  an  age  (he  being 
the  youngeft  of  all  the  apoftles,)  gained 
him  thofe  diftinguifhing  marks  of  afie6lion 
which  he  received  from  his  Mafter. 

St.  John  gives  k  us  to  underftand  That 
we  are  not  to  fuppofe  all  the  afts  done  by 

our 
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our  Saviour,  and  the  in(lru6lions  he  gave, 
are  recorded  either  by  him  or  by  the  other 
evangelifts ;   and   (fpeaking  figuratively) 
obferves  that,  had  that  been  the  cafe,  the 
world  itfelf  could  not  have  contained  the 
books  that  muft  have  been  written.    There . 
is  no  doubt  but  every  adion  of  our  Lord, 
and  eycry  converfation  he  held,  was  wor- 
thy of  being  recorded ;  but  fince,  then^the 
bulk  of  mankind,  either  from  inability  tq 
procure  them,  from  ignorance  to  under* 
ftand,  or  from  want  of  leifure  to  atten4f 
muft  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
them,  how  thankful  ought  we  to  be  to 
God  that  the  Gofpels  were  fo  written  as  to 
contain  every  thing  neceffary  for  us  to 
know,  for  the  great  end  of  falvation,  in  fo. 
fmall  a  compafs  that  the  pooreft  may  pro- 
cure them,  and  in  language  fo  plain  that 
the  mod  unlearned  may  underftand  them ! 
Nor  (bleffed  be  God!)  are  even  thofe  left 
in  ignorance  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  unable  to  read ;  except,  indeed,  through 
their  own  fault :   means  are  provided  for 
the  infiru6lion  of  all  who  are  defirous  of 

receiving 
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receiving  it,  by  a  due  attendance  to  their 
duty  at  church  on  the  Lord's  day. 

Although  St.  John  concludes  his  gof- 
pel  with  the  inilrudions  delivered  to  his 
difciples  by  our  Saviour  after  his  refunec- 
tion,  making  no  mention  of  his  afcenGon 
into  Heaven,  yet  (I  truft)  I  (hall  ftand 
excufed  to  my  readers  for  detaining  them 
with  a  few  obfervations  on  an  event  which 
gives  fo  glorious  a  completion  to  the 
miflion  of  our  blefled  Lord^  and  on  tht 
prophecy  of  the  angels  refpeding  his 
fecond  coming.  Afts  i.  ver.  9.  lo*  11.: 
**  And  when  he  had  fpoken  thefe  things, 
**  while  they  beheld,  he  was  taken  up ;  and 
"  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  fight 
"  And  while  they  looked  ftedfaftly  toward 
**  Heaven,  as  he  went  up,  behold,  two 
'*  men  flood  by  them  in  white  apparel ; 
"  which  alfo  faid,  Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why 
"  ftand  ye  gazing  ^p  into  Heaven  ?  this 
"  fame  Jefus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you 
?t  into  Heaven,  fhall  fo  come  in  like  man- 
**  ner  as  ye  have  feen  him  go  into  Hea- 
•  •  vcn."    Pfalm  Ixviii.  ver  18.  contains  a 

prophecf 
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prophecy  on  this  fubjeft  2  "  Thou  haft 
"  afcended  on  high,  thou  haft  led  cap- 
**  tivity  captive  :  thou  haft  received 
'*  gifts  for  men ;  yea,  for  the  rebellious 
"  alfo,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell 
'*  among  them."  God  the  Father  gave  all 
power  to  Chrift  Jefus :  every  good  gift 
therefore  which  we  receive  is  in  and  thro* 
him ;  and  he  freely  beftows  them,  not  on 
his  friends  only,  but  alfo  upon  his  very 
enemies,  to  encourage  them  to  turn  to 
him  and  be  faved. 

St.  Luke  (chap.  xxiv.  ver.  44*  and  to 
the  end)  gives  the  following  relation  of 
it  "  And  he  faid  unto  them,  Thefe  are 
"  the  words  which  I  fpake  unto  you,  while 
"  I  was  yet  with  you,  that  all  things  muft 
"  be  fulfilled  which  were  written  in  the 
"  law  of  Mofes,  and  in  the  prophets,  and 
•*  in  the  pfalms,  concerning  me.  Then 
*'  opened  he  their  underftanding,  that  they 
**  might  underftand  the  Scriptures,  and 
"  faid  unto  them.  Thus  it  is  written,  and 
"  thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fuffer,  and  to 
"  rife  from  the  dead  the  third  day  :  and 

•'  that 
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"  that  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fioi 
''  (hould  be  preached  in  his  name  among 
"  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerufalem.  And 
•*  ye  are  witnefles  of  thefe  things.  And 
"  behold,  I  fend  the  promife  of  ray  Father 
"  upon  you :  but  tarry  ye  ift  the  city  of 
'*  Jerufalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  pow- 
"  er  from  on  high.  And  he  led  them  oat 
**  as  far  as  to  Bethany:  and  he  lifted  up 
**  his  hands,  and  bleffed  them.  And  it 
••  Came  to  pafs,  while  he  bleifed  them,  he 
**  was  parted  from  them,  and  carried  up 
•'  into  Heaven.  And  they  worfhipped 
"  him  and  returned  to  Jerufalem  with 
"  great  joy  :  and  were  continually  in  the 
"  Temple,  praifing  and  bleffing  Goi 
"  Amen." 

Here,  we  learn,  that  our  blefled  Lord 
Explained  in  the  fulleft  manner  to  the 
apoftles,  all  thofe  parts  of  the  holy  Scrip- 
ture which  related  to  himfelf ;  fhewing 
them  how  completely  they  had  all  been 
fulfilled.  He  then  declares  them  to  be 
his  minifters,  to  preach  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
in   his    name,  upon   fincere    repentance 

and 


jot  munm 


'yttfc 


dot  mm!: 

-IB  iandsy  and  W*' 

-taiDftopafi.wliifclf'^ 

«W5  parted /ftwit'"^' 

•  into  Heaven.  ^^'' 

'\m  and  rtnnitti  »)^ 

-greatjor:  ««J'«'f^ 

«p/akdinthef««rfr^ 
)cmfco.co.pted^^ 
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and  amendment  of  life  ;  and  no\^ 
firft  time,  exprefsly  tells  them  Z 
blefling  wa^  not  to  be  confined  to  i 
but  extended  to  all  nations,  b 
firft  at  Jerufalem.  This  informs 
of  the  more  importance,  as,  whc 
minated  them  to  their  high  office 
them  on  their  firft  miflion^he  had 
them  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
(heep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  n 
into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles, — (S 
chap.  X.  ver.  5.  6.)  Their  time 
yet  come.  The  preference  wa 
giveii  to  the  Jews,  who  were  heii 
promife :  yet  they  caft  away  fro 
this  jewel  of  ineftimable  price, 
the  Gentile  world  to  obtain  the 
right.  Although  our  blefled  Li 
enlightened  the  minds  of  the  apofi 
they  might  underftand  the  Scripti 
he  would  not  fuffcr  them  to  beg 
great  work  till  they  had  publicly 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  which 
repeats  his  promife  to  fend  them 
refts  them  to  wait  its  accomplifti 
4X  Je 
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Jerufalem.  Our  Lord  might  intend,  by 
this  injunftion,  to  point  out  to  them,  in 
the  moft  forcible  manner,  that  they  were 
to  place  no  reliance  upon  themfelves,  or 
upon  their  own  knowledge,  but  implicitly 
to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  guidance  <^ 
God's  holy  Spirit,  which  fliould  be  fent  to 
their  afliilance. 

The  whole  of  our  blefled  Saviour's  ba- 
(inefs  on  earth  being  now  completed,  he 
leads  his  difciples  out  to  Bethany:  (by 
which  we  underfiand  the  Mount  of  Oliva^ 
a  part  of  which  belonged  to  Bethany.) 
This  fpot,  which  had  been  particularly 
diftinguiftied  by  his  frequent  inftrudions 
to  his  difciples,  by  his  prayers  to  his  Fa- 
ther, and  by  his  agonizing  fufferings  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  he  chofe  as  the  fceneof 
his  glory,  and  for  the  manifeftation  of  his 
divine  power  ;  and  there,  having  given  to 
his  difciples  his  farewel  bleffing,  in  the  view 
of  them  all,  he  afccnded  to  Heaven.  The 
difciples,  who  till  this  time  feem  not  to  have 
perfeftly  underftood  the  dignity  of  their 
Matter,  are  now,  from  the  circumftance  of 

his 
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jOTfib.  Oaildi  his  afcenlicMi  before  their  eyes, 

tteffl>WM^»P«  that  of  his  refurreaion,  fully 

,«  that  he  is  the  eternal  Son  of  C 


,  g.  their  faith  being  now  exalted  to  t 

.- r.A..v  ,u„frlv««  ^^»ch,  till  then,  they  had  only  p; 

the  Father.     Afterwards,  in  c 

with  the  dire6lions  he  had  left  t 

return  to  Jerufalem,  blefling  an 

J  God,  there  to  wait  the  further  ma 

fyx&oaea^M"^  of  his  power  from  the  heaven 

h^  ^  ^fl  to  which  he  was  afcended. 

vbkb  we  f"^^'^  As  Chrift  afcended,  fo  he  will 

I  put  of  vBA  W«f  ^  the  clouds  of  Heaven  ;  then  w 

f^  Tpoc,  viadii'"  ;,  jj^jy  angels  attend  him,  and  all 

^jjgjjgjjflifll  by  to  "f  be  fumnioned  to  appear  before 

10  lii  Skiphf  ^^r.  the  trumpet  (hall  found,  and  the 

tier,  ami  t/^^^;  arife.     The  pomp  and  grandeu 

fjoostolasiaAiii"''^  and  terror  of  that  day,  will  infi 

-  jQjy^  jnd  fcr  tif  fl**^  ceed  whatever  we  can  now  form  j 

ivinepovf^'"^^  '  '^'^^  Scripture  abounds  with  tc 

.Aifcinbhisfi^^^  this  fubjea  ;  of  which  I  (hall  fe] 

rkffl  4  *c  '^  s  ^^^  ^^"^'*  ^"^  ^^'"^^ '°  '^^  "^^^^ 

.;„/«fiio«i'i^'^i'  *=^*P-  ^^-  '^^''-  *^-  *7-0  "For 
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^  MEMO,  vivii  die  tisnip  of  Gooz  sn  uc 
^€Kac  m  Chfift  vaul  li^  lis  fit  dcBHC 
-''v^DC^  JCT  ifiiY:,  and  irminn,  finll  ic 

**- .c^roia^ lo xnceiiiic Ixxrel  ioiiiradr:  sad 
^  39  :&2bL  we  CTQ-  br  vidi  tiir  Lard.*  IL 
ThHaTirnnggs^  rhap,  i.  att.  7.  &  o.  iz^:} 
**  Aii£^>ya8i  ^iiDur  tyymhlrd,  icS  iriA 
*is,imgcdgLoidJe&gfeaIlbgiri'giirf 
*^  27III&  Qcjfueu.  Kridi  ins  iiii^lu%  °^y^ 

**  liHc  loi^nr  ucc  God,  jmd  T^i»t  obc^  ntc 
*2Ji^  gngiel  of  ocr  Lard  Jcuis  Cimfe: 
^'  -viir  &bII  ic  pnnHhed  -vrdi  evcriafeinc 

*  orftmnian  fmm  the  prefencc  of  dif 
**  LmzL  aim  fcnn  liir  xjIdtx  of  iii5  z>cfw^ ; 
^  ^viisr  iit  inaii  come  to  be  srioritec  ir 
*•  HB  lamisL.  anc  ir»  be  admircc  in  aB  iboL 

*  inaiite-iirx'e  'beicameouricltiiiianvainang 
*■  •  r^u  v-a>  beiieTFed'  m  diai  qzt.^  T1. 
T-nih.  nl,  Peer,  chap.  iii.  ver,  ic^  1 2,  z^. : 

i^  mf  dzv  of  the  Lord  wiL  come  a?  a 

*^  i^^^-^f  ir    the   nichi ;  in  the  which  the 

hriii^rK   fhaL  iiais  awar   v^^iih  a  frua 

*•  noiic 


• 
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' ikot,viilikmi  '^noife,  and  the  elements  (hall 

"tainttkamf  i  **  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo  and 

"iadinMlliallir  "  that  are  therein  fliall  be  bu 

"  which  are  alive,  and :  "  Seeing  then  that  all  thefe  thin j 

'adi  Dp  10^  "i  "  diffolved,  what  manner  of  perf 

MtomiklMi  "  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  converl 

foMweeverbe*  "  g°^^^^^  ^^^'j'^g  for  and  ha 

MoDiar^  cbp.ir  ];  jhecommgof thedayof God  w 

,  *  heavens  being  on  fire  Ihall  be 

.    ,  r  jrj"  nv  "  and  the  elements  fhall  melt  wi 

"•^'^'^^ff;  "heat?"     How  tremendous  is 

"bom  Hmeo,  dhj^  ^^^^^ ,    ^et  us  not,  then,  read 

"inBuDingkf^i^  fimilar  texts  upon  this  fubjed  v 

-lklflo«'a)fG«if|''  ference,  as  if  there  could  be  a 

"the gofpel  of  ourW.^  ^f  ^j^j^  ^^.^^^j^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^ 

«  who  fliall  be  P"*"; ',  cern  us :  every  human  being  is  ^ 

-defbidm  fm  rie  P  terefted  in  them ;  for  we  muft  ; 

'lotdiaadftm^i"^^  the  fummons  to  the   judgmer 

vbenhcSdcm«i»r  chrift;   none  cap  efcape,  tho 

ys ^^'"^^^^^  ^^"^^  <^*"  ^^'^  the  hills  and  moi 

biibelieve(beai&<»"^.  cover  them ;  neither  can  they 

oa  V3S  b(^^}  f  the  prefence  of  their  Judge.    Let 

i  St.  Peter,  chip-  ''^  ^j^  fore,  prepare  for  that  moft  awful . 

Uthediyofiii^^  1^  we  may  not  be  difowned  by  tb 

/  in  the  nig^-> '"  *,,-  ^nd  Judge  of  mankind.  ^The  gi 

rnslbdf^i^f^'if  cou 
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couragement  to  repentance  is  held  out; 
even  to  the  word  of  finnen.  Let  us  then 
refleft  whither  a  wicked  courfe  of  life  will 
inevitably  confign  us.  Will  it  not  hurry 
us  to  everlafting  deftru&ion?  No  ooe, 
acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  can  have 
a  doubt  oh  this  head.  Shall  we,  then, 
hefitate  to  accept  the  gracious  invitation 
to  amend  our  Uves^  and,  by  fo  doing,  to 
become  partakers  of  everlafting  happinefs 
through  the  merits  and  fufferings  of  the 
Son  of  God  ?  (A€b,  chap.  iii.  ver.  19. :) 
*^  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted, 
**  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out*" 
How  encouraging  is  this  to  the  linner  to  for* 
fake  his  crooked  ways !  that  his  fins  (hall  not 
only  be  forgiven,  but  (hall  be  blotted  out, 
fo  that  not  a  trace  of  them  (hall  remain 
upon  record  againft  him.  Our  gracious 
God  has,  in  mercy,  ordained  that  every 
fm  truly  repented  of  fhould  be  totally 
blotted  out ;  fince,  fuch  is  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  that  were  all  the  fins  and 
follies  of  the  beft  amongft  us,  nay,  of 
the  very  faints  themfelves,  to  remain  on 

record 
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record  and  to  be  expofed  to  notice,  it  muft 
caft  a  damp  upon  that  glorious  day  which 
he  has  decreed  (hall  be  a  day  of  jubilee 
and  comfftete  triumph  to  the  righteous. 

Having  taken  St.  John's  gofpel  for  the 
fubjefi  of  my  obfervations,  I  think  I  can- 
not more  properly  conclude  them,  than 
in  the  words  of  that  excellent  colle6l  pro- 
vided by  our  church  for  that  evangelift's 
day, 

"  Merciful  Lord,  we  befeech  thee  to 
**  caft  thy  bright  beams  of  light  upon  thy 
"  church,  that  it  being  enlightened  by  the 
**  doftrineof  thy  bleiTed  apoftle  and  evan- 
**  gelift  St.  John,  may  fo  walk  m  the  light 
**  of  thy  truth,  that  it  may  at  length  attain 
"  to  the  light  of  everlafting  life,  through 
"  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,    Amen/' 


THE  END. 
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